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LITERATURE. 


Although  with  the  aid  of  the 

bottle  I  contriTed  to  fill  up  eight  hours 
out  of  the  four  and  twenty,  there  was 
a  considerable  portion  of  time  in  each 
day,  which  it  was  not  in  the  nature 
of  things  that  drinking  and  sleeping 
should  consume.  I  never  arrived  at 
that  species  of  beastiality  to  be  found 
in  some  of  the  lower  and  middle  orders 
of  life,  in  which  life  is  passed  in  the  con- 
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2  LITERATURE. 

stant  succession  of  losing   the  senses 
and  recovering  them. 

My  mornings  were  wholly  unem- 
ployed. Gaming  I  abhorred — of  wo- 
men I  was  weary,  and  of  walking  or 
riding  as  a  pleasure  I  was  sickened. 
I  remember  a  sprig  of  fashion  who  feel- 
ing ashamed  with  having  the  inside  of 
his  head  better  furnished  than  any  of 
his  companions,  such  as  knowing  that 
Great  Britain  was  an  island,  that 
Julius  Caesar  lived  before  Louis  the 
Fourteenth,  as  well  as  some  other  geo- 
graphical and  historical  information  of 
the  same  nature,  assigned  as  a  re^ason 
for  his  acquirements,  that  he  had  un- 
happily been  some  time  resident  with 
a  relation  in  a  distant  part  of  the 
country,  where  no  newspapers  could 
b^  procured,  and  that  for  want  of  a 
better  employment,  while  his  hair  was 
dressings  he  had  been  driven  to  studies 
which  were  beneath  the  notice  of  a 
man  of  taste.     I  also  remember  to  have 
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heard  the  son  and  heir  of  Sir  George 
Buckett,  who  was  looking  forward  to 
some  high  employment  in  the  state, 
say  that  he  constantly  studied  the  af- 
fairs of  the  nation  while  he  was  clean- 
ing his  teeth. 

I  certainly  had  not  the  motives  of  the 
former,  nor  the  prospects  of  the  latter, 
but  I  nevertheless  occasionally  felt  sa- 
tisfied with  my  literary  pursuits.  A 
thirst  of  knowledge  was  I  imagine  origin- 
ally engendered  in  me  by  my  intercourse 
with  Major  General  Blarney,  who  was 
allowed  by  competent  judges  to  be  one 
of  the  best  cooks  in  England.  The 
General  supplied  me  with  mental  and 
bodily  food,  for  being  at  the  same  hotel, 
and  as  I  was  almost  as  great  a  devotee 
as  himself  to  the  pleasures  of  the  table, 
congeniality  of  sentiment  soon  led  to 
an  intimacy. 

The  General  had  been  upon  ac- 
tual service,  and  had  been  taken  pri- 
soner   under  circumstances   which    I 
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4  LITBRATURE. 

have  forgotten,  but  I  suppose  the  cause 
o(  his  surrendering  was  nothing  very 
remarkable,  as  he  omitted  to  state  it  in 
the  account  of  his  transactions  with 
the  enemy,  which  he  published  for  the 
gratification  of  his  countrymen,  on  his 
return  from  captivity.  His  statement 
was  almost  entirely  confined  to  a  detail 
of  the  wretched  cookery  he  met  with 
on  his  travels^  and  of  the  improvements 
he  effected  to  the  evident  astonishment 
of  the  natives,  who  regarded  him  as 
something  more  than  human,  parti- 
cularly when  he  was  discovered  to  be 
as  great  an  adept  in  the  veterinary  as 
in  the  culinary  art  A  horse  shod  by 
bim  was  instantly  doubled  in  value. 
His  reputation  with  bis  Majesty  of 
'  '  '  ",  who  was  both  a  glutton 
and  a  hunter,  had  at  one  time  arrived 
at  such  a  pitch,  that  he  was  con* 
sidered  a  dangerous  rival  to  the 
prime  minister,  who  caballed  against 
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him  and  procured   his   removal  from 
court. 

The  general  su^r«;d  immeMely  in 
his  journey  home  from  actual  starva- 
tion, being  hurried  on  from  atagie  to 
stage  with  such  rapidity,  until  he 
passed  the  frontiers,  that  be  had  not  an 
opportunity  of  procuring  a  decent  meal; 
and,  as  he  stated,  to  eat  what  was  pro- 
vided for  him  was  impossible.  I  felt 
interested  in  the  accounts  he  gave  me 
of  bifi  sufff^riog^,  and  actually  read  his 
book  from  beginning  to  end. 

In  a  short  time  I  became  as  much 
enamoured  of  the  general's  cookery 
and  conversation,  as  His  Majesty  of 
,  and  sincerely  lamepted  that  I 
had  neglected  my  studies.  But  I  still 
thought  that  the  acquisition  of  know- 
ledge would  not  be  less  valuable  for 
coming  at  a  rather  late  period  of  life. 
I  therefore  determined  to  make  up  for 
my  lost  time^  and  resolved  not  only  to 
study  during  the  dressing  of  my  hair, 
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and  the  cleaning  of  my  teeth/  but  also 
while  I  was  eating  my  breakfast.  By 
this  means  I  hoped  my  stock  of  in« 
formation  would  soon  surpass  that  of 
Mr.  Buckett. 

The  Consequences  of  sipping  at  the 
fountain  of  knowledge,  who  can  fore- 
see? Reading  books  soon  led  me  to 
admire  authors  ;  and  it  was  with  the 
greatest  pleasure  that  I  availed  myself 
of  the  general's  offer,  to  introduce  me 
to  the  literary  circle,  which  consumed 
part  of  the  forenoon  in  the  shop  of  Mr. 
Ackett,  the  bookseller. 

I  was  delighted  at  thus  mingling  with 
men  of  literary  talent,  who  courted 
science  for  herself  alone,  and  whose 
patriotism  induced  them  to  edify  their 
their  country,  without  the  prospect  of 
sordid  gain.  I  saw  myself  surrounded 
with  men  independent  in  purse  and 
principle,  and  was  frequently  treated 
with  the  perusal  of  works  in  manu- 
script, and  constantly  with  the  reading 
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them  before  they  were  publicly  ushered 
into  the  world.  The  praise  which  in- 
variably followed  any  publication  ema- 
nating from  an  individual  among  the 
chosen  few,  filled  me  with  the  highest 
admiration  ;  and  I  considered  myself 
honoured  beyond  expression  in  their 
accepting  my  frequent  invitations  to 
dinner. 

I  hardly  know  to  what  a  depth  this 
literary  mania  would  have  plunged 
me,  had  I  not  been  roused  from  it  by 
some  trivial  circumstances,  which  con- 
siderably derobed  my  new  associates 
of  their  merits.  But  while  the  fervor 
lasted,  I  passed  many  hours  together 
in  my  own  apartment,  dozing  away 
the  time  in  silent  stupidity,  which  I 
then  thought  was  thinking. 

My  mind  was  twisted  and  turned 
in  every  direction,  ta  fix  upon  some 
subject  on  which  I  could  exercise  my 
talents ;  but  the  result  of  my  study 
only  served  to  convince  me,  that  my 
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wa»  formed  to  receive,  and  not  to 
convey  impressions.  Bow  it  is  that  I 
am  scribbling,  at  the  present  moment, 
I  know  not;  but,  perhaps  there  is  a 
considerable  difference  in  trarellii^  in 
the  regions  of  truth,  and  wandering  in 
the  wilds  of  fiction — ^in  describing  the 
faculties  of  the  mind,  and  in  recording 
the  actions  of  the  body. 

My  researches,  however,  enabled 
me  to  develope  some  of  the  secret 
springs  of  authorship ;  and  I  was  sa^ 
tisfied  that  three-fourths  of  the  diffi- 
culties vanished  when  a  person  had 
anything  to  write  about.  The  great 
art  lay,  I  was  satisfied,  in  making  a 
book  out  of  nothing ;  and  in  this  art, 
I  will  do  my  new  friends  the  justice  to 
say,  that  most  of  them  excelled  in  an 
sminent  degree.  1  read  all  their  works 
with  the  greatest  care.  At  this  dis- 
tance of  time  I  have  forgotten  their 
titles;  but,  even  after  a  steady  perusal, 
I  do  not   think    that  1  acquired    a 
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angle  idea,  or  in  any  way  added  to 
the  stock  of  information  I  already  pos- 
sessed. 

I  was  strenuously  advised  to  illu- 
minate the  world  with  some  of  my 
lucubrations,  which,  as  they  would 
spring  from  a  noble  pen,  would  be 
relished  by  the  public  with  a  double 
zest.  I  was  even  invited  to  consider 
a  work  as  my  own,  and  to  publish,  with 
my  name  as  the  author  standing  in  the 
title-page,  a  book  that  I  had  no  inclina- 
tion to  read,  upon  a  subject  with  which  I 
was  wholly  unacquainted.  These,  how- 
ever^ were  trifling  objections,  and  easily 
amended.  The  book,  I  remember,  was 
actually  printed,  and  complete  in  every 
thing  but  its  first  leaf.  1  was  offered 
the  honour  of  it  in  fee  simple  for  the 
very  moderate  sum  of  fifty  guineas. 

Now  although  this  was  purchasing 
literary  fame  at  a  cheap  rate,  1  was 
such  a  novice  in  scientific  pursuits,  as 
to  decline  this  opportunity  of  having 
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my  name  handed  down  to  posterity, 
in  the  catalogue  of  noble  authors,  upon 
the  plea  of  deception.  But  my  chagrin 
was  great,  when  only  three  days  after, 
I  joined  the  circle  in  congratulating 
Sir  Thomas  Bubble,  on  his  last  new 
publication;  at  the  same  time  blaming 
him  for  keeping  the  progress  of  his  la- 
bours a  secret  from  his  friends. 

When  the  party  was  a  little  dispers- 
ed, I  enquired  for  the  book  in  question, 
in  order  at  least  to  know  what  it  was 
called,  in  case  1  should  have  occasion 
to  mention  it  again  to  Sir  Thomas, 
when,  to  my  astonishment,  I  found  it 
to  be  the  individual  work  which  had 
so  lately  been  offered  to  myself.  As 
I  left  the  bookseller's  shop,  I  stumbled 
upon  the  real  writer,  whom  I  up. 
braided  with  his  venality.  His  de- 
fence to  the  charge  was  such  as  com- 
pletely to  exculpate  him  from  blame. 
He  said,  that  he  was  an  unfortunate 
author    by   profession,     and    that  he 
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had  seriously  offended  the  booksellers, 
by  pablishing  a  book  upon  his  own 
account.  The  consequence  was,  that 
they  refused  to  purchase  any  more  of 
his  productions.  Since  that  time, 
however,  he  had  done  pretty  well  in 
disposing  of  his  works  to  would-be 
authors,  who  were  ready  to  pay  him 
more  liberally  than  his  former  patrons. 
The  work  he  had  offered  to  me,  was, 
in  the  first  instance,  engaged  to  Lord 
Bagsworth,  but  bis  Lordship  having 
had  a  run  of  ill  luck,  he  was  unabU 
to  make  good  his  payment  in  any  other 
way  than  by  promises ;  which,  as  it 
was  a  species  of  security  his  Lord- 
ship was  in  the  known  habit  of  issuing, 
without  troubling  his  head  much  about 
honouring  when  due,  the  author  wisely 
declined.  It  was  then  offef^ed  to  my- 
self, and,  on  my  refusal,  became  the 
property  of  Sir  Thomas  Bubble,  who 
had  been  one  of  the  author's  best  cus- 
tomers. 
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By  the  help  of  a  Bank  note,  and  a 
declaration  of  secrecy,  I  diBCovered 
that  not  one  of  my  literary  friends 
were  the  actual  writers  of  the  works 
which  bore  their  name,  but  that  they 
were  all  manufactured  in  the  same 
way. 

This  was  one  of  the  trivial  circum-' 
stances  to  which  I  have  alluded.  The 
film  was  completely  removed  from  my 
eyes,  and  I  viewed  those  I  had  so 
lately  admired,  with  the  most  soTereign 
contempt.  Had  anything  more  been 
wanting  to  have  enabled  me  to  fix  a 
proper  estimation  upon  the  abilities  of 
these  dealers  in  brains,  I  might  easily 
have  procured  it,  by  mingling  with 
characters  of  real  literary  eminence, 
and  hearing  the  ridicule'  which  was 
justly  heaped  upon  these  drones  in  the 
hive  of  learning,  The  praise  which 
they  lavished  upon  each  other,  was  all 
they  ever  received. 
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CHAP.  11. 

AJN  OLD  ACQUAINTANCE. 

SICKENED  with  the  quackery  of 
science,  and  with  its  empty-headed 
prqfessorSf  I  withdrew  myself  entirely 
from  the  region  of  letters,  leaving  the 
pains  and  pleasures  of  authorship  to 
such  as  chose  to  enjoy  them,  either  as 
originals,  or  as  dealers  in  second-hand 
commodities. 

During  the  intenral  which  elapsed, 
between  the  time  of  my  getting  rid  of 
my  old  employment,  and  entering  upon 
a  new  one,  1  almost  sunk  into  a  state 
of  apathy,  irom  which  I  was  roused 
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by  all  the  evils  I  had  formerly  endured 
being  forced  upon  my  recollection,  by 
the  unexpected  appearance  of  the  last 
person  in  the  world  whom  I  was  de- 
sirous of  seeing. 

I  frequently  sat  for  hours  at  the 
window  of  the  coffee-room,  which 
fronted  the  public  street,  deriving,  or 
rather  endeavouring  to  derive,  amuse- 
ment from  the  passing  scene.  A  suc- 
cession of  new  objects  occupied  my 
mind,  as  far  as  it  was  capable  of  being 
occupied  with  any  thing ;  and  a  con- 
stant change  saved  me  from  the  exer- 
tion of  finding  food  for  the  mind  by 
the  operation  of  thinking.  By  repeated 
observations,  I  had  led  myself  to  ex- 
pect the  appearance  of  remarkable  in- 
dividuals at  stated  times,  and  was 
disappointed  if  the  hour  and  the  person 
did  not  arrive  together.  The  only 
object  about  me  which  1  valued  was 
my  watch,  which  performed  its  motions 
with  remarkable  correctness^  and  told 
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me,  to  the  moment,  when  it  was  proper 
for  me  to  engage  in  the  active  avoca- 
tions of  eating  and  drinking,  or  in  the 
passive  callings  of  sleeping  and  doing 
nothing. 

My  eyes,  for  want  of  other  objects, 
frequently  rested  upon  a  man  whom  i 
observed,  for  several  days  following, 
lurking  about  the  door  of  the  hotel. 
There  was  nothing  particularly  attrac- 
tive in  his  appearance,  except  perhaps 
to  a  real  lover  of  the  picturesque,  who 
had  habituated  himself  to  confound 
beauty  and  deformity,  not  together, 
but  to  mistake  each  for  the  other.  He 
bore  the  marks  of  the  most  squalid 
poverty.  His  chesks  were  hollowed 
from  the  effects  of  starvation  ;  and  al- 
though there  was  every  thing  about 
him  which  indicated  that  he  had  once 
seen  happier  days,  and  been  in  pos- 
session of  athletic  limbs,  nothing  now 
remained  but  an  emaciated  skeleton, 
held  together  by  muscles,  which  did 
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not  seem  capable  of  uniting  the  bones 
for  the  due  performance  of  the  func« 
tions  of  life. 

The  looks  from  a  pair  of  haggard  eyes 
were  frequently  directed  towards  my- 
self. Without  actually  begging,  he 
accepted  alms  of  all  tho^  who  either 
from  motives  of  charity,  ostentation, 
or  to  free  themselves  from  solicitation, 
are  willing  to  relieve  the  objects  which 
are  presented  before  them  under  the 
guise  of  poverty  and  distress.  As  to 
myself,  I  can  safely  say  that  my  cha- 
rity was  never  abused,  for  it  was  a 
virtue  J  never  practised.  I  always 
considered  that  indiscriminate  dona- 
tions  only  tended  to  sanction  idleness, 
and  increase  mendicity.  In  order, 
therefore,  to  avoid  encouraging  the  un- 
productive classes,  or,  if  the  reader 
pleases,  to  indulge  a  selfish  desposi- 
tion,  I  never  put  myself  in  the  way  of 
experiencing  those  delightful  sensa- 
tions, which,  I  have  been  given  to  un- 
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derstand,  are  the  invariable  atten- 
dants upon  a  benevolent  action.  It 
vras  quite  sufficient  for  me  to  re^ison 
upon  the  abstract  principle*  Perhaps 
as  I  had  never  suffered  from  actual 
want,  I  might  have  judged  of  the  rest 
of  mankind  by  myself,  and  have  con- 
cluded that  as  the  blessings  of  life  are 
fleeting,  the  curses  are  imaginary. 

Contrary  to  my  usual  custom,  I  one 
day  dined  in  the  coffee  room,  and  took 
my  station  at  one  of  the  virindows  front- 
ing the  street.  For  the  first  time,  I 
had  a  full  view  of  the  beggar's  face 
without  his  being  conscious  that  my 
eyes  were  directed  towards  him. 

In  the  poverty  struck  visage  of  the 
miserable  wretch  before  me,  I  recog 
nized  the  once  fascinating  countenance 
of  Villiers.  I  felt  my  blood  freezing 
within  in  me.  An  inward  shuddering 
seized  every  nerve.  His  conduct  rush^ 
ed  upon  my  mind  in  the  most  glowing 
colours.     My  head  turned  giddy,  and 
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it  was  some  time  before  I  recovered 
my  perfect  recollection.  Various  pas- 
sions seized  upon  me  by  turns,  and  I 
verily  believe  that  in  the  space  of  a 
fev^  minutes,  I  went  through  the  whole 
gamut,  playing  a  fugue  upon  every 
key,  and  gradually  advancing  from 
the  bass  to  the  treble.  The  rascality 
of  the  object  before  me,  and  my  own 
folly,  stared  me  full  in  the  face.  My 
mind  was  occupied  by  turns  with  the 
thirst  for  revenge,  and  the  dread  of 
exposure.  Revenge  at  last  predomi- 
nated, and  in  revenge  I  determined  to 
indulge  to  satiety.  By  exposure  I 
could  not  forfeit  any  one^s  esteem,  for 
there  was  no  person  whose  regard  I 
possessed,  or  whose  regard  I  was  de- 
sirous of  obtaining. 

The  scoundrel  who  had  abused  my 
confidence  was  at  last  within  my 
grasp.  I  deliberated  within  myself  as 
to  the  most  effectual  mode  of  admins- 
tering  a  punishment,  which  should  be 
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adequate  to  his  crimes.     But  prepara- 
tory to  my    deciding  upon   the  best 
mode  of  proceeding,  I  thought  it  would 
be  proper  to  hear  what  account  the 
wretch  could  give  of  himself,  and  of 
bis  conduct.     I  was  satisfied  by  his 
banging  about  the  hotel,  that   he  had 
stationed   himself  there  for  the   pur- 
pose of  attracting  my  notice ;  I  there- 
fore gave  directions  that  he  might  be 
shown  into  my  sitting  room,  whither  1 
immediately  followed  him. 

I  seated  myself  and  looked  towards 
him,  as  if  I  expected  him  to  explain 
the  reason  of  his  present  appearance. 

"  You  are    surprized   to   see  me," 
said  he,  "  and  perhaps,  still  more  sur- 
prized to  see  me  in  my  present  state." 
I  continued  silent. 

"  Your  looks,  my  Lord,  ask  me  for 
explanation.  My  rags  will  speak 
eloquently  for  themselves,  and  for  me. 
A  recital  of  the  steps,  by  which  1  have 
gradually  sunk  to  this  pitch  of  misery, 
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will  neither  amuse  nor  instruct  you. 
It  would  be  giving  unnecessary  pain 
to  both,  without  proving  of  the  least 
benefit  to  either." 

"  Why  do  you  seek  me  ?  With  what 
confidence  can  you  appear  in  my  pre- 
sence ?  Do  you  not  dread  the  conse- 
quences  ?" 

'*  No !  Every  change  must  be  for 
the  better.  You  may,  indeed,  expose 
a  beggar,  at  the  expence  of  publishing 
to  the  world  your  own  folly,  and  if 
you  are  not  by  this  time  aware  that 
folly  is  the  legal  prey  of  knavery,  you 
have  lived  to  little  purpose.  Beyond 
such  an  exposure,  it  is  out  of  your 
power  to  injure  roe.  i  only  took  from 
you  what  would  have  been  the  pro- 
perty of  some  one  else." 

Your  gains  were  enormous !" 
So  they  ought  to  have  been.  What 
else  could  have  induced  me,  to  have 
made  myself  subservient  to  a  man  of 
your  disposition.      It   is  now   some 
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^earH  since  we  parted.  If  you  have 
bund  a  companion  since  our  separa- 
ion,  Mrho  has  either  inspected,  or  re- 
^rded  you  for  any  thid^  but  your 
irealth,  it  is  to  me  you  owe  the  obh'ga- 
tion.  If  you  have  reflected  at  all,  it  is 
to  me  you  are  indebted,  and  if  your 
temper  is  ^sufficiently  curbed  to  enable 
yon  to  mingle  with  mankind  on  terms 
of  equality,  it  is  my  conduct  that  has 
been  the  means  of  teaching  you. 

*'  What  has  become  of  the  immense 
sums  of  which  you  have  defrauded 
me?" 

"  Wasted !  There  was  a  fatality  at- 
tached to  whatever  you  possessed. 
Once  yours,  it  acquired  a  habit  of 
tnoutdering  away.  It  may  surprize  you, 
but  I  was  only  a  novice  in  the  art  of 
cozenage.  An  experienced  .professor 
with  so  good  a  subject  as  yourself. 
Would  have  made  an  attention  upon 
you  answer  his  purpose,  but  I  still 
question,  if  even  with  a  veteran  in  the 
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science,  what  had  once  belonged  t( 
yon,  would  have  rested  quietly. 

"  How  came  you  here  ?" 

**  By  charity !" 

"  What  do  you  expect  from  me?" 

''  Charity  ?" 

"  By  what  claim  ?" 

"  Your  gratitude !  If  you  have  no 
profited  by  the  lessons  which  I  gav< 
you,  it  is  no  fault  of  mine/' 

«  Go  on .'• 

**  Have  you  nc^ver  been  the  dupe  o 
any  one  since  we  parted  ?" 

"  Do  you  really  expect  an  an 
swer  ?  " 

''I  am  perfectly  in  different  abou 
one.  I  can  answer  for  you.  You  havt 
never  ceased  to  be  the  dupe  either  o 
your  own  folly  or  of  the  designs  o 
others.  I  endeavoured  to  give  you  ai 
insight  into  mankind,  but  J  fear  I  hav< 
been  unsuccessful.  The  tree  will  al 
ways  be  known  by  its  fruits :  the  nee 
tarine  will   never  blossom  upon   th< 
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thorn.      You  have  been  happy  since 
our  meeting  ?'^ 

^*  You  ask  the  question  as  if  an 
answer  were  unnecessary,  and  appear 
to  well  know,  that  I  have  been  miser- 
able." 

"  You  are  mistaken.  You  give  me 
credit  for  a  greater  stock  of  informa- 
tion then  I  really  possess.  I  do  not 
know  from  what  has  actually  passed, 
that  you  have  been  miserable.  It  is 
sufficient  that  I  am  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  your  temper  and  dis- 
position, and  with  them  1  am  too  well 
aware  that  happiness,  or  even  com- 
parative comfort  is  out  of  your  reach. 
The  recollection  of  your  follies  act 
upon  your  mind,  as  rust  upon  iron. 
But  in  misery  we  can  sympathize ;  you 
in  the  midst  of  plenty — I  in  the  midst 
of  want.     Your  prospects  ?" 

** Are  hopeless." 

"  Here  is  another  proof  of  the  sym- 
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pathy,   which   first  led  us    together. 
Here  too  we  are  upon  an  equality;" 
"  With  what  face  dare  — --/' 
*'  Hold !  I  am  here  by  your  invita-' 
tion.     You  cannot  accuse  me  of  having 
intruded  upon   you.     Good  breeding, 
therefore,  is  at  least  due  to  your  guest, 
it  is  true,   I  wished  to  engage  yovtt 
notice,  for  I  sought  after  you  to  satisfy 
the  wants  of  us  both.    Since  we  parted 
my  experience  in  the  world  has  increase 
ed  tenfold.     I  have  imbibed  knowledge 
in   the  school   of  adversity,   and   aoi 
ready  to  exchange  advice  for  bread. 
If  you  wish  at  last  to  know  yourself, 
you  ought  not  to  hesitate  an  instant. 
Besides,  as  I  have  already  said,  I  am 
entitled  to  your  gratitude.     I  preserved 
to  you  the  patrimony  of  my  ancestors." 
This  was  too  much ;  the  patrimony 
he  had  preserved  was  no  longer  mine. 
The  expences  of  Lady  Erpingham's 
establishment    absorbed     the     whole. 
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However,  I  might  previously  have  been 
disposed  to  foi^veoess,  this  drove  all 
favourable  impressions  from  my  mind. 
I  well  knew  that  if  I  had  tuckUy  lost 
my  patrimony,  I  never  should  have 
found  an  inclination  in  Lord  Yava- 
'conr's  co-heiress  to  have  met  me  at  the 
altar.  In  balancing  accounts  in  the 
scale  of  happiness,  I  would  willingly 
have  given  up  the  Erpingham  property, 
if  I  could  have  freed  myself  from  the 
shackles  of  my  wife. 

I  rang  the  bell,  and  beckoned  Yilliers 
to  leave  the  room. 
"  You  refuse  me  ?'' 
I  made  no  reply — 
*  You  are  ready  to  brave  all  con- 
sequences ?" 

"  Wretch  !  leave  me,  and  be  careful 

we  do  not  meet  again.     But  that  I  am 

satisfied  I  cannot  add  to  thy  misery, 

'  tbou  shouldest  pay  the  forfeit  of  thy 

crimes." 

VOL.  III.  C 
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A  ghastly  smile  came  across  his 
countenance.  He  was  advancing  to- 
wards me,  but  the  entrance  of  the 
waiter  arrested  his  progress,  and  caus- 
ed  him  to  retreat. 
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I 

TO  a  superficial  obserrer  of  nature, 
the  remarks  I  made  at  the  close  of  the 
last  chapter  respecting  Lady  £rpiii{^ 
ham,  may  appear  somewhat  at  variance 
with  common  sense,  and  with  the  usage 
of  the  world.  There  are  many,  I  am 
well  aware,  who  estimate  the  supposed 
happiness  of  others  by  the  apparent 
portion  of  misery  with  which  they  are 
Tisited.  Thus,  although,  a  termagant 
wife  will  be  allowed  to  constitute  a 
positive  evil,  a  sulky  cold  blooded 
helpmate,  who  has  neither  feelings  nor 
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affections,  and  who  either  is,  or  affects 
to  be,  indifferent  to  the  conduct  of  a 
husband,  is  looked  upon  as  a  negative 
good. 

Notwithstanding  my  actions  may 
have  belied  me,  I  am  satisfied  ihat  1 
possessed  a  heart  formed  for  the  cul- 
tivation of  social  enjoynients.  If  I  was 
incapable,  from  the  blight  which  des- 
troyed my  well  founded  hopes  of  com- 
fort^ of  experiencing  that  ardency  of 
attachment  which  can  be  felt  but  once, 
I  was  at  least  capable  of  viewing  with 
esteem,  respect,  and  r^ard,  a  female 
who  would  have  shared  my  plea- 
sures/and  have  taken  an  interest  in  my 
pains.  My  ideas  were  naturally  of  the> 
domestic  order^  but  a  domestic  life  had 
always  been  denied  me.  I  never  saw 
a  wife  hanging  upon  the  arm  of  a  hus- 
band, with  a  face  which  indicated  con- 
tent,  but  I  envied  the  felicity  which  I 
was  doomed  never  to  enjoy ;  and  my 
blood  boiled  within  me,  when  I  met 
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with  those  whom  love  had  united,  and 
to  Mrhom  friendship,  founded  upon  reci- 
procal attachment,  had  strewed  the 
thorny  path  of  life  with  flowers  that 
fade  not,  and  with  fruits  that  preserve 
their  flavour  till  the  scene  is  closed. 

Almost  from  the  day  which  fixed 
the  indissoluble  bonds  between  Lady 
Erpingham  and  myself,  the  few  amuse- 
ments I  indulged  in,  I  procured  with- 
out the  pale  of  my  household.  Uneasi- 
ness had  fixed  herself  on  my  brow  in 
character  too  marked  to  be  mistaken, 
but  I  will  do  the  justice  to  some  of  my 
female  acquaintance,  in  saying  that 
endeavours  were  not  wanting  to  dissi- 
pate the  gloom  which  surrounded  me. 

I  had  not  been  long  married  before 
I  was  considered  as  a  "  loose  fish." 
This  term,  .1  understood  to  mean  a 
person  loose  in  every  point  but  the  most 
essential.  The  nuptial  tie,  however,  I 
found  to  be  ne  bar  to  the  Indulgence  of 
inclinatiou.      \i  only   caused  a  differ- 
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enc6  in  the  objects,   and  the  married 
were  substituted  for  the  single. 

Of  all  the  females  with  whom  I  asso- 
ciated none  had  appeared  to  take  a 
greater  interest  in  my  unhappy  condition 
than  Lady  Isabella  Ains worth.  Being 
daughter  to  the  Duke  of  Tiverton,  her 
rank  assured  her  welcome  to  Lady 
Erpingham.  Lady  Isabella  was  one 
of  the  guests  invited  by  the  Countess, 
during  the  honey  moon;  She  was,  as 
times  go,  a  handsome  woman,  but  with 
z  faee  more  remarkable  for  expression 
than  for  regular  beauty.  However,  her 
attentions  were  of  the  more  dangerous 
kind,  for  she  was  enabled  to  obtain 
that  influence  by  the  operations  of  time 
and  opportunity,  which  she  £aiiled  to 
command  upon  first  impressions. 

Lady  Isabella  professed  herself  to 
be  unhappy  in  her  own  marriage,  in 
having  a  husband  who  was  better 
suited  in  point  of  feelings  and  dispo- 
sition to  Lady   Erpingham,  than   to 
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herself.  There  was  a  co-incidence  in 
our  situation,  which  ripened  acquaint- 
ance into  intimacy,  and  a  similarity  in 
our  fate,  which  mellowed  that  intimacy 
into  pity  for  our  mutual  sufferings. 

Pity,  every  one  knows,  is  nearly  al- 
lied, probably  first  cousin,  to  loTe. 
At  all  events,  I  can  assert  from  expe- 
rience, that  there  are  certain  sensations 
which  have  the  same  degree  of  rela- 
tionship to  both. — But  I  am  entering 
into  a  disquisition  upon  the  passions, 
instead  of  telling  a  simple,  and  per- 
haps a  foolish  tale. 

The  soul  of  Mr.  Ains worth  was  de- 
voted to  his  hounds,  and  his  bottle, 
and  as  the  seasons  varied,  the  one  or 
the  other  was  predominant.  Although 
the  daughter  of  a  duke,  Lady  Isabella's 
portion  had  been  noneof  thelargest,and 
Mr.  Ainsworth's  chief  attraction  was  a 
fortune  supposed  to  be  clear,  but  which 
was  in  fact  loaded  with  incumbrances, 
which   the  expences  of   himself  and 
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wife  were  continually  increasing.  They 
supported  an  establishment  both  in 
town  and  country,  for  their  mutual 
convenience,  but  like  two  buckets  in  a 
well,  Lady  Isabella  chose  to  reside  in 
London  during  the  sporting  season, 
while  Mr.  Ainsworth  usually  made 
the  town  house  his  abode  during  the 
summer. 

With  other  idlers  I  frequented  the 
house  of  Lady  Isabella,  for  the  amuse- 
ment it  afforded.  I  felt  a  pleasure  in 
her  society,  but  it  was  not  until  I  be- 
came disgusted  with  literary  pursuits, 
that  I  found  my  inclinations  fettered 
in  the  slightest  degree.  When  my  at- 
tention was  weaned  from  authors  and 
books,  the  blank  which  was  left  re- 
quired to  be  filled  up.  I  sought  the 
assistance  of  Lady  Isabella  to  drive 
away  the  ennuiy  which  seized  me,  and 
obtained  it.  Fame,  I  knew,  had  sound- 
ed forth  the  praises  of  her  ladyship 
upon   several  occasions  of  a   similar 
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nature.  But  that  to  me  was  an  ad* 
ditional  recommendation,  aware,  pro- 
bably, that  by  practice  alone  per- 
fection is  attained. 

At  the  period  when  Yilliers  made 
his  appearance  at  the  hotel,  my  even- 
ings were  usually  passed  in  the  com- 
pany of  Lady  Isabella.  Her  fascina- 
tions were  elffective,  and  1  was  not  a 
little  proud  at  having  supplanted  se- 
veral pretenders  to  her  ladyship's  fa- 
vour. Although  the  world  had  made 
free  vvith  her  ladyship's  reputation,  the 
accusations  against  her  had  never  as- 
sumed a  tangible  shape;  she  was,  there- 
fore, visited,  and  received  by  the  tribe 
of  fashionables,  who  submit  to  be  led 
by  custom,  instead  of  being  guided  by 
conviction.  The  person  who  is  coun- 
tenanced by  every  body  must  in  the 
eyes  of  the  world  be  immaculate,  and 
as  Lady  Isabella  had  not  openly  in- 
fringed upon  the  code  of  propriety,  the 
censors  of  fashionable  life  had  not  de- 
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cided  upon  her  having  passed  the 
bounds  of  decorum.  Still,  however, 
she  was  more  tolerated  than  courted.. 
She  had  afforded  ample  scope  for 
scandal  to  work  upon,  and  the  same 
person  that  accosted  her  with  a  smile, 
frequently  left  her  with  a  sneer,  when 
that  sneer  was  not  likely  to  be  percep- 
tible to  the  party  concerned. 

But  Lady  Isabella  knew  the  world. 
She  placed  a  proper  estimation  upon 
its  good  opinion,  and  attached  suffi- 
cient importance  to  its  censure.  In 
other  words,  she  despised  both.  I 
was  inclined  to  agree  with  her,  for  I 
had  too  often  seen  vice  triumphant, 
and  virtue  degraded,  to  place  any  great 
value  upon  reputation  in  the  light  in 
which  it  is  usually  considered. 

An  intercourse  which  had  exceeded 
the  prescribed  bounds  was  interrupted 
by  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Ains worth,  who 
felt  himself  compelled  to  add  to  the 
incumbrances  which  already  burthened 
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ills  estates.  Cash,  at  that  time,  not 
being  easy  to  be  procured,  his  atten- 
tions were  directed  to  other  means  of 
raising  a  supply.  Among  other  modes, 
he  directed  his  views  to  myself.  On 
a  suddpn  his  comforts  had  been  broken 
in  upon,  and  his  domestic  peace  des- 
troyed. Paragraphs  swarmed  in  the 
news-papers,  and  Lady  Isabella's  cha- 
racter was  for  ever  blasted.  An  action 
was  commenced  against  me  for  crimi- 
nal conversation,  in  which,  the  damages 
were  rated  at  only  fifty  thousand 
pounds,  and  1  was  involved  in  a  laby- 
rinth of  perplexity,  from  which  I  saw 
no  possibility^  of  extricating  myself 
without  a  heavy  fine  upon  my  impru- 
dence. 

Lady  Isabella  naturally  threw  her- 
self upon  my  protection,  without  doubt 
expecting  me  to  attend  to  her  future 
provision.  All  this  was  very  reason- 
able. Her  claims  upon  me  were  un- 
answerable ;  for  my  sake  she  bad  been 
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deserted  by  the  world,  and  on  my  ac- 
count she  had  yielded  up,  all  that  is 
dear,  or  ought  to  be  dear  to  woman. 
I  cannot  say  that  I  was  exactly  pleas* 
ed  with  my  bargain,  for  to  confess  the 
truth,  I  was  a  little  weary  of  the  partial 
connection;  a  permanent  one,  there- 
fore, held  out  no  very  pleasing  pros- 
pect. But  it  would  have  been  unge- 
nerous and  unmanly  to  have  uttered  a 
complaint. 

I  provided  apartments  for  the  lady, 
and  did  my  best  to  recompense  her,  for 
what  she  had  sacrificed.  My  next 
step  was  to  defend  the  action,  as  far 
as  a  defence  could  be  made  consistent 
with  honourable  conduct  towards  her 
ladyship.  It  would  have  been  highly 
improper  to  have  urged  the  lady's 
former  levity.  Nothing  was  left  for 
me  to  plead,  but  the  husband's  careless- 
ness^ and  upon  this  point  I  prepared 
to  dilate  as  much  as  possible. 

Fortune,  however,  was  more  kind  to 
me  than  I  deserved.     I  was  informed 
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of  a  previous  affair,  in  which  Mr. 
AIds worth  had  compromised  the  da- 
mages, and  retaken  his  wife  to  his  bo- 
som. In  my  case,  he  was  really  anx- 
ious to  get  rid  of  her,  and  in  the  ruin- 
ed state  of  her  husband's  finances^Lady 
Isabella  was  no  less  anxious  for  a 
wealthy  protector. 

Having  no  ambition  to  employ  an 
agent  in  marring  my  cause,  1  under- 
took the  preliminary  management  of  it 
myself.     My  first  step  was  to  lay  be- 
fore the  husbsnd  the  evidence  I  should 
have  to  adduce  on  the  trial,  which  was 
certainly  not  of  a  nature  to  redound  to 
his  honour.     It  had  the  desired  effect, 
and  produced  a  compromize,  in  which 
I  engaged  to  suffer  judgment  to  go  by 
default,  in  order  to  the  facilitating  a 
divorce,  and  to  pay   the  sum  of  two 
thousand    pounds,     in    lieu    of    any 
damages    which    might    be    assessed 
upon  me. 

It  may  seem  strange  that  with  so 
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good  a  defence  I  should  have  agreed 
to  such  a  settlement  of  the  business. 
But  1  had  reasons,  which  in  my  esti^ 
mation  were  sufficiently  weighty  to  in- 
fluence my  decision.  In  the  first 
place,  my  evidence  was  not  so  perfect 
as  I  could  have  wished  it  to  be.  Se- 
condly, I  was  terrified  at  the  glorious 
uncertainty  of  the  law.  Thirdly,  the 
trouble  in  which  1  should  have  been 
involved,  appalled  me.  Fourthly  and 
lastly,  though  not  least  in  my  estima^ 
tion,  I  was  gratified  at  the  ecl^t  which 
the  business  would  bring  upon  me, 
particularly  as  I  could  obtain  it  on 
such  easy  terms. 

I  could  readily  figure  to  myself  the 
situation  and  feelings  of  my  father  and 
mother.  A  departure  from  the  laws 
of  chastity,  on  the  part  of  a  female, 
affords  strong  presumptive  proofs  of  a 
weakness  of  understanding,  and  of  a 
total  want  of  foresight.  The  woman 
who  has  yielded,  will  always  be  an  ob- 
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ject  of  ^contempt,  even  to  the  man  to 
whom  she  has  sacrificed  what  should 
be  more  prized  than  existence.  In  my 
opinion,  no  trea^tment  on  the  part  of  a 
husband  can  justify  the  offence ;  how- 
ever cruelty  may,  in  some  instances, 
palliate  it.  There  is,  or  ouglU  to  be, 
a  delicacy  about  the  female  mind,  from 
which  no  female  can  depart,  unless 
she  has  wilfully  submitted  to  the  ab- 
solute dominion  of  vice  or  folly. 

Lady  Isabella  did  not  long  remain  a 
clog  upon  my  hands.  She  discovered, 
by  some  means  or  other,  the  arrange- 
ment which  had  been  made  between 
Mr.  Aitisworth  and  myself,  and  played 
off  the  same  artillery  against  her  hus- 
band as  had  been  successful  in  my 
case.  An  investigation  into  the  real 
facts  would,  of  course,  have  been  fatal 
to  Mr.  Ainsworth's  projects.  But  Lady 
Isabella  was  not  nice;  she  entered  into 
a  compromise  with  her  husband,  by 
which,  for  an  annuity,  she  consented 
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to  throw  no  obstacles  in  the  way  of  a 
divorce. 

Before  the  proceedings  which  were 
to  reduce  Lady  Isabella  to  the  use  df 
her  maiden  name  were  brought  to  a 
conclusion,  but  after  her  annuity  was 
firmly  settled,  the  apartments  which 
her  ladyship  occupied  became  unte- 
nanted. We  had  never  openly  resided 
together,  as  being  married  myself,  I 
was  not  lost  to  all  sense  of  decency ; 
but  my  visits  were  daily.  A  note  was 
left  for  me,  simply  apologizing  for  hav- 
ing given  me  so  much  trouble,  and 
stating,  that  she  had  released  me  from 
all  further  cares  on  her  account,  by 
placing  herself  under  the  protection  of 
Major  O'Brien,  who,  she  said,  had 
prior  claims  upon  her  affections. 

I  neither  envied  the  Major,  nor  re- 
gretted the  loss  of  the  lady.  I  have 
since  heard  that  they  continue  together 
upon  amicable  terms,  solely  by  her 
spirit  of  perseverance,  which  has  en- 
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abled  ber  to  refuse  either  to  marry  the 
Major,  or  to  give  up  any  part  of  her 
annuity.  Lady  Isabella  followed  her 
own  inclinations  in  every  thing.  The 
Major  was  her  rallying  point,  to  which 
she  constantly  returned  from  her  fre- 
quent aberrations.  But  the  Major  was 
a  philosopher ;  jealousy  was  therefore 
beneath  him,  and  as  Lady  Isabella  per- 
mitted him  to  share  her  purse,  he  was. 
indifferent  about  sharing  any  thing 
else. 

Of  all  the  scrapes  in  which  I  had  in- 
volved myself,  this  had  given  me  the 
slightest  portion  of  vexation.  1  had, 
it  is  true,  been  Lady  Isabella's  dupe, 
but  the  consequences  had  been  so 
trivial^  when  compared  with  some  for- 
mer occurrences,  that  I  considered 
myself  rather  fortunate  than  otherwise. 
I  will  own  myself  to  have  been  deceived 
respecting  Lady  Isabella,  by  her  having 
been   among   the   chosen    number   of 
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those  iDvited  by  Lady  ErpiDgham.  ^ut 
to  Lady  Erpingham  rank  was  every 
thing,  and  character  nothing.  All  her 
ideas  were  drawn  from  the  peerage 
book ;  and  if  a  person  could  pro- 
duce a  pedigree,  whether  it  graced 
the  brows  of  a  highwayman  or  a 
street-walker,  her  ladyship  would  have 
been  as  well  satisfied  as  if  it  adorned 
the  man  of  worth,  or  the  woman  of 
honour. 

Many  wives  would  have  been  angry 
at  the  event  which  I  have  just  men- 
tioned, even  although  they  had  lived 
in  a  state  of  half-separation.  But  Lady 
Erpingham  had  no  idea  unconnected 
with  state  and  grandeur*  I  never  heard 
that  she  made  the  slightest  allusion, 
either  to  my  own  conduct,  or  to  that 
of  Lady  Isabella.  We  met  occasionally 
during  the  time  the /aux  pas  formed  the 
chief  topic  of  conversation,  but  there 
was  not  the  least  difference  in  her  be- 
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haviour.  I  made  the  most  formal  bow, 
when  I  enquired  into  her  ladyship's 
health,  and  received  in  return  the 
usuai  stately  curtesy,  when  she  assured 
me  that  she  was  well. 
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CHAP.  IV. 


PROMISES, 

AS  Yilliers  vriW  have  again  to  make 
his  appearance  upon  the  scene  of  ac- 
tion,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  keep  him 
in  mind.  I  felt  myself  considerably 
disturbed  at  seeing  him  so  unexpect- 
ediy,  although  I  despised  his  threats. 
Probably,  if  I  had  racked  my  brains 
for  a  century  in  endeavouring  to  devise 
the  most  severe  punishment  which  it 
was  in  my  power  to  have  inflicted,  I 
could  not  have  fixed  upon  any  one 
more  painful  than  the  torture  he  must 
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necessarily  have  felt  in  his  degraded 
state. 

AH  attempts  to  recover  my  lost  pro- 
perty would  have  been  unavailing ;  and, 
as  he  observed,  an  exposure  of  the  cir* 
cimstances  which  had  passed  between 
us  would  only  hold  forth  a  knave  and  a 
fool  to  public  view.  In  my  conscience, 
I  verily  believe  that  many  a  rascal 
escapes  the  fangs  of  justice  from  the 
same  motives  on  the  part  of  a  prose- 
cutor. But  I  had  a  more  powerful 
reason ;  I  must  have  confessed  myself 
to  have  been  in  the  wrong,  which  I 
never  could  have  submitted  to. 

I  left  Villiers,  therefore,  to  his  fate, 
but  not  without  spme  little  exultation 
at  seeing  the  wretch  who  had  abused 
my  confidence  to  a  degree  unparalleled, 
as  far  as  my  own  experience  will  enable 
me  to  judge,  reduced  to  b^  for  charity 
from  the  person  he  had  so  greatly  de- 
ceived ;  and  I  exulted  still  further 
(more  perhaps  to  my  shame  as  a  man,) 
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that  1  denied  the  morsel  which  was  re- 
quired at  my  hands. 

As  my  connection  with  Lady  Isabella 
Ains  worth  was  brought  to  a  crisis  soon 
after  my  rencontre  with  Villiers,  ray 
attention  was  directed  to  a  new  object, 
sufficiently  powerful  to  obliterate  all 
traces  of  an  event,  which  would  other- 
wise have  made  a  greater  impression 
upon  my  mind.  As  he  did  not  again 
come  across  me,  I  soon  foi^ot  that  I 
had  even  seen  him.  If  I  thought  of 
him  at  all,  it  was  only  with  a  malicious 
joy  at  his  abject  condition.  He  ap- 
peared to  me  to  have  no  prospect  be- 
fore him  bul  starvation  or  crime,  one 
of  which,  I  conceived,  would  soon  rid 
the  wOrld  and  myself  of  a  monster. 

The  London  season,  and  my  con- 
cerns with  Lady  Isabella  Ainswortb, 
closed  at  nearly  the  same  time ;  but, 
for  want  of  an  object  to  which  ray  steps 
could  be  directed,  I  remained  in  London 
till  the  beginning  of  September,  intend- 
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iDg  then  to  proceed  to  Bingwood,  where 
I  had  never  been  since  my  marriage 
with  Lady  Erpingham.  Indeed  my 
visits  there  since  I  was  accompanied 
by  Doctor  Bubbleby,  when  he  went  to 
take  possession  of  the  living,  had  been 
transient  to  a  degree.  For  form's  sake, 
I  was  twice  there  in  my  way  from  Er- 
pingham to  London,  during  the.time  it 
was  under  repair  and  improvement.  I 
had  no  real  occasion  for  going  there  at 
present,  for  I  should  be  unjust  to  my 
wife  if  I  omitted  to  mention,  that  she 
actually  invited  me,  with  other  friends, 
to  pass  some  time  with  her  at  Erping- 
ham, which  she  considered  as  her  own 
property.  In  this  invitation  it  must 
be  allowed,  that  there  was  a  consider 
able  portion  of  condescension,  when 
the  peculiar  circumstances  in  which 
I  had  been  so  lately  placed  with  Lady 
Isabella  Ainsworth  are  borne  in  mind. 
My  arrival  at  Bingwood,  of  which, 
contrary  to  my  usval  custom,  I  had 


48  PROMISES. 

previously  desired  that  the  tenants 
should  be  apprized,  was  welcomed  by 
Dr.  Bubbleby  and  the  principal  part 
of  my  old  friends.  Domestic  misery 
soon  flies  abroad,  and  even  before  I 
left  London  it  was  well  known  that 
I  had  ceased  to  reside  under  the  same 
roof  with  my  wife,  and  that  my  resi- 
dence in  the  country,  for  the  future, 
would  be  fixed  at  Bingwood. 

They  who  have  had  the  opportunity 
of  witnessingthe  vast  importance  to  the 
apparent  welfare  of  a  district,  afforded 
by  the  presence  of  a  great  landed  pro- 
prietor, will  not  wonder  that  even  self- 
ish as.  I  was  in  my  habits  and  dispo- 
sition, my  presence  should  have  dif- 
fused a  real  joy.  I  have  said  the  ap- 
parent  welfare  of  a  district,  because  I 
much  doubt  whether  it  be  the  real  wel- 
fare. \i  is  to  be  questioned,  whether 
the  increased  circulation  of  money 
occasioned  by  the  residence  of  a  large 
and  wealthy  family,  counterbalances 
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the  degradatioD  in  the  moral  charac- 
ter of  the  peasantry,  ineyitable  upon 
their  mingling  with  servants  contami- 
nated by  the  vices  of  a  capital. 

I  would  by  no  means  infer  the  non- 
exiHtence  of  vicious  propensities  among 
the  rural  inhabitants  of  the  country ; 
on  the  contrary,  1  believe  that  nature 
has  distributed  the  seeds  of  good  and 
evil  with  an  equal  hand  in  all  direc- 
tions. But  example  frequently  elicits 
traits  of  depravity  which  without  that 
example  might  have  lain  dormant.  In 
a  country  village  it  may  be  as  truly 
said  of  the  living  as  of  the  dead, 

"Some  mute  inglorious  Milton,  here  may  rest, 
"  Some  Cromwell  guiltless  of  his  country's  blood," 

On  recollection,  however,  the  quota- 
tion is  not  so  well  adapted  to  my  pur- 
pose as  I  at  first  supposed,  bat  as  I 
have  written  it,  I  shall  not  draw  my 
pen  through  it.  My  mind  was  occu- 
pied with  the  bad  consequences  to  be 

VOL.    III.  D 


60  PROMISES. 

derived  from  the  conta^on  of  the  me- 
trocpolLs^  m  calling  eviis  into  active  ex- 
u^eoce  that  might  have  slumbered  till 
the  day  of  judgement.  But  if  by  siich 
meamS)  the  tongue,  or  more  properly 
apea^LiBg,  the  pen,  of  some  ''  miite  in- 
gkirious  MiltoD"  couid  be  set  in  nm- 
iioni  I  should  be  inclined  to  risk  the 
experiment,  even  at  the  el&peoce  of 
awakening  some  *'  guiltless  Crimi* 
well." 

Dr.  Bufbblctey  received  me  with  hi* 
ul^ual  complacent  smiHe.  It  did  not 
appear  to  me  that  time  had  committed 
the  least  ravage  upo<n  his  constitiifiioo. 
There  was  the  same  species  pf  vivaci- 
ous mauner,  which  at. first  had  at- 
tracted my  attention,  and  which,  had 
not  his  real  character  been  developed 
to  me,  would  still  have  led  me  to  view 
him  and  listen  to  him  with  pleasure. 

The  doctor  bad  very  recently  taken 
up  his  residence  at  the  Parsonage,  and 
had  fitted  up  the  house  in  a  costly 
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manner.  ^^  It  was  now,"  be  said,  **  a 
little  tit  for  a  christian."  By  this  phrase 
I  apprehend  the  doctor  thought  only  of 
modem  christians,  or  rather  of  the  bene* 
feed  clergy  of  kindred  sools  with  his 
awB,  and  had  forgotten  that  primitive 
Christianity  with  its  attributes  of  medc* 
ness,  charity,  and  brotherly  love  had 
ever  existed.  But  as  it  is  impossible 
that  one  person  should  be  enabled  to 
judge  of  the  motives  which  actuate  the 
conduct  of  another,  I  hive  no  right  to 
bring  accusations  against  the  doctor 
wbicfh  nothing  birt  bis  own  behaviour 
has  justified.  God  forbid  that  I  should 
charge  any  man  with  hypocrisy,  when 
perhaps  it  is  innate  vice  alone  which 
guides  his  actions,  and  impels  him  to 
a  line  of  conduct  which  his  better 
judgment  would  'condemn.  At  all 
events,  my  business  with  tire  doctor  is 
to  record  him  as  be  is,  or  as  I  found 
liini.  I  have  no  right  to  say  what  lie 
ought  to  have  been. 
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As  I  passed  by  the  parsonage  pn 
my  way  to  the  Abbey,  my  shameful 
neglect  of  Mrs.  Farren  and  her  family 
rushed  across  my  mind,  and  occasion- 
ed sensations  with  which  I  would  not 
wish  my  greatest  enemy  to  be  visited. 
I  had  promised  to  attend  to  her  wants 
and  at  the  time  I  last  saw  her,  I  had 
determined  to  repair  the  injustice  I  had 
done  to  her  family,  on  the  disposal  of 
the  living  to  Dr.  Bubbleby  at  her  hus- 
band's death.  But  from  the  moment 
of  my  giving  the  promise,  until  the 
instant  of  my  present  arrival  at  Bing- 
wood,  I  had  wholly  forgotten  that 
such  persons  as  Mrs.  Farren  and  her 
family  were  in  existence. 

My  enquiries  by  no  means  tended  to 
reconcile  me  to  myself.  Mrs.  Farren 
had,  indeed,  placed  a  reliance  on  my 
promises,  but  she  had  omitted  to.  bring 
them  to  my  recollection.  Too  proud 
to  solicit,  where  solicitation  ought  not 
to  have  been  necessary,  she  sunk  un- 
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der  the  storm  which  she  could  not 
withstand,  Stripped  most  mercilessly 
by  Dr.  Babbleby  of  every  thing  that 
could  be  torn  from  her,  she  had  de- 
spairingly left  a  place  to  which  she 
had  been  long  an  ornament,  to  seek  a 
refuge  no  one  knew  whither.  The 
doctor  alone  was  deaf  to  humanity, 
constantly  declaring  the  extent  of  his 
losses  in  taking  possession  of  a  liTing 
where  the  most  shameful  perversions^ of 
justice^  such  as  charity  and  benerolence^ 
—consideration  for  the  distressed  and 
liberality  to  the  humble,  had  been  suf- 
fered to  exist  in  despite  of  self  interest, 
and  in  defiance  of  the  interests  of  the 
church.  She  had  left  Bingwood  with 
the  respect  of  the  wealthy  and  the  uni- 
versal benediction  of  the  poor. 

Young  Farren,  who  had  nothing  but 
his  merit  to  recommend  him,  and  who 
was  wholly  unacquainted  with  those 
arts  without  which  merit  is  but  an  in* 
cumberance,  had  exerted  himself  to  the 
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vtmost  in*  procuring  tiie  nemis  cl  sbel* 
tertng  ki^  uokaippy  nother  and  her 
fiMoily.  Bat  as  his  principles  would 
not  permit  him  to  be  the  p9«der  of  vice, 
and  as  b«s  morality  would  not  auiSer 
him  to  be  the  abettor  of  indiecency,  his 
efforts  were  wholly  UBsuceessluI.  Af- 
ter navy  mtavailine  attempts  zA   ob- 

rren  a  caracy,  he  had  accepted  the 
post  of  chaplain  to  ooe  of  the  coo- 
denmed  regiments  stationed  la  an  nBh 
liealthy  fort  on  ttie  coast  of  Africa^ 

Dr.  Bubbleby  perceived  1  was  nrach 
Itart  at  the  account  whicli  bad  bew 
given  me,  bat  mistaking  the  cause  of 
mj  uneasiness,  observed  that  it  was  a 
shame  to  breed  so  many  people  to  a 
profession  already  overstocked. 

**  I  declare,"  he  continued^  "  I  am 
shocked  at  the  appearance  of  sHy 
curate  whenever  X  see  him  in  the  read- 
ing desk ;  and  of  a  week  day  it  is  really 
horrible  to  see  him  at  a  funeral.  Lord 
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Shakebags,  who  diaed  with  me  abont 
a  month  ago,  really  thought  I  en- 
couraged the  poor  devil  ia  wearing 
ragged  clothes.  By  the  bye,  my  Lord, 
I  must  positively  alter  that  dining  rooi9 
at  the  parsonage.  It  is  really  hortible 
to  place  one's  ficiends  in  a  situation, 
where  they  can  see  nothing  but  tOfii^b- 
stones.  But  as  to  my  curate,  your 
Lordship  would  hardly  judge»  by  looJk- 
ing  at  bim,  that  1  actually  pay  him 
thirty  p<Hin4$  a  year,  besides  aliowio^ 
old  fsifn^eir  Hsurrowi^l  fifteen  (billiji^ 
quavteriy  for  bis  lodging.  Really,  my 
iiord  these  are  charges  which  cut  4eep 
ipto  a  tolerably  good  living !" 

"  I  am  sorry.  Dr.  Bubbleby,  y^iU  did 
not  think  of  young  Farreu !" 

"  Youfig  Farren,  my  Lord,  waK  bis 
own  enemy.  His  ideas  of  indepeo* 
deuce  were  very  well  fitted  for  one  of 
the  cloth  who  was  already  fitted  witb 
a  uiitre,  but  totally  improper  for  a  per- 
son who  had  only  a  mitre  in  his  eye. 
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Bat  pray,  ray  Lord,  allow  me  to  ask 
if  your  lordship  has  any  interest  in  a 
certain  quarter.  They  say  that  Dr. 
Hogwashy  the  rural  dean  of  — — .  is 
past  all  recovery.  If  I  could  meet 
with  any  one  to  back  my  interest  with 
Mrs.  Sparkle,  the  present  sultana,  I 
might  perhaps  succeed." 

**  Is  that  mode  of  seeking  prefer- 
ment exactly  creditable,  doctor  ?* 

**  It  is  the  sure  mode,  my  Lord,  and 
you  cannot  blame  a  person  for  making 
the  best  use  of  influence  while  it  lasts. 
Dr.  Waddle  not  only  paid  a  thousand 
pounds,  but  obliged  his  wife  to  visit 
and  receive  Mrs.  Sparkle  till  he  suc- 
ceeded to  the  living  and  prebendary 
which  Dr.  Muzzy  bad  just  vacated  by 
death.  For  my  own  part,  I  consider 
that  all  sin  consists  in  the  intention  of 
committing  it,  and  I  think  every  step 
justifiable  which  raises  a  man  in  the 
world.  As  to  myself,  I  profess  to  be 
guided  by  liberal  principles,  and  am  one 
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who  never  views  faults  through  a  mag- 
nifyiDg  glass." 

I  v?as  already  too  well  acquainted 
with  the  character  and  disposition  of 
the  doctor  to  be  surprized  at  any  thing 
which  fell  from  his  lips.  I  would 
willingly  have  annihilated  him,  and 
have  placed  young  Farren,  if  I  could 
have  found  him,  in  his  place.  But  as 
I  could  never  bring  myself  to  acknow- 
ledge an  error,  even  though  only  an 
error  in  judgment,  I  behaved  with  all 
the  circumspection  I  was  master  of, 
adhering  to  the  outward  forms  of  civi- 
lity, while  in  my  heart  I  loathed  the 
wretch  on  whose  account  I  had  so 
totally  lost  sight  of  justice  and  pru- 
dence. 

The  doctor  told  me  that  he  should 
surprise  me  by  bringing  with  him  to 
the  Abbey  some  old  friends  that  I  little 
dreamt  of  seeing.  He  refused  to  tell  me 
who  they  were,  as  he  would^not  rob  me 
of  the  pleasure  which  I  should  doubt- 
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less  receire  from  an    agreeable   surJ 
prize. 

I  could  do  no  less  than  request  that 
the  doctor  as  well  as  his  friends  would 
honour  me  with  their  company  on  the 
following  day.  To  this  the  doctor 
assented,  promising  in  the  name  of  the 
party  for  their  punctual  attendance. 


A   9iQA»  TO  FRKFERMRIIT,         |# 


CHAP.   V. 

A  ROAD   TO  PREFERMENT. 

I  DID  not  much  rack  nay  brain  ia 
divining  to  which  of  my  old  acquaints 
ances  the  doctor  alluded.  I  had  noo^ 
that  could  create  any  intereiit  in  me^ 
but  it  so  happened  that  I  wait  assailed 
by  old  friends  from  more  quarters  than 
one.  My  arrival  at  Bingwood  was 
soon  buzzed  about  the  country,  and 
on  the  second  morning  I  waa  gratified 
with  a  ^visit  from  the  Earl  of  Cully#- 
more.  I  was  somewhat  at  a  loss  to 
account  for  my  being  thus. honour^ 
particularly    as    several    years  '  hud 

D  6 
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elapsed  since  I  considered  myself  on 
terms  of  intimacy  with   him.     Lord 

.  Cullymore,  however,  I  found  had  been 
some  years  practising  a  rigid  system 

•  of  economy,  for  the  best  of  all  possi- 
ble reasons,  and  had  made  the  impor- 
tant discovery  that  his  expences  were 
considerably  curtailed  in  making  use 
of  other  people's  houses  instead  of  his 
own. 

From  a  phaeton  and  four,  accompa- 
nied by  two  grooms  in  splendid  live- 
ries, his  lordship  had  gradually  des* 
cended  to  a  one  horse  chaise,  attended 
by  a  lad  in  no  livery  at  all.  I  do  not 
apprehend  that  his  lordship  was  any 
where  much  distinguished  as  a  wel* 
come  guest,  but  the  way  in  which  he 
usually  made  good  his  quarters  was 
such  as  insured  him  admittance,  and 
as  his  feelings  were  not  of  the  most 
sensitive  order,  I  imagine,  that  it  re- 
quired  a  hint  of  rather  a  broad  des- 
cription, such  as  a  total  removal,  or 
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some  other  mode  equally  effectual,  to 
get  rid  of  him. 

My  having  the  pleasure  of  then  see- 
ing him,  was  occasioned  by  the  re- 
moval of  Sir  Jeffrey  Henclack  and  his 
family  to  the  Continent.  A  watering 
place  would  not  answer  the  purpose, 
as  Lord  Cullymore  proposed  to  ac- 
company them.  Thus  unhoused,  he 
made  his  way  to  Bingwood,  merely, 
as  he  stated,  when  he  shook  my  hand 
on  alighting  from  his  humble  vehicle, 
to  stay  a  single  night  on  his  way  to 
Lord  Snuffleton's. 

I  could  not  do  otherwise  than  ex- 
press myself  gratified  at  the  honour  he 
was  doing  me,  and  as  I  was  not  at  that 
time  aware  of  the  extreme  difficulty  of 
dislodging  him,  I  was  rather  pleased 
than  otherwise,  at  the  presence  of  a 
person,  who  would  assist  me  in  finding 
entertainment  for  Doctor  Bubbleby 
and   my  old  acquaintances,  whoever 
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they  ware»  that  iotended  to  bonoiir  me 
with  their  company. 

About  half  aD  hour  before  diuner, 
I  perceived  Doctor  Bobbleby  making 
his  way  across  the  lawn,  accompanied 
by  two  ladies  and  a  gentleman.  The 
latter  I  soon  recc^nized  as  Mr.  Purry, 
and  as  the  party  approached,  I  soon 
traced  the  features  of  Mrs.  Dunder. 
To  the  second  lady  I  was  an  entire 
stranger,  but  I  supposed  she  could  be 
no  other  than  the  worthy  helpmate  of 
the  worthy  doctor. 

Under  this  last  impression,  when  I 
rose  to  pay  my  respects  to  Mrs.  Dun- 
der, and  to  hold  out  my  hand  to  Mr. 
Purry,  I  addressed  the  other  lady 
with,  **  Mrs.  Bobbleby  I  presume." 

The  Doctor  blushed  and  affected  to 
smile,  assuring  me  he  was  not  so 
happy  ;  the  lady  he  had  the  honour  to 
present  to  me,  never  having  blest  any 
man  with  her  charms  and  accomplish- 
ments, but  still  under  the  appellation 
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of  Miss  Lavinia  Packthread,  coDtiuued 
to  dart  her  unerring  shafts  to  such  as 
rashly  exposed  themseWes  vvithin  the 
range  of  her  powers. 

I  made  my  bow  to  Miss  Lavinia  as 
to  a  stranger,  and  when  the  doctor  had 
finished  his  eulogium^  I  looked  np  at ' 
the  person  who  was  the  object  of  it. 
I  confess  I  saw  nothing  particularly 
attractive  in  a  tall  thin  female  of  about 
thirty-five  years  of  age,  but  I  gave  a 
tacit  consent  to  the  doctor's  account 
by  making  a  second  bow,  much  lower 
than  the  6rst. 

I  expressed  myself,  as  in  duty  bound, 
highly  delighted  at  seeing  my  old 
friends,  and  we  all  exchanged  mutual 
congratulations  at  the  little  alteration 
which  time  had  been  able  to  effect. 
Mr.  Purry,  indeed,  did  not  pay  me 
many  compliments  on  my  youthful 
appearance,  but  Mrs.  Dunder  assured 
me  that  I  did  not  look  a  day  older 
than  when  I  was  at  Uarrowgate, 


64  A   ROAD  TO   PREFERMENT. 

I  made  the  whole  party  known  to 
Lord  Cullymore,  and  then  asked  the 
Doctor  if  we  should  not  have  the  ho- 
nour of  seeing  Mrs.  Bubbleby. 

The  Doctor  again  coloured,  and  ob- 
served that  Mrs.  Bubbleby  was  unfor- 
tunately from  home. 

I  saw  plainly  that  Mrs.. .  Bubbleby 
was  a  tender  point  with: the  Doctor, 
particularly  as  neiUier  the  ladies,  nor 
Mr.  Purry,  made  any  allusions  to  her. 
I  did  not  conceive  there  was  any  harm 
in  Mrs.  Dunder  choosing  to  visit  the 
Doctor  under  such  circumslanceSi  but 
,  that  Miss  Lavinia  Packthread  should 
be  a  visitor  during  the  absence  of  the 
;  mistress  of  the  house,  struck  me  as 
being  somewhat  extraordinary,  parti- 
cularly as  Miss  Lavinia  had  by  no 
means  lost  the  traces  of  having  had  in 
her  youth  considerable  pretensions  to 
beauty. 

As  I  have  represented  Miss  Lavinia 
as  only  thirty-five,  and  spoke  of   the 
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traces  of  former  beauty,  I  dare  say,  I 
shall  be  reminded  of  the  many  lovely 
women  whose  ages  mach  exceed  what 
I  have  mentioned.     I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  agree  to  the  truth  of  this  propo- 
sition, but  if  my  memory  does  not  fail 
me,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  love- 
iaspiring  race  of  females,  who  at  that 
age  have  retained  their  powers  of  cap- 
tivating, and  perhaps  have  had  those 
powers  increase  with  their  years,  haTe 
not  been  doomed  by  fate  or  caprice  to 
a  life  of  single  blessedness.     I  have  no 
dislike  to  such  as  are  denominated  old 
maids,  nor  do  I  think  they  merit   the 
aspersions  which  are  usually  levelled 
at  them.      Their  situation  arises  more 
from  misfortune  than  from  fault,  and 
it  is  no  matter  of  wonder  that  misfor* 
tune  should  sour   the  temper.     As  I 
have  never  by  marriage  contributed  to 
the  happiness  of  a  woman,  I  have  pro- 
bably no  right  to  extol  the  advantages 
of  a  state,  of  the  blessings  of  which  I 
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am  confessedly  ignorant,  but  I  firmly 
belieye  that  neither  man  nor  iivomai 
lead  a  single  life  from  inclination. 

Having  broke  the  thread  of  my  story 
in  honour  of  Miss  Lavinia,  I  shall  take 
the  liberty,  before  I  resume  it,  of  saying 
,a  word  or  two  relative  to  Dr.  Rubble- 
by  and  his  fair  lady,  which  as  it  is 
not  exactly  intertwined  with  nay  own 
actions,  may   as   well   be   mentioiied 
here  as  any  where  else.     Not  that  I 
beard  of  the  circnm^itances  I  am  abo«t 
to  mention  till  long  after  the  period  ctf 
which  in  the  natural  course  of  things 
I  ought  to  be  relating,  yet  as  I>oct0r 
Biihbleby  is  now  properly  before  me»«^ 
as  I  entertain  towards  him   a  dislike 
almost  amounting  to  hatred,  and  a  con- 
tempt close  verging  upon  disgust, -*-as 
after  this  I  shall  have  done  with  biiu  for 
some  time  to  come, — all  these  reasous 
combined,  induce  me  to  get  him  off  my 
hands  for  the   present,  that   he  may 
i^ut  come  across  my  mind  at  times 
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when  I  wocild  willingly  forget  that 
such  a  beieg  is  hi  exis^tence.  I  am 
aware  that  I  have  been  guilty  of  an- 
ticipating my  story  in  more  than  one 
instancet,  but  I  question  if  sticking 
closer  to  cli.roiiology  would  have  niade 
it  more  intelligible.  At  all  events,  I 
will  inaintaia  uiy  indefeasible  right  of 
telling  my  own  story  in  my  own  way. 

How  I  esLiue  by  my  information  is 
af  bttle  M  no  consequence,  it  is  suffi* 
cieiit  that  I  am  satisfied  with  its  being 
tTM^  Mid  I  leave  the  reader  to  judge 
whetber  the  account  was  calculated 
to  raise  the  Doctor  in  my  esteem,  or 
whether  it  was  likely  to  encrease  the 
eonteaa{>t  and  disgust,  with  which  I 
had  viewed  him,  previous  to  my  be* 
coming  acquainted  with  the  circum- 
stances 1  am  going  to  relate. 

Doctor  Bubbieby  was  the  offspring 
of  a  damsel,  who  superintended  the 
domestic  arrangments  of  the  Vicar 
of  »■■■  Scandal  had  busted  her- 
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self  with  the  worthy  Vicar,  but  had 
not  been  sufficiently  powerful  to  affix 
the  bantling  upon  him,  as  the  chastity 
of  the  Doctor's  mother  was  not  exact- 
ly clear  from  stain.  But  the  Vicar 
was  not  devoid  of  benevolence,  as  he 
placed  little  Theophilus,  who  was 
christened  after  himself,  at  the  charity 
school. 

The  death  of  the  Vicar,  before  Theo- 
philus had  attained  his  tenth  year, 
threw  him  upon  the  wide  world ;  as  his 
mother,  having  to  seek  a  fresh  connec- 
tion for  herself,  could  not  be  expected 
to  take  upon  her  the  charge  of  sup- 
porting a  boy,  whoj  in  this  manu- 
facturing country,  ought  to  be  able  to 
maintain  himself.  Theophilus  was  there- 
fore turned  adrift,  and,  at  a  loss  for 
present  subsistence,  joined  a  set  of 
personages  who  were  in  the  practice  of 
levymg  general  contributions^  under  the 
appellation  of  gypsies. 

A  vagrant  life  was  suited  to  the  pliant 
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disposition  of  the  young  Theophilus; 
and  had  it  not  been  for  a  trifling  acci- 
dent, the  hero,  in  spite  of  his  diminu- 
tive stature,  might  have  risen  to  some 
rank  in  the  army  of  beggars.  That  he 
was  abundantly  supplied  with  cunning, 
I  bad  ample  proofs,  and  could  readily 
believe  that  he  would  have  been  one 
of  the  brightest  ornaments  to  such  a 
society.  The  accident  I  allude  to  was 
the  murder  of  a  traveller,  whose  re- 
sistance to  a  robbery  rendered  murder 
inevitable,  at  least  in  the  opinion  of  the 
gang.  The  retreat  not  being  conducted 
with  the  requisite  degree  of  care  and 
circumspection,  the  party,  including 
Tbeophilus,  were  seized  within  a  few 
hours  of  the  perpetration  of  the  deed, 
and  safely  lodged  in  **  durance  vile," 
under  strong  presumptive  evidences  of 
guilt. 

The  honour  of  the  gang  had  been 
proverbial,  and  it  might  have  been 
questioned  if  the  presumptive  proofs 
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which  could  be  adduced  agamst  them, 
would  have  been  sufficient  to  convict 
them,  had  not  the  dread  of  puwishment 
and  the  hope  of  escape,  operated  upon 
the  mind  of  Theophilus.  The  boy  was 
then  between  fourteen  atnl  fifteen  years 
of  age,  and  had  already  fe4t  ths^  the 
world  was  before  him.  Knowing  that 
his  character  for  integrity  was  lost 
among  the  gypsey  fraternity,  if  lie 
alone  evaded  the  fangs  of  justice,  and 
certain  if  he  did  not  evade  them,  tbc^e 
was  no  hope  of  furliher  preferment,  be 
sent  a  private  intimation  to  the  ma- 
gistrate by  whom  he  and  his  friends 
had  been  committed,  desiring  a  secret 
conference. 

A  piteous  tale  which  accompan^ied 
the  recital  of  the  murder,  inclined  the 
magistrate  to  look  upon  the  betrayer  of 
his  comrades  with  a  favourable  eye. 
Theophiius  gave  the  justice  to  under- 
stand, that  his  parents,  he  could  recol- 
lect, were  in  a  state  ef  affluence  when 
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be  was  stolen  from  them,  but  that  he 
was  too  young  to  remember  either  their 
names  or  their  place  of  abode. 

The  consequences  were,  that  Theo- 
pbilos  was  admitted  a  king's  evidence--- 
bis  former  associates  stood  candidates 
for  the  gallows,  to  which  they  were 
duly  elected,  aud  Theopbiliis  himself 
was  received  under  the  protection  of 
the  justice,  not  only  oa  account  of  his 
youth,  but  also  because  the  boy  had 
led  bis  new  patron  to  believe  that  bis 
life  would  be  in  danger  from  the  ven- 
geance of  the  gypsey  fraternity. 

Theophilus  conducted  himself  for 
some  time  with  the  greatest  circtfmspec- 
tioo.  He  had,  indeed,  so  won  upon 
his  patron,  that  the  latter  exerted  him- 
self to  discover  the  parents  of  his  pro- 
\x%k.  Such  an  event,  however,  was 
not  very  ])robabIe,  as  the  story  had  no 
better  foundation  than  what  the  brain 
of  Theophilus  himself  could  supply. 
However,  his  end  was  so  far  answered, 
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that  the  suspicions  to  which  his  former 
habits  and  recent  situation  had  given 
rise,  gradually  disappeared.  The  hand 
of  kindness  was  held  out  to  him^  and 
it  was  his  own  fault  that  every  oppor- 
tunity for  his  advancement  was  not  af- 
forded him. 

But  the  future  Rector  of  Bingwood 
thought  perhaps  in  the  same  way  with 
the  philosopher,  who  maintained  that 
there  was  a  short  cut  to  the  intellectual 
regions ;  and  judged  that  the  road  to 
honours  and  distinctions  was  equally 
concise.  But  let  his  motives  be  what 
they  may,  the  result  will  speak  for  it- 
self. He  had  contrived  to  worm  himself 
into  trust  and  confidence  ;  and  his  first 
step  at  obtaining  them  was  to  abuse 
them.  His  patron  discovered  the  elope- 
ment of  Theophilus  by  the  state  of  his 
bureau,  which  was  emptied  of  all  its 
portable  contents,  including  a  consider- 
able sum  of  ready  money,  and  some 
valuable  trinkets. 
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Tbe  next  public  appearance  of  Theo- 
philus  was  on  the  death  of  his  former 
patron.  He  had  indulged  in  privacy  till 
be  was  enabled  to  venture  forth,  without 
fear  of  contributing  to  the  general  en- 
tertaiuraent,  by  an  exhibition  of  himself 
at  the  bar  of  a  court  of  justice.  How 
this  interval  of  his  life,  which  lasted 
about  twelve  years,  was  filled  up,  can 
be  only  knownto  himself;  but,  on  his 
emerging  from  obscurity,  he  was  in- 
stalled into  the  office  of  valet  dechambre 
and  principal  pimp  to  the  Earl  of  Scut- 
Uebone. 

The  deranged  state  of  the  noble  Earl's 
affairs,  imperioysly  called^  not  only  for 
retrenchment  and  economy,  but  also 
for  reparation.  The  latter  was  obtained 
hjl  excl^anging  nobility  for  ready  cash, 
tbrotugb  the  medium  of  marriage.  The 
disipissal  of  the  reigning  sultana  was, 
however,  a  point  ^insisted  upon,  as 
well  as  a  reform  in  the  establishment. 

VOL.  III.  E 
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The  Earl  was  not  in  a  situation  to 
lH?fuse  compliance  with  any  conditions 
i!v%ich  were  demanded  of  him.  The 
wAy  two  persons  who  could  give  him 
any  disturbance  were,  his  mistress  and 
his  pimp.  The  roost  natural  t^onrse 
was  to  unite  their  interests  togettier, 
itnd  to  make  the  satne  proTision  serve 
fear  botti.  The  Earl  sounded  his  *valet, 
who  consented  to  receive  the  lady,  for 
better  and  for  worse,  in  ca^e  the  Earl 
would  procure  htm  to  %re  ordained,  and 
would  settle  an  annuity  upot  him,  until 
he  provided  him  with  a  living  ef  at 
leai9t  fotir  hundred  a  year. 

As  Lord  Scuttlebone^s  interest,  hffttk 
ill  church  and  "state,  were  constderafble, 
lie  was  charmed  with  the  moderation 
of  his  attendant  Dispatching  faim 
therefore  into  the  country,  he  soon  %e- 
^me  a  deacon.  The  great  difficfnlty 
was  now  past.  His  lordship,  who  was 
a  man  df  the  strictest  honour,  put  his 
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band  td  the  annuity  deed,  and  Bubblelrf, 
who  on  this  oecasion  was  no  less  a 
man  of  honour,  espoused  the  lady.  \ 

In  d«ie  time,  be  was  placed  in  a  state 
to  receive  the  first  living  which  should 
enable  his  lordship  to  caned  the  aa- 
utAtj  deed.  In  the  mean  while,  the 
merits  of  the  new  clergyman  had  spread 
£ir  and  wide,  and  had  'been  sufficient 
to  induce  one  of  the  Scotch  eoil^es  to 
transmit  him  a  diploma,  which  atllowed 
him  to  place  L.  L.  D.  to  the  end  of  Ins 
aame,  simp4y  upon  the  payment  of  some 
trifling  fees. 

Mrs.  Subbleby  had  considerable 
claims  tipon  the  kindness  of  her  late 
protector ;  it  was  therefore  with  plea- 
sore  that  his  Lordi^tp  saw  her  treated 
with  marks  of  outward  attention,  by 
the  Imsband  assigned  to  her.  The 
condvcft  of  Btfbbleby  was  indeed  ex- 
^oiplary,  until,  hy  the  interest  of  his 
INitron,  who  exerted  bis  influence  to  the 

£  2 
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utmost,  be  obtained  a  living  of  a  greater 
yelxxe  tban  was  agreed  upon. 

Tbe  Doctor  tben  tbrew  off  tbe  mask, 
and  treated  his  wife  with  the  greatest 
inbumanity,  never  addressing  her  but 
by  tbe  most  opprobrious  epithets.  Her 
spirits  sunk  under  a  series  of  ill  usage> 
aud  she  tacitly  suffered  herself  to  be 
driven  to  a  state  of  absolute  seclusion, 
assigning  as  a  reason,  according  to  tbe 
mandate  of  the  Doctor,  the  love  of  re- 
tirement. 

As  the  Doctor's  living  was  in  a  part 
of  Yorkshire  not  much  frequented  by 
those  who,  from  previous  knowledge, 
could  cast  a  slur  upon  his  character,  be 
was  enabled  to  make  his  way  in  his 
new  neighbourhood,  and  to  assume. an 
air  of  respectability.  But  as  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  his  living  did  not  allow 
a  full  scope  for  his  talents,  or  hold  .out 
to  him  the  hopes  of  farther  preferment, 
be  usually  indulged  himself  in  excur- 


A    ROAD   TO   PREFERMENT.         77 

sions  to  places  of  public  resort,  with  a 
view   of  insinuating  himself  into  the 
good  graces  of  such  as  were  likely  to 
forward  him  in  the  profession  which  he 
had  chosen.     How  well  he  succeeded 
with  me,  I  have  already  mentioned ; 
but  I  never  learnt  that  he  was  equally 
successful  with  any  one  else.  Probably 
the  dread  of  discovery  kept  him  aloof 
from  playing  a  deep  game.     He  had 
been,  however,  fortunate  in  some  minor 
speculations,  and  had  received   solid 
testimonies  of  esteem,  in  the  form  of 
l^acies,  from  several  valued  friends. 

On  his  taking  up  his  residence  at 

Bingwood,  he  had  brought  his  wife  ^ro 

format  and  had  shown  her  for  a  few 

days ;  but  she  was  soon  consigned  to 

her  obscurity,  leaving  the  Doctor  free 

and  uncontrolled.     Mrs.  Bubbleby,  he 

told  every  body,  was  so  attached   to 

her  former  place  of  residence,  that  she 

was  averse  to  leaving  it ;  and  he  lovefl 

her  too  dearly  to  oppose  her  wishes : 

E  3 
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but  necessity  compelled  bim  to  remaio 
a  certain  time  at  Bingwood,  and  conse- 
quently to  act  in  a  maDner  totally  dis- 
sonant to  bis  warmest  wishes. 

1  imagine  that  when  I  had  the  pleah 
sure  of  seeing  Mrs.  Dnnder,  and  Mr. 
Purry^  they  were  in  training  for  a 
ihumping  legacy.  As  to  Miss  Lavinia, 
she  was  perhaps  intended  for  a  second 
Mrs.  Bubbleby^  in  case  the  Doctor  bad 
been  fortunate  enough  to  bave  got  rid 
of  the  first  But  Mrs.  Bubbleby's  heart 
was  proof  against  all  the  attempts  of  the 
Doctor  to  break  it,  and  sbe  managed 
to  live  in  spite  of  insult  and  ill  usage. 

By  the  same  means  which  ha¥e  en* 
abled  me  to  give  *^  some  account "  of 
the  Doctor,  I  learnt  that  he  was  not 
more  successful  ei their  with  the  widow 
or  the  West  Indian.  The  former,  shortly 
after  her  visit  to  Bingwood,  having 
married  her  footman,  to  the  great  joy 
of  the  party-coloured  race,  taking  care, 
in  the  first  place,  to  secure  her  property 
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to  ber  own  disposal.  The  fri^ds  of 
the  ]ttdy  were  grievously  oflfeuded  at  ber 
choice;  but  this,  she  professed  to  wonder 
9Xy  seeing  that  he  was  a  promising  yowpg 
man.  His  progress  on  the  fiddle,  when 
be  had  only  been  two  months  a  stu- 
dent, being  a  striking  mark  of  what 
bis  natural  genius  could  surmount, 
when  his  mind  was  property  directed 
in  a  course  of  genteel  accompliskmettts. 

With  Mr.  Purry  the  Doctor  was  stttl 
more  unlucky ;  for  the  old  bachelor  i»r 
soTeral  years  paid  an  autnmqal  visit  to 
Bingwood ;  but  on  the  first  hint  of  ex- 
pectations, the  friendship  which  bad 
united  their  kindred  souls  together,  was 
instantly  snapt.  The  Doctor's  hopes 
were  entirely  blighted,,  and  the  fortune 
which  the  West  Indian  proposed  to  di- 
vide among  his  mulatto  progeny  re- 
mained untouched. 

Mr.  Purry's  feelings,  however,  were 
not  over-nice ;  and  it  was  some  time 
before   he   could   understand  the  nu- 
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merous  hints  of  the  Doctor,  that  his 
room  was  preferable  to  his  company. 
At  last  the  Doctor  succeeded,  by  re- 
questing the  loan  of  two  hundred 
pounds  on  his  note  for  five  years.  This 
had  the  desired  effect.  Mr.  Purry,  who 
had  just  been  boasting  of  his  riches, 
now  had  not  a  shilling  that  he  could 
call  his  own ;  and  notwithstanding  he 
had  expressed  his  intention  of  remain- 
ing at  Bingwood  till  after  Christmas, 
he  was  suddenly  summoned  to  town 
upon  indispensible  business.  The  Doc- 
tor chuckled  at  the  success  of  his  stra- 
tagem. The  dear  friends  parted,  to 
meet— as  strangers. 


PRESUMPTIVE   EYIDENCK.  ftl 


CHAP.  VI. 


PRESUMPTIVE  EVIDENCE. 

IN  the  r^alar  course  of  events,  I 
ought  perhaps  to  put  upon  record  some 
farther  "  account"  of  the  beings  who 
were  congregated  under  my  roo£  I 
can  recoUect  some  expressions  of  the 
Earl  of  Cully  more,  which  disgusted 
me,  and  some  verbal  quibbles  from  the 
reverend  Doctor  which  sickened  me. 
As  to  the  rest  of  the  party,  they  were 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  neutral. 
The  occurrences  of  the  day,  as  they 
did  not  afford  me  the  slightest  portion 
of  amusement,  though  presenty  are  not 

£  5 


62  FRBSVttPTlVE   EVI0BMCA. 

likely  to  yield  entertainment  to  those 
who  were  absent.  I  shall  therefore  dis- 
miss my  friends  to  the  parsonage,  and 
the  Earl  of  CuUymore  to  his  downy 
couch,  without  the  smallest  portion  of 
regret,  and  continue  my  story. 

At  the  time  of  luy  marriage,  and 
pending  the  arrangement  of  my  house- 
hold, I  had  made  use  of  all  my  interest, 
and  had  succeeded  in  having  Giles  in- 
stalled into  the  office  of  butler.  This 
was  not  accomplished  without  a  very 
considerable  opposition  on  the  part  of 
Lady  Erpingham,  and  her  confidential 
'advisers,  who  all  expressed  themselves 
unwilling  that  a  post  of  such  trust  and 
confidence  should  be  yielded  to  a  per- 
son who  had  nothing  but  my  recom- 
mendation in  his  favour.  As  it  was 
the  only  point  on  which  I  showed  any 
symptoms  of  obstinacy,  it  was  gra- 
ciously acceded  to  me,  on  condition, 
however,  that  I  was  never  to  interfere 
hereafter,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
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in  aoy  fotore  arraogements  which  oi%ht 
seem  good  unto  the  Coanten.  I  agreed 
generally  to  the  terms,  which  were  re* 
diiced  to  writing,  to  prevent  the  poeei* 
bility  of  any  mistake.  The  dismiMal 
of  my  valet  was  the  first  act  of  the  ar- 
bitrary power  thus  obtained.  His  crime 
was  an  offence^  of  what  nature  I  v^ae 
never  informed,  against  her  ladyship** 
maid.  I  remonstrated ;  but  the  articles 
between  us  convinced  me  that  I  must 
submit.  This  I  did  with  a  very  ill  graces 
but  it  was  inevitable.  As  1  had  no  great 
inclination,  however,  for  a  servant  of 
her  ladyship's  choosing,  to  be  imme- 
diately about  my  person,  I  purchased 
the  right  of  nominating  my  own  do* 
mestic  by  some  further  concessions,  her 
ladyship  still  reserving  to  herself  the 
right  of  dismission. 

Of  the  fidelity  and  attachment  of 
Giles,  I  had  never  entertained  the 
smallest  doubt ;  and  had  any  farther 
proofe  of  his  regard  been  needfol,  they 
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would  have  been  found  in  his  quitting 
his  *^  darling^'  stable,  at  my  solicita*' 
tion,  to  take  upon  himself  the  super«> 
intendance  of  the  wine  and  plate ;  and 
likewise  at  his  quitting  a  situation  of 
ease,  comfort,  and  regularity,  which 
he  had  filled,  even  to  the  satisfaction 
of  Lady  Erpingham,  when  I  wholly 
severed  my  establishment  from  that  of 
my  wife.  Giles  then  was  reinstated 
in  his  former  post,  and  cheerfully  re- 
sumed  his  double  capacity  of  groom 
and  valet. 

About  a  week  after  I  had  been  at 
BiQgwood,  one  of  the  footmen,  after 
mucb/circumlocution,  and  numberless 
professions  of  sorrow  at  having  an  in- 
vidious duty  imposed  upon  him,  but 
which  his  strict  ideas  of  honesty,  no 
less  than  his  regard  for  my  welfare  ren- 
dered unavoidable,  told  me  that  he 
strongly  suspected  Giles  of  having  con* 
verted  to  his  own  use  a  considerable 
quantity  of  plate,  and  other  valuable 
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property.  Aware  that  Giles  had  given 
up  his  late  trust  with  the  highest  cha- 
racter for  hoBesty  and  integrity  from 
Lady  Erpingham  herself,  who,  not- 
withstanding his  having  belonged  to 
me,  would  willingly  have  detained  him, 
I  treated  the  information  in  the  way  it 
really  merited,  and,  as  at  first,  I  thought 
it  really  deserved. 

But  when  the  ruin  of  an  individual 
is  determined  upon,  proofs  can  always 
be  showered  thick  as  hail.  To  one  who 
had  suffered,  as  I  had  done,  from  mis- 
placed confidence,  ''  trifles  light  as  air'' 
were  calculated  to  appear  in  the  light 
of  "  confirmation  strong  as  holy  writ.** 
Although  I  openly  repelled  the  insinua- 
tion, it  did  not  fail  of  making  a  due 
impression  upon  a  mind  awake  to  sus- 
picion. I  despised  the  tale-bearer,  but 
at  the  same  time  I  did  not  disregard 
the  tale ;  and  on  hearing  assurances 
from  other  quarters,  which  corroborated 
the  testimony  of  the  first  informer,  I 
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considered  that  it  was  high  time  to  in* 
stitute  a  strict  enquiry  into  the  asser- 
tions which  had  been  made,  with  the 
intent  of  leading  to  the  total  exculpa- 
tion of  Giles,  or  as  1  dreaded,  to  his 
condemnation. 

With  a  view  of  making  the  honesty 
of  Giles  stand  or  fall  by  the  circam* 
stances  which  could  be  momentarily 
developed,  I  dispatched  him  upon  a 
sleeveless  errand,  which  would  occupy 
the  whole  day,  in  order  that  in  the 
presence  of  the  housekeeper  and  of  the 
footman,  who  had  first  awakend  my 
suspicions,  I  might  proceed  unmolested 
in  my  search.  We  carefully  examined 
his  pantry,  of  which  he  kept  the  key, 
by  means  of  a  set  of  picklocks,  which 
the  footman  pretended  to  have  found 
in  the  bed-room  of  Giles,  but  which 
his  dexterity  in  their  application  ought 
to  have  convinced  me,  that  they  be- 
longed to  himself.  Nothing,  however, 
was  discoverable ;  every  thing  appeared 
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I'^Iar  in  the  extreme ;  nor  was  there 
anything  which  indicated  the  slightest 
approach  to  guilt  or  concealment  From 
the  pantry  we  adjourned  to  Giles's  bed- 
chamber. The  same  means  which  en* 
abled  me  to  ascertain  the  honesty  of 
Giles  in  his  pantry,  served  to  discover 
his  iKf honesty  elsewhere.  To  my  asto- 
iiishmenty  as  well  as  to  my  regret,  in 
one  of  his  boxes  1  perceived  one  of  my 
lai^est  table-cloths  cut  into  four  pieces, 
together  with  a  watch  which  I  valued 
and  cherished  because  it  had  been 
admired  by  Lydia  Berriugton,  and  se- 
veral articles  of  plate,  of  a  description 
which  my  usual  habits  of  living  did 
not  render  necessary  to  my  table. 

In  addition  to  what  I  saw  before  me, 
I  was  told  that  Giles  had  forwarded  a 
heavy  box  by  the  waggon,  directed  to 
the  sister  of  his  mother,  who  lived  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Whitechapel. 

I  could  no  longer  doubt  the  evidence 
of  my  own  senses,  and  was  determined 
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to  punish  this  further  breach  of  my 
confidence  in  an  exemplary  manner; 
more  particularly  as  I  detected  the 
hypocrisy  of  Giles,  who  on  many  occar 
sions,  had  exposed,  without  mercy,  the 
delinquencies  of  several  of  the  minor  do- 
mestics, and  had  procured  their  dismis- 
sal with  disgrace,  and  loss  of  character. 
I  recalled  these  occurrences  to  my 
mind,  in  order  that  my  previous  regard 
might  not  tempt  me  to  swerve  from  the 
line  of  conduct,  which  I  considered 
myself  called  upon  to  adopt ;  not  only 
as  an  injured  individual,  but  as  a  per<- 
son  whose  station  in  life  required  him 
to  hold  out  an  example  of  justice  and 
decision. 

I  ordered  the  box  to  be  carefully  re- 
placed, and  its  contents  laid  in  the 
same  manner  as  when  we  opened  it. 
My  next  step  was  to  attend  a  neigh- 
bouring justice  of  peace,  in  order  to 
procure  the  requisite  assistance  in  trac- 
ing the  box  which  was  transmitted  to 
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Giles's  aunt.  The  deposition  of  the 
footman  was  taken,  and  proper  notice 
of  the  box,  and  of  its  direction,  was 
sent  to  the  police  offices  in  London. 
It  was  seized  at  the  moment  of  its  de- 
livery at  the  place  of  its  destination, 
and  after  an  inventory  of  its  contents 
was  taken,  it  was  returned  to  me  at 
BiDgwood. 

The  box  contained  plate  and  valu- 
ables to  a  considerable  amount,  and 
were  altogether  of  a  description  of 
which  apparently  he,  and  he  alone, 
could  have  got  into  his  possession.  To 
make  the  matter  more  certain,  and  to 
place  his  guilt  beyond  the  possibility 
of  dispute,  the  direction  to  bis  aunt 
which  was  affixed  to  the  box,  was  in 
bis  own  hand- writing. 

The  box  from  London,  and' that  in 
his  room,  in  which  my  property  had 
been  discovered,  I  desired  might  be 
brought  into  my  study.  On  the  return 
of  Giles  1  asked  him  to  empty  thecon* 
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tents  of  both  boxes  on  the  floor.  He 
obeyed  without  the  least  hesitation  or 
embarrassment. 

He  gazed  with  astonishment  at  the 
scene  before  him,  but  certainly  betray- 
ed no  symptoms  of  guUt.  He  looked 
from  one  thing  to  another,  until  at  last 
casting  his  eyes  upon  the  directiOB  of 
the  box  \rhich  had  been  forwarded  to 
London,  and  recognizing  his  hand 
writing,  he  exclaimed,  ««  Christ,  who 
has  done  this  !  What  can  I  say, 
WBfy  Lord  ?  How  shall  l^obtain  bdicf  I 
But  as  God  shall  hear  me  I  am  inno- 
centr 

His  look  and  manner  disarmed  me. 
I  considered  him  to  be  guilty,  but  I 
was  far  from  being  sorry  that  there  was 
no  witness  to  our  conference. 

"  There  is  no  occasion,"  said  I,  "  to 
add  falsehood  to  your  crimes.  Your 
acts  speak  but  too  plainly  for  them- 
selves. They  are  of  a  nature  which 
admit  of  no  explanation.     But  we  have 


PRESUMPTIVE   ETIDBNCS.  91 

drawD  our  subsistence  from  the  same 
breast,^that  consideratioo,  and  that 
alone,  saves  you  from  the  horrors  of 
ignominious  proceedings.  Think  your* 
self  fortunate  that  you  meet  with  lenity 
when  justice  is  all  that  your  crimes 
could  expect.  Your  arrears  of  wages, 
be  they  what  they  may,  shall  be  for- 
warded to  your  mother.  You  may  re- 
move your  clothes ;  it  can  be  done  im- 
mediately. It  will  then  be  your  in- 
terest to  place  yourself  where  we  may 
nevar  meet  again.  You  are  now  safe, 
bat  I  will  not  answer  for  your  safety 
eight  and  forty  hours  hence.'' 

•*  My  Lord/'  cried  the  poor  wretch, 
&Uing  on  his  knees  with  a  look  which 
implcMred  for  mercy  and  foi^iveness, 
"  there  is  a  power  above  that  can  read 
dl  hearts,— —mine **- 

"  Begone !  another  moment  and  the 
coDsequences  may  be  fatal." 

I  applied  my  hand  to  the  bell — Giles 
clasped   his  hands  together  in  despair 
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aud  rushed  out  of  the  room.  He  im- 
mediately  left  the  bouse,  but  1  gave 
directioDS  that  whatever  belonged  to 
him  should  be  sent  to  his  mothers',  to 
whom,  notwithstanding  my  rage  I  was 
desirous  of  softening  down  her  soh'ft 
deliquency^  and  for  that  purpose  ga?e 
the  servants  to  understand  that  a  meor 
tion  of  what  had  passed  would  be  far 
from  meeting  my  approbation.  Pe^ 
haps  I  took  the  most  effectual  method 
of  making  the  circumstances  known. 
At  all  events  the  disgrace  of  Giles  and 
the  causes  which  led  to  it  wei^  not  oivlji 
well  known  but  were  magnified  out  hi 
all  reasonable  proportion. 

The  exit  of  poor  Giles  was  witne»Se^ 
by  the  other  servants,  and  particularly 
by  the  footman  who  had  lodged  this 
information  against  him,  with  a  sort  o 
malignant  joy.  I  confess  I  did  not  fee 
exactly  satisfied  with  myself,  but  f  die 
not  see  that  I  could  have  acted  other 
wise  in  the  face  of  such  incontrovertibh 
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evidence.  Giles  was  not  popular 
among  his  fellow  servants.  This  I 
used  to  attribute  to  his  fidelity  towards 
his  master,  although  I  will  do  him  the 
justice  to  say  that  he  never  complained 
of  a  fellow  servant  till  all  hopes  of 
amendment  by  meaus  of  persuasion 
were  ineffectual.  His  word  ■.  with  me 
was  law.  I  therefore  felt  doubly  hurt 
at  being  again  betrayed. 

As  a  reward  for  the  honesty  and  in- 
tegrity of  Ibei  footman  who  had  been 
the  accusW'  of.  Giles,  I j  promoted  him 
to  the  situation  which  the  dismissal  of 
the  latter  iiad  l^t^Tacant;     My  pene- 
tration was  never  sufficient  to  guard 
me  against:  tmpositionw    The  merits  of 
a  person  who  Idiscorered  a  cheat  which 
had  been  practised  upon  me,  were  un- 
doubted^ although  they  sometimes  acted 
upon  me  in  different:  ways'.  .  If  the  dis- 
covery.  redounded  to.  my  shame,  I  be- 
came an  ivreconcileable  foe  to  the  dis- 
ceverers ;  on  the.  other  hand ,  if  no  dis- 
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eyes  dropped  towards  the  ground,  an 
she  was  silent. 

As  the  mother  could  allege  nothii] 
further  in  his  defence,  but  on  d 
contrary,  seemed  satisfied  with  h 
guilt,  ray  task-  was  comparatively  eas 
although  it  was  not  without  son 
painful  sensations,  that  I  closed :  tl 
subject  .in  a  way  that  I  felt  due. j 
my  character  and  consequence,  as  ti 
bead  of  a  family.;  To  have  foi^v< 
dishonesty  in  one  instance,  would  ba^ 
been  the  elSectual  means  of  layii 
myself  open  to  depredations  of  evei 
description.  Perhaps  I  enter  more  j 
large  upon  this  point  than  neceraii 
requites;  but;  as  the  result  profi 
me  tp.be  deceived,  I  am  anxious 
extenuate -ahe  harshness  of  my  .  b 
ihaviour,  parkiqularly  ta  the  unoffendii 
;motheri  againbtr.whom  no  charge  cc 
tainly  existed. 

I  dismissed  >  the.  mother  .with  the  fc 
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lowing  words — "  Send  your  son  where 
be  can  provide  for  himself.  His  clothes 
shall  be  sent  to  him,  and  you  yourself 
may  now  receive  his  wages.  At  pre- 
sent he  is  secure.  He  shall  even  enjoy 
the  fruits  of  former  dishonesty  unmo- 
lested— ^but  henceforward  let  me  hear 
DO  more  of  him.  The  first  time  his 
name  escapes  your  lips,  in  my  pre- 
sence, will  be  the  last.  Your  annuity 
will  be  the  penalty  of  a  departure  from 
this  injunction." 

The  poor  old  creature  shook  her 
head  as  I  put  her  son's  wages  into  her 
hand.  She  would  have  declined  re- 
ceiving it,  but  f  insisted.  Fetching  a 
deep  sigh,  she  departed  broken-hearted. 
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CHAP.  VH. 


POSITIVE  PROOF. 


AS  I  am  beginning  a  newr  cfaaptei 
If  lib  the  Earl  of  CullyHiore  upon  my 
bandS)  it  in  incumbent  upon  m^e  to  get 
rid  of  him  in  some  way  or  other.  This 
m  reality  was  attended  with  no  small 
portion  of  difficulty.  In  the  present 
'  case  I  can  easily  dismiss  him,  and 
shall  take  the  present  opportunity  of 
soon  doing  so,  in  order  that  he  may 
give  me  no  farther  trouble. 

Lord  Cullymore  passed  the  first 
night  at  Bingwood  in  his  way  to  Snuffl- 
ton  park.     The  second  night  he  yield- 
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1  to  iny  solicitations  of  assi^tivg  me 

1  the  amusement  of  Doctor  Bubbleby 

ad  bis  friends.     For  the  third,  fourth^ 

iftb,  and  all  the  subsequent  nijghCs  for 

tbe  three  months,  in  which  be  honoured 

fiingwood   tvith   bis  presence^  I   bad 

nothing  to  thank  but  bis  own  inclini^ 

tion  and   conyenience.     Perhaps  the 

Earl  had  no  taste  for  artificial  volca^ 

aoes,    or  perhaps. ■■  But  at  Bmg* 

wood  be  staid,  even  after  I  bad  left  it 
for  the  winter  season. 

Hie  stay,  howevei^,  interfered  but 
little  with  my  own  anrangemente ;  he 
desired  me  to  stand  i>pon  no  ceremony 
with  htm.  The  country  was  delight* 
fal^  be  was  charmed  with  it,  and  could 
DOt^  think  of  quitting  it.  He  made 
himself  so  perfectly  at  home,  in  every 
respect,  that  it  sometimes  happenedv. 
,we  never  met  for  a  whofe  week  tov 
gether.  The  Earl  was  frequently  kind 
enough  to*  i write'  friends  to  meet  /iinir 
and  be  occasionally  did  me  the  honour 
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of  requesting  my  company  to  join 
them.  This  I  invariably  declined  in 
the  hope,  a  vain  one  indeed,  of  sham- 
ing him  into  quitting  a  place  where  m/ 
conduct  must  have  convinced  him  he 
was  far  from  welcome.  However,  I 
will  do  him  the  justice  to  say  that  he 
never  molested  me  in  the  slightest  de*' 
gree.  He  kindly  left  me  in  the  entire 
possession  of  the  suit  of  apartments, 
which  I  usually  inhabited,  and  quietly 
fixed  himself  in  a  range  of  rooms  in  a 
different  part  of  the  abbey.  He  saved 
me  the  trouble  of  giving  any  orders  for 
him,  by  giving  them  himself,  and  I  do. 
not  doubt  if  the  winter  with  its  duH«- 
ness  had  not  driven  him  away,  he 
would  have  staid  till  doomsday,  in  case' 
he  had  so  long  preserved  himself  from 
the  fangs  of  the  grave  digger.  All  I 
have,  therefore,  to  do  in  this  case  is  to 
take  my  final  leave  of  his  Lordship,  as 
of  a  person  with  whom  for  the  future 
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I  am  to  be  considered  as  wholly  un- 
connected . 

With  Giles  I  had  felt  myself  again 
deceived,  in  spite  of  all  my  pretended 
foresight.  The  amount  of  the  decep- 
tioD,  indeed,  compared  with  former 
occasions  wa<i  hardly  worth  observing, 
but  it  was  still  deception,  and  being 
so,  it  galled  me. 

I  had  often  heard  of  the  vast  advan- 
tage of  practical  over  theoretical  know- 
ledge, and  was  now  convinced  that  ex- 
perience alone  could  guard  against  the 
snares  with  which  the  world  abounds. 
He  must  be  a  dolt,  indeed,  who  is  vul- 
nerable twice  in  the  same  place,  and 
if  he  is  twice  open  to  the  same  decep- 
tion, it  is  no  matter  how  often  he  is  ex* 
posed  to  it,  or  how  much  he  suffers  by 
it.  In  all  such  cases,  if  there  is  not 
sense  enough  to  make  a  madman,^  there 
is  at  all  events  folly  enough  to  stamp 
the  idiot.  Here  I  can  speak  boldly, 
for  I  can  safely  declare,  that   I  was 
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never  twice  the  Tictim  of  the  same 
cheat.  Villiers,  Doctor  Bubbleby, 
Miss  Henderson,  Mr.  N alder,  &c.  &c. 
ike.  all  passed  before  me  with  the  order 
and  regularity  of  fianquo's  race  6i 
Kings,  and  although  each  might  beai 
a  strong  family  resemblance  to  theii 
great  prototype  the  arch-deceiver,  ther€ 
was  no  one  feature  in  common  between 
them.  In  the  various  species  of  fraud 
to  which  I  had  been  exposed,  1  may  be 
said  to  have  been  inoculated.  Once 
diseased,  I  was  proof  against  a  similar 
infection.  But  I  beg  it  to  be  uiidep* 
stood,  that  in  no  one  case  did  I  ever 
meet  with  the  mild  vaccine  treatment 
Mine  was  constantly  the  variolous,  and 
tfaatof  the  most  inflammatory  kind. 

But  tropes  and  figures,  if  they  were 
shqwered  down  upon  me,  would  not 
help  me  one  jot  in  my  story.  It  is 
necessary,  therefor^,  if  I  ever  mean  to 
g^  to  an  end,  that  I  descend  to  plain 
Matter  of  feet.     To  a  man   who  has 
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never  wandered  id  the  wilds  of  fiction, 
or  culled  the  field  of  illustration,  this 
may  be  an  easy  matter,  but  to  one  who 
has  got  into  the  midst  of  a  third  vo- 
lume, the  case  is  attended  with  consi- 
derable difficulty,  particularly  to  a 
person  who  has  never  been  in  the  habit 
of  reducing  his  ideas  to  the  level  of  a 
syllogism,  or  exalting  them  to  the  level 
of  an  hypothesis.  Extremes  they  say 
meet,  but  Heaven  only  knows  what 
will  become  of  the  middle  parts  when 
the  imagination  is  once  set  afloat.  Bat 
on  this  point,  I  appeal  to  the  world  at 
large,  in  no  way  committing  either  my- 
self, or  my  opinions. 

Deteirmined  to  guard  against  a  simi- 
lar occurrence,  I  caused  a  room  of  ex- 
traordinary strength  to  be  erected.  It 
communicated  only  with  my  study,  and 
was  composed  of  materials  apparently 
capable  of  resisting  the  attacks  of  fire, 
or  thieves.  I  felt  pleased  with  my 
place  of  safety,  and  congratulated  my 
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self  on  my  prudence,  when  I  depositei 
there  the .  newly  received  halt  year' 
rent  of  my  maternal  estates.  .In  addi 
tion  to  this,  I  caused  an  inventory  t 
be  taken  of  all  my  effects,  and  mad 
the  different  servants  responsible  fo 
whatever  was  committed  to  their  can 
Such  of  my  plate  as  was  not  likely  t 
be  called  into  immediate  use,  I  like 
wise  placed  in  my  strong  room  for  si 
curity. 

A  few  nights  after  I  had  thus  satis 
fied  myself  that  I  should  be  enabled  t 
bid  defiance  to  any  attacks  upon  m 
property,'  either  direct  or  indirect, 
was  awoke  by  an  unusual  noise  in  m 
anti-chamber.  No  one  had  access  ther 
but  the  successor  of  Giles ;  but  I  wa 
not  allowed  time  for  reflection,  for  bi 
fore  I  could  call  for  assistance,  I  foun 
myself  gagged  and  bound.  A  voic 
which  I  thought  familiar  to  my  eai 
demanded  the  key  of  the  strong  roon 
The  only  light  in  the  room  was  emitter 
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from  a  dark  lanthern,  but  it  was  suffi- 
cient to  enable  me  to  perceive  that  the 
feces  of  those  who  had  seized  me,  were 
disguised  with  crape.  The  person  who 
demanded  the  key,  was  checked  by 
another  who  pointed  to  a  small  cabinet 
iD*which  I  usually  deposited  it.  I  had 
Delected  that  evening  to  place  it  there. 
A  pistol  was  then  applied  to  my  head, 
with  an  intimation  of  the  consequences 
which  would  certainly  follow  my  with- 
holding the  desired  information.  I 
pointed  to  my  coat.  A  third  emptied 
the  pockets,  and  seized  the  key. 

Two  of  them  then  crept  softly  out  of 
the  room,  and  I  suppose  made  their 
way  tQ  my  study.  The  third  was  left 
as  a  guard  over  me,  an  office  which  he 
performed  with  a  pistol  within  two 
inches  of  my  head.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  the  first  demand,  the  whole  of 
their  proceedings  were  conducted  in 
perfect  silence. 

In  a  few  minutes,   during   which  I 
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hardly  breathed^  1  beard  a  bustle  be* 
low  stairs.  **  Curse  their  stupid  heads," 
was  muttered  by  my  guard,  but  with* 
out  auy  chauge  in  his  position.  .  I  then 
heard  footsteps  gently  creeping  towards 
my  room.  Two  fresh  personages  en^ 
tered  on  tiptoe,  disguised  in  a  similar 
manner,  but  with  the  fore  finger  of  one 
band  across  the  mouth,  and  the  fore 
finger  of  the  other  hand  extended, 
Stomingly  directing  me  to  make  no 
tioii^e.  In  an  instant  I  saw  my  guard 
pinioued  by  bis  two  arms,  and  the 
pistol  wrenched  from  his  hands.  This 
action  was  succeeded  by  the  figure  of 
Giles  advanoing  towards  me.  It  had 
struck  me  that  the  parties  were  well 
acquainted  with  the  house,  and  now 
every  thing  seemed  explained.  Giles 
I  thought  had  taken  ample  vengeance 
upon  me,  for  refraining  from  punish- 
ing him  as  his  crimes  deserved. 

But  as  usual,  I  was  mistaken,  Giles 
unbound  me,  and   loosened    the   gag 
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from  my  mouth.  Still  belieiiog  him 
to  be  criminal,  my  rage  veotad  itaelf  m 
nproacbes  upon  bim,  and  I  dared  him 
to  finish  the  business  he  had  beguii.fife 
made  no  reply,  but  taking  up  some  of 
my  clothcis,  and  helping  me  to  half 
dress  myself,  be  led  me  to  my  study. 
We  were  followed  by  the  persons,  who 
dragged  on  my  guard. 

Lights  had  been  brought,  and  I 
found  myself  in  the  middle  of  upwards 
of  a  dozen  men,  all  of  them  armed  with 
bludgeons,  and  one  or  two  of  them 
with  pistols.  The  three  I  had  at  first 
leen.  were  held  bv  the  others.  The 
crape  was  taken  from  their  faces^  and 
discovered  to  me  the  countenances  of 
Villiers,  Peters,  and  the  accuser  of 
Giles. 

"  Now  my  Lord,''  said  Giles,  "  who 
is  the  guilty  person?" 

I  was  thunderstruck,  and  unable  to 
utter  a  sound. 

''  To  prison  with  us,"  cried  Villiers, 
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'^  too  much  time  has  already  bee 
wasted  in  nonsense." 

On  examination,  I  found  that  the  r 
maiuder  of  the  assemblage  was  cob 
posed  of  my  tenants  and  their  labourer 
whom  Giles  had  brought  with  him  1 
my  preservation.  I  therefore  considc 
ed  that  the  villains  would  be  safe  fi 
the  rest  of  the  night  in  their  custod 
In  the  morning  they  might  be  take 
before  a  migistrate  and  committed  i 
once.  I  could  now  punish  th«.crim( 
of  Villiers^  without  exposing  myself  i 
my  folly,  and  I  was  determined  that  1 
human  power  should  release  him  fro; 
mygrasp^ 

But  to  avoid  the  possibility  of  escap 
I  resolved  on  no  consideration  to  qu 
sight  of  the  scoundrels  for  an  instan 
The  remainder  of  the  night  I  dete 
mined  to  pass  in  my  study.  M 
clothes  were  brought  down  to  me,  an 
I  dressed  in  their  presence.  The  m 
cessary  refreshment  was  brought  fc 
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tbe  men,  in  which  all  partook  with  tlie 
exception  of  Villiers,  who  scornfully 
rejected  it 

In  the  morning  I  sent  to  see  if  Lord 
CuIIymore  had  been  disturbed  by  the 
occurrences  of  the  night.  Word  was 
brought  me  that  he  was  no  where  to 
be  found.  His  bed  had  beeo  slept  in, 
bat  was  empty,  and  none  of  the  ser- 
vants had  seen  him  go  out.  I  caused 
fresh  search  to  be  made,  when  he 
was  discoyered,  with  his  clothes  all 
rolled  up  together,  under  the  bed, 
and  laying  in  as  small  a  space  as  pos- 
sible. On  being  assured  that  every 
tbing  Was  safe,  he  ventured  forth,  and 
on  further  hearing  that  all  the  robbers 
were  secured,  he  became  as  bold  as  a 
lion,  and  offered  his  assistance  in  con-^ 
veying  them  to  a  place  of  confinement. 
This  I  declined,  and  the  Earl  returned 
to  his  usual  avocations. 

At  an  early  hour  we  conveyed  our 
prisoners   to  the   nearest  magistrate. 
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They  were  immediately  committed  to 
the  county  gaol,  to  take  their  trial  at 
the  next  assizes,  which  as  they  wm 
iat  a  distance  of  several  months  would 
allow  them  time  for  repentance. 

Thus  ended  the  last  attempt  of  the 
scorpion  to  prey  upon  m^. 

Giles  naturally  looked  for  his  re- 
ward, and  expected  to  be  re  establish* 
ed  in  my  good  opinion.  But  I  bad 
once  thought  him  guilty.  There  ^  was 
nothing  in  what  had  passed  to  excul- 
pate him  from  the  charges  which  had 
been  previously  preferred  against  htiD. 
The  hand  writing  upon  the  box  was 
no  less  forcible  than  the  hand  writing 
upon  the  wall.  I  was  willing  to  give 
him  credit  for  having  saved  me  on  the 
present  occasion,  but  1  rather  attri* 
buted  his  interference  in  this  instance 
to  a  desire  of  having  the  coast  left 
clear  to  himself,  than  to  any  real  re- 
gard my  to  welfare.  "  Honour  among 
thieves,"  I  thought  might  be  a  truism. 
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frith  the  particular  individuals  of  a 
gang,  but  where  one  gang  forestalled 
the  labours  of  another,  I  imagined  that 
self  interest  would  weigh  down  all  re- 
gard  for  the  honour  of  the  profession 
in  general. 

Poor  Giles  left  me.  I  do  not  think 
I  even  thanked  him  for  his  timely  as- 
sistance. I  was  afterwards  informed 
that  in  a  fit  of  despair,  he  had  entered 
on  board  a  ship  of  war,  and  that  he 
bad  died  of  the  yellow  fever  in  the 
West  Indies.  '  My  giving  way  to  self- 
reproach  would  be  of  no  service  to 
the  individual  whom  I  certainly  wrong- 
ed; but  it  was  my  fate  to  place  a  con- 
fidence where  it  was  abused,  and  to 
refuse  it  where  it  was  due. 
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CHAP.  VIII. 


EXPLANATION. 

NOTWITHSTANDING  all  iny 
care,  my  victim  escaped  the  hands  of 
justice.  His  pistols  were  taken  from 
him  and  his  pockets  emptied,  bat  his 
person  was  neglected  to  be  searched. 
Immediately  on  his  arrival  at  the  gaol 
he  had  requested  that  he  might  be  fur- 
nished with  the  materials  for  writing, 
and  begged  that  he  should  be  disturbed 
on  no  account.  The  following  morn- 
ing he  was  found  a  corpse.  A  paper 
which  had  contained  some  corrosive 
powder  was  laying  on  the  floor.  He  had 
been  supplied  with  the  regular  gaol  al- 
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lowance  of  bread  and  water.  The  former 
was  untouched,  but  the  latter  had 
been  drank,  and  a  sediment  was  found 
at  the  bottom  of  the  jug.  The  body 
bore  evident  marks  of  his  having  died 
in  great  agony.  I  blamed  the  gaoler 
for  having  left  him  to  himself,  and  in 
the  possession  of  the  means  of  self  des- 
truction, but  it  seemed  that  at  his 
earnest  desire  he  had  been  conducted 
to  a  solitary  cell,  assigning  as  a  reason 
that  he  wished  to  be  undisturbed  in 
what  he  was  about  to  write. 

The  person  who  brought  me  the  in- 
telligence that  Villiers  was  no  more, 
pat  the  following  letter  into  my  hand. 

"  When  it  is  considered  that  the 
wisest  of  mankind  are  liable  to  self- 
deception,  it  cannot  be  expected  that 
those  to  whom  nature  has  been  less 
bountiful,  should  be  more  fortunate  in 
their  career  of  life.  .  Fate  ordained 
that  you  should  be  my  dupe,  from  the 
first  hour  of  our  intercourse,  even  to 
my  latest  breath,  for  you   are  disap. 
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pointed  in  satiatinjir  that  spirit  of  re* 
venge  which  has  never  ceaged  to 
gnaw  upon  your  heart.  1  know  you 
vrell,  and  I  early  knew  you  to  be  the 
thing  you  now  begin  to  suspect  your- 
self. You  suited  my  purpose,  or  I 
never  should  have  studied  your  temper 
and  disposition,  but  without  that  study 
I  never  could  have  gained  that  ascen- 
dancy over  your  mind,  which  I  think 
you  will  hardly  deny  me  to  have  once 
possessed.  You  became,  indeed,  my 
willing  slave,  but  the  instability  of 
your  disposition  convinced  me  that  my 
power  would  be  of  short  duration. 
Your  friendship  I  knew  was  ardent, 
but  I  was  well  aware  that  your  hatred 
would  be  unbounded.  Caii  you  blame 
me  if,  under  such  circumstances,  I 
employed  my  hours  to  the  best  advan- 
tage, and  that  I  exerted  my  influence 
on  every  point  where  1  could  expect 
a  return  for  the  waste  of  time,  and  the 
use  of  ability.     Your  fortune  was  no- 


/ 

[  EXPLANATION*  116 

hle^  and  it  required  but  little  trouble 
in  the  situation  in  which  you  had 
placed  me,  to  obtain  from  you  a  noble 
property.  My  gains  were  imoienge. 
They  were  far  beyond  what  your  ima* 
gination  can  picture  to.  yourself.  But 
with  yoar  money,  I  unfortunately  in- 
combered  myself  with  the  folly  anil 
improvidence  of  it»  former  owner.  Like 
fonrself  I  waa  duped.  You  may,  per- 
haps, feei  a  considerable  degree  of  as^ 
toaishment,  at  my  venturing  to  make 
•vch  in  asaertion  to  you,  but  you  may 
Berertheless  depend  upon  my  veracity, 
when  I  inform  you  that  greater  rogues 
iiian  myself  are  to  be  found  in  the 
world,  and  you  may  bless  your  stars 
that  you  fell  to  my  share,  instead  of 
being  consigned  to  the  merciless  fangs 
of  a  more  complete  adept." 

**  The  commission  which  I  received 
ffMn  every  tradesman  with  whom  you 
had  4ny  dealings,  I  considered  to  be 
my  due.     It  is  what  would  have  been 
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alloMred  to  your  confidental  sen 
in  ease  I  bad  not  usurped  the  poi 
"  bear-leader/*  Besides,  your  < 
metbod  of  estimating  tbe  valu< 
things,  was  in  proportion  to  tbeir  i 
It  was,  therefore,  an  act  of  cbarit 
me  to  encourage  a  satisfaction,  w 
must  instantly  have  vanished  ^ 
the  real  worth  was  known." 

^*  But  independent  of  tbe  commie 
I  received  from  the  tradesmen, 
which,  by  tbe  bye,  in  case  of  acci 
t  generally  secured    in   tbe  firsi 
stance,  there  was  a  source  of  en 
ment  of  which,   most  probably, 
never  entertained  a  suspicion, 
never  touched  a  card  or  a  dice- 
without   my    previous    acquiesce 
which  was  regularly  purchased  b; 
fourth  part  of  your  losings  in  all  d 
and  by  a  larger  proportion  when 
I  lent  my  personal  aid  in  fleecing 
You  will  remember,  on  one  occi 
that  I  questioned  the  dice.    They 
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cut  open  before  yoa,  anil  found  per- 
fect   The  false  dice  which   had   been 
used,  I  secreted,  and  substituted  the 
;   true  ones,  which  were  examined.     But 
\    these  are  trifling  things.     I  shall  pass, 
;   therefore,  to  the  occurrence  at  ■ 

House.  That  was  a  master-piece,  and 
Dotbing  but  the  immense  amount  could 
have  awakened  suspicion  in  a  mind 
like  yours.  The  scheme  was  mine, 
and  by  me  were  the  drugs  which  oc- 
casioned your  stupefaction,  provided. 
Bat  I  was  outwitted.  My  fifth  share 
of  the  spoil  was  withheld  from  me,  and 
I  was  dared  to  the  exposure.  Who 
would  have  believed  me?  Who  would 
have  supposed  for  an  instant,  that 
such  a  circumstance  was  even  possi- 
ble, much  less  probable." 

**  This  affair  to  me  was  a  serious  in- 
jury, for  I  not  only  missed  my  due, 
but  it  had  the  effect  of  materially  les- 
sening my  profits  by  weaning  you  en- 
tirely from  the  gaming  table.    It  did 
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more,  for  it  rendered  you  suspicious, 
and  I  speedily  saw  that  my  reign  was 
drawing  towards  a  close.  I  was  fully 
aware  of  your  sentiments^  and  well 
knew  that  I  had  no  time  to  lose.  On 
the  rent  day  1  saw  that  I  was  watched, 
and  pleased  myself  with  the  idea  of 
eluding  your  penetration.  The  stim 
of  money  with  which  you  will  allow 
me  to  hare  ingeniously  absconded^ 
passed  intcj  the  bands  of  the  rascally 
attorney,  who  took  out  the  writ  npoB 
which  yon  was  arrested.  It  was  the 
same  man  whom  the  bailiff  recom- 
mended, and  introduced  to  you.  A 
sudden  fit  of  honesty  seized  him,  and 
he  declared  bis  intention  of  returnir^ 
the  money  to  you,  rather  than  to  me. 
He  did  better  with  it.  You  would 
haye  wasted  it;  I  should  have  spent 
it——  he  kept  it!  I  will,  however, 
•  do  him  the  justice  to  say,  that  he  acted 
like  a  man  of  honour  in  facilitatioflr 
my  escape." 
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"  The  money  I  d  re  w  from  the  bankers, 
1  placed  in  the  possession  of  the  per- 
son for  whom  your  carte  blanche  was 
originally  intended.  It  was  tlierefore 
only  applying  it  to  its  destined  use. 
With  your  friend  Miss  Emma  Hen- 
derson I  bad  long  cohabited.  By  her 
the  mon^y  was  placed  in  the  hands  of 
i  broker,  for  the  purchase  of  foreign 
bills.  The  broker  absconded,  leaving 
others  in  tlie  lurch  as  well  as  myself." 

"  You  see  bow  unlucky  your  pro- 
perty bad  already  been  to  me,  but  I 
kave  not  done  yet  By  the  defalca- 
tion of  the  broker,  I  was  reduced  to 
what  remained  of  my  general  savings, 
which,  as  Mist^  Henderson  was  not  re* 
markable  for  economy,  had  diminish- 
ed  to  only  four  tliousand  pounds. 
Wilk  tbi»  sura,  my  companion  and 
olyself  embarked  for  Hamburgh." 

''  li  had  happened  fortunaU:ely,  that 
in  the  contemplation  of  a  flight,  I  had 
procured    some   foreign    bills   of   ex- 
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change,  and  a  letter  of  credit,  previous 
to  my  last  journey  to  Bingwood;  I 
might  otherwise  have  been  at  a  cod- 
siderable  loss  as  to  the  means  of  con- 
veying out  of  the  country  the  little 
which  remained  to  me.  l)nt  my  com- 
panion knew  only  of  the  bills  of  ex* 
change.  You,  my  Lord,  will  bear 
witness  to  her  fascinations,  and  wilt 
therefore  duly  appreciate  the  regret 
which  I  felt  on  her  leaving  me,  parti- 
cularly when  you  know  the  mode  in 
which  her  retreat  was  conducted.  On 
waking  one  morning  I  found  myself 
alone.  The  lady  had  given  orders  that 
I  should  on  no  account  be  disturbed^ 
as  I  was  extremely  unwell.  My  port- 
manteau was  laying  open  upon  a  chair, 
and  on  examining  its  contents,  I  found 
that  iny  pocket-book  had  disappeared. 
You  may  perhaps  think  that  I  took 
immediate  measures  to  arrest  the  pro- 
gress of  the  fugitive.  But  that  was  far 
from  being  the  case.  I  knew  the  talents 


god  .pf^scfLXkiif^w  of  the  person  wkh 
vfbQa  J  Ji^d  to  deal  too  well,  to  idly 
Wj^te  my:  tiine  in  a  fruitlesH  porsuiL 
S(Ml:ilEe  ^eon  togetlier,  we  abould  have 
iB^lM>ljy  spent  every  thing  we  pes* 
aetwed ;  and,  as  it  was,  gbe  only  took 
hc^r moiety.  On  the  whole,  I  have  no 
fault  to  find  with  her,  although  I  will 
attjrijbute  her  only  taking  the  half  more 
to  accident  than  inclination.  If  she  had 
Veen  a^ured  that  she  had  left  me  a 
beggar,  I  question  whether  it  would 
liave  made  any  alteration  in  her  con- 

dQCt 

"  The  money  with  which  the  letter 
of  credit  supplied  ine,  supported  me 
for  a  considerable  time.  As  it  dimi- 
nished, I  saw  the  necessity  ,of  doing 
something  for  a  subsistence;  but  my 
indolence  proved  a  bar  to  any  active 
exertions.  I  visited  various  parts  of 
the  continent,  and  looked  in  ail  direc* 
tioDS  to  find  your  equal ;  but  I  will 
own.  that  I, was  not  very  sanguine  in 
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my  expectations.  Such  a  personage 
of  rare  occurrence.  Indeed,  my  Lo 
I  do  not  flatter  you.  Such  a  combii 
tion  as  centred  in  yourself,  is  siildi 
to  be  met  with.  The  world,  it  i^Hi^ 
abounds  with  fools,  and  exubera 
with  madmen ;  but  it  rarely  happ< 
that  they  have  been  equal  favorites 
fortune  with  yourself.  About  y< 
Lordship  there  was  something  peculi 
and  that  something  I  cannot  descri 
At  all  events,  it  appears  that  you  Wi 
predestined  to  be  cheated,  and  tha 
was  predestined  to  cheat  you. 

*'  The  abilities  which  were  the  mej 
of  ushering  me  into  high  life,  had  gro 
rusty  for  want  of  use,  and,  accordi 
to  the  state  of  my  pockets,  I  pass 
through  all  the  different  stages,  fn 
the  gentleman  to  the  beggar.  Y 
parted  from  me  under  the  appearai 
of  the  first,  and  you  again  met  me 
the  character  of  the  second.  I  v 
starving ;  for  even  among  beggars  the 
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are  fafourites  of  fortuDe.  Your  charity 
might  have  been  well  applied;  hot 
the  consistency  of  your  character  was 
strictly  preserred,  and  you  refused 
me. 

'^  I  was  satisfied  that  it  was  Giles  who 
first  opened  your  eyes  to  my  conduct, 
and  I  never  foi^ave  him.  You  might, 
indeed,  have  heard  a  similar  accoimt 
from  every  one  of  your  servants ;  but 
7oar  blind  confidence,  your  obstinacy, 
and  your  pride,  kept  them  at  such  an 
immeasureable  distance,  that  they  re* 
joiced  rather  than  otherwise,  at  the 
downfat  which  they  saw  was  approach- 
ing. 

"  You  are,  I  know,  incapable  of 
much  feeling;  but  you  will,  neverthe- 
less, blame  your  hastiness,  when  you 
are  told,  on  the  word  of  a  dying  man, 
that  Giles  was,  in  every  respect,  com- 
pletely innocent  His  accuser,  who  is 
the  brother  of  Peters,  by  the  same 
means  in  which  he  effected  the  dis* 
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coTery,  dieposited  the  articles  which 
Cmes  WW  BU8pected  to  have  stolen,  ia 
4k«  beoic  of  the  latter.    In  a  similar 
iDanner  be  purloined  the  goods  whidi 
were  sent  to  the  aunt's  in   London. 
The  direnctioii,  which  gave  lite  appear- 
tnee  of  truth  to  the  whole  afiair,  was 
«ikt  off .  fr«m  a  letter  which  Giles  had 
)gnreQ>toithe  younger  Peters,  for  the 
iNfrpoie  of  having  it  conveyed  to  the 
]lfOst<4]lfioe.  Tbe  letter  contained  a  small 
Yemittenoe,   which  suppKed  us   with 
^tbe^eaii»^  procaring  the  necessary 
implements  to  put  our  design  iutoexe- 
isa6(sn.    With  the  9u4>8equent  business 
you  are  already  informed. 

'^He^w  ijfles  became  acquainted  with 
-our*  intentions,  so  as  to  frustrate  them 
eo'  codapletdy,  I  know  not,  neither  do 
I  Mre.  I  saw  'him  once  since  his  dis- 
mjmal,  when  I  was  lurking  about!  the 
"pa^^  in  company  vi4th  Peters.  It 
struck  ^roe  /that  >he  recc^nized  us,  in 
despttevof  the^ags,  which  formed  ^our 
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only  covering.    If .  he  did, .  hia  oondlict 
can  be  readily  accouDted  forw 

'^  Farewell*  Life  without  the  moami 
of  snhsiateiice  is  insiipportabldb  I  am 
Qvif  now  partii^  with  what  I  every 
iay  dreaded  to  lose  by  starratioD,  asd 
I  die  with  the  aatisfectioa,  that  I  shall 
be  safdy  removed,  bey ood  the  iwich  of 
year  vengeance/^ 

Contrary  to  my  former  maxims,  I 
lielieve  that  if  I  could  have  seen  Giles 
at  the  moment,  when  my  conscience 
was  reproaching  me  for  the  iiyustice 
I  had  committed  towards  him,  I  should 
have  endeavoured  to  have  made  him 
some  amends  for  his  unmerited  suffer* 
ings.  But  as  he  had  taken  his  de- 
parture before  1  was  undeceived,  the 
secret  monitor  got  less  and  less  trouble- 
some, and  I  was  even  cruel  enough  to 
Buffer  the  unhappy  mother  to  continue 
in  an  error,  rather  than  own  myself  to 
have  been  imposed  upon. 
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Peters  and  bid  blather  were  tried  at 
tbe  ensuing  assizes,  and  being  found 
guilty,  upon  the  clearest  evidence, 
were  executed.  They  severally  re- 
quested to  have  a  personal  interview 
with  me ;  but  I  had  heard  enough.  I 
was,  in  jfact,  too  thoroughly  sick  of  my 
own  folly  to  listen  to  any  thing  upon 
the  subject. 


.1  : 


A    WINT£R*S  TALE.  127 


CHAP.    IX, 


A  WINTER'S  TALS. 

THE  life  of  a  person  who .  has  been 
placed  by  fortune  in  a  situation  where 
acti?e  pursuits^  if  followed  at  all,  are 
the  consequences  of  choice,  and  not  of 
necessity;  and  who,  in  the  disposal 
of  his  time,  has  no  other  guide  than  the 
dictates  of  his  own  fancy,  presents  but 
little  variety.  Ambition  may  mak^  a 
favourite  of  fortune  desirous  of  power ; 
and  the  history  of  such  a  man  rn^y 
become  interwoven  with  the  events  of 
his  country.  Still,  however,  th^  , part 
which  he  plays  has  more  in  it  of  a 
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public  than  of  a  private  nature.  Thf 
statesman,  out  of  his  routine  of  office, 
varies  but  little  from  such  of  his  con- 
temporaries as  'iffcITnaifion  or  circum- 
stances have  placed  in  a  more  quiet 
sphere  of  action ;  and  on  the  relation 
of  occurrence*'  whii:^  itb  strictly  of  a 
personal  description,  the  resemblance 
betvi^een  them  is  much  greater  than  is 
commonly  imagined.  1  do  not  mean 
to  infer  that  the  hours  of  privacy  are, 

mitti  m\^mm  c^^i^s^,  Wb^^i^^f  they 

fii^  Kef  iil  ^m)e  €ft  fliliro  daliis,  '^^^M 

ii  i»f^  ^diiia  mi¥k  fid  mfi  ^ 

ibe  Mk,  ift^d  ^Mi  hB^^m  io  id^ 

Of  ^hat  iiA]p6rtaDce  ctiti  it  p'ossibfy 
D^,  ^ithe^  to  the  ^rei^4di  f aee,  o^ 
fd  Sui^C^ediUg  generatfoDs,  at  wh&f 
i^^fit   houri    fashion   had  Ord^ih^d 
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that  the  6e?^nal  occ^p^tioot  «f  a  Hfii 
of  nothingness  should  h^  perfi^PM^t 
IHi^tber  a  coat  he  dmtmiAaA  <vfith 
bvckrwOf  with  ihf^  packet,  mjmyhQii^ 
Fappiiiftaii  calln  ijk,  nt  A«  i^lf  qf  itlw 
leg,  0r  whether  it  be  nnSkmAtO  49Mfi«# 
Aownwanbs  J^  its  oim  Mtonil  gmHv^ 
Uf  the  t^e,  whea  me  eonoid^^  irhal 
Mr  Mldiiw  have  dwie  ^nce  Ibef  b|iw 
totalljr  lost  tb^ir  skirto,  it  ai^iesM  nfiour 
4(erfol  Immt  tlie  victories  ef  Martha 
wen  atdiievedi  encwDbered  as  wi^i^ 
his  men  with  such  a  load  oC  nomi- 

mmarj  tiapjpingigi.  At  all  ^enta,  it 
ni^hoUe  my  argumeiM;,  that  f^^terM^ 
arcaacemeats  cap  efiect  little  alt^Wr 
tioa  ki  the  interoal  inan.  WhetJ^ 
ibe  (hour  of  diooer  h^  at  three  or  muf^ 
k  likewise  unimporiant ;  and  it  jU^y 
he  aven-ed,  that  a  oelebiiajted  duc^^K^ 
was  not  morre  out  lOt  the  way,  m  i/t^ 
ntiDg  a  late  Pceaiitf  to  dine  with  l^^r 
at  ten,  than  the  Premie^  wa^  in  msgiilg 
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a  prior  engagement  to  sup  with  a  reve- 
rend prelate  at  nine. 

The  difference  between  the  man  who, 
in  the  days  of  his  youth,  endeavonred 
to  form  himself  upon  the  model  of  :Sir 
Charles  Grandison,  and  who,  like  his 
prototype,  never  stirred  abroad  bnt  in 
a  sedan  chair,  and  the  crop-eared^ 
pnppy  of  the  present  day,  who  minces 
throng  St:  James's  Street,  is  too  mi« 
nnte  to  be  perceptible.  The  life  of  the 
•ne  is  as  vapid  and  tasteless  as  that  of 
the  other. 

If,  to  his  other  qaalifications,  a  man 
adds  the  manners  6f  a  debauchee,  he 
may  indeed  enliven  his  tale  with  ex- 
ploits  committed,  or  rather,  which  is 
most  commonly  the  case,  exploits  which 
he  is  desirous  of  being  supposed  to 
have  committed,  in  the  hours,  or  under 
the  ilifluence  of  drunkenness  ;  or,  per- 
haps he  may  favour  his  auditoi^s  with 
the  relation  of  stratagems  extraordinary 
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employed  in  the  sed  Action  of  innocence. 
And  if  he  soars  to  a  higher  niche 
in  the  pinnacle  of  fame,  and  wishes  to 
be  recorded  as  a  man  of  intrigue,  he 
may  descant  on  his  hair-breadth  escapes 
from  the  fangs  of  a  jealous  husband, 
and  may  tell  of  the  immensity  of 
trouble  it  occasioned  him  to  under- 
mine the  affections  of  the  wife.  .4n 
other  capacity,  he  may  glory  in  his 
deeds ;  but  in  both  he  is  despicable, 
and  must, ,  sooner  or  later^  find  himself 
called  upon  to  account  for  his  crimes, 
if  he  has  committed  them  in  reality, 
and  for  his  fSsilsehoods,  if  he.  has 
been  criminal  no  farther  than  in  sacri- 
ficing the .  character  and  feelings  of 
others  to  empty  boastings. 
.  He  who  acts  from  the  impulse  of  the 
.moaient, .  has  some  excuse  to  allege  for 
bis  follies,  and  even  for  his  vices.  If 
nature  has.  formed  bim  with  a  tempera- 
ment sanguine  aod  .occasionally  be- 
yond the  powers  of  control,  many  al- 
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lo wftDCM  can  be  imd4  fof  slctt  ^hich 
biii  bettei-  jddgmetitj'tbe  result^of  iobter 
t^ebtkm,  would  edndemn.  .  put:  his 
i%citai  of  tbem  is  not  to  be  perdenei. 
It  adds  {iremeditatiOD  of  trime  toven)« 
pabilitjr.  For  mystslf,  I  batb  BsvAr 
laid  claiins  to  j^ecikUai^  sanctity;  bat 
it  ill  becomes  the  hand  of  sage  Ai  traee 
:  ihe  letrities  bf  youth;  The  reddlleotinni 
bf  many  things,  Which  in  the  «iliiy 
^art  bf  lifie  excited  pfleasiirable  tenia- 
lions,  in  the  mate  of /years  can  rsdile'no 
feelif^  bilt  that  of  die^oSt.  .  1)  ^  ^ !  n*) 
With  these  itn^reesiDns  operatibg 
.with  full  force  upoi!i  my  mind,  i  the 
reader  will  not  be  surprized  onfindibg 
a  considerable  hiatus  in  my  tfarratitb. 
Perhaps  he  is  in  some  tneaifure  plre- 
pared  for  it  by  the  title  of  tny  work, 
which  unquestionably  allowii  we  to 
faiake  what  omission^  I  may  ibfnk 
proper.  Two  persona  may  cert£Mily 
pursite  the  same  method  of  teUidg  a 
-story,  without  subjectify  either  td  the 
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iiB|>iitetite  0f  plagiariMiK  If  Siitke. 
i^Mrfurtt  faMljH>lfniidL  the  interval  be- 
tween the  birth  BBd  matority  of  Pinr- 
iota;  I  iriHwld,  m#8t  infallibly,  have 
jnMd  oriii  d^rly  the  saiie  portimi  of 
Urnit  in  relating;  tbe  fNxurreAem  whibh 
lapfiened  in  my  oWn  fattiily.  Btit, 
adtvithatimdiD^  the  writinga  of  onr 
linmiortal'  baM  are  in  the  handa  of  every 
ilie,  4dHl  arb  ifaoat  tnercileaaly  mangled 
*Men  they  clan  be  tnade  of  the  least 
wetAdBi  I  Imve  toother  ground  On 
Wfaieb  I  can  call  for  acquittal— «tb  copy 
fihakwpteiv  ifei  to  copy  nature.  A  lo- 
fidiana  may  probably  chuae  to  extaad 
tte  argmnent  vice  versa.  In  that  case 
Hie  x^faargemay  aurbly  be  dismissed. 

hk  the  'cmknt  of  my  narrative,  I  have 
mentioned  two  eVdnts,  which,  although 
tiiey  edccilJed  but  little  interest  at  the 
tRM  they  took  place,  and  for]  a  very 
tottsiderable  "vyhile  after,  were  fated  ^ 
fiifttifldi  Me  with  employment  during 
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several  subsequent  years  of  my  life. 
The  events  1  allude  to,  wet«  the:  iMftb 
of  a  son  and  daugfafter. 

Their  infancy  was  passed  ^in  tbr 
nursery  of  Erpingham  Halt,  aridt-their 
childhood,  during  the  residence  theft 
of  Lady  Erpingham,  in  the  school- 
room of  the  same.  ./Wiren  the:  mother 
was  absent  they  ranged  the^hottsoiand 
park  at  pleasure,  her  ladyship's  de- 
parture being  the  signal  fpi;  the  cbil- 
dreh  to  throw  off  the  control  of- those 
to  whose  care  they  were  entrtisted. 
They  never  were  permitted  to  see  any 
of  the  personages  whom  the: countess 
invited  to  her.  mansion,  nor  were  they 
seen  by  any  but  their  own  immediate 
attendants^  Lady  Erpingham  usually, 
I  believe,  required  tlieir  ^presence.in 
her  dressing-room,  once  at  least  in  the 
the  course  of  a  year,  btit  that  I  appr^ 
bended  was  merely  for  form's  siake. 
Beyond  that,  1  do  not  imagine  she  Qver 
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eoqaired  afker  them,  or  even  thought 
of  tbem^  nnless  they  were  forced  upon 
her  attention. 

It  may  appear  remarkable,  satisfied 
as  I  must  natarally  have  been  of  the 
bid  consequences  which  must  inevit- 
ably have  resulted  from  a  course  of 
education  similar  to  that  which  had 
been  adopted  in  my  own  case,  that  I 
should  suffer  the  same  prejudicial 
system  to  be  pursued  with  my  son. 
But  I  fear  the  charge  of  n^ligence 
will  lay  as  heavily  on  me  as  on  Lady 
Erpingham.  Before  my  son  had  passed 
his  sixteenth  year,  and  his  sister  her 
fifteenth,  I  had  only  seen  them  four 
times,  and  even  those  four  times  were 
before  the  eldest  was  three  years  old. 
For  thirteen  years,  therefore,  I  had 
left  them  to  their  fate,  to  scramble  on 
as  they  could.  The  boy  was  consigned 
to  a  tutor  as  soon  as  he  left  the 
nursery,  and  the  girl,  in  like  manner, 
was  placed  under  the  superintendance 
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of  a  governess^  The  recommeDdatioa 
of  both  the  preceptor  and  preceptreflti 
in  the  eyes  of  Lady  Erpiogfaam^  was 
their  having  filled  similar  sitnatioiM  in 
families  of  great  antiquity.  This  was, 
indeed,  their  only  recoannendation,  as 
Mr.  Croucher's  fornix  charge  had 
tartied  out  one  of  the  greatest  jiiiid* 
iskuls  in  the  creatioii^  and  as  Miss 
Twaddler's  last  pupil  bad  beea  de* 
tected  in  an  intrigue  with  the  nndiar 
butler. 

Lady  Erpingbam  was,  however,  per^ 
fectly  satisfied  with  the  advaacemesil 
of  her  offspring,  so  long  as  she  neitbm* 
heard  complaints  either  from  them,  oar 
from  their  instructors  against  them. 
Indeed  I  will  do  her  the  justice  Is 
say,  that  even  complaints  did  net 
make  any  great  impression  to  the  pre^ 
g^ndice  of  the  party  complained  of;  it 
being  her  invariable  practice  to  dismiss 
the  complainant  withsevereindications 
of  her  displeasure,  and  with  a  solemn 
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tamiDg  to  avoid  a  refDetitioH  ctf  the 

oftuce.   The  eonsequenfjes  were  sacfa 

»  might  have  been  naturally  expected. 

Tlie  qdartetlo  entered  into  tacit  ar- 

ttcles  of  agreement,  that  neither  ahould^ 

60  aay  account,  or  in  any  way,  molest 

^ther  of  the  others,     Mn   Croucher 

and  Mites  Twaddler,  1  imagine,  sought 

ki  conibrt  in  eMh  other,   while  the 

Lord  Visfcount  Winterbourtte  was  per^ 

ttltied  lb  follow    his  inclinationB  ifa 

ittlmig  compamonii  of  Ch^  stable  boys, 

tftt  ijady  Car6line  MdnkMtt'  was  eft- 

limh^ed   io  ronp  with  tbef  hotase-^ 

Mttids  M&  fbttxnth.    When  the  Coun- 

tmi  was  fti  sights  or  within  htering, 

ih  itl  eases  e:tcep(ed,  kk  on  those  oc- 

edai<^iis  d  scMSe  of  sel^interest  induced 

sdt  the  four  to  be  a  little  careful  of  their 

hebiy^cmr. 

But  the  opiiikm  of  the  world  was 
evo^y  tUitrg  to  Lady  Brpingham«  Be- 
ibn  I  ^  aihy  further,  hottrevei^,  I  think 
MOk  ex^liatMtldti  itikf  be  ntMssdry  to 
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qualify  the  last  expression,  and  to  M» 
concile  it  with  some  former  reiharks, 
which  at  first  sight  may  appear  to  be 
at  variance  with  it  Now  althougB 
Lady  Erpingham  had  scarcely  an  idea 
beyond  a  pedigree,  or  any  motive  of 
action  independent  of  empty  state,  and 
was,  moreover,  regardless  of  the  opir: 
nion  of  what  is  commonly  called  tba 
world,  yet  there  were  points  and 
maxims  which  have  been  adhered  :toi 
by  persons  of  family,  with  an  inflexin 
bility,  unalterable  as  the  laws  jof  tb(k 
Medes  and  Persians,  and  to  whiok 
Lady  Erpingham^  of  necessity,- cbiih 
formed.  Every  person  who-  applies^ 
the  term  world  in  the  sense  which  I 
now  use  it,  means,  I  apprehend,  to 
include  all  those  whose  good  opinion 
he  is  desirous  of  cultivating,  without 
looking  out  of  his  immediate  sphere;  of 
action,  and  without  comprehending, 
such  of  the  remaining  parts  of  maur 
kind,  as  are  situsU;ed  too  high,  too  low. 
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or  at  too  great  a  distance  to  bias  the 
particular  mode  of  behaviour  adapted 
to.  his  station.  Thus,  the  Mrorld  of  a 
chimney-sweeper  is  limited  to  the 
dealers  in  soot ;  and  the  world  of 
Lady  Erpingham  was  confined  to  fa- 
milies of  equal  antiquity  with  her 
own. 

As  it  had  been  the  custom,  there- 
fore, in  all  old  families,  to  give  the 
female  branches  an  opportunity  of  be^ 
ing  sought  in  marriage ;  and  as  Lady 
Erpingham  prided  herself  upon  her 
propriety  of  conduct,  or  in  other  words, 
as  the  ''  opinion  of  the  world  was  every 
thing  to  her,"  the  world,  that  is,  in 
her  case,  all  persons  of  family,  would 
have  cried  out  shame,  if,  when  her 
daughter  had  reached  the  prescribed 
age,  her  public  introduction  into  life 
had  been  delayed. 

Soon  after  Lady  Caroline  had  passed 
her  fifteenth  year,  she  was  summoned 
to  l^don ;  and  as  her  brother  was 
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still  older,  it  was  judged  expedient 
that  he  should  accompany  hen  Thejf 
had  been  in  town  a  full  week,  and  had 
been  exhibited^  in  all  directions,  be* 
fore  I  even  knew  of  their  arrival.  The 
intelligence  was  conveyed  to  me  by  the 
congratulations  of  an  acquaintance, 
who  felicitated  me  on  being  father  to 
so  accomplished  and  beautiful  a  young 
woman  as  Lady  Caroline  Monkton; 
and  to  so  promising  a  youth  as  Lord 
Winterbourne. 

I  made  my  acknowledgments  for  tht 
compliment  which  was  paid  ta  me 
through  the  medium  of  my  family;,  but 
as  I  was  ignorant  of  the  means  hy 
which  my  friend  had  obtained  his  in* 
formation,  I  shaped  my  reply  as  well 
as  J  could,  to  gain  a  further  know- 
ledge, without  betraying  my  ignorance. 
I  was  successful;  my  friend  enuroe* 
rated  all  the  places  in  which  they  had 
been  visible.  I  must  say,  that  I  thought 
it  would  not  have  been  amiss  <|phave 
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consulted  me,  or  at  least  to  have  gi?en 
me  to  understand  what  the  intentions 
were.  But  as  I  had  no  power  to 
help  myself,  I  wad«  the  best  of  my 
situation. 


A  MAM   OF   BUSINESS. 


CHAP.   X. 


'  A  MAN  OF  BUSINESS, 


1  HAD  now  arrived  at  a  period  of 
life  when  rest  becomes  desirable.  My 
constitution  had  been  much  injured  by 
a  course  of  what  is  termed  **  free  liv- 
ing," and  I  began  to  feel  symptoms  of 
premature  old  age.  My  excesses  of 
late  years  had  indeed  been  more  cal- 
culated to  injure  ray  health  than  my 
purse,  for  I  had  managed  to  live  within 
the  income  of  that  part  of  my  property 
which  I  could  still  call  my  own.  It 
was  not  possible  for  me  to  have  enter- 
tained a  direct  hatred  towards  Lady 
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Srpingfaaixi,  (for  ]  had  never  loved  her. 
ihe  was  decidedly  unpleasant  to  me, 
^ut  she  was  still  the  mother  of  my 
bildren,  and  judging  from  experience 
',  felt  the  immense  importance  of  a  fiu 
ber's  sanction  on  their  entrance  into 
he  world. 

Under  these  impressions  as  soon  as 
[.had  digested  the  information  I  had 
ast  received  of  my  son  and  daughter 
mngi  with  their  mother,   I  wrote  to 
Lady  Erpingham,  to  suggest  to  her  the 
iropriety,  for  the  sake  of  the  children's 
iiture  welfare  in  life,  of  our  appearing 
ipenly  to  the  world  as  man  and  wife. 
[  positively  disclaimed  all  idea  of  inter, 
ering  with  the  routine  to  which  she 
lad  invariably  accustomed  herself,  but 
[•  ventured  to  submit  to  her  considera. 
tion,  whether   a  daughter's   establish- 
oient  in  marriage  would  not  be  likely 
to  be  more  elSectually  and  more  ad. 
vantageously  secured  under  a  father's 
eye,  and  also  whether  a  £sither's  autho- 
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rity  migiit  not  conduce  to. (he fven 
tioa  of  maay  wrsgutarities  on 'tbe  f 
of  a  Mn,  whose  rank  in  life^nd-fot 
prospecff  'WMild  put  bim  aboi^e  ^ 
oontrol  of  every;  4rther  person^  ^I  <: 
olnded. with  requesting  an  eavly  mtl 
tention  to  the  subject  on  the  part ^of 
Ladyship,  and  with  assurances  of  ^ 
altered  >  and  ..unalterable  esteem ^4 
K^ajrd;  The  last  part  of  the  -Idl 
wsis^  it  is  tr  ue»  -  juem  matter  of  com 
but  I  recdllect  that  in  the  piiddle 
the  .sentence  .  somethii^  rose  iHj^ 
thi!oatiW|hich  almost  choked  me.  : 
.  The  ensuing  day  I  was  favoured  ^w 
the  .following  note  in  reply, 

^^  Mi^s  Toadeater  has  received' 
commands  of  the  Right  Honoura 
Ibe  Countess  of  £rpingham,  &c.  / 
to  present  the  compliments  of  ] 
Ladyship  to  the  Right  Honours^le^i 
Earl  .of  Erpingham,  &c.  &c.  1 
Lordship's  note  of  yest^day  wa^^^di 
laid  before  her  Ladyship,  and  by/] 


N 


A   MAN   OF    BUSINESS.  145 

Ladyship's  direction  has  l>eeD  trans- 
mitted^ together  with  her  Ladyship's, 

iostructionsy  to  Mr.  Frill,  of street, 

her  Ladyship's  solicitor,  with  whom 
the  Earl  of  Erpiogham  will  please  to 
communicate  upon  the  subject.  Miss 
Toadeater  requests  the  Earl  of  Erp- 
iogham to  accept  the  assurances  of 
her  high  consideration." 

I  perused  this  delectable  note  again 
and  again.     As  it  was  the  first  written 
communication     I    had  ever   received 
from  her  Ladyship,  either  by  deputy 
or  otherwise,  1  could  not,  by  comparing 
it  with  any  former   productions  from 
the  same  quarter,  ascertain  in   what 
frame  of  mind  her  Ladyship  happened 
to  be  when  she  directed  the  pen  of  her 
secretary.     But  it  was  the  Countess  of 
Erpingham  with  whom  I  had  to  deal, 
aud  that  ought  to  have  lessened  any 
surprize  I  might  have  felt,  if  not  dissi- 
pated surprize  altogether. 

But  having  once  brought  myself  to 

TOL.  III.  H 
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leODdider    the    superin tendance  of  m] 

tlAMren'tts  a  duty  incumbent  upon  me 

1  was  Tes^olted  not  to  permit  tbeir  fa 

toreweltbeing  to  be  sacrificed  to  idl< 

puilctitioy  particularly  as  I  was  by  d( 

^'itteans  anxious  to  engage  in  any  per 

'^donal  intercourse   with   Lady  Erping 

^faam,  further  than  was  absolutely  ne 

cessary   to  carry  into  effect  the  ends 

^Wbich  I  had  in  view.     I  did,  indeed 

tiitdk  that  Mr.  Frill  might  almost  ai 

"well  have  been  the  bearer  of  her  Lady 

'ship's  will  and  pleasure,  and  thus  have 

•fcaved  tne  the  trouble  of  seeking  him 

I  soon  found,  however,  that  Mr.  Frill 

the  solicitor  not  only  to  Lady  Erping 

hani,  ■  but  to  several  other  persons  o 

distinction,    was   a  personage   of   fai 

greater  consequence  than  the  Earl  o 

Erpingham. 

Anxious  to  lose  no  time,  on  th< 
receipt  of  Miss  Toadeater's  epistle  ] 
walked  to  Mr.' Frill's  office,  and  wa^ 
ushered  to  a  seat  in  the  room  allottee 
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to  tbe  clerks.  I  sent  in  my  name, 
which  I  bad  previously  flattered  my- 
self was  sufficient  to  procure  me  instant 
admission,  or  at  least  a  removal  to  a 
more  agreeable  place.  But  my  vanity 
was  destined  to  experience  a  rebuke ; 
the  clerk,  after  waiting  several  minutes, 
returned  to  me  as  the  bearer  of  Mr. 
FriU's  compliments. — Mr.  Frill  was  at 
that  time  most  particularly  engaged  on 
an  affair  of  immense  importance,  but 
if  I  would  have  the  goodness  to  wait, 
he  hoped  to  be  at  leisure  in  about  a 
CQuple  of  hours,  or  he  would  attend  at 
his  office  to  any  appointment  I  would 
.please  to  make  for  the  following  day. 

Thus  two  days  of  the  negociation 
passed  away,  and  I  had  made  no  fur- 
ther progress  t(ian  in  receiving  by  de- 
puty the  compliments  of  an  attorney 
and  of  jpy  own  ^ife.  They  who  are  of 
a  superstitious  turn,  and  apt  to  be 
affected  by  omens,  would  have  augured 
ill  from  so  unprppitipus  a  cooim^fipe*^ 

'  'h2 
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meiit  and  I  think  it  must  be  allowed 
that  I  gave  the  most  indubitable  proofs 
of  my  courage  and  perseverance,  that  I 
did  not  instantly  desist  from  any  further 
attempt. 

Not  willing  to  run  the  risk  of  a 
second  fruitless  errand  I  chose  the 
hour  of  one  on  the  succeeding  day. 
For  almost  the  first  time  in  my  life,  I 
was  punctual.  St.  George's  church 
clock  struck  as  I  applied  my  hand 
to  the  office  bell.  I  was  admitted  into 
the  same  dirty  office,  and  after  waiting 
a  full  half  hour  was  ushered  into  the 
august  presence  of  Mr.  Frill  himself 
As  1  entered  the  room  Mr.  Frill  was 
just  taking  leave  of  a  young  man,  whc 
closed  a  familiar  discourse  with  "  Well, 
Frilly,  Fm  off,"  and  then  assuming  8 
theatrical  tone  and  corresponding  atti- 
tude, exclaimed  '*  retnember  twelve!" 

Mr.  Frill  apologized  for  having  de 
tained  me  so  long,  protesting  that  no- 
thing but  business  of  a  most  indispeu 
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able  nature  could  have  made  him  an 
QDwilling  trespasser  upon  my  good- 
nature. But  he  was  ever  in  a  hurry, 
apd  really  he  was  ko  torn  to  pieces 
that  he  had  not  a  moment's  time  which 
he  could  call  his  own. 

"  How  I  envy  the  man  of  indepen- 
dence, my  Lord,"  continued  the  man 
of  law.  **  How  delightful  to  be  enabled 
to  follow  pursuits  which  are  congenial 
to  one's  inclination !  But  a  public  man 
must  be  the  slave  to  the  public.  I  hare 
received  within  these  two  hours,  my 
Lord,  no  less  than  ten  letters  desiring 
appointments.  Indeed  being  concern- 
ed for  some  of  the  first  nobility,  I  have 
been  under  the  necessity  of  declining 
all  connexion  with  commoners,  and  I 
can  assure  you,  my  lord,  that  I  am 
compelled  to  refuse  having  any  personal 
intercourse  with  such  as  are  not  titled. 
The  Duchess  Dowager  of  Dolittle,  the 
Duke  of  Hammersmith,  and  the 
Marquis  of  Twaddleham    have    been 


i^  A'  MAN   OF   JBtsiKfiSS. 

worrying  me  to  death  this  morning; 
respecting  the  claims  of  the  Earl  of 
Wapping  upon  the  Pentweazle  property 
which  is  at  present  enjoyed  by  the 
Dowager,  the  Dutchess  of  Hammer- 
smith, and  the  Marchioness  of  Twad- 
dileham,  as  co-heiresses  of  the  late  Sir 
Jeffrey  Dunstan,  by  whom  the  property 
i*^as  claimed  in  right  of  his  great  grand- 
mother. I  have  but  little  time  to  de* 
Vot^  to  your  Lordship,  as  I  expect  thfe 
I^al'qtiis  of  Crump  at  t\^o  to  cons^ult 
u^bn'  the  niai'riage  articles  betweeh 
Lord  Jeremiah  Dumpy,  his  Lordship's 
j^ecbiid^  son,  and  Lady  Keziah  Gander- 
pool.  At  three  I  must  be  with  Lot^d 
Viiscount  Badger,  who  is  obliged  tb 
take  up  another  twenty  thousand  from 
•few  Jssachar  upon  annuity.  This  is 
ifotally  against  my  custom,  for  with  my 
^i^ensive  business,  I  can  only  see  my 
cflients  here  unless  as  a  friend,  but  Badger 
is'  laid  up  with  th6  gOut  and  has  sent 
&4  word,  thsit^  if  t  do  not  cOriie,  His 
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disorder  will  certaiolyrfly  to  hi9  stoma^dl^ 
You  see,  niy  Lord,  a  lawyec  of,rep^%» 
tion  is  sometimes  better  than  a.dqctQiv 
Your  Lordship  was  of  course  at.  Ls^if 
HedgeJiogs  masquerade  Ja&t.  nigjijf 
But  it  would  be  insulting,  to. a.  m9^  of 
your  Lordship's  taste  to  sqpposip  thsijt 
you  could  be  absent  from  such.a^supeWb 
^pectecfe-— Prodigious  company.— ^Tb/5 
Dutchess  of  Limberham  wiiispered  in 
my  ear  that  Lord  Simon  Hjojrsdo^gpg 
was  the  best  mask  she  had  ev^r.  s^q. 
The  Dutchess  is,a.siv^qtw^,maq.-rTii^ 
i)uk0  will  certainly,  caiTy  the  qpnnty 
of  I'll. at  the  next  geoerM  elfiQtioD. 

But  let  US(  proceed  to.  busim^ss.-^Oib^! 
here  is  yx>ur  Lorships's.  letter  to  La^ 
£rpingh,am.-^Lady  CafoUn^  IMU^nk^a 
is  a  chacmiog  creature;  the  fMcture  of 
hQT,  loi^ely  mothei). — Your  have  beea  a 
bappy  man,  my  Lord.  L^fi;  so  es^rly  at 
jFour  QWii.  disposal  mijx  siv;h  an  im- 
meuse  property,  ^^gpet  that^  ip,  yOM,r 
4iffi6uUiesi|  %ff;w*  ye^q^,  b«cl(,  I  l^^not 
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the  honour  of  being  your  adviser.*^ 
Hope  soon  to  have  the  pleasure  of 
drawing  Lady  Caroline's  marriage 
articles  and  of  attending  her  nuptials. 
—Several  promising  young  noblemen 
at  present  in  the  market.  What  does 
your  Lordship  think  of  the  Marquis  of 
Pnddington?  to  be  sure  he  is  a  little 
warped,  and  his  legs  a  little  affected  by 
bad  nursing;  but  he  is  a  sensible  clever 
young   man,    great   genius,    exquisite 

taste, and  immense  fortune ^The  Coun- 

ess  of  Paperskull  told  me  »■        " 

How  much  further  this  harangue 
would  have  proceeded,  I  cannot  deter- 
mine, but  it  was  interrupted  by  a 
clerk,  who  whispered  in  Mr.  Friirs 
ear,  and  immediately  departed. 

Mr.  Frill  intreated  my  pardon  for 
a  few  seconds,  and  followed  his  clerk, 
assuring  me  as  he  went  out  that  it  was 
one  of  his  greatest  misfortunes  to  be 
continually  exposed  to  interruption. 

With  Mr.  Frill's  predecessor  in  bu- 
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siness  J  never  had  any  particular  rea- 
son to  be  dissatisfied.  He  had,  in- 
deed, drawn  the  marriage  settlements 
between  Lady  Erpingham  and  myself, 
by  which  I  was  rendered  such  a  com- 
plete cypher  in  every  thing  which  re- 
lated to  my  domestic  arrangements. 
But  I  had  no  right  to  grumble ;  the 
iault  was  my  own  in  submitting  to 
such  terms,  and  ]  could  have  no  one 
to  reproach  but  myself. 

At  the  time  I  waited  upon  Mr.  Frill, 
his  former  master  Mr.  Gangrene  had 
been  dead  about  eighteen  months. 
His  business  and  clients  had  been 
transfered  by  his  executors  soon  after 
his  disease  to  Mr.  Frill,  who  was  the 
son  and  heir  of  a  Leeds  tailor,  for  a 
valuable  consideration.  Mr.  Frill  had 
taken  possession  of  Mr.  Gangrene's 
house,  and  in  so  doing  had  insured 
the  connections.  It  is  in  this  manner 
that  those  who  style  themselves  inde* 

h5 
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j^endent  are  transferred  from  hand  to 
band  like  cattle  in  Smithfield. 

I  never  had  any  vast  opinion  of  legal 
Advisers,  notwithstanding  the  trust  I 
formerly  reposed  in  Mr.  Nalder,  But 
the  folly  of  placing  a  dependance  upon 
ihem  tiever  struck  me  so  forcibly  as 
tipon  the  present  occasion.  Lsidy 
£rpingham  was,  however,  a  lover  of  r^- 
^ularity,  if  she  Could  be  said  to  be  a 
lover  of  any  thing.  She  had  been  ih 
ihe  habits  of  consulting  Mr.  Gangrene, 
and  did  not  think  it  possible  that  her 
interest  could  be  properly  attended  to, 
in  any  other  house  than  in  the  one  ih 
which  he  had  resided.  In  this  she  was 
by  no  means  singular,  for  1  have  oc- 
casionally met  with  persons,  in  other 
respects,  by  no  means  deficient  in 
sense,  who,  I  am  certain,  would  have 
considered  themselves  irretrievably 
iruined,  if  they  had  entrusted  their 
affairs  into  any  other  chambers  than 
those  occupied  from  time  to  time  by 


A  MAN  OP  HUSIKS8(a»  ]ii 

tie  lawyers  oons^olted  hy  \hw  brtn 

Mr.  JFriU  retupoMl  ia  abo«t  a  quam 
ter  of  an  hour.  He  was  profoae  ia  hk 
excuses,  but  his  time  must  be  devoted 
to  his  clients.  Pulling  out  his  watch, 
he  regretted  his  inability  to  give  me 
anymore  of  his  attention  at  present. 
If  I  would  favour  him  with  my  com- 
pany at  breakfast  to-morrow,  he  should 
be  happy  further  to  discuss  the  busi- 
ness in  question,  satisfied  that  every 
thing  would  be  settled  to  our  mutual 
satisfaction. 

I  regarded  the  puppy  for  some  mo- 
ments with  astonishment,  in  doubt 
whether  impudence,  ignorance, or  folly, 
most  predominated.  At  the  same  time 
I  grasped  my  cane^  feeling  an  impulse 
Itlmost  irresistible  to  apply  it  where  I 
thought  it  might  be  of  some  service. 
But  my  prudence  in  this  instance  got 
the  better  of  my  passion,  and  1  was 
content  with  casting  upon  him  a  took 

H  6 
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of  inefiable  contempt.    Without  dei 
ing  to  open  my  lips,  I  haughtily  pa 
ed  by  him,  and  made  my  way  to 
street  door* 


r<»^  / 
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CHAP.  XL 


A  FAMILY  PARTY. 

I  HAD  seen  quite  sufficient  of  Mr. 
Frill  to  avoid  degrading  myself  by 
seeking  a  second  interview,  and  I 
t^erily  believe,  that  to  have  saved  my 
children,  and  even  my  wife  into  the 
bargain,  from  drowning,  I  should  not 
have  been  induced  to  have  exchanged 
another  word  with  him.  But  as  what 
had  passed  did  not  serve  to  weaken 
the  purpose  I  had  in  view,  I  made  up 
my  mind  to  see  Lady  Erpingham  her- 
self, resolving,  if  my  object  could  not 
be  accomplished  without  the  interven- 
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tioii  of  a  third  person,  to  give  the 
taatter  up  as  lost,  and  to  retreat  io  the 
quietest  way,  and  with  the  best  grace 
possible. 

In  this  fram^  of  mttid,  I  proceeded 
directly  to  the  house  which  I  intended 
once  more  to  call  my  own.     The  old 
port^   was   dead,  and  his  successor 
being  entirely  unacquainted  with  my 
person,  I  was  under  the  necessity  of 
announcing  myself  before  I  was  even 
permitted  to  gain  a  footing  in  the  hall. 
When  he  heard  my  name  he  appearai 
by  his  looks  to  doubt  the  correctoess 
of  my   assertion.      Perhaps,   he   had 
never  heard  of  such  a  person,  a«  the 
husband  of  bis  lady.     But  after  wait* 
ing  a  few  moments,  during  which  the 
porter  was  pondering  upon  the  course 
to  be  adopted,  I  was  conducted  iotii 
an  anti-room,  where  in  a  short  time  I 
was  greeted  by  a  lady,  who  was  an- 
nounced to  me  as  Miss  Toadeater. 

The  laws  of  politeness  were  never 
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Inof^  rigidly  adhered  to  in  China  it- 
self,  than  in    this  interview.      Evefy 
article  in  every  title  which  the  code  of 
ceremony  contained,  was  gonethrough, 
beffore  it  ^as  permitted  me  to  enter 
ttpod  the  basinets  which  had  brought 
tm  to  the  house. 
I  r^qiie^ted  to  have  the  honour  of 
.  seeing  Lady  Erpingliani,     Miss  Toad- 
eat^  ^ire  me  to  understand  that  her 
Lidyship's  hour  of  receiving  visitors 
fald  iiot  yet  arrived.     I  ventured  to 
dllege  that  my  business  was  of  a  na- 
ture that  would  not  brook  delay.    Her 
Ladyship  Was  on  the  point  of  entering 
ber  carriage,  for  her   morning's   ride, 
but  upoti  my  earnest  solicitation  Miss 
Toadeater,  said  she  would,  in  this  in- 
i^tance,  infringe  upon  her  Ladyship's 
commands,  and  inform  her  Ladyship 
of  my  visit 

Her  Ladyship  at  last  burst  upon  roe 
in  all  her  state  and  dignity,  most  gor- 
geously   equipped   for   her  morning's 
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airing.     She  made  me  a  low  curtesy^ 
with, 

•*  My  Lord !" 

"  My  Lady !" 

As  I  spoke  I  made  a  bow  conres- 
ponding  in  profundity  to  her  Lady- 
ship's curtesy.  Before  I  could  gaia 
the  erect  position,  her  Ladyship  took 
up  the  discourse.  ^ 

**  I  hardly  know,  my  Lord,  exaetfy 
to  what  circumstance  I  am  indebted 
for  the  honour  of  this  visit.  Mr.  FriU 
has    not    as    yet    made    any    report 


on  ' 


"  No,  my  Lady,  nor  ever  will.  At 
least  it  is  very  unlikely  that  he  should 
make  any  report  to  the  purpose.  Your 
Ladyship  must  excuse  me,  but  really 
this  is  a  case  in  which  no  third  person 
c«an  have  a  right  to  interfere.  It  is  a 
matter  entirely  between  ourselves,  and 
the  only  point  to  be  settled  is,  whether 
our  children  are  to   be  put  forward 
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in  the  world  in  a  way  becomiDg  their 
situation  in  life,  or  not. 

Her  ladyship  heard  me  with  silent 
attention,  but  without  any  expression 
ofcounteiAnce  which  indicated  either 
\toabt  or  conyiction.  But  she  vouch- 
safed no  reply.  Looking  at  her  watch, 
she  observed  that  her  time  was  ex- 
pired.o  She  would,  however,  dispense 
with  the  attendance  of  Miss  Toad- 
tater,  who  was  perfectly  acquainted 
with  her  sentiments. 

We  parted  as  we  met,  with  all  the 
marks  of  outward  respect. 

I  had  already  stormed  the  breach. 
To  take  the  town,  I  apprehended 
would  be  easy.  The  citadel  would 
then  surrender  at  discretion.  Miss 
Toadeater,  indeed,  seemed  to  consider 
herself  entitled  by  the  post  she  held, 
to  throw  every  obstacle  in  the  way  of 
the  negociation,  for  instead  of  endea- 
vouring to  conciliate,  she  thought  pro- 
per to  entertain  me  with  a  long  ha- 


lOi  A   FAMILY   PARTY. 

rangue  upon  the  angelic  virtues  of  n 
wife,  accompanied  by  indirect  hints 
qualities   of  an  opposite   descriptio 
by  which,  she  was  pleased  to  infer^ 
had  been  distinguished.       <^ 

As  if  conscious  of  the  truth  of  Mi 
Toadeater*s  allegations,  I  behave^  m 
self  with  such  becoming  moderatic 
as  to  draw  from  her  an  ackno^ledj 
ment  of  hopes,  that  she  had  been  m 
informed  and  mistaken.  Theconferea 
was  brought  to  a  close  in  the  coiu 
of  about  half  an  hour,  and  the  foUo' 
ing  articles  were  agreed,  to  by.  Mi 
Toadeater  and  myself,  subject,  ho' 
ever,  to  the  approbation  of  her  Lad 
ship,  which  the  companion  had.  i 
doubt  of  obtaining. 

I  was  to  have  free  egress  and  i 
gress  at  all  times,  and  seasons  tbrou{ 
the  street  door.  The  uninterrupti 
use  of  all  the  staircases  aud  passag 
in  the  house.  Access  to  the  nurser 
and  school  room  between  the  bours^ 
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ei^ht  iQ  the  morning,  and  eight  in 
the  evening*  (As  to  this  article,  by 
the  bye,  I  was  a  little  at  a  loss,  but  as 
it  was*  proposed  by  Miss  Toadeater, 
I  passed  it  without  remark.)  My  li» 
brary  and  the  study  adjoining,  were  to 
be  delivered  up  to  me  in  absolute  fee 
simple,  and  I  was  graciously  permit-- 
ted  to  enter  the  breakfast,  dinner,  and 
sapper  rooms  at  meal  times,  as  also, 
the  ball,  card  and  concert  jrooms,  when 
properly  arranged  for  the  reception  of 
company.  It  was  further  agreed  that 
the  domestics  severally  belonging  to 
the  contracting  parties;,  should  be  kept 
separate  and  distinct ;  her  Ladyship 
in  all  cases  reserving  to  herself- the 
right  of  dismissing  such  of  my  ser* 
vants,  as  were  rash  enough  to  offend 
against  the  rules  and  regulations  of 
the  household. 

Tc^  these  articles  I  could  start  no 
reasonable  objection,  and  I  believe,  I 
^nld  have  agreed  to   any  proposi- 
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tion  whatever,  an  obligatioQ  to  a  p 
sonal  intercourse  with  Lady  Erpii 
ham  excepted. 

The  ratification  of  the  treaty  by  1 
Ladyship  was  forwarded  to  the  ho 
in  the  evening,  and  the  following  d 
I  again  took  possession  of  my  o^ 
house.  As  soon  as  I  had  seated  n 
seFf  in  the  study,  and  felt  the  a 
sciousness  that  I  was  at  home,  I  gs 
directions  that  the  children  should 
summoned.  I  saw  a  tali  gawky  lo< 
ing  girly  sind  an  empty  looking  you 
who  were  introduced  to  nie  as  my  s 
and  daughter.  To  have  judged  fn 
the  vacancy,  which  had  settled 
their  countenances,  their  minds  w< 
as  unformed  as  their  persons.  I  coi 
not  deny  their  claims  of  affiliation,  a 
therefore,  received  them  with  the  h 
grace  possible,  hoping  that  time  a 
attention  would  render  them  a#li1 
like  the  rest  of  world. 

When   the  hour  of  dinner  arrive 
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aod  I  found  myself  again  seated  at  the 
bottom  of  the  table,  I  was  half  inclined 
to   fancy   that  I    was   sixteen    years 
younger.     I  could  perceive  little  or  no 
alteration  in  the  person  of  Lady  £r- 
pingham,  and  not  the  smallest  differ- 
ence in  her  manner.     She  was  equally 
stiff,  and  ceremonious  as  pending  the 
honey  moon.     During  the  repast,  si- 
lent  gravity  usurped  the  place  of  con- 
versation.    Had  it  been  a  dinner  of 
crowned  heads,  it  could  not  have  been 
more    thoroughly   stupid.      The  ser- 
vants were  ranged  respectively  behind 
their   Lord    and   Lady,    as   if    they 
had  been  drawn  up  for  battle  array, 
and  wanting  but  the  signal  to  engage 
in  combat.     An  ideal  line  was  drawn 
across    the    table    and    room,  below 
which  her  Ladyship's  domestics  never 
descended,    and    above    which,  mine 
never  ventured  to  advance. 

I   had  now  ample  opportunity    to 
lament  the  n^lected  education  of  the 
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children.  Their  actions,  and  the  few 
words  they  uttered,  betrayed  the  grwn- 
est  vulgarity.  Their  behaviour  even 
attracted  the  notice,  and  roused  the 
indignation  of  Lady  Erpingham,  and 
she  actually  reproved  Caroline  for 
putting  her  knife  to  her  mouth. 
"  Toadeater/'  said  her  Ladyship,  "  in- 
struct that  creature,  as  to  her  beha- 
viour in  future,  and  do  not  let  nie  be 
again  witness  to  such  outrages  upon 
decency."  The  boy  was  still  worse, 
for  when  his  mother's  eyes  were  not 
directed  towards  him,  he  amused  him- 
self with  significant  nods  and  winks 
at  one  of  the  footmen. 

Lady  Erpingham  had  always  ex- 
pressed a  dislike  to  dinner  company. 
She  soon  left  the  room  with  her  com- 
panion  desiring  Caroline  to  follow 
them.  I  was,  therefore,  soon  released 
from  this  state  of  purgatory.  I  gladly 
retired  to  my  library  with  my  son, 
anxious  to  find  something  that  would 
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enf oarage  my  hopes  of  improYement, 
bat  I  confess  that  iny  fears  predo- 
minated. 

The  youth  did  not  appear  by  any 
meaBS  so  really  deficient  in  intellect, 
as  I  expected,  but  he  had  still  more 
'^ennning  than  sense  about  him.  His 
tutor,  as  1  haYe  befoi^  obsenred,  bad  no 
sort  of  influence  over  the  mind  or  ac- 
tions of  his  pupil,  and  as  the  latter 
coo  Id  seldom  be  prevailed  upon  to 
ftudy,  he  was  left  to  pursue  his  own 
incKnations,  which  led  him  to  seek  the 
society  of  the  groom  and  the  game- 
keeper. If  shooting  had  been  the  test 
of  perfection,  Charles  would  have  been 
all  accomplished,  and  however  awk- 
ward he  appeared  at  his  father's  table, 
he  was  perfectly  at  home  in  the  stable, 
and  in  the  do^  kennel. 

*From  the  little  I  had  seen  of  Oaro- 
liiie,  I  was  satisfied  that  she  possessed 
more  pliability  of  temper,  and  more 
versatility  of  talent.      Her  improve- 
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ment  was  rapid,  both  in  person  a 
accomplishments.  She  appeared 
be  seized  with  the  spirit  of  emulati 
and  to  have  been  rouzed  by  her  pri 
at  the  discovery  of  her  own  defici 
ciesy  when  compared  to  the  atta 
ments,  real  or  pretended,  of  the  yoi 
females  with  whom  she  associated, 
a  few  weeks  I  hardly  knew  her  to 
the  same  person,  and  I  declare  m^ 
to  have  felt  a  degree  of  pleasure 
which  I  had  been  long  a  stranger, 
seeing  her  rapid ly  approaching  to wa 
becoming  a  handsome  woman*  £ 
applied  herself  indefatigably  to  1 
'Studies,  and  having  the  assistance 
the  most  eminent  masters  in  the  ti 
ous  branches  of  female  education,  p 
mised  to  make  up  for  lost  time,  ] 
Lady  Erpingham  viewed  her  progi^ 
in  knowledge  with  the  same  cool  in* 
ference,  that  she  noticed  her  ig 
ranee,  and  had  it  not  been  for  i 
quent  encouragement  on  my  part»  p< 
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CaroliDe,  1  believe  would  soon  hare 
relaxed  in  her  exertions. 

The  ignorance  of  Charles  was  for  a 
time  a  complete  bar  to  his  progress. 
Unlike  his  sister,  he  appeared  devoid 
of  emulation.  He  was  now  at  a  time 
of  life  when  mingling  with  others  is 
desirable.  But  to  what  public  semi- 
nary could  I  send  him,  where  he  could 
M  associates  of  his  own  rank?  To 
have  placed  him,  where  his  deficien- 
cies would  have  degraded  him  to  a 
level  with  the  youngest  boys,  would 
have  been  the  sure  means  of  exposing 
him  to  insult,  and  breaking  his  spirit 
On  the  other  hand,  while  he  remained 
at  home  it  seemed  next  to  impossible 
to  wean  him  from  his  low  propensi- 
ties. 

My.  only  hope  at  present  was  in  ex- 
citing his  pride  for  dress.  It  in  great 
measure  succeeded.  By  the  assist- 
ance of  a  French  valet,  he  became  an 
odd  mixture  of  a  petit  maitre  and  a 
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pofitilioo.  But  tiiis  only  mended  his 
exterior.  The  interior  continued  in 
the  same  empty  state,  and  appeared  to 
bid  defiance  to  the  entrance  of  all  in- 
struction. 

I  nought  for  a  well  disposed  youth 
to  place  al>out  him  as  a  companion, 
expecting  to  work  upon  his  mind 
by  the  force  of  example.  But  the  in- 
nate superiority  of  the  young  iaan  I 
had  selectied,  only  rendered  the  de- 
fects of  Charles  more  visible,  from  the 
coptrast  which  was  exhibited.  Charles^ 
however,  was  aware  of  the  strikiog 
difference,  arid  as  he  declined  to  use! 
his  endeavouirs.  for  placing  himseli 
upon  a  level  with  his  companion,  ht 
gave  way  to  a  mean  jealousy.  Aver- 
sion, as  might  naturally  be  expected  in 
such  a  case,  speedily  ensued.  This 
broke  out  in  ungovernable  paroxsyms 
of  rage ;  so  much  so,  that  the  pool 
youth  was  reluctantly  obliged  to  fore- 
go the  prospects  which  his  situatioi 
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in  a  fiEimily  of  importance  held  out  to 
him,  and  which  he  had  contemplated 
with  the  highest  delight.  I  promised 
indeed  to  provide  for  him  in  another 
wfty,  bfit  according  to  my  invariable 
custom,  f  entirely  forgot  him. 

After  mticfa  deliberation,  I  at  last 
placed  Charles  under  the  superinten* 
dance  of  a  gentleman,  who  had  been 
extremely  successful  in  his  treatment 
of  a  similar  case.  TTie  good  effects  df 
Mr.  Oordon^s  mild  and  persuasive 
manner  was  soon  evident,  and  if  there 
was  no  positive  promise  of  Charles  be- 
coming the  man  of  sense,  there  was,  at 
least,  some  probability  of  his  preserv- 
ing the  exterior  of  a  gentleman.  If  he 
was  not  likely  to  be  a  striking  orna- 
ment to  his  family,  a  hope  might  be 
rciasonably  entertained  that  he  would 
Qot  be  a  disgrace  to  it.  This  was  as 
much,  under  all  circumstances,  as 
could  be  expected. 

His  love  of  low   company,  indeed, 
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baffled  the  exertions  of  Mr.  Gordo 
in  many  points,  and  could  never  b 
thoroughly  eradicated.  To  this  vici 
he  added  another,  of  a  nature  equal 
ly  to  be  regretted,  because  the  pos 
sessor  of  it  will  always  be  a  prey  t 
others ;  it  consisted  in  doing  any  thing 
even  in  opposition  to  his  own  judge 
ment,  if  he  was  dared  to  the  al 
tempt.  If  a  horse  was  particularl; 
vicious,  Charles  would  ride  him.  Hi 
neck  was  perpetually  in  jeopard] 
and  he  appeared  to  verify  the  ol< 
adage  *'  that  fools  and  madmen  ar 
never  in  danger." 

Such  was  to  be  my  successor,  an< 
I  do  not  think,  with  all  my  foil] 
that  with  the  appearance  which  h 
presented,  my  memory  would  hmv 
materially  suffered  by  the  compari 
son. 
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A  DEBUT. 

IT  would  be  a  fortunate  circum- 
stance for  parents,  if  their  duty  to 
their  children  ceased  when  education 
is  considered  to  be  complete.  But 
vohappily  the  commencement  of  ma* 
turity  is»  of  all  others,  the  period  at 
which  most  circumspection  is  neces- 
sary. The  desire  of  reaching  the  mo- 
ment, when  restraint  shall  cease,  is  im- 
bibed from  earliest  infancy,  and  as  that 
moment  usually  arrives  when  the  cur- 
rent of  the  blood  flows  with  the  great- 
est rapidity,  too  much  caution  cannot 
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be  employed  in  restraining  impetuosity^ 
and  in  directing  the  passions  in  the 
path  which  should  not  be  inimical  to 
future  happiness^  I  bad  myself  suffer- 
ed so  much  from  the  neglect  of  my  fa- 
ther in  this  respect/  that  I  was  deter- 
mined neither  of  my  children  should 
have  to  load  my  memory  with  similar 
reproaches.  I  resolved  to  promote 
their  welfare,  in  the  best  way  I  was 
able,  comforting  myself,  that  if  I  failed 
m  the  att^npt,  I  should  at  least  have 
the  satisfaction  of  having  performed  ray 
duty. 

Whep  I  refer  to  my  daught^'s  wet 
iEire  in  the.  world,  I  am  far  from  beii^ 
desirous  of  assuming  a  merit  which  I 
do  not  possess.  I  confess  that  the 
happiness  of  Lady  Caroline  Motikton 
formed  but  a  very  trifling  part  of  my 
scheme.  My  sole  object  was  to  see 
her  well-married  in  the  common  ac- 
ceptation  of  the  phrase.  To  accom- 
plish this  the  path   was   straight  for- 
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ward^  although  the  success  might  be 
doubtful.  Lady  Caroline  had  to  be 
shown  in  the  fashionable  circles.  The 
result  was  to  be  left  to  chance.  Females, 
being  deemed  marriagable  at  an  earlier 
age  than  men,  Charles  was  at  present 
DO  obstacle  to  my  giving  my  undivid- 
ed  attention  to  the  advancement  of  his 
sister. 

The  public  introduction  of  a  young 
female  of  rank,  which  of  course  com- 
prehends fashion,  is,  to  her,  an  era  of 
the  utmost  importance.     It  is  neces- 
sary that  she  should  be  set  before  the 
world   with  splendour  becoming    the 
dignity  of  her  station.     As  I  had  uo 
fortune  to  bestow  upon  my  daughter, 
independent  of  what  I  was  empowered, 
Quder  former  settlements,  to  burthen 
the  estates  as  a  provision  for  younger 
children,  nobility,  and  a  person  by  no 
means  disagreeable,  must  have    been 
Caroline's  chief  attractions.    Marriages 
in  high  life,  I  knew  by  experience,  had 
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nothing  to  do  with  affection.  To  pre 
vent  his  doing  worse,  the  heir  is  usually 
tied  for  life,  by  the  management  of  hit 
parents,  before  he  is  properly  out  o 
his  leading  strings.  In  cases  when 
fortune  is  already  sufficient,  family  h 
considered  as  of  the  first  importance 
and  what  blood  in  the  country  wa< 
more  noble  than  that  which  was  formec 
by  the  junction  of  the  ancient  houses  o 
Vavasour  and  Erpingham?  Caroline's 
pretensions  were  here  undoubted;  Cad' 
wallader  himself  was  not  better  de 
Bcend^d.  No  young  female,-  therefore 
of  equal  expectations  in  point  of  pro 
perty,  ever  entered  the  world  unde 
more  favourable  auspices. 

During  the  season  of  Caroline') 
debut^  our  mansion  exhibited  a  seem 
of  gaiety  unparalleled.  Lady  Erping 
ham  thought  proper  to  present  he 
daughter  at  court,  but  having  don< 
that,  she  considered  herself  as  exemp 
from   any  further  trouble.     The  pre 
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sentation,  however,  was  the  signal  for 
Doise  and  bustle.  It  was  no  sooner 
past  than  the  house  was  turned  upside 
down.  My  library  was  stripped  of  its 
natural  ornaments  for  the  purpose  of 
proYiding  an  extra  supper-room.  The 
bookcases  and  books  were  huddled 
together  in  a  garret;  but  as  far  as 
book-cases  and  books  were  concerned, 
I  was  passive.  They  were  as  much 
use  to  me  in  one  place  as  in  another, 
but  I  stoutly  maintained  my  post  in 
defence  of  my  study,  which  was  pro* 
posed  to  be  thrown  into  the  dining- 
room.  When  this  inroad  upon  my 
comforts  and  independence  was  first 
mentioned,  I  was  even  ruffled  by  Miss 
Toadeater  herself,  amiable  as  were  her 
general  manners. 

Notwithstanding  all  this  bustle  and 
confusion,  Lady  Erpingham  would  on 
no  account  suffer  herself  to  be  put  out 
of  the  way.  At  her  regular  time  of 
admitting  visitors,  she  condescended 

i5 
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to  recenre  the  homage  of  the  cdinpaiii 
with  which  the  house  was  croudei 
from  morning  till  night  She  retires 
at  her  usual  time,  without  betrayinj 
symptoms  either  of  displeasure  or  ss 
tisfaction/  It  seemed  a  matter  of  th 
completest  indifference  to  her,  whethe 
her  daughter  was  married  or  not ;  an* 
I  sometimes  doubted  whether  she  re 
collected  that  she  had  a  daughter  i 
alK 

But  although  Lady  Erpingham  di 
not  think  proper  to  take  the  post  < 
honour  upon  this  occasion,  the  consi 
quence  of  the  family  was  sustained  1 
perfection  by  the  Dowager  Countei 
of  Littleworth,  a  distant  relation  < 
Lady  Erpingham.  At  an  intimatic 
from  the  latter,  conveyed  through  tl 
medium  of  Miss  Toadeater,  the  Doi 
ager  was  readily  prevailed  upon  i 
occupy  the  places  of  directress-gener 
of  the  revels,  and  ckaperone  to  Car 
line,    both   of  which   she  611ed   in 


manDer  which  met  her  own  iftpproba* 
tioD,  though  I  am  not  equally  certain 
that  CTcry  body  else  was  of  the  s&me 
opioion. 

As  I  may  never  have  so  iair  an  op- 
portunity of  expatiating  upon  the  Vast 
merits  of  Lady  Littleworth,  I  should 
consider  myself  blameable  if  I  passed 
it  by.  Nature  had  been  extremely 
ni^^rdly  in  furnishing  the  inside  of 
her  ladyship^s  head  v  and  Fortune, 
doubtless,  on  account  of  her  being 
blind,  had  been  equally  niggardly  in 
supplying  her  ladyship's  pocket  But 
these  deficiencies  were  amply  compen- 
sated by  a  most  unbounded  stock  of 
pride  and  presumption.  Her  ladyship 
Was  wholly  dependant  upon  a  small 
jointure,  upon  which,  by  practising 
the  most  rigid  economy,  she  contrived 
to  make  both  ends  meet.  Her  whole 
soul  was  continually  absorbed  in 
schemes  to  make  the  most  splendid 

I  6 
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appearance  possible.  Without  allow- 
ing herself  the  use  of  wine,  or  of  plate, 
she  kept  a  butler,  a  domestic  of  that 
denomination  being  indispensable  to 
all  who  pretend  to  rank  and  fashion. 
The  remainder  of  her  ladyship's  esta* 
blishmenf  consisted  of  a  coaebman, 
two  footmen,  a  house-maid,  and  her 
own  woman ;  all  but  the  latter  were 
on  board  wages.  For  a  cook  there 
could  be  no  occasion,  where  no  eat* 
ables  were  required  to  be  drest.  The 
spare  diet  allowed  to  herself  and  her 
attendant,  was  invariably  cooked  by 
the  latter,  under  her  ladyship's  own 
immediate  inspection,  and  in  her  dres- 
sing-room, to  prevent  the  possibility 
of  waste.  After  the  frugal  pair  had 
taken  their  meal,  the  scraps  of  meat 
were  regularly  weighed  before  they 
were  dispatched  to  the  larder,  and  as 
regularly  re-weighed  on  their  appear- 
ance for  their  next  meal.  Lady  Little* 
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worth  prided  herself  in  having  a  set 
of  the  most  honest  servants  in  Lon- 
don!! 

It  was  therefore  no  matter  of  sur- 
prize, that  stinted  as  her  ladyship  was 
at  home,  in  even  the  necessaries  of 
life,  she  should  revel  with  an  insatiable 
appetite  in  the  fat  pastures  of  Erping- 
ham  House.  She  appeared  determined 
to  make  amends  for  past  privations. 
The  parties  at  our  mansion  were 
crottded  to  excess ;  for  who  could  pos- 
sibly resist  ripe  peaches  and  green  peas 
in  February  ? 

It  was  a  fortunate  circumstance  that 
the  establishment,  as  settled  by  Lady 
Erpingham  at  the  happy  perii)d  of  our 
marriage,  included  a  mailre  d" hotel  as 
well  as  a  house-steward ;  I  might 
otherwise  have  been  overwhelmed  with 
trouble  in  the  payment  of  bills.  As  it 
Was.  I  had  only  to  transfer  over  a  few 
thousands  at  a  time,  just  as  they  were 
wanted.     The  distribution  to  the  va- 
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rious  claimants  was  performed,  by 
the  steward  with  a  rapidity  truly  won- 
derful. 

The  presentation  served  as  a  prelude 
to  Lady  Caroline's  fame  as  a  first-rate 
beauty.  In  the  paragraphs  which  daily 
adorned  the  columns  of  the  fashionable 
worlds  fortune  was  wi*^ely  omitted; 
and  I  really  began  to  think,  from  the 
flattering  encomiums  which  were  given 
in  that  mirror  of  fashionable  life,  that 
my  daughter  really  had  wherewithal 
to  lift  her  above  the  common  croud.  1 
continued  in  this  error  about  three 
months,  when  in  casting  my  eyei 
over  a  page  in  the  house-steward's  ac- 
counts, I  perceived  the  several  sums 
of  three  guineas,  two  guineas  and  s 
half,  and  two  guineas,  placed  against 
the  word  "  Newspapers."  I  asked 
the  steward  if  he  supposed  me  mad 
enough  to  pass  his  accounts  with  suet 
a  gross  evidence  of  fraud  upon  the 
face  of  them. 
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the  mftn  requested  an  explanation. 
I  pointed  to  the  items,  observing  at 
the  same  time,  that  I  thought  the 
three  newspapers  which  were  laid  con- 
stantly upon  my  breakfast  table,  were 
qaite  sufficient  for  the  whole  family ; 
and  further,  that  if  the  charge  were 
correct,  which  I  could  hardly  believe, 
I  would  on  no  account  submit  to  such 
abominable  extravagance. 

While  I  was  talking,  I  turned  over 
other  leaves,  and  was  completely 
thunderstruck  at  finding  two  or  three 
eDtries  of  a  similar  description  in  every 
one  of  them. 

Convinced  that  I  was  cheated,  my 
next  object  was  to  bring  the  proof 
home  to  the  house-steward.  With  that 
view,  I  dismissed  him  without  any 
further  remark,  determining  to  pro- 
ceed instantly  to  the  office  of  the 
fashionable  worlds  in  order  to  procure 
the  damning  evidences  of  dishonesty. 
The  spirit  of  vengeance  was  rouzed 
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within  me,  and  I  resolved  to  punisb 
the  crime  in  so  exemplary  a  manner, 
as  to  be  a  warning  to  all  house^tew- 
ards,  down  to  the  latest  generation. 

In  my  way  to  the  Strand,  I  had  con* 
trived  to  work  myself  gradually  into 
a  degree  of  nervous  excitability,  which 
had  about  reached  its  height  as  I  was 
ushered  into  the  presence  of  the  con- 
ductor  of  the  paper.  To  use  the  ex- 
pression of  a  statesman  more  eminent 
for  sound  than  for  sense,  and  more 
remarkable  for  impudence  than  either^ 
my  temper,  **  was  in  a  state  far  from 
satisfactory."  We  both  of  us  alluded 
to  internal  rebellion.  His  rebellion,  how- 
ever, was  in  the  heart  of  the  kingdom, 
whereas  mine  was  only  caused  by  an 
insurrection  of  the  **  black  choler,*' 
which  was  fomented,  and  was  on  the 
point  of  breaking  forth,  in  defiance  of 
reason^  prudence,  and  justice. 

Forgetting  that  my  errand  was  only 
to  satisfy  myself  of  the  dishonesty  of 
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my  steward,  I  be^n,  without  cere- 
iDODy,  a  yirulent  attack  upon  the  con* 
doctor  of  the  paper,  whom  I  broadly 
charged  with  abominable  extortion. 

Mr.  Buckler  very  wisely  sulSfered  me 
to* vent  my  rage  without  giving  me  the 
slightest  interruption.  When  I  had  a 
little  cooled,  of  my  own  accord,  he 
quietly  asked  if  I  had  not  mistaken 
him  for  some  other  person,  as  he  had 
not  the  honour  of  being  acquainted 
with  me. 

I  immediately  saw  my  error,  not 
only  for  giving  way  to  my  temper, 
bat  for  not  making  myself  personally 
known.  On  my  signifying  to  him  that 
he  was  speaking  to  the  Earl  of  Erping- 
bam,  he  made  a  most  profound  bow, 
saying  as  he  rose  up,  that  it  would  be 
to  him  a  matter  of  the  deepest  regret, 
if  anything  had  been  done  which  had 
given  olSfence  to  so  great  a  supporter  of 
the  publication,  in  which  he  had  the 
felicity  of  being  concerned. 
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Not  being  aware  that  my  patronage 
had  ever  extended  bO  far^  I  looked  with 
astonishment  at  a  person  who  could 
utter  such  a  barefaced  lie  to  my  face 
But  the  conversation  was  by  no  meant 
at  a  stand  still  for  want  of  words  'oi 
my  part,  for  Mr.  Buckler  continued  hii 
speech. 

**  I  hope  your  lordship  will  do  m< 
the  honour  to  credit  my  assertion,  wha 
I  assure  you,  that  from  the  commence 
mentof  the  agreement  which  wasmad^ 
ou  the  part  of  your  lordship,  by  th 
J>owager  Countess  of  Little  worth,  Wi 
have  invariably  charged  less  for  th< 
paragraphs  referring  to  Lady  CaroUm 
Monkton,  by  half-a-guinea  each  para 
graph,  than  is  our  usual  custom.  Tb 
proofs  which  this  book  will  afford  you 
if  your  Lordship  will  have  the  good 
ness  to  examine  the  different  items,  an< 
compare  them  with  the  space  in  th< 
paper  which  each  occupies,  will  convjoc 
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you  that  %    am  utterly  incapable  of 
deceiving  your  Lordship. 

He  put  the  paper  of  that  day  in  my 
handy  and  as  I  read  the  different  para- 
graphs, he  pointed  to  the  corresponding 
entry  in  the  book.  I  was  a  good  deal 
aonised  at  finding  that  my  family  were 
Dot  the  only  fools  in  the  creation  ;  and 
I  eertainly  acquitted  the  proprietors  of 
the  paper  of  all  blame  for  taking  money, 
when  people  were  silly  enough  to  pay 
fer  the  recording  of  the  most  trivial 
incidents,  in  a  publication  that  dies 
with  the  day,  and  indeed  scarce  drags 
•B  its  existence  to  the  evening. 

In  the  course  of  my  labours,  I  pointed 
oat  a  passage  which  spoke  of  the 
Duchess  of  Alnwater,   and  her  three 

beautiful  daughters **  Good  God!" 

laid  I,  ''  is  it  possible  that  the  Duchess, 
who  is  a  pattern  of  truth  and  propriety, 
ahould  wish  to  be  the  propagator  of 
such  an^  abominable  falshood  ;  for  cer- 
tainly her  daughters  are  three  of  the 
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plainest,  not  to  say  the  ugliest,  young 
women  in  the  kingdom.  Pray,  Sir,  do 
you  not  make  an  extra  chaige  on  such 
occasions  T 

*'  Oh  no,  my  Lord,  such  a  distinc- 
tion would  be  impossible.  Besides, 
where  there  is  real  beauty,  there  can 
be  no  necessity  for  puffing." 

I  thought  of  Caroline^  and  gave  a 
long  interjectional  whistle. 

*'  Pray,  Sir,  may  I  take  the  libertj 
of  requesting  to  see  the  originals  od 
the  several  paragraphs  which  have  hea 
inserted  on  the  part  of  my  daughter.'' 

**  By  all  means,  my  Lord ;  thow 
from  our  regular  customers  we  kee] 
on  separate  files ;  for  it  often  happen 
that  we  receive  general  orders  for  t 
complimentary  paragraph  two  or  thre 
times  a  week,  as  the  case  may  be.  Oi 
referring  then  to  the  file,  we  are  at  m 
loss  for  the  style  best  adapted  to  th 
parlies.  Here  is  your  Lordship's  file 
You  will  see  every  passage  from,  *  Tb< 
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lovely  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Erpiog* 
ham,  who  was  presented  on  the  birth- 
day by  her  charming  mother,  is  uni- 
versally allowed  to  be  the  most  beau- 
tifal  and  accomplished  female  at  present 
irradiating  the  luminary  of  fashion/ 
down  to  the  entry  of  yesterday — *  We 
are  concerned  to  state,  that  the  lovely 
Lady  Caroline  Monkton  still  feels  some 
degree  of  pain  from  the  accident  which 
happened  about  three  weeks  since  to 
her  little  finger/  ** 

I  viewed  the  file,  and  was  not  a 
little  surprized  to  find  the  whole  of  the 
articles  in  my  daughter  s  hand*writing{ 
which,  by  the  bye,  was  none  of  the 
most  lady-like. 

"  Will  you  allow  me,  Sir,  to  ask 
the  price  of  my  daughter's  beauty 
and  accomplishments  in  the  first  pai'ar 
graph?" 

"  Five  guineas,  my  Lord ;  but  in 
this  instance  there  was  a  combination 
of  circumstances.    It  was  not  only  the 
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first  annoiwcemeDt  of  Lad  y  Caroline,  but 
it  likewise  recorded  her  presentation 
at  court.  The  announcement  and  the 
presentation  usually  form  distinct  para* 
graphs,  at  three  guineas  each.  But  as 
Lady  Littleworth^ve  us  to  understand 
that  we  naight  daily  receive  marks  4}( 
her  favor,  we  undertook  to  chaise  every 
thing  at  a  reduced  rate." 

"Very  moderate  indeed,  Sir!!  twl 
surely  you  do  not  receive  at  that  nite 
for  these  trifling  insertions  of  arrivals 
and  departures?" 

"  By  DO  means ;  they  are  mere  mat^ 
ters  of  coqirse.  Indeed  the  plan  adopt«4, 
in  these  cases,  is  one  of  econcHxiy ;  for 
an  announcement  in  the  FasbionaUa 
World  being  considered  equivalent  to 
visits  upon  arrivals  and  departuresy 
and  beii^  only  charged  hatf-a*guinei^ 
your  Lordship  will  readily  guess  thf 
immensity  of  saving  in  cards,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  wear  and  tear  of  a  foot' 
man.    Were  it  not  for  the  Fashionabto 
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World,  I  am  satisfied  every  family, 
whose  acquaintance  is  even  moderately 
extensive,  would  be  under  the  neces- 
sity of  keeping  an  extra  male  do- 
Bieatie/' 

^'  Qut  here  is  the  arrival  of  my  friend 
Sir  Gregory  Goose,  in  the  paper  of  this 
morning,  and  I  see  your  charge  is  one 
guioea  and  a  half?" 

'*  True,  my  Lord ;  but  then  you 
will  observe,  that  we  pledge  ourselves 
to  Miss  Gk>ose  being  charming.  For 
this  we  cliarge  an  extra  guiaea* 

1  took  leave  of  Mr.  Buckler,  con- 
vinced of  the  extreme  utility  of  th« 
Fashionable  World,  and  better  pleased 
with  my  beautiful  and  accompUsAed 
(laughter  than  I  expected  to  be  when 
I  first  made  the  discovery,  as  I  plainly 
perceived  that  the  newspaper  praise  of 
every  other  female  originated  from  the 
the  same  source. 

As  I  walked  liome  through  LabceaAer 
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Fields^  I  strolled  into  the  Panorama, 
where  the  first  objects  that  struck  my 
attention  were,  Sir  Gregory  Goose, 
Lady  Goose,  and  the  charming  Miss 
Goose.  I  congratulated  the  Baronet 
upon  his  arrival  in  town,  observing  that 
I  had  seen  it  announced  in  the  news- 
papers. 

"  Dear  me,  my  Lord,  how  odd!— 
only  think,  Lady  Goose,  they  have  put 
our  coming  to  town  in  the  newspaper. 
What  pains  those  persons  must  take  to 
ferret  out  all  people  of  consequence.^ 

I  smiled  inwardly  at  the  Baronet's 
remark;  then  taking  a  cursory  vieW 
of  the  painting,  I  made  bow  to  the 
Goose  family,  and  wished  them  good 
morning. 

As  soon  as  I  got  home,  I  sent  for 
Caroline,  to  ask  her  how  it  was  possible 
for  her  to  give  way  to  such  abominable 
vanity,  as  to  scribble  her  praises  witlx 
her  own  hand.     She  assured  me  that: 
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she  bad  no  further  concern  in  the  basi- 
ness,  than  copying  the  compositions  of 
Lady  Littleworth. 

I  much  regretted  when  I  was  at  the 
office,  that  I  did  not  enquire  what  had 
been  paid  for  making  Lady  Erpingham 
and  myself,  a  *^  happy  pair^''  at  the  time 
of  our  marriage.  If  it  was  paid  for  in 
proportion  to  the  magnitude  of  the  lie ; 
the  purse  must  have  been  very  long 
that  furnished  the  means.  I  made  a 
memorandum  in  my  pocket-book,  to 
ascertain  the  matter  at  some  future 
day;  but  from  that  time  to  this  present 
hour,  in  which  I  am  relating  the  cir- 
cumstance, no  trace  was  to  be  found 
in  my  memory. 
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CHAP.  XIII. 


PROPOSALS. 

I  AM  perfectly  aware  that  in  the  last 
chapter  I  have  advanced  one  part  of 
my  story  considerably  before  the  other, 
but  this  is  a  mode  of  proceec^ing  to 
which  every  person  is  liable  who  has 
not  accustomed  himself  to  the  arrange- 
ment of  his  thoughts  for  the  purposes 
of  composition.  In  book-craft  as  well 
asjn  priestcraft,  there  are  many  points 
both  of  major  and  minor  consequence, 
which  are  only  known  to  those  initiated 
into  the  mysteries  of  their  respective 
orders.     It  is  for  this  reason  that  the 
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works  of  one  writer  shall  flow  in  a 
pellacid  steady  current,  while  those  of 
another  shall  have  all  the  UDsightljr 
appearance  of  a  stagnant  pool.  And 
yet,  when  the  contents  of  both  shall  be 
thoroughly  analyzed,  the  glittering  style 
of  the  former  shall  be  found,  in  point  of 
real  value,  infinitely  short  of  the  solid 
seuse  of  the  latter. 

It  must  not  however  be  supposed, 
because  I  have  said  a  word  or  two  in 
favour  of  sense  against  sound,  that  it  is 
ffijr  intention  to  praise  muddle  headed 
authors  in  general,  and  myself  among  the 
Dumber.  All  I  meant  to  infer,  was  the 
possibility  that  a  book  might  be  deficient 
in  grace,  elegance,  order,  and  even 
perspicuity,  and  yet  after  all  be  toler* 
ably  decent.  Writing  and  speaking 
are  both  of  them  apt  to  confound  the 
judgement,  by  inducing  us  to  give  way 
to  first  impressions,  without  making  a 
due  enquiry  into  the  proper  source  of 
gratification.     It  is  in  this  way  that  at 
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breakfast  I  have  often  supposed  myself 
delighted  with  a  smooth  easy  compo- 
sition of  which  not  a  single  idea  en- 
grafted itself  upon  my  memory,  when 
in  fact,  I  have  been  only  pleased  with 
the  flavour  of  my  buttered  rolls.  In 
the  same  manner  wJien  1  have  listened 
with  delight  to  the  finely  rounded 
periods  of  Mr.  Shanning, — when  I  have 
admired  the  tones  of  his  voice  and  his 
graceful  delivery,  I  have,  in  the  language 
of  a  noble  statesman,  been  ready  to 
**  stand  prostrate''  at  his  feet  with  de- 
light. But  when  I  have  reluctantly 
seen  Mr.  Shanning  resume  his  seat  I 
have  been  unable  to  (ind  any  thing 
remaining  of  a  brilliant  harangue,  but 
frothy  matter  seasoned  with  the  smooth 
twang  of  empty  verbosity. 

To  reason  fairly  upon  llie  business, 
there  is  no  other  mode  of  telling  a  story 
so  as  to  avoid  one  part  running  before 
the  other,  unless  a  writer  proceed  upou 
the  plan  of  a  polyglott  bible,  and   in- 
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stead  of  applying;  the  different  columns 
to  difiereut  languages,  to  use  them  for 
the  relation  of  collateral  and  contem- 
poraneons  events,  which  sometimes 
ioterniingle  and  at  other  times  have  no 
more  to  do  with  each  other  than  the 
inhabitants  of  the  moon  with  those  of 
the  earth. 

Having  closed  my  affairs  with  the 
**  fashionable  world"  it  is  now  my  duty 
to  bring  up  the  rest  of  my  story  to  the 
same  iieripd.  Having  done  that,  I  shall 
be  again  at  liberty  to  take  another 
start  forward,  and  in  due  time  hope  to 
arrive  at  the  end  of  mv  labours. 

The  first  act  of  Lady  Littleworth's 
reign  was  to  give  a  most  splendid  ball, 
for  which  no  less  than  twelve  hundred 
tickets  were  issued.  I  attended  to 
litde  4hat  passed  during  the  evening 
except  to  observe  the  degree  of  notice 
which  my  daughter  excited  among  the 
marriageable  unmarried  part  of  the 
company.     Although  theball  was  given 
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early  in  the  month  of  February,  and 
during  the  continuance  of  a  severe  frost, 
the  rooms  were  crowded  to  such  an 
excei^s^  that  with  scarce  a  fire  in  any 
part  of  the  mansion,  every  guest  was  in 
a  state  of  thaw  and  dissolution.  It  is 
really  astonishing  to  what  incon^eni- 
encies  persons  capable  of  thinking,  sub* 
mit  from  inclination.  But  with  all  the 
capacity  for  thinking,  it  must,  I  think, 
be  quite  clear,  that  in  such  cases  the 
powers  of  reasoning  can  never  be  re-* 
sorted  to,  or  no  one  coold  be  coDt€»t 
for  fashion  sake,  to  breathe  a  pestikfl* 
tial  air  and  literally  to  **  fret  in  their 
grease.'* 

I  considered  myself  truly  fortunate 
that  my  persevering  tenacity  had  se- 
cnred  to  me  the  refuge  of  my  study. 
In  flying  to  it  early  in  the  evening,  or 
rather  morning,  I  escaped  from  a  place 
to  which,  even  in  Lucifer's  eyes.  Pan- 
demonium would  have  been  a  para* 
dise.     By  retiring  I  luckily  escaped 
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any  fatal  consequeDces,  but  I  was  given 
to  uDderstand  that  numbers  dated  their 
lingering  diseases  to  the  fatal  ball. 
The  beautiful  Lady  Charlotte  Spils- 
bory,  who  during  the  evening,  clad 
like  a  nymph  of  early  autumn,  was  the 
gayest  of  the  gay,  entirely  lost  the  tise 
of  her  limba  by  the  rapid  transition 
from  overwhelming  heat  to  the  keeti 
eotliog  of  the  northern  blast. 

The  grand  ball  was  succeeded  by 
Weekly  parties,  and  on  the  intei'veding 
nigbta  the  dowager  and  D>y  daughter 
returned  the  visits  which  bad  been 
paid  them*  Sottietimes  for  a  week  to- 
gether I  did  not  even  see  my  daughter, 
for  althongh  I  was  repeatedly  io  tb^ 
same  houses  that  she  frequented, 
chance  seldom  led  us  to  the  same  place 
at  the  same  time.  A  country  life  had 
given  her  a  strong  constitution,  and 
ahe  really  bore  the  fatigue  iu  the  style 
of  a  veteran  in  dissipation. 

As    Lady  Caroline  Monkton    was 
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now  absolutely  on  sale,  it  was  my  duty 
to  pay  every  attention  to  such  as  did 
me  the  honour  of  bidding  for  her. 
Wfth  that  view  I  regularly  attended 
every  morning  in  my  study  from  one 
o'clock  till  three.  At  first  the  propo* 
sals  of  fathers,  mothers,  uncles,  and 
aunts  in  favour  of  their  respective  re- 
latives, as  well  as  conditional  offers 
from  young  men  on  their  own  account, 
were  pretty  numerous.  Seldom  a  day 
indeed  passed  without  my  having  to 
discuss  the  business  at  length,  four  or 
five  times.  But  the  smallness  of  the 
fortune  was  the  bar  to  hungry  nobili- 
ty; Caroline  herself,  I  fear,  had  no 
great  charms  for  nobility  not  in  want, 
and  Lady  Erpingham  was  a  bar  to 
commoners  of  every  description. 

Twenty  thousand  pounds  was  the 
utmost  I  could  ensure  to  Lady  Caro- 
line. This  sum  I  almost  invariably 
found  to  fall  far  short  of  expectation. 
One  sprig  of  fashion  and  family  asked 
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me  if  I  was  really  serious.  On  assur- 
ing him  that  I  never  was  less  inclined 
to  joke  in  my  life,  he  observed  that  I 
ought  to  be  ashamed  of  niyself. 

"  But  ril  tell  you  what,  my  Lord/' 
added  be,  "  Lady  Caroline  is  really 
passable,  and  I've  an  immense  regard 
for  her  mother.  Your  family,  my 
Lord  Erpingham,  and  that  of  the 
Countess,  one  need  not  be  ashamed  of. 
Without  a  further  waste  of  words,. Til 
take  Lady  Caroline  at  eighty  thousand, 
and  rat  me  if  I'd  take  any  other  wo- 
man under  a  hundred  thousand. — I 
see  that  your  Lordship  is  inclined  to 
make  advances,  but  I  would  not  make 
Caroline  Viscountess  Ruinham  for 
one  farthing  less  than  the  eighty 
thousand." 

I  rose  from  my  seat,  saying  that  I 
was  sorry  ^that  a  uegociation  so  hap- 
pily commenced  should  be  so  soon 
terminated. 

''  Pray,  my  Lord,  make  no  apologies. 
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I*im  vastly  sorry  for  the  poor  girl. — 
©We  my  tove  to  h«r. — I  hope  the  pal- 
try twenty  thousand  will  do  something 
for  her.— But  it  must  be  where  the 
blood  wants  ennobling.*' 

On  the  next  negociation  I  adopted 
a  different  plan.  I  talked  of  so  much 
down  and  hinted  largely  at  personal 
property  at  my  death.  But  it  would 
not  4o,  for  I  found  men  of  rank  to  be 
christians  in  nothing  but  in  their  deal- 
ings with  jews.  Although  they  permit 
the  tetter  fraternity  to  prey  upon  their 
Tery  vitals,  in  their  concerns  with  each 
other  they  are  as  shrewd  and  as  ex- 
tortionate as  the  children  of  Israel.  I 
did  not  altogether  blame  them,  being 
satisfied  at  the  time  that  further  reali- 
ties, not  expectations,  were  out  of  the 
question.  Expectations  I  held  out 
abundance,  and  perhaps  it  was  be- 
cause I  made  them  so  plentiful  that 
they  were  considered  of  such  little 
vakie. 
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The   ceriainty  was  tbe  o«iy  ix>kit 
that  admitted  of   serious  discowion. 
I  was  every  now  and  then  feminded  of 
my  rank   and  fortune,   and  tfa«t  waj 
daughter  was  an  only  d»ugbler«   Lord 
Limber  I  was  told  gave  fifteen  tbov- 
sand  and  bad  five  daughters ;  at  the 
same  time  his  Lordship's  fortune  was 
by  no  means  extensive.     It  wm  also 
observed  that  Lord  Rington  garve  axs 
ttBch,    and    had   no    less    than  dine 
daughters.     I  urged  the  positiveblood 
aad  beauty  of  Lady  Caroline  Monhtoti 
in  opposition  to  the  comparative  mean 
birtb  and  superlative  homeliness  ofthe 
HoQOurabke  Misses  Cinnamon ;  and  as 
a  further  illustration  of  my  argument 
ia  favofir  of  biood  and  beauty,  I  ob- 
jftrved  that  althou^  all   the  Misws 
Cinnamon'  ba^  lofig  been  mar riagaJ^le, 
aad.  bad  beea  regularly  brought  fov- 
ward,  only  one  had  as  yel  been  die- 
posed  of. 

Att  would  not  do^    Ever  day  served 
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to  diminish  my  hopes  and  to  increase 
my  fears.  One  reflection  gave  rise  to 
another,  and  as  the  season  was  draw- 
ing towards  a  close  I  seriously  began 
to  grumble  attheenormousexpenditure, 
which  did  not  seem  the  least  likely  to 
furnish  any  return,  either,  as  the  proverb 
says,  in  meal  or  malt.  It  afforded  no 
pleasure  at  the  time  and  held  out  no 
prospects  for  the  future.  But  this  was 
not  the  worst  of  it.  What  was  spent 
in  absolute  waste  would  have  brought 
Caroline's  fortune  up  to  the  required 
maximuni  of  the  majority  of  suitors, 
although  it  might  not  have  been  suf- 
ficient to  elevate  her  to  the  rank  of 
Viscountess  Ruinham. 

My  remarl^s  on  this  subject  have 
hitherto  been  confined  to  noble  suitors, 
or  such  as  must  infallibly  have  become' 
noble,  incase  the  dissipation  and  de- 
bauchery of  the  son  did  not  happen  to 
be  greater  than  the  like  courses  on  the 
part  of  the  father,  and,  as  has  beep  of- 
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teo  the  case,  sent  the  former  to  bis 
grave  loaded  with  all  the  infirmities  of  old 
age,  and  left  the  latter  in  the  possession, 
not  indeed  of  youth,  but  of  health  and 
rigour^  with  the  probability  of  outliving 
bis  third  generation. 

As  to  commoners  of  family^  I  found 
them  as  lofty  in  their  pretensions  as 
Tables  of  family.  Indeed  there  were 
two  or  three  that  had  no  objection  to 
Lady  Caroline  on  the  score  either  of 
family  or  fortune,  and  who  would  have 
condescended  to  marry  her  if  she  would 
have  covenanted  to  drop  the  ''  Lady" 
by  courtesy.  Lady  Erpingham  her- 
self started  no  dislike  to  the  antiquity 
or  respectability  of  their  families,  but 
with  [her  a  coronet  was  indispensible, 
and  unless  they  were  possessed  of  that 
it  was  of  no  consequence  whether  they 
were  descended  from  Noah's  first  son 
or  his  third.  But  the  parties  I  have 
alluded  to  as  requiring  a  complete 
spoliation  of  all  title,  entertained  their 
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species  of  pride  as  obstinately  ai 
ladyship,  although  it  was  of  an 
site  nature.  They  would  not  de 
themselves  and  their  families  b 
acceptance  of  a  peerage,  which  i 
place  the  first  of  commoners  wit 
last  of  Lords,  and  consign  them  1 
rear  of  tinkers,  tailors,  weavers 
perriwig  makers. 

The  declaration  that  a  title  wou 

refused  was  publickly  made. 1 

der  if  it  was  ever  proflfered ! 

The  proposition  which  roost  mc 
approbation  was  from  a  followi 
Moses  on  the  part  of  his  son.  It 
liberal  in  the  extreme,  and  compl 
freed  from  the  least  tincture  of  judi 
Mr.  Iscariot  engaged  that  he  am 
son  would  embuace  Christianity,— 
they  would  not  only  take  Lady  i 
Hue  without  fortune,  birt  would  t 
fcr  to  my  own  use  the  twenty  thou 
pounds  which  I  could  charge  i 
mj  estates.    In  addition  to  this*, 
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expressed  a  willingness,  if  I  wanted  it, 
of  lending  me  fifty  thousand  pounds  on 
DO  better  security  than  my  bond  and 
jadgment.  The  Iscariot  family  pos- 
sessed souls.  They  even  proposed  to 
eat  pork  in  my  presence  as  a  test  of 
their  sincerity. 
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CHAP.  XIV. 
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IF  the  demands  on  account  o 

profuse  style  of  living,  had  not 

upon  me  faster  than  I  could  ai 

them»  I  do  not  imagine  I  should 

regarded  Mr.   Iscariot,  in  the  li| 

a  relation    with  much    complac 

But  as  his  entrance  into  my  stud; 

immediately  succeeded  the  exit 

most  importunate  dun,   I  coupler 

jew  and  the  convenience  together, 

found  the  mixture  not  only  pala 

but  even  pleasant  to  the  taste. 

Before  I  ventured  to  hint  such  a 
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position  to  Lady  ErpiDgham,  I  viewed 
it  in  every  possible  shape.  In  what- 
ever position  I  placed  it,  convenience 
was  apparent.  The  difficulties,  how- 
ever, as  far  as  regarded  her  Lady- 
ship, were  apparently  insurmountable. 
Bat  what  is  the  act  to  which  necessi- 
ty may  not  drive  a  man?  There  was 
something  most  unquestionably  repul- 
sive, in  making  a  son-in-law  out  of  Mr. 
Sliadrach  Iscariot.  However  it  was 
become  absolutely  necessary  that  I 
should  find  some  new  mode  of  raising 
DHmey,  and  by  embracing  the  proposal 
I  could  obtain  money  for  myself  and 
a  husband  for  my  daughter  by  the  same 
simple  operation. 

Lest  I  might  alarm  Lady  Erpingham 
by  the  too  abrupt  introduction  of  a 
topic  which  at  first  view  was  likely  to 
call  up  all  the  Vavasours  from  Adam 
(lonnwards,  in  judgement  against  me,  I 
determined  to  enter  into  a  detail  of  ray 
actual  situation,  hoping  that  her  ladyship 
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would  yield  to  prudence   that  which 
might  be  repugnant  to  inclination. 

Through  the  medium  of  the  kiud 
Mis8  Toadeater  I  procured  a  private 
audience  and  a  promise  of  serious  at^ 
tention.  In  the  first  place,  I  candidly 
laid  before  her  ladyship  a  statement  of 
my  affairs,  which  I  bad  drawn  up  to 
suit  the  present  occasion,  baf  which 
I  doubt  not  was  under  the  mark.  By 
this  it  appeared  that  I  was  liltle  short 
of  fifty  thousands  pound  io  debt 
Charies,  I  farther  obserred,  would  in 
a  very  sfaort  time  require  an  outfit  ade- 
quate  to  bis  rank  in  bfe.  This,  I  de- 
clared, would  be  wholly  out  of  my  power, 
unless  some  plan  was  adopted  to  free 
me  firom  pressing  erabarrassment^i 
principally  created,  as  her  ladyship 
must  be  well  aware,  by  the  recent  inr 
trodnction  of  Lady  Caroline.  I  con- 
cluded by  regretting  that  our  daughter 
was  still  unprovided  for,  but  that  I  was 
of  opinion  it  was  possible  even  now  to 
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secure  her  an  adequate  establishment, 
before  I  should  be  uuder  the  neceKsity 
of  reducing  my  style  of  living  to  the 
scale  of  economy  which  my  tiituation  ' 
demanded. 

A  gleam  of  sonshine  shot  across  her 
ladyship's  countenance,  from  which  I 
augured  a  successful  result.  My  hopes 
were  still  further  increased  by  her 
ladyship  declaring  that  she  could  not 
be  averse  to  the  adoption  of  any  mea* 
sore  which  was  cakntated  to  aflbrd  me 
die  desired  relief. 

£«iboIdei»ed  by  her  hulyahip's  con^ 
descennon,  spirited  on  by  my  rngent 
wants,  and  after  much  circomlocution, 
ehiefly  upon  the  desirabl^aesi^  of  Caro- 
line being  eligibly  married,  I  came  to 
the  point  I  clearly  proved  that  the 
acceptance  of  Mr.  Shadrach  Iscariot 
would  at  once  relieve  my  distresses  and 
provide  an  establishment  for  Caroline 
far  beyond  any  thing  that  had  yet  come 
before  me  in  a  tangible  shape;     I  urged 
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the  urilliogness  of  Mr.  Sbadracb  and 
his  father  to  abjure  the  doctrines  of 
Moses,  and  explained  to  her  ladyship 
thealt-powerful  efiectsof  an  actof  parlia- 
ment in  wiping  away  all  traces  of  Jewish 
origin.  In  short,  I  resorted  to  eVery 
mood  and  figure  of  speech,  with  which 
my  short  acquaintance  with  eloquence 
could  supply  me,  and  stated  and  ro- 
tated my  arguments  in  eviery  possible 
way  which  I  thought  capable  of  adding 
strength  to  my  cause. 

Lady  Crpingham  listened  to  me  with 
the  most  profound  attention,  but  with 
all  my  penetration  I  could  not  discover 
that  any  of  my  arguments  made  the 
least  impression  upon  her  mind.  This 
however  I  will  say,  that  if  any  did  all 
did;  for  I  could  not  perceive  the 
slightest  variation  of  feature  or  expres- 
sion. 

After  I  had  exhausted  ray  rhetoric 
I  calmly  looked  towards  her  ladyship 
in  expectation  of  a  reply  corresponding 
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to  her  former  observation.  But  seeing 
(hat  she  still  roaintained  ber  silence, 
with  a  voice  and  look  which  I  intended 
should  be  affectionate,  I  most  respect- 
folly  solicited  the  favour  of  her  advice, 
which  I  assured  her  should  guide  me 
tipon  the  present  occasion* 

Lady  Erpingham,  however,  acted 
like  herself.  When  I  had  made  a  full 
stop,  she  rose  from  her  seat  with  more 
than  her  usual  dignity,  then  casting 
upon  me  a  look  of  the  most  sovereign 
contempt  she  stalked  majestically  to 
the  door  without  vouchsafing  a  reply. 

I  had  scarcely  recovered  from  my 
surprize,  at  the  conference  having  been 
terminated  in  a  manner  so  contrary  to 
what  I  had  led  myself  to  anticipate, 
when  my  daughter  entered  the  room 
in  search  of  me.  She  presented  to  me 
a  handsome  diamond  necklace,  which 
she  said  a  jeweller  had  brought  for  her 
inspection^  with  the  assurance  that  it 
would  be  sold  a  most  tremendous  bar- 
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gain.  By  her  account,  the  jeweller 
had  estimated  it  to  be  richly  worth 
two  thousand  five  hundred  ponnds  tc 
any  one  in  the  trade,  but  as  it  was  the 
property  of  a  person  greatly  in  wani 
of  money,  be  had  been  empowered  tc 
dispose  of  it  at  the  very  low  price  oi 
two  thousand  guineas!  She  conclude 
ed  by  expressing  her  admiration  of  its 
extreme  beauty,  and  coolly  asking  me 
for  a  draft  for  the  money. 

My  astonishment  was  as  great  in  the 
affair  of  the  necklace  as  Lady  Crping- 
ham's  had  been  in  the  affair  of  the 
Jew.  I  looked  steadfastly  at  Caroline 
for  a  few  seconds,  and  then  taking  a 
lesson  from  her  mother,  I  retreated  in 
dignified  silence  to  my  own  apart- 
ment. 

Oa  consideration,  I  was  by  no  means 
sorry  to  ptjrceive  a  strong  love  of 
finery  in  my  daughter.  I  had  never 
suspected  her  to  be  in  possession  of 
any  of  the  nicer  feelings,  but  till  now, 
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I  bad  been  at  a  loss  to  discover  what 
bias  her  ruling  passion  had  taken. 

Pope  thinks  proper  to  maintain  that 
women  must  necessarily  incline  either 
to  the  ^^  love  of  pleasure,  or  the  love  of 
sway/'  Perhaps  he  is  right,  Caroline 
certainly  evinced  no  love  of  sway,  for 
she  submitted  to  be  led  by  the  dow 
^in  every  thing.  As  to  pleasure, 
ber  empire  is  so  extensive,  and  her 
subjects  of  so  many  different  nations. 
Colours,  sorts,  sizes,  and  degrees,  that 
it  is  impossible  to  convey  a  distinct 
idea  to  the  mind  without  defining  the 
geDQS  and  species.  The  anxiety,  how- 
ever, which  my  daughter  showed  for 
possessing  this  trijlej  as  she  called  it, 
convinced  me  that  her  notions  of  plea- 
sure tended  to  external  gratification. 

Having  resolved,  for  the  best  of  all 
possible  reasons,  to  give  every  en- 
couraragement  to  the  addresses  of  Mr. 
Shadrach  Iscariot,  I  began  seriously  to 
consider  the  most  effectual  means  of 
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his  becoming  my  son-in-law.  The  cer« 
tainty  that  wealth  and  splendour  await- 
ed her,  would,  I  conceived,  reconcile 
Lady  Caroline  Monkton  to  the  match. 
Her  repugnance  overcome,  the  path 
was  straight  forward,  except,  indeed, 
any  opposition  should  arise  on  the 
part  of  Lady  Littleworth.  But  this  I 
treated  lightly,  not  in  the  least  doubt- 
ing that  gold  administered  to  the  dow- 
ager in  sufficient  doses,  would  not  \ye 
found  in  the  least  wanting  of  its  usual 
infallibility. 

I  did  not,  however,  permit  my  in- 
tended son-in-law  to  remain  in  igno- 
rance of  this  probable  obstacle  to  our 
mutual  wishes.  Mr.  Shadrach  wisely 
suggested  the  idea  of  converting  the 
dowager  into  a  warm  friend.  He 
therefore  empowered  me  to  enter  into  a 
negociation  with  her  Ladyship,  and  to 
make  any  offer,  which  I  might  deem 
fair  and  reasonable. 

I  sounded  the  dowager,  first  as  to 
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her  iDclinatioD.  Her  pride  caught  fire, 
and  she  furiously  denounced  the  plan, 
accusing  me  of  a  wantof  pride,  principle, 
and  a  sense  of  decency.  She  thtea* 
tened  me  with  the  vengeance  of  Lady 
Erpingham's  family,  and  declared  that 
she  could  never  survive  such  a  degrada* 
tion^  She  then  commenced  a  strain 
of  invectives  against  Jews  in  general, 
and  the  Messrs.  Iscariot  in  particular, 
ending  with  an  anthema  upon  th^ 
whole  race. 

I  suffered  her  to  expend  her  ammu- 
nition, and  then  merely  mentioned  that 
I  had  heard  the  elder  Mr.  Iscariot  say, 
that  it  was  his  intention  to  present  to 
soch  of  Lady  Caroline's  relations  and 
particular  friends,  as  would  do  him  the 
honour  of  accepting  it,  a  bank  note  of 
Five  Hundred  Pounds,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  wedding  ornaments.  But 
this,  added  I,  is  a  downright  insult 
upon  the  family. 

^'  Mr.  Iscariot  is  a  gentleman,''  said 
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b^r  La<)yshipy  swiliug  with  the  ut- 
most compIaceDcy,  ''  and  I  doubt  uot 
will  be  an  bouour  to  Christianity/' 

When  I  came,  however,  to  request 
the  dowager'^i  assistance,  I  found  the 
4ve  h^^dred  very  iuefficieni.  Jt  was 
enough  to  purchase  silence,  but  not 
co-^operation.  I  offered  a  thousand. 
Her  Ladyship  demanded  two.  This 
I  said,  was  exorbitant.  We  ^  la^t 
settled  it  at^fteen  hundred. 

But  a  new  difficulty  arose.  I^ady 
Littlei^orth  was  inclined  to  leave  no- 
thing to  ch^ce,,  whereas  Mr.  IscariotVi 
idea  of  renwneration  were  of  a  nature 
l^holly  conditional.  Her  Ladyship  in- 
sisted that  the  whole  Hum  should  be 
paid  dowix*  Mr.  Iscariat  would  only 
secure  the  money  to  be  paid  within  an 
hour  after  the  performance  of  the  cere-^ 
mony. 

Several  days  passed  before  the  nego- 
ciatious  were  completed.  I  gave  up 
the  busiuesB  in  despair,  above  a  dozen 
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times;  but  at  Itist  it  xfas  settled  that 
her  Ladyship  should  receive  a  fee  at 
starting  of  iGive  hundred  pounds ;  the 
remaiDing  thousand  to  be  paid  at  the 
retom  from  church. 

As  to  Lady  Erpingham,  I  intended 
she  should  reconcile  herself  to  the 
match.  Indeed,  I  inwardly  chuckled 
at  the  thotight  of  her  Ladyship's  rage 
at  the  first  exp6»S.  I  imagined  the 
miigling  the  ^oble  hlaod  of  the  Va* 
vasetire  with  the  hsd  puddle  Of  thci 

Iscamts  Would   rouise  her  from    hei* 

f 

state  of  torpor,  if  to  roui^e  her  wis 
possible.  I  fancied  that  such  a  ciif- 
cumstatlce  wotild  moi^  unquestiohably 
Excite  her  anger,  b»t  although  T  ar- 
mfiged  *er  features  in  every  possible 
way,  I  couid  net  picture  to  myself  how 
^  wdiiid  kKjk  iti  a  passion.  • 

'By»the  aid  df  ou^lie^r^'alfy,  the  mat- 
ter was  brought  nearly  to  a  certainty. 
I  p^id  etery  attent?ron  in  my  pbwer  to 
^  Jews,  'btt<  !ds^they  were' fioirftively 
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forbidden  a  seat  at  the  dinner  table,  my 
means  of  entertaining  them  were  not 
80  extensive  as  I  could  have  wished, 
or  as  their  merits  deserved.  But  they 
were  not  nice.  Their  sole  object  was 
high  blood,  and  they  kindly  attributed 
Lady  Erpingham's  neglect  of  them  to 
low  breeding. 

My  next  step  was  to  prepare  my 
daught^^r  to  the  match.  I  represented 
to  her,  the  extreme  eligibility  of  the 
proposals  which  Mr.  Shadrach  Isca- 
riot  had  made.  I  led  her  to  compare 
the  settlement  that  would  be  secured 
to  her,  on  her  becoming  the  widow  of 
Mr.  Iscariot,  with  the  amount  that  had 
been  offered  from  other  quarters.  I 
rung  all  the  possible  changes  on  eqoi* 
P^g^s,  jewels,  dresses,  &c.  &c.  &c.,  and 
I  doubt  not  with  all  the  volubility  and 
urgency  of  an  experienced  match- 
maker. 

Caroline  was  a  most  dutiful  child. 
She  expressed  her  willingness  to  fol- 
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low  the  advice  of  her  dear  papa,  and 
did  not  make  the  slightest  objection^ 
either  to  the  Jews,   or  to  the  secresy, 
which  I   enjoined   her  to  preserve  to 
every  person,  except  Lady  Littleworth. 
1  particularly  cautioned  her  against 
Lady   Erpingham,   and    Miss    Toad- 
eater,  who  would  rather  see  her  a  no- 
ble b^gar,  than  the  wife  of  the  richest 
and  most  respectable  commoner  in  the 
kingdom.    Lady  Littleworth,  I  assur- 
ed her  was,  with  the  exception  of  my- 
self, her  only  sincere  friend.    I  further 
harangued  upon  the  very  great  merits 
of  the  dowager,  and  hoped  that  Caro* 
line  would  have  such  a  regard  to  her 
own  interest  aH  to  adhere   to   Lady 
Littleworth^s    suggestions    on    every 
point  that  concerned  her  future  wel- 
fare. 

Matters  went  on  swimmingly.  'My 
new  friend  deposited  the  five  hundred 
pounds  in  my  hand  for  Lady  Little- 
worth.     This  I  presented  to  her,  and 
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:I  much  question  if  an  additional  five 
huudred  would  not  have  road^  her  as 
great  an  admirer  of  the  Jaws  of  Moses 
as  she  had  formerly  been  a  reviler  of^ 
his  institutions.  Mr.  Shadrach  Isca- 
riot  was  now  a  young  man  of  the  mod 
fascinating  manners,  and  had  not  the 
wife  of  the  elder  Mr.  Iscariot  stiU  con- 
tinued in  the  land  of  the  living,  I  doubt 
if  the  dowager  would  not  have  taken 
all  allowable  means,  of  robbing  him  of 
his  liberty,  but  only  to  join  with  him 
in  plucking  the  roses,  and  avoiding  the 
thorns  of  life.,  Old  Mr.  Iscariot,  in 
my  ey^s,  was  as  disgusting  a  biped  ais 
I  ever  recollect  to  have  seen,  but  what 
the  old  gentleman  wanted  in  personal 
attractions,  Lady  Littleworth  discover- 
ed to  be  amply  compensated  by  his 
mental  accomplishments. 

.According  to  their  agreement  Mr. 
Iscariot  and  his  son  publicly  adjured 
the  synagogue.  A  bill  of  naturaliza- 
tion was  brought  into  parliament.    An 
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extensive  estate  was  on  the  eve  of  being 
purchased.'  The  settlements  were  in 
progress.  I  had  the  seventy  thousand 
pounds  already  in  my  hand — in  imagi- 
nation; and  every  thing  seemed  placed 
beyond  the  power  of  chance  to  effect 
a  disarrangement  of  plans,  which  all 
the  parties  c6n(5erned  were  apparently 
forwarding  with  the  most  cordiat  co- 
operation. 
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CHAP,  XV. 


A  SON'IN'LAPr. 


BUT  fate  had  decreed  that  Lady 
Erpingham  should  descend  to  the 
grave  unruffled^  as  far  as  regarded 
Mr.  Iscariot,  and  that  the  blood  of  the 
Vavasours  should  preserve  its  purity 
from  all  Jewish  contagion  for  the  pre- 
sent. The  ceremonials  which  were  to. 
make  my  daughter  Lady  Caroline 
Iscariot,  were  to  be  performed  in  a  few 
days,  and,  as  far  as  it  was  prudent 
Mr.  Shadrach  was  received  with  all 
the  respect  due  to  a  future  relative, 
when  one  morning  the  house  was  in  a 
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state  of  confusion  from  the  unacconnt' 
able  absence  of  the  bride  elect.  Lady 
Littleworth  was  distracted,  she  made 
the  most  minute  enquiries  among  the 
domestics,  and  sought  for  her  protegee 
ID  every  direction.  But  to  no  purpose. 
I^ady  Caroline  was  no  where  to  be 
found,  nor  were  any  traces  of  her 
discoverable. 

The  dowager  betrayed  the  most  se- 
dous   alarm.     She   was   roused  from 
her  golden   dreams.      The  thousand 
pounds  in  petto  vanished  from  her  ima* 
^nary  grasp.     She  flew  to  Lady  £r* 
piogbam.      But  Lady  Erpingham  was 
a  true  disciple  of  Zeno.     Her  Lady- 
ship did  not  stand  in  need  of  comfort 
herfelf,  and  felt  not  the  slightest  incli* 
nation  to  impart  it.     Miss  Toadeater, 
indeed,  took  some  interest  in  Caroline's 
fate,  for  she  asked  some  questions  of 
the  domestics. 

The  dinner  hour  arrived,  and  Caro- 
line still  failed  to  make  her  appear- 
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aiice«  Nothing  had  transpired  in  the 
mean  time  to  account  for  her  extraoi^ 
dinary  conduct.  Her  female  attend- 
ant remained  on  the  spot,  but  to  pre- 
Tent  any  counterplot,  Lady  Little- 
worth,  since  her  becoming  the  friend 
of  Mr.  fscariot,  had  superiseded  thd 
abigial  in  almost. all  her  offices  of  per- 
sonal attendance.  No  information, 
therefore,  could  be  derived  from  that 
source. 

Mr.  Iscariot  and  his  son,  came  to  me 
as  usual  in  the  evening,  and  expressed 
the  deepest  «orroW  on  the  melancholy 
occasion.  1  own  that  my  own  feelings 
were  hot  much  more  acute  than  those 
of  Lady  Erpingham,  as  far  as  Caroline 
was  concerned,  but  the  loss  of  the 
iftoney  made  me  as  uneasy  in  reality, 
as  the  Jews  were  in  appearance. 

Mr.  Shadrach  suggested  the  idea  <A 
elopement,  while  his  father  seemed  ili- 
clihed  to  accuse  Lady  LittleWortb  of 
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having  betrayed  the  cause  she  bad  an- 
dertaken  to  support* 

I  defended  the  do'vvager  upon  the 
plea  of  self-interest,  which  I  was  sa« 
tisfied  was,  with  her,  a  most  irresistible 
stimulus,  and  as  to  elopement  I  could 
not  bring  myself  to  believe  it  possible. 
Neither  Lady  Littleworth  nor  myself 
could  fix  upon  any  person  with  whom 
there  was  the  most  distant  probability 
of  her  taking  such  a  step.  She  had 
been  at  a  ball  on  the  preceding  even* 
ing,  but  before  her  going  there  she  had 
privately  met  Mr.  Shadrach  in  my 
study,  and  had  permitted  him  to 
breathe  his  vows  of  eternal  constancy 
and  love. 

But  the  suspicions  of  Mr.  Shadrach 
were  correct.  Lady  Caroline  Monk« 
ton  had  been  met  in  her  journey  to 
Scotland  in  the  company  of  Captain 
Flanagan,  a  half-pay  officer,  whom  for 
the  first  time  she  had  met  at  the  ball 
in  question. 
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I  regtetted  extremely  the  fiailore  of 
my  plans,  but  the  greatest  sufferer  was 
JLady  Littleworth,  from  wbom  the 
Jews  demanded  back  the  five  hundred 
pounds,  oh  pain  of  a  public  exposure 
of  the  transaction.  Her  Ladyship  for 
$ome  time  wavered  between  '^  mam- 
mon/' and  her  dignity,  but  at  last  she 
contrived  to  make  a  compromise  with 
the  Iscariots,  but  of  what  nature  I 
know  not,  as  being  no  longer  a  neces* 
sary  personage  in  Lady  Erpingham's 
establishment,  she  was  speedily  dis- 
patched  to  her  state  and  starvation. 
Perhaps  the  dowager  undertook  to 
make  good  Mr.  Shadrach's  admission 
to  some  other  noble  family.  At  all 
events,  I  understood  that  they  continu- 
ed on  terms  of  intimacy. 

The  disappointment  to  Mr.  Iscariot 
the  elder,  was,  however,  by  no  means 
inconsiderable.  He  had  apostatized 
that  his  son  might  mingle  with  the 
Vavasours  and  Erpinghams^  but  when 
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thebehaTiour  of  Caroline  bad  opposed 
an  insurmouDtable  barrier  to  tbe  union, 
he  was  left  to  the  stings  and  goadings 
of  conscience.  His  first  care  ^as  to 
endeavour  to  reconcile  himself  to  tbe 
synagogue  he  had  so  lately  foresworn. 
But  he  was  denied  admittance.  His 
next  idea»  1  believe,  was  to  hang  him- 
self, and  perhaps  had  not  such  a  pro- 
ceeding been  necessarily  attended  with 
a  parting  from  his  enormous  wealth, 
he  might  have  put  this  plan  of  com- 
forting himself  into  execution. 

I  endeavoured  to  make  the  best  of 
the  business.  The  Jew's  money  would 
indeed  have  been  extremely  service- 
able, but  as  there  was  now  no  possi- 
bility of  my  obtaining  any  part  of  it, 
my  only  remedy  was  to  seek  for  some 
other  means  of  discharging  my  embar- 
rassments. With  the  fox,  1  reasoned 
that  the  "  grapes  were  sour,'*  and 
called  my  pride  to  ray  assistance  in 
extinguishing     my       chagrin.        My 
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daughter  had  thought  proper  to  pro- 
vide for  herself,  and  had  thereby  re- 
lieved me  from  all  further  cares  on  her 
account.  Upon  the  whole,  when  I 
came  to  balance  the  advantages  of  a 
Jewish  connection,  with  it  attendant 
disadvantages,  I  was  almost  as  well 
satisfied  that  it  had  not  taken  place. 

In  about  a  week  from  the  elopement, 
I  received    a   penitential    letter   from 
Captain  and  Lady  Caroline  Flanagan, 
asking  pardon  for  their   precipitation 
and  want  of  filial  respect,  but  pleadings 
the  violence  of  their  mutual  love,    (o 
six  hours  standing),  and  begging  per^ — 
mission  to  throw  themselves  at  my  feet. 

I  readily  received  them  into  favour,^ 
having  no  motive  whatever  to  indulged 
in  useless  displeasure.  My  daughter*" 
in  the  course  of  the  first  interview  went:^ 
still  further  in  excusing  herself,  for  she^ 
alleged  her  elopement  to  the  dread  of^ 
endangering  her  precious  soul  by  unit- 
ing herself  with  a  jew. 
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The  ''happy  pair,"  established  them- 
selves in  private  lodgings,  where  they 
passed  the  honey  moon,  and  if  they 
passed  it-  to  their  mutual  satisfaction, 
Caroline  was  more  highly  favoured 
than  her  parents.  To  all  outward  ap- 
pearance they  were  extremely  loving, 
and  I  sincerely  wished  them  the  en- 
joyment of  that  happiness  which,  by 
the  bye,  ]  felt  thoroughly  aware  was 
beyond  their  reach. 

I  was  so  much  the  friend  of  the  new 
married  couple  as  to  intercede  with 
Miss  Toadeater  in  their  behalf,  begging 
that  she  would  represent  the  affair 
to  Lady  Erpingham  in  as  favourable 
terms  as  possible.  The  companiott 
promised  every  thing,  but  nothing  fol- 
lowed her  performances*  Lady  Erp- 
ingham was  inexorable. — Her  daugh- 
ter had  degraded  herself  and  her 
family,  and  she  gave  positive  directions 
that  the  name  of  Flanagan  should 
never  be  mentioned  within  her  hear- 
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ingy  upon  the  pain  of  her  most  severe 
displeasure. 

Her  Ladyship  held  out  for  some 
weeks,  but  a  reconciliation  was  at  last 
effected  by  the  interposition  of  a  per* 
feet  stranger,  who,  without  knowing 
her  Ladyship,  chanced  to  mention ^in 
her  hearing  that  the  Captain,,  her  son- 
in-law,  was  the  second  cousin  thrice 
removed  of  the  present  Lord  Carrigro- 
hane,  whom  she  was  well  assured  was 
lineally  descended  from  the  ancient 
chiefs  of  the  Firbolg  and  hereditary 
kings  of  Munster. 

This  information  paved  the  way  for 
her  receiving  the  Captain's  homage. 
On  the  next  overture  for  reconciliation 
he  was  admitted  to  plead  his  own 
cause,  and  allowed  to  salute  her  hand. 
The  Countess  received  the  "  royaV^ 
Flanagan  with  every  outward  testi- 
mony of  regard,  but  her  culprit  daugh* 
ter  did  not  enter  into  her  good  graces 
for  a  great  length  of  time.    The  Coun- 
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tesscoold  forgive  the  Captain  for  as- 
piring to  the  Vavasours,  but  she  could 
Dot  extend  the  forgiveness  to  her 
daughter  for  having  connected  herself 
with  t^nobility,  even  though  royally 
descended. 

As  soon  as  the  reconciliation  could 
be  deemed  complete  the  Captain  made 
the  usual  application  to  me  for  his 
wife's  fortune.  I  told  him  that  he  had 
already  received  it,  in  the  cloaths 
which  Lady  Caroline  had  carried  with 
lier  to  Scotland.  In  addition  to  this 
her  wardrobe  had  been  carefully  for- 
warded to  his  lodgings.  The  Captain 
insisted  that  his  wife  was  possessed  of 
twenty  thousand  pounds,  for  she  had 
told  him  so.  This  I  strenuously  de- 
nied, but  acknowledged  that  it  was  in 
nay  power,  if  1  chose  it,  but  not  other- 
wise, to  settle  that  amount  upon  her. 
The  royal  Flanagan  maintained  that  it 
was  the  same,  any  how,  seeing  that 
twenty    thousand    was    still    twenty 
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thoiisand,  and  whether  it  was  his  wife'« 
ewn,  or  whether  it  came  from  myself, 
it  made  no  diflferetice,  at  all,  at  all,— 
so  that  he  received  it  either  in  money 
or  bank  notes,  he  was  not  particolat 
which. 

I  begged  to  undeceive  him  as  to  bis 
at  all,  at  all,  coming  into  contact  either 
with  a  guinea  of  her  fortune,  or  even 
the  ghost  of  a  guinea,  as  I  had  hei^rd 
a  one  pound  note  vulgarly  denominat- 
ed.    I  assured  him  that  I  was  by  no 
means  averse  to  my  daughter's  recieif- 
iog  all  the  benefit  of  the  settlement  I 
was  empowered  to  make ;  so  far  frott 
it  indeed,  that  I  should  take  especial 
care  that  it  should  not  be  diverted  in 
any  possible  manner  from  her  sole  and 
exclusive  use,  and  that  too  in  such  a 
way  that  she    should    not    have    the 
power  of  rendering  herself  a  beggar  if 
she  was  so  inclined. 

The    Captain's    eye-lids    ejctended 
gradually  during  my  last  speech,  and 
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towards  the  latter  part  they  had  ar- 
rived at  their  utmost  powers  of  expan- 
sion. I  conveyed  my  meaning  in  a 
mild  yet  firm  and  determined  mannef. 
The  look  of  the  Captain  I  carl  compare 
to  nothing  but  what  I  imagine  would 
be  indicated  upon  the  countettance  of 
8  man^  who,  for  reas(ms  t>est  known  to 
himself,  doabted  the  evidence  of  his 
own  senses. 

.  With  the  utmost  simplicity  of  matt^ 
ner,  the  Captain  quietly  requested  me 
to  inform  him  how  he  and  Lady  Caro- 
line Flanagan  w^^  to  lite^  I  told  him 
that  on  a  point  of  such  extreme  deli*> 
cacy  I  could  not  think  of  interfering. 
He  and  his  wife,  I  further  observed, 
had  no  doubt  consulted  their  own  in- 
elmatfon  in  uniting  themselves,  and 
they  would  doubtless  consult  their 
own  convenience  as  to  the  mode  in 
irhicb  they  would  choose  to  continue 
together. 
The  Captain  gave  a  deep  sigh,  say- 
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ing  by  "  Jasus"  he  was  "  bit,**  but  it 
was  DO  fault  of  mine.     I  had  been  a 
^^  frind"  to  him,  and  bad  been  so  kind 
as  not  to   ^^  desave'^   him,  which  was 
more  than  he  could  say  of  all  the  rest 
of  the  world.     His  regiment  was  just 
disbanded  and  he  himself  had  nothing 
but  his  half-pay  to  live  upon  as  a  gentle- 
man, and  seeing  how  much  he  was  ia 
debt,  how  could  he  kape  a  wife  that 
had  nothing  belonging  to  her  but  a 
great  big  appetite. 

.  I  observed  that  upon  his  form^ 
means,  he  had  previously  contrived  to 
live,  and  as  he  always,  I  presumed, 
carried  the  appearance  of  a  gentleman, 
they  must  be  sufficient  to  enable  him 
to  do  so. 

"  And  by  Jasus,"  cried  the  Captain 
as  he  turned  every  one  of  his  pocketi» 
inside  out,  ''  I  hav'nt  a  thirteen,  and 
not  enough  to  get  that  sweet  sprig  of 
nobility  her  meal  of  potatoes." 

I  expressed  my  sincere  regret  at  his 
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unfortunate  situation,  more  particular- 
ly as  it  was  out  of  my  power  to  render 
any  effectual  assistance.  But  although 
my  means  were  at  present  confined^ 
Lady  Erpingham  might  probably  open 
her  heart  and  her  purse,  especially  as 
she  had  entirely  overcome  her  repug- 
nance to  the  marriage. 

— — "  And  get  milk  from  a  dry  cow. 
Her  ladyship,  beting  her  pardon,  is 
Kttle  better  than  an  old  faggot,— only 
fit  to  burn,  and  yet  wont  burn  nei- 
ther/'  

I  could  do  nothing  but  shrug  up  my 
shoulders-—— 

"  But,"  continued  the  Captain,  with 
a  smile  of  self  satisfaction,  '^  you  have 
got  a  nate  little  sate  in  parliament  just 
vacant  like,  and  if  you'd  just  pop  me 
into  it,  I'd  be  after  paying  my  debts 
with  my  privilege." 

I  was  not  aware  that  there  had  been 
any  vacancy  in  my  boroughs  till  the 
Captain  informed    me,  but  as  I  bad 
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not  then  lost  sight  of  common  decency, 
I  declined  pnttiug  in  even  my  new  re- 
lative, conscious  that  he  bad  no  one 
qualification  for  a  legislator. 

The  Captain  put  his  unhappy' coui 
dition  in  a  great  variety  of  shapei^,  Btft 
I  was  alike  inexorable  to  BtlK  From 
arguments  he  got  to  persuasions,  front 
thence  to  prayer,  aivd  lastly  to  threats. 
As  I  could  not  pfiirtsanally  contend  wi^ 
him  1  called  for  feissistsitiise.  Attacked 
front  and  rear  be  hesit  ^  tetr^feit,  to  ■my' 
great  satisfaction,  and  I  wish  I  cocild 
add  that  his  retremt  from  me  had  been 
equally  to  my  daughters  satisfectioti, 
but  I  fear  be  exhausted  that  rage  upon 
his  unoffending  rib  which  he  meditate 
ed  towards  her  ftirther. 

The  failure  of  the  Captain's  matri- 
monial schemes  soon  got  wind.  H6 
had  for  some  time  amused  his  credi* 
tors  with  his  prospects  in  fortune  hunt- 
ing, which  he  had  from  time  to  timers- 
presented  as  certainilMi ;  but  now  jrti^ 
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il  noose  was  tied  and  all  hopes  had 
lisbed,  their  patience  was  exhaust- 
They  adopted  a  system  of  coer- 
Q,  and  civilly  provided  the  descend- 
:of  royalty  with  apartments  in  the 
Dg's  Bench,  to  which  place  he  found 
convenient  to  remove  upon  a  mo- 
unt's notice. 
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CHAP.  XVI. 


RETRENCHMENT. 

THE  Captain,  to  use  a  common 
phraseology,  being  gone  upon  bis 
travels,  Lady  Caroline  Flanagan  was 
returned  upon  my  hands;  not  much 
indeed  the  worse  for  wear,  but  as  she 
was  now  totally  unmarketable,  it  was 
incumbent  upon  me  to  take  the  proper 
steps  for  her  future  maintenance. 
Lady  Erpingham  did  not  make  the 
slightest  objection  to  her  daughter  be- 
ing again  an  inmate  in  the  same  house 
with  herself,  notwithstanding  her  being 
a  Flanagan,  but  it  was  coupled  with 
a  condition  that  Caroline  should  be 
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considered  as  tny  guest  and  not  hers ; 
meaning  thereby  that  she  should  con- 
form to  -the  rules  and  regulations  to 
which  I  had  submitted,  and  which  had 
been  strictly  enforced  ever  since  my 
late  return  to  Erpingham  House. 

But  Lady  Caroline  was  too  heartily 
sick  of  her  mother  to  remain  under  the 
same  roof  with  her  at  any  rate.     As  I 
could  provide  for  her  in  a  moderate 
way,  without  much  personal  inconveni- 
ence^ I  did  not  hesitate  in  putting  her 
in  possession  of  the  means  which  would 
enable  her  to  chuse  a  place    of  resi- 
dence congenial    to    her    disposition. 
I  settled  the  twenty  thousand  pounds 
upon  her  in  such  a  way  that  she  could 
only  receive   the  interest   by  monthly 
payments,  and  those  only  on  her  own 
receipt.     I    left    the  business    in    the 
hands  of  the    lawyers    with    especial 
directions  that  no  one  should  in   any 
\vay  interfere  with  her  fortune,  while 
the  creditors  of  the  Captain  were  kind 

VOL.    111.  M 


242  RETRENCHMENT. 

enough  to  take  care  that  he  slioiiUl  not 
interfere  with  her  person.  As  soon  as 
the  arrangements  were  completed,  by 
which  the  widow  bewitched  was  as- 
sured of  her  income  of  one  thousand 
a  year,  she  took  up  her  residence  with 
Lady  Littleworth,  for  whom  she  had 
always  expressed  a  very  great  regard. 

The  choice  of  Caroline  was  eligible 
on  every  account.  She  lived  under 
the  sanction  of  a  person  of  undoubted 
respectability.  Lady  Littleworth  al- 
ready maintained  an  external  state, 
and  the  addition  of  Caroline's  means 
would  enable  both  to  enjoy  internal 
comforts. 

My  daughter  has  latterly  absorbed 
all  my  attention,  to  the  entire  exclu- 
sion of  my  son.  But  Lady  Caroline 
was  happily  off  my  hands,  and  I  could 
have  wished  that  it  had  been  in  my 
power  to  say  the  same  thing  of  Char  ies. 
But  although  he  has  made  no  figure 
at  all  upon  my  page  of  history,  during 
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bis  sister's  debute  he  was  far  from  be- 
ing an  inactive  performer  at  the  £r- 
pingham  theatre.  His  expences,  in- 
stead of  increasing  with  his  years,  ac- 
tually increased  with  his  days.  His 
expenditure  in  horses  and  stable  para- 
phernalia were  fully  equal  to  my  own, 
in  my  early  days  of  folly.  Without 
the  formality  of  opening  an  account, 
he  made  me  his  banker.  He  set  him- 
self up  as  a  judge  of  horse-flesh  ;  but, 
somehow  or  other,  the  horses  which 
he  purchased  as  tremendous  bargains, 
were  either  sold  again  at  a  heavy  loss, 
or  else  were  speedily  condemned  for 
dos:*s  meat. 

So  long  as  I  had  the  means  of  meet- 
ing the  calls  of  my  son,  I  refrained 
from  worrying  him  with  lessons  upon 
economy;  but,  at  last,  his  demands 
for  pocket-money  became  so  exorbitant, 
as  to  outstrip  my  own  former  extrava- 
gance, under  more  favourable  circum* 
stances.  To  mend  the  matter,  although 
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Charles  could  scarcely  be  deemed  to 
have  attained  to  manhood,  I  learnt 
that  two  ladies  had  been,  for  some 
time,  in  the  habits  of  levying  pretty 
considerable  contributions  upon  him. 
Altogether,  it  was  no  wonder  that  his 
purse  stood  very  frequently  in  need  of 
replenishment.  My  refusal  to  comply 
with  these  unceasing  demands,  which 
was  really  occasioned  by  my  inability 
to  meet  them,  drove  the  young  beir  to 
supply  his  wants  in  the  way  immemo- 
rially  adopted  in  such  cases,  of  bor- 
rowing a  hundred  to  he  repaid  by  a 
thousand.  At  first,  1  gave  Charles 
credit  for  having  resorted  to  retrench- 
ment and  economy ;  but  I  soon  dis- 
covered that  he  was  raising  loan  upon 
loan,  without  providing  any  thifig  re- 
sembling a  sinking  fund  to  discharge 
them.  However,  I  had  no  means  of 
preventing  hisengaging  in  thoseruinous 
proceedings,  so  long  as  he  could  meet 
With  encouragement  to  pursue  ttiem. 
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All  the  causes  which  had  operated 
ia  converting  Erpingbam  House  into 
an  imaginary  palace  of  pleasure  bad 
oow  completely  ceased,  and  that  with- 
out leaving  a  wreck  of  satisfaction  be- 
hind, which  could  in  any  degree  com- 
pensate for  the  enormous  sacrific^es 
which  had  been  made.  There  wai^  now 
no  occasion  for  an  extra  porter  to  give 
admission  to  the  indefatigable  labourers 
in  the  field  of  luxury  and  extrava- 
gance. The  manna  had  ceased  to  fall, 
and  all  the  glittering  attractions  had 
vanished.  There  was  nothing  more  to 
be  obtained,  and  the  knocker  of  the 
door  began  to  rust  for  want  of  use. 

When  the  house  was  reduced  to  its 
former  scale,  I  began  to  feel  a  little 
more  at  ease.  I  made  every  allowance 
for  my  son's  extravagance,  and  cur- 
tailed my  own  expences,  that,  by  in- 
creasing his  allowance,  I  might  detach 
him  from  such  ruinous  expedients. 
Perhaps  in  this  I  was  actuated  more 
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by  pride  than  affection,  and  only  parted 
with  that  which  I  could  no  longer 
enjoy. 

At  the  (*lose  of  the  season,  the  trades- 
men's bills  came  pouring  in  upon  me 
from  all  quarters.     The  pile  they  ex- 
hibited  upon  my  table  terrified  me; 
and  *my  alarms  were  far  from  being 
lessened,  when,  by  the  exertion  of  my 
arithmetical  powers,  I  managed  to  ar- 
rive at  the  sum  total.     I  had  foolishly 
taken  it  into  my  head,  that  I  had  suffi- 
ciently answered  all  demands,  by  the 
advances  which  I  made  from  time  to 
time  to  the  house-steward.     But  these 
advances  were  only  for  extraordinaries, 
and  formed  no  part  of  the  regular  esti- 
mates.    A  most  formidable  feature  in 
the  account  of  extraordinaries  was,  the 
cash  paid  to  Lady  Little  worth's  checks 
—ostensibly,  I  imagine,  to  defray  the 
charges  of  herself  and  Caroline  for  ice- 
creams and  gewgaws;  but  I  take  it, 
in  reality,  to  line  the  pockets  of  her 
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ladyship.     Another  such  a  bout,  and 
I  have  DO    doubt  that  the  Dowager 
might  have  kept  a  cook  for  the  rest 
of  her  life,  and  supported  the  expence 
of  a  daily  fire  in  the  kitchen,  together 
with  a  reasonable  portion  of  eatables. 
The  amount  of  the  ordinaries  were 
so  numerous,  that  if  I  was  still  called 
upon  to  support  the  establishment  of 
Lady  Erpingham,  as  stipulated  in  our 
marriage  articles,  I  could  not  expect 
to  discharge  them,  by  the  most  rigid 
ecoaomy,  in  the  natural  course  of  my 
life;  and  I  had  not  yet  arrived  at  that 
pitch  of  self-command,  as  to  feel  satis- 
fied at  being  loaded  with  debts  which 
1  had  no  prospect  of  paying.  My  son's 
extravagance   stared    me   full    in    the 
face,    and  1  saw  no  means   of  extri- 
cating myself  from  permanent  embar- 
rassinent,  but  by  the  assistance  of  my 
wife.    Charles  still  wanted  three  years 
of  being  of  age,  and   I  could  tell  by 
experience,    what    little    dependance 
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could  be  placed  on  a  son,  on  such 
an  event  taking  place.  Charles  might 
have  the  same  prejudices  which  I  my- 
self entertained  on  a  like  occasion. 
Our  situation  was,  indeed,  very  dif- 
ferent. I  was  independent  in  every 
respect ;  but  in  tvi^o  or  three  years,  I 
felt  aware,  that  his  necessities  would 
call  as  loudly  for  some  arrangement 
to  satisfy  our  mutual  wants,  as  mine. 
Still  the  event  was  distant,  and  far 
from  certain.  Creditors  would,  in  the 
mean  time,  be  importunate;  and  X 
could  not  expect  to  be  a  mom&kt 
free  from  solicitations,  with  which  it 
would  be  out  of  my  power  to  comply. 
To  Lady  Erpinghara  therefore  1  di- 
rected my  attention. 

A  school-boy  never  felt  a  greater 
dread  of  a  flogging  than  I  did  at  this 
portentous  interview.  I  had  made  up 
my  mind  to  be  referred  to  Mr.  Frill, 
at  the  first  word.  But  such  was  the 
sovereign  contempt  with  whfcb  I  viewed 
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ber  ladyship's  solicitor,  that  I  resolved 
OD  DO  account  to  submit. 

My  application  for  an  audience  was 
answered,  as  usual,  by  Miss  Toad- 
eater.  Her  ladyship  would  receive  me 
at  five  o'clock. 

At  five  I  presented  myself  at  the 
door  of  her  ladyship's  anti-room,  and 
was  there  met  by  the  amiable  compa- 
nions,   who,    after   she  had   regularly 

» 

announced  my  approach,  with  much 
ceremony  led  me  to  the  chamber  of 
audience. 

After  the  r^ular  interchange  of 
formal  civilities,  I  was  requested  to  be 
seated.  As  soon  as  I  was  settled  in 
my  chair,  her  ladyship,  who  at  my 
entrance  had  arisen  from  her  sofa  of 
state,  again  resumed  her  place,  looking 
towards  me  for  an  explanation  of  the 
causes  which  had  led  me  to  her  apart- 
ment. 

In  a  speedh  which  lasted  about  half 
an  hour^  I  entered  into  a  detailed  ac 


250  RETRENCHMENT. 

count  of  my  financial  resources,  w 
I  clearly  proved  to  her  were  in  a  i 
by  no  means  satisfactory.  1  appc 
to  her  good  sense  as  to  the  prop 
of  her  reducing  her  establishment 
level  with  my  present  income.  Care 
I  urged,  was  her  child  as  well  as  n 
and  it  was  the  endeavouring  to  sc 
an  eligible  match  for  our  daughter, 
had  plunged  me  into  a  state  of  en 
rassment,  which  I  should  otbei 
have  avoided,  I  plainly  proved  to 
that  without  some  such  arranger 
the  income  which  remained  to  m 
would  be  entirely  absorbed  by  the 
ment  of  debts  contracted  by  our  n 
extravagance ;  and  that  I  should 
have  it  in  my  power  to  advance 
single  shilling  towards  the  suppc 
our  son. 

Her  ladyship  listened  with  her  i 
gracious  attention.     I  had  closec 
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to  a  final  pause,  I  naturally  cast  my 
eyes  towards  her  ladyship  in  expecta- 
tion of  some  reply. 

"  I  will  see  Mr.  Frill  in  the  morning, 
my  lord  ;  and " 

"  Zounds,  madam  !  Mr.  Frill  is " 

Her  ladyship  gradually  drew  up  her 
chest,  and  during  the  operation  of  lay- 
ing her  arms  in  the  most  dignified  man- 
ner across  her  chest,  she  interrupted 
me  by  saying,  that  she  was  usually 
styled  Countess  of  Erpingham. 

"  Well  then !  Countess  of  Erping-: 
ham " 

"  My  Lord  Erpingham,  you  insult 
me 

"  My  Lady  Erpingham,  I  have  been 
laying  before  you  a  plain  matter  of  fact; 
can  you,  or  can  you  not,  give  me  a  plain 
answer  ?" 

"  Business,  my  Lord  Erpingham," 
said  her  Ladyship,  rising  majestically 
from  her  seat, — *'  business  I  make  a 
point  of  leaving  in  the  bauds  of  those 
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who  are  properly  qualified  to  conduct 
it     Mr.  Frill  is " 

'*  ——  A  puppy  of  a  coxcomb,  Mrith 
whom  I  should  degrade  myself  by  hold- 
ing any  further  intercourse." 

"  You  will,  nevertheless,  my  Lord, 
make  Mr.  Frill  the  medium  of  any 
communications  which  you  may  deem 
necessary  or  adviseable  to  make  to  me, 
either  on  this  or  on  any  other  affair  of 
business.  It  is  the  only  way  in  which 
I  can  receive  them.  Your  lordship 
will  think  it  needless  to  extend  the  con- 
versation  " 

"  But  your  ladyship  will  allow  me 
to-^" 

Her  ladyship  had  applied  her  hand 
to  the  bell-rope,  the  instant  she  rose 
from  her  seat.  As  she  uttered  her  pro- 
hibition to  further  talk,  she  rung  it.  A 
footman  made  his  appeai*ance,  and  be- 
fore I  could  complete  my  sentence,  he 
was  desired  to  conduct  Lord  Erping- 
ham  to  the  door. 
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If  I  felt  iocliDed  to  make  a  simile,  I 
should  compare  my  retreat  to  that  of  a 
dog  who  had  bnrnt  his  tail.  Had  any 
one  told  me,  some  time  before  this 
event,  that  I  should  have  tamely  sub- 
mitted to  such  treatment,  I  should 
have  strenuously  denied  the  possibility. 
But  when  a  man  becomes  familiar  with 
uneasiness,  his  pride  and  self-conse- 
quence are  apt  to  fail  him.  His  mind 
gels  too  much  occupied  with  what 
relates  to  himself,  and  with  the  means 
of  overcoming  difficulties,  to  allow  him 
to  pay  that  degree  of  attention  to  the 
n^lect  and  behaviour  of  others,  which, 
under  more  favourable  auspices,  would 
have  made  a  deep  and  lasting  impres- 
sion. 

At  one  time  I  entertained  serious 
thou}>hts  of  going  abroad,  and  of  leav- 
ing my  creditors  to  make  what  applica- 
tions they  chose  to  Lady  Erpingham. 
But  the  situation  of  my  son  prevented 
my  putting  that  plan  into  execution. 
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1  had  too  sorely  experienced  the  wai 
of  a  father's  care,  to  leave  CharU 
T?bolly  without  an  adviser.  lud 
pendent  of  this,  I  had  not  totally  la 
sight  of  common  honesty.  I  had  co 
traeted  debts  ;  and  it  vi^as  my  bound « 
duty  to  see  that  they  were  careful 
discharged. 


END   OF   TOL.    Ill, 


Plumnet  and  Brewif ,  Priuten,  Lotc  Lane,  Eastclicap. 


SOME   ACCOUNT 


OF 


MYSELF. 


SOME 


COUNT  OF  MYSELF. 


BY 


CHARLES  EARL  OF  ERPINGHAM, 
&C.  &c.  &c. 


IN 


:fmv  Wtflum^^* 


is  my  intentioD  to  represent  Characters  such  as 
e  in  life ;  but  Heaven  forbid  that  I  should  pourtray 
rson  in  particular." —  Lb  Sagb. 


VOL.  IV. 


LONDON: 
TED  FOR  W.  SIMPKIN  &  R.  MARSHALL, 

Stationers'  Court,  Lndgate  Street. 

1817. 


^ 


Plammcr  and  Brcwiiy  Printeniy  Lo?e  Ln€,  JBattclicaf. 


SOME  ACCOUNT 


OF 


MYSELF^ 


CHAP.  I. 


WAYS  AND  MEANS, 


1 0  communicate  personally  with  Mr. 
Prill  was  out  of  the  question ;  but  as 
'  conceived  that  Lady  Erpingham's 
pride  would  lead  her  to  support  the 
consequence  of  her  husband,  I  did  not 
altogether  despair  of  inducing  her  to 
bend  to  circumstances,  and  to  afford 
lier  aid  in  sustaining  the  true  dignity  of 
our  families. 


VOL.  IV-  B 


2  WAYS   AND   MEANS. 

But  as  Mr.  ]*>fll  was  the  sole  or 
of  her  Ladyship's  wiir  arid  pleas 
there  was  no  alternative  left  to  me, 
must  either  have  given  up  all  ide 
obtaining  relief,  or  submit  to  the  te 
prescribed.  Mr.  Fjrall^  however,  b< 
only  the  representative  of  ray  wife 
did  not  conceive  there  would  be 
impropriety  in  caTlihg  in  the  aid  < 
deputy,  in  my  behalf.  Every  insta 
where  I  had  called-in  the  assistanc 
lawyers,  had  served  to  increase 
disgust  towards  them.;.  aud,,at  the  t 
of  which  I  am  now  writing,  my  disl 
hadiamounted  to. absolute  aversion. 

There  was  no  one  whom  I  could  i 
ture  to  trouble,  oni  such  an  occas 
hut.  Mr.  Gordon,  whose:  manageu] 
o^mysoii  had.  ranked  him  high  in 
esteem^  Charles,  asit  was^.had  vici 
propensities  enough  in.  all  conscien 
but  It  am:  satisfied  he  would  have  b 
much  worse,  had  not  Mr.  Gordon 
tained  some  influence  over  his  condi 
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This  was  indeed' the  first  time  in  my 
life  that  I-  had  asked  advice  from  9,ny 
^De ;  Dor  should'  I,  io  all  probability, 
^ave  done  it  on  the  present  occasion, 
^ad  not  necessity  driven  me  to  it.  Mr. 
^ondonj  vras    already    generally    ac- 
quainted with  my  concerns;  it  required, 
^"lierefbre,  but  little  trouble  to  explain 
^e  biiiriness  fully  to  him.     He  kindly* 
Accepted  the  appointment,  and  I  fur- 
Uislved  him  virith  tfie  proper  credentials 
tb  discuss  the  affair  vrith   Mr.  Frill; 
and  also  to  agree,    on  my  part,    to' 
^uch  conditions  iKs  might  be  thought 
a.dvisable  for  the  general  interest  of  the* 
parties  concertied. 

The  result  of   the  conference  was 
^uch  as  I  ought  to  have  anticijpated. 
2\fr.  Frill  considered  that  the  marriage 
^riicle0  o'ugfatto  be  the  guide  of  her' 
ladyship's  ootoduct  Mr.  Gdrdbh  iii-gedl 
the  peculiarity  of  my  situation;  and  th6' 
causes  ^hich  had '  been  instrtimeritar 
inreducihgp  rile  to  my-preseirt  stWe  of 
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embarrassmeDt.  Mr.  Frill  referred  to 
tbe  deed  of  settlement,  and  seemed  to 
argue  with  Shy  lock  upon  his  bond, 
that  unless  Mr.  Gordon  could  rail  tbe 
seal  from  off  the  deed,  be  did  but  offend 
bis  lungs  to  talk  so  loud.  The  meeting 
closed  with  Mr.  Frill  declaring,  that  it 
was  utterly  impossible  that  Lady  £r- 
pingbam  should  forego  ber  claims  in 
the  slightest  degree. 

I  have  already  told  the  reader,  that 
with  my  usual  folly  of  precipitancy,  I 
bad  consented,  that  the  whole  of  the 
]£rpingfaam  estates  should  be  assigned 
to  trustees,  during  the  term  of  my  na* 
tural  life,  in  case  Lady  Erpingbam 
should  so  long  live,  in  order  that  ber 
state  and  dignity  should  be  properly 
maintained  ;  and  that  an  income  should 
be  assured  to  her,  adequate  to  the  ex- 
peuces  of  ber  establishment.  But  the 
consequences  of  my  hastiness  I  was  yet 
to  feeL  What  passed  between  Mr.  Gor- 
don and  Mr.  Frill  was,  I  imagine,  coair 
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mnnicated  by  the  latter,  to  Lady  Ei*- 
pinghams  trustees;  for  it  was  inti- 
mated  to  me,  a  few  days  after  the 
meeting,  that  the  friends  of  my  wife 
conceived  it  to  be  their  duty  to  exert 
tlieir  powers. 

Hitherto,  although  my  steward  at 
Erpirigham  had  regularly  handed  over 
the  rents  as  they  accrued  to  her  lady- 
i^ip'&  directions,  the  receipts  were 
^iven  to  th^  tenants  in  my  name*  But 
the  trustees  now  gave  me  notice,  that 
they  intended  to  take  possession  of 
the  property,  to  prevent  her  ladyship 
£f0m  sustaining  any  inconvenience. 

When  Mr.  Frill's  note  to  that  efleet 
>¥a8  delivered  to  me,  I  raged,  raved, 
.tore,  and  I  have  no  doubt,  acted  the 
madman  to  the  life.  I  cursed  myself. 
J  cursed  my  wife ;  and  even  went  so 
far  as  to  curse  the  obstinacy  of  the 
coachman  who  had  been  the  original 
cause  of  my  unhappy  marriage. 

If  I. had  been  wise,  I  should  have 

B  3 
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Jblessed  the  lawyer  who  had  omitted  to 
tie  ap  4he  Bingwood  estates  in  the 
same  halter.  How  vt  was  possible  for 
the  immense  income  of  the  Erpingham 
iBStates  to  be  consumed  in  ^mpty  state; 
I  know  not ;  all  I  am  certain  of  is^ 
that  from4he  day  of  my  unfortunate 
marriage,  I  never  i;ecdved  one  sbiHing 
from  them. 

The .  only  glimmering  of  hc^  whieh 
.was  left  me,  was  from  the  assistance 
jofiiQfiy  SOD,  at  his  cQming'Of  age.  The 
£rpiDgbaizi  ^estates  I  could  not  toacb 
4ui*ing  his  mother's  life ;  b^t  4^e  Bisg* 
wood  property  would  be  ftt  om  ^n^ve 
jdisposal,  and  won  Id  serve  to  e(vtrieate 
^e  from  the  difficulties  in  which  I  was 
at  present  involved,  and  Chai*les  from 
those  which  I  was  <!onfident  his  natural 
4«rn  for  extravagance  would  bring  upon 
him.  His  paternal  property  would  de- 
'Sceqd  to  him  free  and  unincumbered ; 
and  was  eertainly  of  sufficient  extent 
to  maintain  t^e  dignity  of  his  fenFiily, 
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»nd  to  satisfy  the  desires  of  any  one 
"^^vhose  ideas  were  not  of  the  moi*t*ex* 
orbitant  description. 

But  the  period  to  fv'hich  1  looked 
forward  was  far  too  dii^tant*to  put  off 
creditors   with    common  ^excuses.      I 
therefore  determined  to  smnmon  them 
together  for  the  purpose  of  'laying  be- 
fore them  a  statement  of  my  afffairs, 
tbjft  we  ishould  a!!  of  us  know  Whaft 
Mr^  had  to  trust  to.    My  deteiStatimi 
of  attorrifes,  however,  was  insurmoirnt- 
^ble ;    and  my  pride   forbade  me  'to 
^Bter  itfto  any  personsfl  explatiations^, 
^Sfen  had  my  afbilities  been  adequate 
to  the  tai^k.    Thtns  situated,  1  again 
^^ved  the  friendly  assistance  of  Mr. 
Cordon,  from  whose  mild  and  placid 
banners  I  expected  a  favourable  resalt. 
I  was  not  disappointed.     They  "wbo 
deal  with  nobility  are  not   backward 
^U  making  their  charges  proportiontitfe 
to  the  usual  delay  of  payment.     Ac- 
cording to  their  phraseology,  theycai- 

B4 
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culate  upon  the  living  paying 
dead.  In  fjetct,  patience  was  tb 
resource.  I  had  seen  a  little  < 
kind,  but  I  seldom  found  tli 
tradesman  would  press  his  d 
when  waiting  would  be  the  oi 
of  getting  it  discharged.  In 
spect  they  bear  a  strong  reseu 
to  the  attorney,  who  always  i 
a  point  to  tell  the  truth,  whei 
lie  would  not  serve  his  purpose 

I  was  relieved,  for  a  time 
further  molestation,  on  giving 
for  the  respective  debts,  payable 
six  months  of  my  son's  attain 
age  of  twenty-one,  but  bearing 
from  the  day  on  which  they  wi 
cuted. 

I  had  now  more  than  tw(j 
before  me,  that  I  could  expect 
in  tolerable  ease  and  quiet;  a 
means  were  still  further  increa 
an  unexpected  dissolution  of 
ment. 
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In  the  commencement  of  my  present 
labours,  I  promised  that  I  would  not 
willingly  make  any  concealment  of 
incidents,  however  much  they  re- 
dounded to  my  disgrace.  If  I  had 
not  filo  committed  myself,  I  might  per- 
haps hare  been  induced  to  gloss  over 
what  I  am  now  going  to  relate.  Ne- 
cessity is  not  only  the  mother  of  in- 
dention, but  she  also  often  leads  us 
into  a  line  of  conduct,  neither  credit- 
able nor  in  unison  with  sound  and 
honest  principles. 

When  my  son-in-law,  Captain  Flani- 
gauj  had  the  impudence  to  propose 
that  I  should  place  him  in  one  of  my 
boroughs  which  were  vacant,  I  re* 
coiled  with  inward  horror  at  the  very 
thought  of  employing  a  sacred  priyi- 
lege  to  the  purposes  of  fraud.  From 
the  time  of  the  contested  election,  from 
whence  all  my  subsequent  evils  had 
arisen,  my  influence  in  a  certain  as- 
sembly has  constantly  remained  with 
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the  party  wbpse  cauM  I  bj^  esp 
uppii  ih9J^  occwioD.  I  never  ban 
comipiiyBdcatian  with  the  party 
wben  my  mncUon  ^a^  necewn 
ik^r  purposes.  It  was  then  t 
deci^ji^  myself  with  an  appea 
of  firwoess ;  because,  to  hav^ 
fered  in  any  way,  would  have  b 
ia  npo»  my  natural  indolence. 

M  the  dissolution  which  I 
jtwt  mentioned,  the  trustees  of 
Srpiogbam  thought  ]  proper  to 
their  newly  acquired  influence 
1^  boron^tNB^  with  a  view  of  ( 
suppoi'^  to  th^  party  in  power, 
friends,  who  bad  been  so  long  i 
jundisturbed  poft^ession  of  the  i 
soon  caught  the:  alarm,  and  i 
upon  me  to  assert  the  right  wbK 
trustees  had  endeavoured  to  i: 
Had  it  been  any  persons  but  the  fi 
of  Jiady  Erpingham  who  had  tbi 
vaded  my  privileges,  I  might  havf 
mitted ;  but  as  it  was,  I  d^tetri 
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to   resist   every  encroacfament   which 
they  should  venture  to  make. 

On  a  careful  examination  bf  tfamr 
powers,  they  thought  it  pmdeat  to 
withdraw  their  pretetisiomi;  bntiiating 
promised  the  seats,  in  return  for  ^ome 
valuable  consideration,  their  ioahiUQr 
in  the  performance  created  a  c^nsidef^ 
able  degr^  of  confusioh.  The  party 
in  power  had  calculated  on  their  par- 
tisans being  returned^  and  it  Was  of 
consequence  to  them  that  their  plans 
should  be  carried  into  eflfect. 

I  was  on  the  point  of  renewing  my 
promises  to  my  old   friends,  Wheki  I 
was  waited  tipon  one  morning  by  tt 
gentleman,  wh6  made  his  way  to  nm 
by  some  excuse,  which   I   have  for- 
gotten, btit  who  did  not  leave  vae  loi^ 
an  doubt  as  to  the  real  motives  of  bis 
^isit.    This  Was  neither  more  nor  Itos 
than  to  ask  me  if  I  should  consider 
twenty  thousand  pounds  an  adequate 
compensation  for  my  trouble  in  return^ 


•■ « 


the  history  of  my  country,  as  perhi 
I  ought  to  have  been,  I  startled  at 
horrible  combiuation  of  bribery 
corruption.  The  gentleman  smilec 
the  warmth  with  which  I  expra 
myself,  and  assured  me  that  6 
practices  were  as  *'  notorious  as 
sun  at  noon  day/' 

He  then  pressed  me  for  an  ans' 
but  this  I  declined  to  give  witi 
further  consideration.  I  had  two 
tives  for  the  delay.  The  first  wf 
doubt  whether  I  could  reconcile 
matter  to  my  conscience.  The  o 
was  an  intention,  if  I  made  a  bar 
of  that  description  at  all,  to  make  : 
the  best  advantage. 


WAYS   AND   MEANS.  13 

solved  to  accept  that  sum  in  case,  I 
could  not  make   a  better  bargain  in 
a.  1:1  other  quarter.     With  this  last  view 
T  a^pplied  to  a  person,  who  was  repre- 
sented as  a  roost  extensive  trafficker  in 
seaits.     By  his  means  I  was  offered  the 
»^:iiii  of  four  thousand    five    hundred 
pounds  each,  for  three  seats.    This  I 
"^f^entioned  to  the  person  who  had  bid 
tile  twenty  thousand  for  the  six. 

s  he  had  made  the  first  applica^ 
^  I  said  he  might  have  the  refusal 
^^  the  whole  on  the  same  terras.  He 
Promised  to  consider  of  it,  but  assured 
^^^  that  such  St  sum  was  out  of  the 
^^estion.  I  was  so  little  acquainted 
'^^ith  the  science  of  negociation  that, 
^*^^tead,  of  endeavouring  to  obtain  a 
*^^Sher  price,  I  eagerly  closed  for  the 
*"^Jfec  seats  at  the  terms  proposed. 

The  following  day,  my  twenty  thou- 

^^nd   friend   offered  to  purchase  the 

■^liole  six  at  the  rate  I  had  mentioned 

i        to  him.  But  it  wras  too  late,  there  wrere 

\ 
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only  three  seats  remainiDg.    As 
howeirery  were  better  than  none 
the  bargain  was  made,  and  in  a 
time    I    found  myself    in   the 
possession  of  twenty-seven  tbo 
{X>unds,  derived  from  a  source  w 
I  never  expected  to  obtain  a  fart 

As  the  business  turned  out,  m 
science  was  completely  quieten 
had  three  members,  who  were  st 
supporters  of  the  right  hand  si 
the  chair,  and  three  who  were  ei 
strenuous  on  the  left  hand  side, 
interest  was  thus  neutralized,  A 
*  did  no  good,  I  at  least  did  no 
Under  other  circumstances  I 
have  found  room  for  self  repro 
but  as  it  was,  I  was  thoroughly 
fied. 

The  money  which  the  borougfa 
duced  set  both  my  son  and  mys 
a  time  completely  at  ease»    I 
him  a  most  liberal  allowance, 
beral,  indeed,  that  with  the  pa 
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of  debts,  which  he  had  contracted, 
and  his  customary  expenditure,  before 
the  succeeding  winter  was  half  gone 
through,  there  was  not  a  vestige  of  the 
twenty  seven  thousand  pounds  remain- 
ing, and  both  Charles  and  myself  were 
^mi  in  debt. 


J- 
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SUPPLY. 

IN  the  course  of  the  winter,  and  at 
a  time  when  embarassment  again  be- 
gan to  press  upon  me,  a  prospect  open- 
ed before  me^  which  promised  effect- 
ual relief  for  the  present,  and  a  large 
income  for  the  future. 

Being  in  conversation  one  night  at 
Boodle's  with  a  baronet  of  very  exten- 
sive landed  property,  he  informed  me 
of  the  immense  improvements  he  had 
recently  effected  on  his  estates.  He 
told  me  that  although  his  old  tenants 
bad  refused  to  make  any  further  ad- 
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Taaoes,  he  had  fortunately  met  with  a 
surveyor  of  most  uncommon  abilities^ 
^Mrho  had  recently  let  a  great  part  of 
Ills  lands,  at  three  times  the  former 
jrent- 

**  It  is  astonishing/'  added  he,  *^  in 
^what  a  backward  state  we  suffer  our- 
selves to  remain  in  the  southern  part 
of  the  island.  We  do  every  thing 
^wice  oven  We  carry  out,  and  we 
return  empty  handed.  Our  horses 
latre  so  heavy  that  empty  or  loaded 
^Iieir  pace  is  unvaried.  Our  farmers 
WLTe  as  heavy,  as  their  horses,  and  as 
ol)8tinate  as  their  mules.  There  is  a 
^^v'ant  of  energy  throughout.  Our  bi* 
Shotted  countrymen  are  incapable  of 
Comprehending  the  principles  of  eu- 
I^Shtened  cultivation.  But  let  us  turn 
^t^r  eyes  to  the  north.  See  there  what 
*Hc  spirit  of  industry  directed  by  the 
^53i.nd  of  science  can  perform,  in  a  cli- 
'^ate,  which  compared  with  ours,  is 
^^tifriendly  to   the   pursuits   of  active 
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husbandry.  Look  at  the  great  amount 
of  the  rents  realized  from  the  Scotch 
estates.  Examine  the  rapidity  with 
ivhieh  all  farming  operations  are  there 
conducted,  and  then  let  us  blush  for 
the  stupidity  of  old  England." 

Here  was  an  end  to  all  my  difficul- 
ties. In  my  imagination  I  tripled  the 
Mntal  of  Bingwootl  estates,  and  felt 
myself  again  exalted  to  the  regions  of 
opulence. 

(  "  Pray,  Sir.  John,"  «atil  1  eagerly, 
**  ftnronr  wie  witfc  your  survejFor's  ad- 
d>refi6.  I  see  at  oivce  <tbe  advatftages. 
SesideSs  lihe  srflo-rding  «very  facility  4o 
the  int>rod»ction  o(f  «n  impro^^  sys- 
tem, roust  wb  questionably  be  a  benefit 
to  the  public  at  large,  and  entitle  the 
promoter  to  the  general  thanks  of  the 
community." 

I  do  not  apprehend  that  I  should 
have  exhibited  much  public  spirit  on 
the  occasion,  had  not  my  own  interest 
beennso  materially  concerned.     I  went 
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ed  ia  the  full  determination  of  not 
iring  a  day  to  elapse  before  I  com- 
ced  my  proceedings.  My  waking 
ghts,  and  even  my  dreams  were 
'  occupied  in  arranging  the  several 
les  in  the  air  which  1  was  inces- 
ly  building,  fit  for  my  habitation, 
fter  a  restless  night,  I' rose  earlier 
usual,  and  ^bafving  indulged 
lit  in  cotmting  my  imaginary 
sands,  I  dispatched  a  note  to 
MexBmAer  M^Esrtimate,  in  ^int 
mi's  Street,  requesting  the  fthrovtr 
is  calling  at  Erpingfaam  House  al 
arliest  eonvenience.  I  confess,  I 
3  the  request  with  considerable 
leftce,  from  the  judgment  1  was 
led  to  form  of  men  of  importance 
ged  in  professional  avocations,  "by 
intercourse  with  the  great  Mr. 
But  great  fol'fcs  must  be  allow- 
ertain  privileges,  to  which  little 
t  dare  not  aspire.  If  puppies  are 
I  into  consequence  hj  the  obse« 
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quiousness  of  those  who  have  de 
\ivith  them,  they  would  be  fools  if  tb 
not  save  themselves  all  possible  tr 
and  take  the  most  advantage  of  tl 
mage  paid  them..  AU  I  shall  ev 
in  blame  of  these  great  men  16  t 
sure  them  for  not  adopting  the  i 
nient  method  of  the  late  Mr.  1 
Van  Butchell^  and  notify  to  the ' 
**  come  from  ten  to  one,  for  I 
none."  Such  a  notification  nod 
offiee  bell  would  save  an  infif 
Tezation,  and  render  a  worid  < 
l^anation  unnecessary. 

The  town  deputy  of  Mr.  M'Ee 
informed  me  in  reply^  that  hif 
cipal  had  left  town  only  half  ai 
before  my  note  was  received,  t 
ceed  in  the  first  instance  to  his 
sive  farm  in  Oxfordshire,  from  v 
he  was  to  go  into  North  Wiltsl 
the  purpose  of  viewing  some 
estates,  which  had  been  recently 
under  his  direction  in  that  part 
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xmDtry.  Id  eight  or  nine  days  Mr. 
f'Estimate  was  expected  to  return 
)  London,  but  would  even  then  have 
ardly  a  moment  to  pay  attention  to 
ny  new  connexion. 

How  unlucky !  Eight  or  nine  days 
0  be  thus  wasted  and  frittered  away, 
ktwhat  was  to  be  done?  I  thought 
it  one  moment  of  following  Mr. 
^'Estimate,  that  I  might  receive  his 
nstructions  as  to  the  preliminary  pro- 
ceedings, but  I  gave  up  the  idea,  fear- 
lol  that  I  might  offend  the  gentleman 
by  coming  unbidden  into  his  presence, 
Uid  thereby  lose  all  the  advantages  1 
^pected  to  derive  from  his  able  assist- 
lOce. 

To  expedite  the  business,  as  far  as 
^y  in  my  power,  I  followed  the  ex- 
i^ple  of  Mr.  Evenington  on  his  mar- 
iage  with  Miss  Broad,  and  gave  no- 
ices  to  every  tenant  upon  the  Bing- 
irood  property,  without  exception,  to 
quit  their  forms  at  the  ensuing  Michaels 


mas.  As^was  the  case. upon:  the^B 
estates,  some  held  b,y  leases^  wbic 
my  great?  regret,, nendered  all  iki 
unavailing,  but  I  \m»  fearful  if  1  ( 
ted  any,  1  might  injure  myself. 

The  eigbt.or  nioie'd^ys^elaf^ed^^ 
out  Mn..  M^iJ^timat^.  making  bijf 
paarauce,.  bulon  the  twelfth  I^ban 
supreme  fejimty  of  aaintenrjew 
bim.  I.  dare  s^jr^  theneader  ist 
ciently  acqiiaintedwith  my-  im{H 
disprostion,  to^makeitunnecessai 
me  to^  telL  hiupi  that;  on  the  tentl 
eleventh,  days,  of  Mkv  IVX'JBstiii 
absence^  my;  time  was  almost'  vt 
occupied  in  traversing  St:  Jai 
Street,  in  eager  expectation  of 
gentleman's  return. 

Mr.M'Estimate  fully  justified 
eulogium,  virbich  my*  friend' the  ba 
had  bestow^ed' upon  bim,  for  he  ui 
tookv  without  seeing'  the  estatet 
even  enquiring  whether  they-  were 
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<Nrlow  rented,  to  increase  the  rental 
ttrcefold. 

^  His  countrymen/'  he  said,  ^*  who 

were  the  only  people  upon  earth  tliat 

thoroughly  understood  the  true  prin* 

ciples  of  agriculture,  must  have  their 

lands  free  from  incumbrances  of  every 

description,  the  rent  excepted,  which 

mast  be  fixed  and  decided.  They  were 

wholly  unused  to  tythes  and  cesses. 

Ibey  must  not  be  clogged  as  to  their 

mode  of  effecting  improvements.     Co* 

veaants  were  a  kind  of  things,  which. 

were  well  enough  adapted  to  the  nar«- 

row  minded,  and  still  narrower  compre- 

himsion  of  the  grovelling  Englishman,. 

but  were  totally  beneath  the  attention 

oflhe  enlightened  and  scientific  Scotch- 

nuuu       Covenants   were,   indeed,   in<^ 

vented  to  restrain  the  bad  farmer,  and 

ought  never  to  prevent  the  good  farmer 

from  benefitting  himself,  and  the  pro* 

perty  he  cultivates.      Upon  the  new 

system  every  accommodation  must  be 
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aflTorded  for  the  carrying  on  the  oper^* 
tions,   or  how  could  it  be  expected 
that  rents  should  be  paid,  which  in  this 
part  of  the  country,  until  very  latelyi 
had  never  been  heard  of.      A  little  sa-- 
crifice  might  reasonably  be  expected 
to  be  made  in  bringing  a  new  systei^a 
to'^erfection,  but  once  made  the  wsft-J 
hereafter  would  be  smooth  and  clear  J^ 

I  was  delighted  at  the  eloquence  ^of 
Mr.  M*Estimate.  There  was  a  gra^^n- 
deur  in  his  conceptions  which  surpriz^^ 
me,  and  a  comprehensiveness  of  ide  ^b 
which  astonished  me.  He  appeal 
to  have  a  soul  for  great  designs, 
gether  with  mental  and  bodily  pow^si^ 
for  carrying  them  into  execution. 

At  the  very  first  interview  I  formaS  Jy 
appointed  him  to  the  superintendeim<^ 
of  the  Bingwood  estates,  attaching  oe3  I y 
one  condition  to  his  assumption  of 
thority.  This  was  merely  an  und 
taking  on  his  part  to  proceed  with 
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to  Bingwood  without  a  niomeut's  loss  of 
time. 

Early  the  following  morning  we  set 
off  on  our  journey.     He  took  a  cursory 
Tiew  of  the  property,  and  declared  him- 
self in  raptures  at  the  great  capabilities, 
which  it  afforded.     The  land  he  dis- 
ooTered  in  an  instant  to  be  all  of  it  ad- 
mirably adapted  to  the  improved  hus- 
bandry.  I  confess  myself  to  have  won- 
dered a  little  at  hearing  that  it  was  all 
admirably  adapted,   and   ventured  to 
point  out  that  the  soil  had  all  the  va- 
rieties,  from  the  stiffest  clay,   to  the 
lightest  sand.   But  all  sorts  were  equal- 
ly well  adapted  to  Scotish  cultivation, 
^tid  I  was  asked  what  would  become 
of  a  country  like  Great  Britain,  if  one 
particular  soil  alone  was  susceptible  of 
improvement.    The  question  was  put 
**i  a  tone  of  voice   which  completely 
^Uenced  me,   and  prevented  me  from 
taking   any  other  enquiry,    lest  Mr. 
^^Estimate  might  choose  to  fancy  him- 

VOL.    IV.  c 
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offended,  and  desert  nie  at  a  mooaent 
when  I  most  wanted  his  assistance.  I 
remember,  that  at  the  time  I  managed 
to  swallow  a  mode  of  expression,  which 
certainly  amounted  to  impudence,  E 
resolved  to  retaliate  as  soon  as  ray  pur- 
poses were  served. 

Mr.  M^Estimate  gave  me  no  intinuL. 
tion  of  the  course  he  meant  to  adopti 
but  in  less  than  three  weeks  the  Scotcl^ 
men  poured  upon  Bingwood  like  <s 
flight  of  crows.  Advertisements  ha^ 
been  inserted  in  the  Northern  papers, 
and  from  the  enormous  quantity  that 
made  their  appearance,  Scotland  must 
most  assuredly  have  suffered  from  the 
sudden  emigration.  For  every  farm 
which  was  declared  to  be  vacant,  there 
were  at  least  a  score  of  competitors. 
But  as  all  were  in  want  of  situations, 
and  all  willing  to  establish  themselves 
and  their  abilities  on  my  property,  thej 
considered  that  they  were  entitled  tr 
every-  consideration  on  my  part.    Theii 


SUPPLY.  27 

proverbial  modesty  waSyindeed,  particu- 
larly striking.  They  were  ready  to 
take  any  farm  upon  Mr.  M'Estimate^s 
reconamendation,  but  such  as  I  could 
not  provide  for,  I  was  expected  not  only 
to  entertain  during  their  stay  at  Bing- 
woody  but  to  recompense  for  their 
time,  and  expences  from  their  leaving 
the  "  land  of  cakes,**  till  their  return 
to  it. 

I  remonstrated  with  Mr.  M'Esti- 
mate  upon  this  demand,  to  which  1 
conceived  that  I  had  no  right  to  accede, 
but  I  was  answered  by  questions.  How 
could  I  expect  that  his  countrymen 
woiild  ran  a  personal  risk  to  benefit 
me,  and  to  improve  the  face  of  the 
country  in  general?  Was  it  not  rea- 
sonable that  they  receive  a  remunera- 
tion, when  their  great  object  was  my 
benefit  ? 

From  the  bevy  Mr.  M*Estimate  se- 
lected ouch  as  he  thought  proper  to 
retain,   and  appointed  them  to  their 

c  2 
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respective  situations,  on  which  tliey 
Mrere  to  enter  at  the  stipulated  tinne. 
I  compromised  with  the  remainder  to 
allow  them  five  pounds  each,  upon  a 
release  from  all  further  claims,  to  which 
Mr.  M'Estimate  assured  me  I  was 
liable.  I  was  not  lawyer  enough  to  be 
exactly  awiare  of  the  extent  of  my  liabi- 
lity, but  I  was  indolent  enough  rather 
to  make  a  small  sacrifice  than  to  in- 
crease my  troubles.  They  would  not, 
perhaps,  have  been  contented  with  so 
moderate  a  compensation,  had  I  not 
given  way  to  a  portion  of  my  old  ob* 
stinacy  before  the  worthy  surveyor.  It 
seemed  that  they  followed  his  advice,  or 
rather  directions,  and  he  acquired  ad. 
ditional  merit  with  me  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  business.  I  cannot  say 
that  the  carrying  the  arrangement  into 
execution  was  exactly  pleasant,  when 
I  found  that  I  had  to  pay  very  nearly 
two  hundred  claimants. 
All  my  new  friends  were  satisfied, 
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and  I  heard  murmuring  from  no  other 
quarter,  except  among  my  old  tenants, 
who  were  thus  thrown  upon  the  wide 
world,  and  driven  from  the  farms, 
which  their  forefathers  had  tilled,  and 
upon  which,  many  of  them  had  grown 
grey. 

Bat  was  I  to  sacrifice  myself,  and 
my  country  to  provide  for  a  few  indi- 
iridaals,  in  the  same  grovelling  manner 
in  which  they  had  been  brought  up? 
Was  I  for  their  sakes  to  abandon  the 
most  brilliant  prospects  ?  Mo !  let  them 
learn  to  enlarge  their  ideas,   to  take 
pattern  by  the  examples,  which  were 
about  to  be  set  them,  and  there  would 
be  ample  scope  for  the  employment  of 
their  industry.    They  must  have  deriv- 
ed  the  most   tremendous   advantages 
from  their  previous  occupations  at  such 
low  rents,  and  if  they  had  been  inprovi- 
dent,  what  could  they  expect,  but  to  be 
the  sufferers  for  their  former  folly.  They 
had  only  to  thank  my  good  nature,  and 

c  3 
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want  of  expericDce  that  bad  left  them 
so  long  in  possession  of  their  enor- 
mous profits,  but  th^y  could  not  ration- 
ally imagine  that  I  should  permit  them 
to^^enjoy  those  profits  to  the  end  of  the 
chapter  to  my  own  palpable  loss. 

In  this  way  I  reconciled  myself  to 
iiay  new  proceedings,  in  which  I  em* 
barked  with  a  blind  fatuity.  My  old 
tenants  were  dispossessed  in  all  places 
from  whence^  it  was  in  my  power  to 
remove  them,  and  new  leases  of  their 
farms  were  signed,  sealed,  and  deliver^ 
ed  to  the  new  occupiers.  I  undertook 
to  pay  all  rates,  tithes,  and  taxes,  now 
in  existence,  or  hereafter  to  be  im^ 
posed;-' to  erect  whatever  buildings 
the  new  tenants  thought  necessary  for 
the  occopatiou  of  their  farms;*— to 
make  new  roads  in  all  directions,  when^ 
ever  I  was  required  so  to  do ;  together 
with  a  few  other  covenants  on  my  part 
of  a  similar  nature.  Covenants  on  their 
|>art  were  out  of  the  question^  and  they 
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themselves  were  to  be  the  soles  judges 
af  uecessity»  so  far  as  roads  and  build- 
lEtgs  were  ooncerDed. 

Mr.   M^Estimate   assured    me  that 
these  were  the  customary  terms,  and 
such  as  were  indispensable  lo  the  ope- 
rations of  his   countrymen.      By  his 
adrice,  I  even  let  my  deer  park,  and 
the    ornamental    grounds    about    the 
abbey,  to  be  put,  as  he  termed  it,  into 
a  productive  state,  reserving  to  myself, 
liowever,  some  of  the  plantations  and 
ornamental  trees.      For  the   latter    I 
made  an  allowance,  after  the  rate  of  a 
quarter  of  an  acre  for  every  tree.     No- 

4 

thing  could  be  more  just  and  reason- 
able ! 

Nothing  further  could  be  done  till 
Michaelmas  arrived,  but  I  already  felt 
the  first  half  year's  payment  in  my 
hand,  and  looked  down  with  con- 
tempt upon  the  stupidity  of  my  neigh- 
bours. 

c  4 
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The  old  steward  remonstrated,  am 
shrugged  up  his  shoulders  at  what  b 
thought  proper  to  term  *'  mad  heada 
work/' 

''  An  old  fool,"  I  then  thought,  "  be 
age  and  bigotry !" 
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BEFORE  the  auRpicious  Michael* 

tnas  arrived,  some  of  my  new  teiiants 

bad  departed  this  life,  leaving  the  ^orld 

and  their  projected  improvements  be* 

hind  them.     Some  of  them  had  con* 

trived  to  obtain   better  situations  on 

this  side  paradise,  and  were  desirous 

of  being  released  from  their  bargains 

with  me.     This  was  also  the  case  with 

others^  who,  for  reasons  known  only  to 

themselves,  were  anxious  to  relinquish 

their  undertakings. 

But  Mr.  M'Estimate  found  no  diffi* 

c  5 
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culty  in  supplying  their  places.  At 
advertisement  in  the  London  papen 
brought  forward  plenty  of  applicants 
and  I  felt  happy  in  perceiving  that  tb 
English  had  caught  the  enlightene 
spirit  of  their  northern  countrymei 
The  vacancies  which  had  occurrc 
v^ere  chiefly  filled  up  With  natives  ( 
the  sou  thy  strongly  recommended  b 
M' Estimate  as  men  of  judgment  an 
experience. 

My  lUffairs  at  Biogwood  being  af  ai 
settled^  I  had  leisure  to  tuiti  ray  atlei 
tioti  to  oth«r  matters.  Little  difftteac 
had  taken  piac«  in  the  mode  of  liviai 
ivfhich  Charles  had  adopted.  1% 
Scotchmen  among  other  cauises  ba 
materially  diminished  ray  means  i 
supplying  him,  but  some  how  or  othei 
be  contrived  to  pursue  his  career  < 
extravagance.  J  imagine  that  i)dbie 
he  foiled  with  the  Gentiles  he  succeei 
ed  with  the  Jews.     At  all  evente, 

m 

t^iild  diMOver  little  ^erattM  in  Jiin 
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but  perhaps,  that  was  occasioaed  by 
my  seeing  hini  so  seldom.  He  did 
sot  often  trouble  roe  with  bis  company, 
Qniess  he  had  reason  to  think  that  I 
had  money  at  coromand,  and  he  was 
aware  that  I  should  willingly  furnish 
bim  to  the  extent  of  my  power. 

With  Lady  Erpingham  matters  had 
assumed  a  more  important  aspect 
Poverty  was  making  rapid  strides,  ia 
demolishing  her  Ladyship's  comforte, 
for  in  consequence  of  the  great  in« 
crease  of  taxation  and  the  advanced 
prices  of  all  the  necessaries  of  life,  the 
Erpingham  estates  proved  insufficient 
to  support  her  establishment  in  its 
pristine  grandeur  and  dignity.  This 
defalcation  in  the  ways  and  means  was 
succeeded  by  the  actual  dismissal  of  a 
scullion,  an  uader  house  maid,  and  a 
stable  boy. 

I  well  knew  how  deeply  hear  Lady- 
ship's pride  would  be  hurt  by  fehis 
dire  necesaity,  and  therefore,  consideff- 

c  « 
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ed  that  it  would  be  a  most  favourable 
opportunity  of  inducing  her   for  her 
own  sake  (which  by  the  bye  was  the 
only  eflfectnal  inducement),   to  effect 
upon  the  Erpingham  estates,  of  which 
her  trustees  had  obtained  the  actual 
possession,    the   same    splendid    im* 
provements  which    I  had  just  made 
upon  the  Bingwood  property.     Thd 
scruples,   after    complying    with   the 
terms  of  the  settlement  would  be  my 
own,  and  again  in  the  humour  of  castle 
building,    I  calculated    what   an  im- 
mense  accession  it  would    be  to   my 
revenue  after  I  had  again  raised  her 
establishment  to  the  stipulated  quota. 
With  the  usual  ceremonies  f  was  fa* 
Toured  with  an  interview.      I  gave  a 
succinct  account  of  my  prospects  at 
Bingwood, — regretted  the  dismissal  of 
her  Ladyship's   domestics — hinted   at 

what  might  be  done  at  Erpingham 

and  talked  of  several  additions  which 
the  Duchess  of  Kennet  bad  made  to 
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ber  state  equipage,  all  which  additions 
had)  I  told  her,  an  imposing  effect 

For  the  first  time  in  her  life  I  ap- 
prehend Lady  Erpingham  was  under 
the  influence  of  pleasurable  sensations. 
She  expressed  herself  in  a  way  so 
entirely  new  to  me,  that  for  a  time  I 
ef&k  doubted  the  evidence  of  my  own 
senses,  for  she  thanked  me  for  my  at- 
tention. Her  voice  and  manner  carried 
with  them  such  a  bewitching  air  of 
tender  regard  that  I  thought  her  at  the 
moment  a  most  charming  woman,  and 
seriously  blamed  myself  for  not  having 
studied  her  character  at  a  more  early 
period  of  our  union. 

We  suddenly  became  extremely  cor- 
dial. I  was  invited  to  breakfast  the 
following  morning  with  her  ladyship^ 
who  in  return  paid  me  a  ^isit  to  my 
study.  Miss  Toadeater  was,  or  pre* 
tended  to  be^  in  raptures.  In  short, 
there  never  was  a  more  happy  family. 

After  the  happy  state  had  continued 
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a  few  days,  during  which  I  had  rq>eifc- 
edly  brought  my  grand  design  opoi 
the  tapi$,  it  was  agreed  that  her  Lady- 
ship shoiiid  spend  the  ensuing  antum 
at  Bingwood.  This  was  aa  honoir 
totally  unexpected,  but  it  was  not  tbe 
extent  of  my  good  fortune.  Her  Laidy* 
ship  agreed  that  the  success  of  ny 
operations  at  Biogwood  shookl  govcra 
her  in  the  management  of  the  othd 
property.  What  rendered  her  coiide 
scension  more  remarkable  was  ha 
neglecting  to  consult  the  august  Mr 
Frill  upon  tiie  business* 

To  aToid  tbe  possibility  of  forfeiting 
her  ladyship's  good  opinion  I  tool 
especial  care  to  keep  clear  ci  fnrthei 
tniercourse.  Of  the  success  at  Biog 
wood  I  could  not  entertain  the  smallest 
doubt.  All  that  I  had  to  do  was  tn 
prevent  any  thing  occuring  which  wai 
likely  to  defeat  the  febric  I  had  sc 
happily  erected. 

IW  winter  and  spriqg,  as  oj^pooed 
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to  the  fMreoeding  season,  had  passed  in 
comparatiTe  quietness.  It  was  only  at 
times  disturbed  by  my  son  and  his  noisy 
companions.  Bnt  this  I  quietly  en- 
dured, and  indeed  encouraged  as  much 
as  possible,  rather  than  I  should  be 
said  to  have  driven  Charles  from  his 
home.  At  his  extravagance  I  did  not 
grumble,  for  I  plainly  foresaw  that  it 
would  stand  me  hereafter  in  need  if  I 
required  it  Of  his  sister  I  heard  bnt 
little  and  saw  still  less.  She  was  her 
own  mistress  and  seemed  not  to  Lave 
tfie  least  inclination  to  submit  to  con- 
trol, particularly  the  control  of  her  pa  > 
rents.  As  to  the  royal  Flanagan  he 
was  a  ^xmiplete  dead  letter,  and  was 
apiparently  forgotten  by  every  one. 

Lady  Caroline  Flanagan  had  indeed 
oowpletely  outlived  her  mothers  re- 
membrance and  my  liking.  She  might 
hav«  taken  a  vojrage  to  Jericho  and 
back  without  raising  an  emotion  in 
mother  of  our  breasts,  wd  wbatevcDr 
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respect  Lady  Erpingham  might  hate 
entertained  for  the  ancient  sovereigns  of 
Munster,  she  had  no  great  regard  for 
the  King's  Bench,  however  royal  its  titk 
As  she  could  net  think  of  her  daughter 
without  coupling  her  with  the  Captain 
her  son-in-law,  she  wisely  contrived  to 
forget  both.  I  inwardly  acknowledg- 
ed my  obligation  to  the  Captain's  cre- 
ditors, for  confining  a  person  who  must 
infallibly  have  become  a  very  serious 
plague  to  me,  if  he  could  have  procured 
his  liberty. 

^  Lady  £rpingham,  according  to  her 
usual  custom,  spent  the  summer 
months  at  Brighton,  but  abaut  the 
middle  of  September  I  met  her  by  ap- 
pointment in  London,  for  the  purpose 
of  conducting  her  to  the  shades  of 
Bingwood,  but  by  a  series  of  trifling 
delays  it  was  almost  the  middle  of  Oc- 
tober, and  after  the  operations  upon 
the  new  system  had  commenced  before 
we  could  enter   upon   our  journey. 
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during  our  pn^ess  I  seemed  placed 
poo  the  tenter  hooks  of  expectation, 
sd  was  overwhelmed  with  anxiety  to 
se  the  realization  of  my  golden  pros- 
ects.  I  omitted  no  act  of  attention 
>ward8  Lady  Erpingham — I  tried  to 
muse  her  mind  and  to  anticipate  her 
rants,  and  I  even  went  so  far  as  to 
ompliment  Miss  Toadeater  upon  the 
miability  of  her  looks.  Charles,  who 
ccompanied  us,  to  my  great  joy  as 
rell  as  surprize,  managed  to  conduct 
limself  with  decency  and  propriety. 
D  short,  a  perion  who  had  chanced  to 
iew  us  for  the  first  time  would  have 
ironounced  us  a  family  of  love  and 
flection. 

As  we  drove  up  to  the  Abbey  I  could 
lOt  help  regretting  that  I  was  not  greet- 
d  as  usual  by  my  old  hoary  beaded 
iriends  with  their  offspring  and  servants 
flowing  with  ruddy  health  and  con- 
entment.  But  the  regret  was  chased 
iway  by  the  great  prospect  of  gain. 
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My  new  tenants  had  entered  i: 
their  several  occupations.  Every  t 
before  me  presented  an  air  of  bi 
and  activity.  The  fine  rich  past 
were  preparing  to  be  loaded  with  go 
crops  of  corn.  The  plough  had 
lowed  the  footsteps  of  the  deer, 
every  part  of  the  estate  bore  evi 
proofs  that  the  spirit  of  impravei 
had  taken  root  upon  my  property. 

Having  previously  written  to 
Bubbleby  and  the  other  clergyme 
say  thftt  I  should  take  upon  mysel 
payment  of  the  titles  and  thus  rei 
the  great  cause  of  dissension  beti 
the  pastor  and  his  flock,  I  looked 
ward  to  the  extinction  of  all  h 
rending  jealousies,  and  to  seeinj 
around  me  joining  in  the  commeix 
tion  of  an  event  which  should  resto 
the  country  that  rural  felicity  to  w 
it  had  been  long  a  stranger. 

When  I  had  done  the  honours  o: 
place  to  Lady  Erpinghain,  and  p 
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ed  out  to  her  its  chief  beauties,  I  left 
her  lad3'8hip  to  enjoy  them  as  she 
thought  proper,  while  I  pursued  my 
own  plans  of  amusement.  One  morn- 
ii^  the  fourth  or  fifth  I  think  of  ray 
arri?al,  I  had  indulged  myself  after 
breakfast  in  a  pleasing  reverie  and 
WM  making  calculations  as  usual  up^ 
}D  a  datum  that  had  do  foundation 
iiut  in  my  own  brain ;  from  this  state 
>f  happiness  I  was  roused  by  the  en* 
ranee  of  Dr.  Bubbleby.  His  congra- 
»iations  upon  my  arrival  were  sue- 
needed  by  his  entering  upon  the  sub* 
ect  of  my  letter  to  him  respecting  the 
aking  the  tithes  upon  myself.  He 
lad  he  said  obeyed  my  commands, 
pvhich  were  alwayn  laws  with  him,  and 
n  consequenee  of  those  commands  he 
tad  not  interfered  with  any  of  my  ten- 
mts,  either  new  or  old.  His  tithe  day 
Nras  passed  and  he  was  anxious  not 
)nly  to  come  to  an  arrangement  for  the 
Future  but  also  to  settle  present  arrears. 
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As  my  rent  day  was  approa 
there  woald  I  thought  be  little  di 
ty  in  satisfying  the  claims  of  the 
tor. 

**  I  shall  have,  doctor,  to  pa; 
half  a  years  income.      But  on 
lection  it  is  only  for  the  future  tl 
have  to  arrange ;  my  new  tenant 
but  just  entered  upon  their  farm 

^*  Excuse  me,  my  Lord^    a 
year  became  due  at  Michaelmas, 
is  your  lordship's  letter  dated  in 
ruary  last,  in  which  you    engs 
take  the  tithes  upon  yourself/* 

*'  But  I  only  meant  to  take 
from  Michaelmas." 

'^  I  hare  strictly  adhered  to 
lordship's  instructions^  and  h 
consequence  of  it  refrained  from 
terference  since  the  date  of  the  h 

"  You    must  surely    have    k 
doctor,  that  I  could  not  intend 
the  tithes  till  my  new  tenants  e: 
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pOD  their  bai^ains.  Benides,  it  is 
ill  but  half  a  year." 
'*I  had  DO  right,  my  lord,  to  ques- 
OD  you  lordship's  conduct,  it  was  my 
aty  to  follow  your  instructions." 
^'  WelU  well !  the  amount  then  I 
nst  get  from  the  old  tenants  as  well 
t  I  can.      But  it  is  still  but  half  a 


sar." 


**  Pardon  me,  my  lord,  the  produce 
that  half  year  is  very  little  short  of 
e  gross  amount  of  the  whole  year." 
'*  Well,  doctor,  reckoning  your  own 
Ely,  for  the  next  half  year  will  make 
ings  equal.  What  do  you  expect 
receive?" 

**  Three     thousand     pounds,     my 
[)rd  r 

**  Three  thousand  devils !'' 
'^  Pounds,  my  lord,  and  I  can  veu- 
re  to  assure  your  lordship,  that  no- 
ing  but  the  high  veneration  and  re- 
€ct  which  I  bear  towards  my  noble 
.troD  would  have  induced  me  to  name 
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a  sum  AC  much  beneath  the  real  valae. 
My  possessions  here  are  transient,  but 
my  duty  imperatively  calls  upon  roe 
to  protect  the  interest  of  the  church. 
Mv  succes^^or  shall  never  attach  that 
description  of  blame  upon  me,  which  I 
have  but  too  just  reason  to  affix  to  the 
memory  of  my  predecessor,  worthy  as 
I  am  ready  to  allow  him  to  have  been 
in  other  respects." 

"  It  was  always  considered^  doctor, 
that  Mr.  Farren  received  a  full  fair 
value  for  the  liviryg.  Six  hundred  a 
year  was  deemed  an  ample  compensa- 
tion for  his  rights." 

"  How  the  conscience  of  Mr.  Farren, 
my  lord,  could  rest  satisfied  with  his 
gross  misconduct  in  neglecting  the 
interests,  the  vital  interest  of  the  pro- 
fession which  he  had  thought  propei 
to  embrace,  I  know  not.  My  task 
has  been  indeed  a  difficult  one  and  k 
doing  my  duty  I  hare  exposed  mysel 
to  a  degree  of  odium  from  which  1 
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;ht  to  have  been  free.  With  hard 
ps,  much  litigation,  and  in  the  face 
every  opposition,  I  have  managed 
raise  the  income  to  nearly  treble  the 
mer  amount.*' 
'*  And   does  not  that  satisfy  you, 

^  My  temporal  wants,  it  does,  my 
»rd,  and  amply  too.  But  I  am  only 
)  steward  of  others ;  nay,  I  am  the 
3  steward  of  your  family.  What 
Ue  patronage   will    they   hereafter 

joy  r 

"  Bat  the  sum  you  have  named, 
actor,  1  can  never  consent  to  pay. 
is  beyond  the  bounds  of  all  reason/' 
•*  Your  Lordship  was  always  cheer- 
l — always  fond  of  lively  amusement. 
ime  has  lost   its   power  with  you ; 


99 
4*    ~ 


By  God,  Sir,  I  am  serious.'* 
**  Aud  so  am  I,  my  Lord.  I  troubled 
jw  lordship  with  a  visit  this  morning, 
I  order  seriously  to  consider  upon  our 
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relative  situation,    and   to   offer  your 
lordship  my  best  advice  under  present 
circumstances.      For    your  lordship's 
sake  I  regret  that  you  did  not  ask  my 
opinion  before  you  consented  to  lease 
your  estates  free  from  tithes.    As  far 
as  my  humble  experience  extends,  yoor 
lordship  may  command  my  services; 
and  if  I  may  venture  to  suggest  the 
course  of  proceeding  which  seems  to 
me  most  eligible  for  your  Lordship,  it 
is,  that  you  agree  to  the  proposals  I 
have   made,    being   satisfied   that  the 
more  time  I  have  for  considering  the 
value  of  the  living,  the  greater  will  be 
my  ideas  of  its  real  worth." 

I  instantly  felt  bow  deeply  I  had  en- 
tangled myself.  My  cursed  precipi- 
tancy had  thrown  me  completely  within 
the  clutches  of  this  wolf  in  sheep's 
clothing.  If  the  alternative  had  been 
left  to  me,  whether  to  submit  to  this 
most  abominable  imposition,  or  to  send 
(were  it  in   my   power,)  M'Estimate 
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and  bis  farmers  to  the  devil,  T  should 
have  inevitably  have  preferred  the  latter. 
But  there  was  no  way  left  for  me  to 
escape.  The  doctor  closed  his  part 
of  the  conference  by  disclaiming  all 
idea  of  taking  an  advantage  of  the 
situation  in  which  1  had  placed  myself; 
nothing  could  be  farther  from  his  in- 
tention than  pursuing  a  line  of  con- 
duct, which  be  himself  would  be  the 
.first  to  say  would  be  unhandsome.  But 
this  was  so  far  from  being  the  case, 
tbal  he  had,  previous  to  my  arrival  at 
Bingwood,  given  notice  to  the  different 
tenants,  that  he  expected  the  sum  of 
three  thousand  pounds  would  be  made 
up  among  themselves. 

To  hold  further  intercourse  with  Dr. 
Bubbleby  was  impossible.  1  w  as  com 
pletely  within  his  power.  I  well  knew 
the  consequences  which  would  arise  to 
myself,  from  his  unhinging  all  my 
agreements  with  my  new  tenants.    lu- 

VOL.  IV.  D 
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stead  of  one  harpy  to  contend  with,  I 
should  have  fifty,  and  all  of  them  baviu|^ 
the  example  of  the  Doctor's  rapacitj/' 
before  them. 

To  preserve  myself  from  greater 
^vilSy  I  considered  it  most  adviseabl«ii* 
to  submit  to  his  terms,  agreeing  to  pa^ 
bim  three  thousand  a  year,  for  twenty^^ 
one  years.  I  calculated  that  by  tbi 
unexpected  blow,  I  had  lost  nearly  tw^-^ 
thousand  a  year,  but  still  my  gains  wer^^ 
immense. 

I  had  no  claims  upon  the  gratitude 
of  the  Doctor.  On  the  contrary,  I 
must  have  been  an  object  of  contempt 
tvitb  him,  on  giving  him  the  living,  in 
preference  to  bestowing  it  upon  those 
who  were  justly  entitled  to  it.  I  firmly 
believe  that  the  injustice  I  was  guilty 
of,  upon  this  occasion,  created  more 
real  uneasiness  in  my  breast  than  any 
other  action  of  my  life.  Nothing  ever 
brought  the    Doctor  casually   in  my 
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I,  without  his  being  accompanied 
a  train  of  ideas  as  revolting  as 
(elf.  But  to  have  him  so  painfully 
id  upon  me,  as  had  just  been  the 
y  was  more  than  I  could  well  bear. 
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CHAP.    IV. 


A  FERME  ORNEE. 

AFr£R  what  has  been  ah*eady  said 
of  both  Lady  Erpingham  and   Doctor 
Bubbleby,  it  would  be  doubting  the 
reader's  penetration,  if  I  thought  it  ne- 
cessary to  inform  him,  that  the  latter 
became    a    great    favourite    with    the 
former.     The  Doctor's   emptiness  en- 
deared  him  to   her  'ladyship.     There 
was  sympathy  between  them.  Kindred 
souls,  they  found  consolation  in  their 
mutual  vacuity. 

But  the  habits  of  the  Doctor's  life 
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liad  given  him  an  important  advantage 
over  the  Countess.  The  Doctor  had 
been  the  founder  of  his  own  fortune. 
His  intercourse  with  the  great  had  in- 
grafted a  train  of  maxims  upon  his 
mind,  to  which  he  successfully  resorted 
upon  all  occasions.  Fortune,  on  the 
other  hand,  had  pounced  upon  her 
ladyship,  a  full-grown  unweildy  per- 
sonage. The  Doctor  was  compelled, 
by  necessity,  to  think  how  he  should 
get  on  in  the  world  ;  Lady  Erpingham 
had  no  occasion  to  think  at  all ;  and  I 
will  do  her  the  justice  to  say,  that  she 
never  trod  unbidden  in  the  regions  of 
reflection.  In  character,  1  apprehend 
the  Countess  bore  a  strong  similarity 
to  many  other  patrons  of  the  Doctor, 
(myself  perhaps  included,)  who  are  in- 
cessantly in  the  practice  of  mistaking 
sound  for  sense,  and  subserviency  for 
friendship. 
Grandeur  was  now  the  Doctor's  idol. 

«>3 
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To  have  been  descended  from  an  an- 
cient and  honourable  family  would  have 
been  the  height  of  his  ambition,  but, 
Unfortunately,  the  records  of  his  an- 
cestors did  not  extend  beyond  the 
reign  of  King  John.  Peter  de  Bubble- 
bee,  as  the  name  was  then  spelt,  from 
whom  he  was  lineally  descended,  was^ 
one  of  the  barons  who  compelled  that 
king  to  sign  the  Magna  Cfaarta.  No- 
thing, however,  could  be  ti'aced  of 
Peter's  pedigree;  but  it  was  conjec- 
tured, that  the  family  derived  its  origin 
from  the  union  of  a  Roman  general 
with  the  daughter  of  Theodorie,  the 
Ostrogoth.  Here  the  Doctor  went 
rather  too  far ;  for  her  ladyship  being 
totally  ignorant  that  Theodorie  was  a 
kingly  personage,  the  worthy  Doctor 
reaped  no  advantage  from  his  regal 
descent.  Had  he  contented  himself 
with  Theodore,  king  of  Corsica,  the 
case  would  have  been  different,  and  he 
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ivoubl  have  cut  out  the  royal  Fianagan 
boUow. 

.  To  amalgamate  his  manners  ifith 
those  of  the  Countess,  the  Doctor  had 
contrived  to  dismiss  his  constitutional! 
smile ;  and  as  I  have  seen  him  walk  across 
the  lawn  towards  the  abbey,  I  could 
only  compare  his  empty  importance 
to  that  of  an  elderly  goose  at  the  bead 
of  a  brood  of  goslings.  His  venerable 
grey  hairs  were  dismissed,  and  his 
bead  was  now  surmounted  with  a  can?* 
liflower  wig.  This  la.^t  change  in  bis 
appearance  was  occasioned  by  his 
learning  that  Lady  Erpingham  always 
insitiited  upon  that  dignatorial  ap« 
pendage  being  hung  upon  the  peri- 
cranium of  her  domestic  chaplains* 
The  Doctor  was  a  most  regular  at- 
tendant at  the  levees  of  her  ladyship,^ 
but  he  knew  sufficient  of  my  disposi* 
tion  to  venture  the  acceptance  of  her 
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invitations  to  the  dinner  table. '  Witb 
Miss  Toadeater  he  was  a  tremendous 
favoarite ;  so  much  so,  that  had  Mrs. 
Bubbleby  been  dead^  I  should  have 
trembled  for  Lady  Erpingham  losing 
her  companion. 

The  conduct  of  the  Doctor  in  regard 
to  his  tithes,  had  by  no  means  shaken 
the  favorable  opinion  I  still  entertained 
of  my  new  system.  I  only  blamed  my . 
folly  in  becoming  a  prey  to  extortion^: 
I  felt  that  I  ought,  by  this  time,  to 
have  known  the  Doctor  better  than  to; 
have  left  any  thing  to  be  settled  at  an 
after-date,  or  placed  the  slightest  de- 
pendence either  upon  his  principles,, 
or  upon  his  ideas  of  justice.  Coming 
from  him,  the  demand  of  three  thou- 
sand pounds  was  moderation  itself, 
although  it  was  at  least  double  the 
most  extended  value  of  the  living.  But 
as   my   rental    was    trebled,    1   could 
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afford  to  make  a  partial  sacrifice,  par- 
ticularly as  I  conceived  some  punish- 
ment due  to  me  for  my  precipitation.  ' 
Anxious  to  watch  the  progress  of 
tfie  improvements,  my  mornings  vtrere 
usually  employed  in  rambling  about 
the  estate  ;  and  as  an  excuse  for  pene- 
trating in  every  direction,  without 
seeming  to  pry  into  what  was  going 
forward,  I  usually  carried  a  gun  on 
my  shoulder.  In  this  way  I  contrived 
to  visit  all  my  new  tenants  in  succes- 
sion, and  took  them  at  times  when  not 
expecting  my  appearance,  they  would 
be  off  their  guard,  and  1  should  see 
them  in  their  native  simplicity.  I  can- 
not say  that  the  picture  which  my 
northern  friends  presented  was  by  any 
means  inviting  ;  for  whatever  might  be 
their  management  without  doors,  there 
was  nothing  very  promising  within. 
The  farm-houses,  which,  under  my 
old  tenants,  had  looked  like  so  many 
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cottages  of  coDtenty  cleanliness,  and 
comfort,  in  the  course  of  a  f<few  weeks, 
had  been  entirely  disrobed  of  their 
neatness,  and  now  vied  with  the  pig- 
styes  in  filth  and  nastiness.  The  cbif- 
dren  were  squalid  and  half-naked,  and 
I  could  perceive  little  difference  in  ap- 
pe?LY^nce  between  the  master  and  his 
labourer.  If  a  preference  could  be 
given  to  either,  it  was  certainly  to  the 
latter,  who,  although  he  had  adapted 
a  Scotch  master,  had  not  adopted 
Scotch  manners. 

In  the  midst  of  these  disagreeable 
and  disgusting  scenes,  my  attention  was 
pleasingly  arrested  by  the  sight  of  a 
farm-house,  fitted  up,  not  only  with 
peculiar  neatness,  but  with  no  small 
portion  of  elegance  and  taste.  It  was 
OB  one  of  my  best  farms.  The  present 
tenant  had  taken  it  in  consequence  of 
the  public  advertisement.  He  was,  J 
understood,  a  gentleman  of  very  con- 
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siderable  agricultural  ardour,  who  bad 
resided  some  years  in  the  metropolis. 
Whether  or  not  he  had  tempered  bis 
agricultural  ardor  with  agricultural 
perience,  I  had  yet  to  leara. 

I  made  my  way  to  the  house, 
as  the  door  stood  open,  I  was  about 
to  enter  without  ceremony,  but  my 
hat  naturally  left  my  head  when  a  few 
paces  in  the  inside  of  the  door,  I  saw 
a  middle-aged  lady,  attended  by  two 
well-looking  young  women,  whom  I 
was  not  deceived  in  supposing  to  be 
the  good  lady's  daughters.  The  whole 
of  the  groupe  were  dressed  in  the  first 
style  of  fashion.  Had  it  not  been  for 
the  green  fields  which  surrounded  me^ 
I  should  have  fancied  myself  still  in 
London. 

The  contrast  between  what  I  bad  so 
lately  seen,  and  what  I  now  witnessed, 
placed  the  latter  to  the  best  advantage. 
I  turned  my  eyes  right  and  left  when 

D  6 


150  A   F£RMB   ORKEE. 

I  was  ushered  by  the  dame,  and  fol- 
lowed by  her  daughters,  into  the  par- 
lour. The  room  appeared  to  be  su- 
perbly fitted  up.  A  grand  pianoforte 
graced  one  side  of  the  apartment,  and 
an  Ottoman  the  other.  The  windows 
liad  been  recently  levelled  with  the 
floor,  and  opened  to  a  small  lawn, 
through  a  veranda  in  the  act  of  being 
painted.  On  the  whole,  I  thought  it 
to  be  the  most  elgantyjmt^  ornSe  I  had 
Bver  seen. 

t  I  could  not  help  expressing  my 
astonishment  at  the  amazing  alteration 
which  had  been  effected  in  the  space 
of  a  few  weeks,  more  especially  as  the 
predecessor  of  the  present  occupier, 
I  well  recollected  to  have  no  idea  of 
elegance  and  comfort  beyond  a  well- 
filled  belly,  and  a  pipe  of  tobacco. 

"  Since  Michaelmas,  Madam,"  said 
I;  "  you  have  done  wonders." 

"  Lord,  my  Lord,  why  we\e  been 
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t  it  these  four  months.  Mr.  Bei^a- 
lotte  paid  Farmer  Dobbins  I  don't 
now  how  much,  for  power  to  make 
be  honse  fit  to  be  lived  in.  Lord^  if 
our  Lordship  had  but  seen  what  a 
AgBtje  it  was  when  Mr.  Bergamotte 
nd  I  first  earned  to  it ;  you'd  ha'  been 
nrprized  indeed  how  anybody  conid 
ave  breathed  here.  But  won't  your 
jordship  take  a  seat,  and  a  bit  o'  some^ 
bing  to  eat«  and  a  glass  of  Madeira, 
r  the  like  o'  that.  As  your  lordship's 
ot  your  gun  with  you,  perhaps  you've 
eenout  long,  and  a  little  refreshment 
lay  not  be  amiss." 

I^accepted  the  proffered  seat,  but  de- 
lined  the  proffered  refreshment ;  how- 
yer,  Miss  Matilda  was  sent  out  for  it, 
Lud  soon  returned  with  a  sandwich 
equipage,  perfectly  corresponding  with 
:he  ornaments  of  the  room. 

To  have  refused  availing  myself  of 
this  act.  of  civility  and  attention^  would 
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have  been  a  breach  of  good  breeding. 
While  1  was  eating  a  sandwich,  aad 
swallowing  a  glass  of  Madeira,  the 
lady  informed  me  that  she  expected 
Mr.  Bergamotte  to  return  every  instant 
He  had   merely  gone  into  the  honte 
field,  and  as  the  ground  was   dirty> 
she  was  sore  he  would  not  go  to  a 
distance ;   and   she    hoped    I  would 
honour    them  so  far  as   to  await  his 
return,  in   order  that  he  might    not 
lose  so  eligible  an  opportunity  of  pay- 
ing his  respects  to  me,  which,  she  as- 
sured me,    Mr.  Bergamotte   was  ex- 
tremely desirous  of  doing.     I  should 
find   her   husband,  she  added,    quite 
different  from  the  country  clowns,  and 
I  should  like  him  she  was  certain. 

I  bowed  several  times  during  (he 
lady's  speech.  At  the  conclusion  of 
it,  I  mumbled  out  some  expressions  of 
pleasure  at  having  so  truly  eligible  a 
tenant  on  my  estate,  and  hoped  that 
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8d  spirited  an  example  would  have  a 
due  effect 

^  Aye,  my  Lord,  we'll  show  the 
people  what's  what.  If  they  follows 
our  example  there'll  be  some  spirit 
in  the  country-^'twill  be  worth  living 
in.** 

'^  That,  Madam,  I  can  easily  con- 
ceive ;  what  has  been  already  done  is 
a  proof  of  what  might  be  expected 
frooi  persons  of  taste  and  judgment'' 

A  most  beneficent  smile  played  upon 
die  countenance  of  Mrs.  Bergamotte ; 
and,  as  far  as  looks  could  convey  the 
feelings  of  the  mind,  the  lady  seemed 
disposed  to  make  the  most  ample  re- 
turns for  my  compliments. 

*^  Why  to  be  sure,  we  made  the  best 
of  what  we  found  here;"  said  the  lady, 
^  but  really  the*  place  is  so  confined, 
that  there's  no  treating  our  friends  as 
they  ought  to  be  treated.  If  one  have's 
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any  body  to  dinner,  why  there's  no 
drawing-room  to  take  off  the  smell  of 
the  vittals.  Mr.  Bergamotte  means, 
next  spring,  to  bnild  a  sute  of  apart- 
ments fitting  to  his  sitivation.  Matilda, 
my  dear,  show  his  lordship  the  pur- 
veyor's plan." 

While  Miss  Matilda  went  for  the 
plan,  I  looked  at  the  mother  with  9 
little  more  attention  th^U  was  perhaps 
requisite.  Probably  the  contrast  be- 
tween the  fashion  of  her  idre^K^  and 
the  vulgarity  o|  her  tong^ue,  le4  loe 
to  fix  my  eyes  more  strongly*  than  ;>^a6 
strictly  allowable  in  polite  life.  The 
lady  blushed,  and  held  down  her  head. 
She  appeared  to  have  taken  a  lesson 
from  Mrs.  Davenport,  in  her  personifi- 
cation of  a  love-sick  old  maid. 

The  heat  of  the  room  had  overcome 
her,  and  she  was  under  the  neces- 
sity of  sending  Miss  Sophia  for  her 
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amelling*  bottle,  purtesting  that  tke 
weather  was  more  like  July  than  Oc- 
tober. 

Mrs.  Bei^motte  might  have  been 
handsome  in  iier  time,  and  had  cer- 
tainly been  accustomed  to  admiration. 
But  much  as  old  women  were  the  rage, 
and  highly  as  they  were  considered 
by  the  first-rate  authorities  of  fashion^ 
I  candidly  confess  that  I  had  no  great 
inclination  to  lay  the  foundation  of  ani 
intrigue  in  the  present  instance.  Lady. 
Ifabella  Ainsworth  had,  perhaps,  sickr 
ened  me  from  pursuits  of  that  descrip-. 
tion. 

The  entrance  of  Miss  Matilda  with 
the  plan  relieved  me  from  the  dreaded 
i^ltack,  which  being  unexpected,  I 
should  have  been  at  a  loss  to  parry, 
without  giving  offence.  But  before  the 
plan  could  undergo  a  discussion,  a 
gentleman  opened  the  door  of  the  par- 
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lour,  and  was  presented  to  me  as  Mr. 
Bergainotte. 

If  I  was  astonished  at  the  appearance 
of  the  ladies,  I  was  no  less  so  at  that 
of  the  gentleman,  lie  bore  a  macb 
nearer  resemblance  to  a  modern  beaa 
than  to  an  English  fanner.  But  i  bad 
long  known  that  the  world  was  not  to 
be  judged  by  appearances. 

Gomplaints  have  often  been  macto  hf 
kMdlordsy  witbm  my  hearing,  of  the  en- 
croacfam«»t8  which  the  new  rMe  of 
f&mtm  were  continually  maktng-  ii|M» 
the  gentry ;  and  I  had  here  a  complete 
proof  of  it.  In  lieu  of  the  homely  ap- 
pearance of  a  farm  house,  with  the 
family  indulging  in  the  luxury  of  a 
chimney-corner  hung  with  flitches  of 
bacon,  here  was  a  parlour  richly  car- 
peted, and  crouded  with  furniture  of 
the  most  expensive  description.  The 
several  articles  appeared  to  be  equally 
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costly  With  those  which,  in  my  days  of 
early  extraragance,  I  had  adorned  the 
town  maosioni  whi^h  had  once  been 
Lord  Sniperhead's. 

The  farmer  himself  was  as  much 
dressed  as  his  wife  and  daughters;  and, 
although  ostensibly  employed  on  the 
business  of  his  farm,  was  adorned  for 
a  state  drawing-room.  White  silk 
stockingid,  and  nankeen  small-clothes, 
notwithstanding  October  was  com- 
pletely on  the  wane,  covered  the  lower 
man,  while  the  middle  man  was  co* 
?ered  with  a  puce-coloured  well-brush- 
ed coat ;  and  the  upper  man  was  sur- 
mounted by  a  Brutus  wig,  manufac- 
tured in  the  first  style  of  perfection. 

I  cannot  say  that  I  was  quite  satisfied 
at  seeing  a  tenant  approaching  so  near 
to  terms  of  equality  ;  but  I  comforted 
myself  that  his  evident  property  would 
secure  the  rent,  and  his  taste  for  agri- 
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cultural   pursuits  would  improve 
farm.     At  ail  events,  I  considered 
by  the  effect  of  his  example,  the  fi 
customs  of  my  Scotch  tenants  xx\ 
possibly  be  corrected. 


» .  * 
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CHAP.  V. 


RURAL  ECONOMY.' 

IE  elegance  of  Mr.  Ber^motte's 
ers  did  not  put  his  habiliments  to 
»Iush.  His  advances  were  made 
the  most  perfect  ease  and  non^ 
Hce^  as  if  he  had  been  approach- 
in  intimate  friend.  Indeed,  his 
e  demeanour  proved  him  to  be 
mghly  acquainted  with  the  rules 
ivilized  life.  I  could  have  fancied 
^If  in  Bond  Street,  and  the  person 
*e  me  one  of  its  most  finished 
gers.     I  rose  up  from  my  seat, 
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when  the  lady  announced  with  much 
ceremony, 

"  My  Lord  Crpingham,  Mi\  Berga- 
motte — " 

"  Mr.  Bergamotte,  my  Lord  Erpiog- 
ham—" 

*'  Your  Lordship,"  said  the  gentle- 
man, ''  does  my  humble  roof  the  highest 
honour.     Truly  sorry  that  at  the  pre- 
sent moment,  we  cannot  receive  your 
Lordship  in  a  style  suitable  to  your 
Lordship's  rank.    But  every  thing  must 
have    time,   my  Lord;   improvements 
are  not  completed  in  a  day.   Mrs.  Ber- 
gamotte  is   impatience  itself  for  the 
new   saloon  and  drawing-room;   and 
seems  to  think  that  all  my  attention 
should   be  devoted  to   perfecting  our 
new  residence.     But  I  tell  her  I  have 
higher  duties  to  perform.     My  farm, 
my  Lord ;  labourers  will  not  do  their 
work,  unless  they  are  properly  attended 
to.    Ploughing  here,  ditching  there-- 
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COWS  in  one  place,  sheep  in  another. 
A  life  of  action,  my  Lord,  gives  an  ap- 
petite, and  the  open  air  stimulates  exer- 
tions." 

"  Very  true,  Sir;  the  man  of  sense 
will  always  prefer  the  works  of  nature 
to  those  of  art.  The  country  is  as 
much  the  region  of  health  and  content 
as  the  metropolis  is  of  disease  and 
misery." 

"  The  country,  my  Lord,  is  every 
thing  your  Lordship  says.  There  is, 
however,  one  great  drawback  on  a 
country  life.  London  is,  to  be  sure, 
dirty  in  wet  weather,  but  then  it's  soon 
dry  again ;  but  here  one  can't  walk  in 
anything  like  pleasure,  at  this  time  of 
the  year,  without  dirtying  one's  shoes, 
and  sticking  in  the  mud.  If  your  Lord- 
ship will  believe  me,  this  is  the  third 
pair  of  shoes  and  stockings  which  I 
have  put  on  since  breakfast^  be- 
sides my  morning  dress;   and  really 
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these  are  a  shame  to  be  seen,  and  yet 
I  did  not  go  ten  yards  out  of  the  re- 
gular footway.  Since  I  have  entered 
upon  my  farm,  the  ground  has  been  so 
dirty,  that  I  have  only  been  able  to  go 
over  it  once." 

As  I  could  not  compliment  Mr.  Ber- 
gamotte  upon  the  management  of  his 
farm,   I    took  hold   of  the  only  part 
where  praise  could  be  bestowed,  with- 
out giving  utterance  to  a  palpable  false- 
/hood.    I  expressed  myself,  therefore, 
,  highly  pleased  with  the  appearance  of 
the  house,   which  I  thought  was,  even 
at  present,  replete  with  every  comfort. 
Mrs.  Bergamotte,  however,  like  a  true 
farmer's  wife,  took  to  herself  all  the 
,  honour  and  credit  of  the  domestic  ar- 
rangements.    She  considered  it  to  be 
her  post  to  make  a  suitable  reply. 

"  Dear  me,  my  Lord,"  cried  the 
dame,  **  if  you  had  but  a  seen  it  be- 
fore I  came  down.  All  the  dirty  placed 
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nrithin  sight,  as  if  they'd  been  put  there 
)D  purpose  to  poison  people.  The 
pigsty e  there,  where  the  pheasantry 
stands,  and  the  cow-house,^  just  upon 
tbe  ha !  ha !  One  could'nt  look  out 
of  window  without  being,  turned  quite 

sick." 

The  lady  made  a  pause,  for  no  other 
reason,  than  because  she  wanted  breath 
jO  proceed.  Mr.  Bergamotte  seized 
ipon  the  vacancy,  and  took  up  the 
Hscourse. 

''  Fanning,  my  Lord,  is  the  occupat- 
ion for  the  man  of  sense.  There's  scope 
ibr  his  genius — there's  scope  for  his 
soul,  let  his  soul  be  as  pomprehensire 
siS  that  of  the  great  Newton  himself." 

Mrs.  Bergamotte  had  now  recovered  * 
her  wind,  and  was  prepared  for  a  fresh' 
start.    Cutting  short  the  lecture  on  phi- 
losophy,    which  Mr.  Bergamotte    had 
just  commenced,  she  proceeded — r- 

"  Aye,  my  Lord ;  who  can  withstand 
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HH^  ^hMfnsr  of  SI  country  life.  WkoU 
be  stewed  up  where  tbey  ean^t  gist  a 
mi^utliftil  of  fresh  air  for  the  Irfe  of 
them^  And  then  the  poisovious  i^itk 
in  LonidoD.  Will  your  Lordship  step 
smd  see  mjf  dairy." 

Not  knowing  what  Mrs.  Berga- 
motDe^s  dairy  might  produce,  I  most 
respectfully  declined  the  intitation 
upon  the  plea  of  hurry.  My  time,  I 
said,  wus  limited ;  the  next  time  I  had 
the  pleasure  of  seeing  her  I  hoped  to  be 
possessed  of  more  leisure.  I  ventured 
to  obserre,  however,  that  it  was  a  for- 
tunate circumstance  to  the  world  at 
lar^e,  that  such  a  variety  of  tastes 
were  to  be  found.  Any  place,  how- 
ever dissonant  to  the  inclinations  of 
orte,  would  be  occupied  by  another, 
whose  ideas  and  feelings  were  of  a  dif- 
ferent description. 

**  But  a  town  life,  my  Lord,"  coi»- 
ti:iiued  Mrs.   Bergamotte,   "  can  only 
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e  tolerated  by  those  who  have  nerer 
een  so  fortanate  as  to  taste  the  ehanns 
t  the  coQutrjr.  How  deKghtfal  to 
be  caltivated  undersfaMlrng  to  watch 
be  seasons  as  they  pass.  To  see  the 
towing  spring,  bursting,  as  Pope  says, 
ito  birth,  followed  by  the  ripeniiig 
aminer.  And  then  to  see  the  summer 
ncceeded  by  the  golden  aotamn.  To 
ecei?e^  as  we  hatre  just  been  doing,  the 
ichest  gifts  from  the  bounteous  and 
leneficent  hand  of  nature.  Did  you 
iver  read  St.  Pierre,  my  Lord  ?" 

I  was  planet  struck.  But  as  it  was 
lecessary  that  I  should  answer  the 
ady's  question,  after  some  little  hesi« 
atioo,  which  I  intended  should  be 
aken  for  a  reflective  pause  to  consider 
vhetber  I  had  read  the  works  ef  (be 
kotbor  id  questiofi  or  not,  I  relied  in 
ihe  negative.  This  was  strictly  true, 
br  being  ignorant  even  of  his  name,  it 
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ivas  not  likely  that  I  should  have  pe* 
rused  his  book. 

**  CharmiDg  author,  niy  Lord ;  we'll 
send  it  to  the  abbey  this  afternoon. 
Your  Lordship  will  be  delighted  with 
bim.  But  as  I  was  saying  of  Nature^aod 
now  when  she  has  emptied  her  store, 
and  when,  as  the  poet  says, 

**  The  western  sun  withdraws  the  shortened  day ; 
And  huQiid  eveningy  glidiDg  o'er  the  sky 
In  her  chill  progress,  to  the  ground  ^condensed 
The  vapours  throws." 

Perfectly  satisfied  with  Mrs.  Berga- 
uiotte's  account  of  the  operations  of 
Nature,  I  addressed  myself  to  her  hus- 
band the  first  moment  I  could  decent- 
ly detach  my  attention  from  her  melli* 
fluous  language.  I  observed  to  Mr. 
Bergamotte  that  I  thought  his  dress, 
convenient  as  it  certainly  was,  rather 
too  slight  for  the  season  his  good  lady 
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Iiad  just  been  describing,  and  not  only 
for  that,  but  for  his  occupation  like* 
ivise. 

**  See  the  hardy  village  swain/^  said 
the  white  silk  stocking  farmer,  "  view 
those  sinews,  which  the  open  air  has 
so  strongly  knitted,  and  let  those  blush 
for  their  folly  who  pay  regard  to  at* 
mospheric  changes.'' 

1  began  to  doubt  whether  I  was 
wandering  in  the  regions  of  philosophy 
or  rambling  in  the  Avilds  of  Parnassus. 
I  was  certainly  not  in  an  English  farm 
house.     Mr.  Berganiotte  continued, 

**  It  is  astonishing,  my  lord,  in  a  free 
country  like  our  own,  where  every 
branch  of  science  is  so  laboriously  cul- 
tivated, and  so  eagerly  pursued,  that 
agriculture^  the  noblest  of  all, — the 
true  and  .only  source  of  our  wealth, 
let  our  politicians  say  what  they  wiU, 
•—the  very  ground- work  of  our  exist* 
ence,  should  be  so  dr^dfuDy  neglect- 
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ed.    Look  to  the  able  writings  of  that 
most  transcendant   genius  Mr.   Old. 
See  to  what  perfection  agriculture  may 
be    brought.     A  bnndred    thousand 
pounds   to  he  made  in  tw&Aj  yean 
out  of  a  mere  trifle,  only  by  improv 
ing  land  that?8  good  for  nothing.    See 
my  Lord. — Liming  so  mjucb^^Turntps 
yield  so  much.    There's  the  sum  total 
and  I  defy  any  man  to  say  that  there 
is  an  incorrect  figure  from  the  begin- 
ning  to  the  end  of  the  caiculatio».'^ 

^^  But  pray,  Mr.  Bergamotte,  will  yoi 
allow  me  to  ask  if  tiie  datum  upon 
which  those  calculations  are  founded, 
are  as  correctly  formed  as  the  calcu* 
lations  themselves  ?'^ 

'*  Most  assuredly,  my  Lord,  nothii^ 
can  possibly  be  clearer.  It  is  as  sel^* 
evident  as  that  black  is  black,  and 
white,  white.  It  would  be  a  dowBr 
right  insult  upon  a  man  pf  Mr.  Old's 
eminence  in  every  thing  that  xelates  to 
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tke  rqratl  economy  of  tbe  counjljry,  to 
suppose  (or  aa  instant  tlut  h^  Qoiild 
be  miftaJcen  in  any  of  his  prc^positi^ns. 
]0j&4J4^  there  is  the  n^vex^nopgh^to^ 
be-prak^  works  of  Mr.  M'fSstiwate. 
Here  my  liord^~-^" 

Mr.  Bergamotte  pau&ec}  for  an  in- 
stant w\xA^  be  stepped  across  the  roow 
to  a  »QiiiU  book-case,  and  took  down  a 
booik  most  superbly  bound  in  greep 
Biorocoo.  Laying  op^i  a  c<doure4 
engraving  .upon  the  table^  he  went  on$ 

«^*-^  Hene,  my  Lord,  w  wfc^f- 
withai  to  enJajrge  the  idei^s.  Cafift  your 
eyes  to  this  view  of  the  fara)-yard  fironi 
libe  boA>M.  Hene's  the  house  from  the 
&rm^yard.  Aad  then  here's  the  farm- 
yard again  £rom  the  hilL  And  see^ 
my  hoidj  here's  tbe  plan  of  the  fans»- 
yard  itself.  Finest  thing  in  the  world. 
JBvery  thing  complete-  Threshing 
mills  worked  by  watert  when  there's 

£4 
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any  water  to  work  them.     And  all  the 
out-buildings  in  papers ." 

Mrs.  Bergamotte  pulled  her  hus- 
band by  the  tail  of  his  coat,  and  re- 
garded him  with  a  severe  frown. 

"         ■  I  mean  pasteboard,  my  Lord. 
Finest  covering  in  the  world.     Econo^ 
mical  to  a  degree.     Save  a  thousand 
pounds  in  no  time.  Nothing,  my  Lord,, 
like  economy.      I  gave  this  morhinf^ 
five  hundred  and  thirty-three  pounds, 
seventeen  shillings  for  a  Merino  ram. 
That's  farming  with  s{Hrit,  my  Lord. 
You  will  see  nothing  grovelling,  mean, 
or  contracted  in  my  system.'' 

I  declared  myself  highly  pleased  at 
vny  good  fortune  in  having  a  tenant  of 
such  a  comprehensive  turn.  Then  de- 
clining to  partake  of  a  fresh  set  of  re- 
freshments with  which  the  table  had 
been  completely  loaded  by  the  young 
ladies  during  the  conversation,  1  rose 
and  took  my  leavfe.  . 
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.  I  hajrdly-  kn.9.w  ^hitt:  coDclusion .  to 
draw  from  the  strange  jumble;  1  had 
heard,  but  I  thought  that,  an  exhibi- 
tion of  8o  gentlemanly  a  tenant,  would 
have  a  good,  effect  upon*  Lady  Erping- 
ham;  and  perhaps  induce  her  at  once 
to  agree  to  my  commencing  similar 
proceedings  on  the  Erpingham  pro- 
perty. I  could  not  for  a  moment  doubt, 
tliat  .Afr.  Bergamotte's  quackery  far 
out* weighed  his  science,  but  Lady  Er- 
pingham was  not  capable  of  detecting 
his  ignorance,  and  as  his  appearance 
was  in  his. favour,  a  sight  of  him  was 
q$^lculated  to  make  a  favourable  im- 
pression. 

}  therefore  made  up  my  mind  to  in- 
vite him  to  the  abbey.  It  was  a  com- 
pliment, which  I  considered  to  be  due 
tp  a  personage  of  his  respectability, 
and  as  he  was  of  a  description  wholly 
different  from  the  rest  of  the  tenants, 
the  invitation  was  not  likely  to  create 
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.•ther  faraittm. 

I  vat  perftctly  a^ware  that  Lady 
Erptngbaoi  would  tlrtnk  bwself  hishU- 
ed    hy  my    proposing  to  adoiit  any 
tenant  to  my  table,  let  his  respecta- 
Ulity  be  what  it  wouM,  but  X  *kd  my — 
•elf  to  betieve  that  bis  mafmerii  would— 
lift  him  aibore  any  sa^h  eu&picioB.  Bdt::^ 
wiieQ  he  liad  taken  his  d^arttire,'  an  A 
had  impreaaed  her  Ladyship  with  fii- 
wraiable  ideas  of  kim,  wMeh  I  #i4  iief 
entertain  the  slightest  d^obt  would  %e 
the  case,  I  could  then  more  forcibly 
point  out  the  yast  superiority  of  my 
new  system,  producing   Mr.    Beiga- 
motte  as  a  case  in  point,  and  •sfiewing 
Uiat  one  of  the  ^eets  of  the  improve- 
ment would  be,  that  a  farmer  in  futune 
urould  become  an  cMrnam^t  to  a  draw- 
ings-room, instead  of  being  a  disgrace 
to  the  worst  sitting  room  in  the  house. 
It  struck  me  tliat  although  Mr.  Berga« 
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motte  made  more  noise,  he  wu  io  rea- 
lity as  empty  as  her  Ladyship,  and  as 
her  Ladyship  was  wholly  ignorant  of 
every  hraach  of  every  subject  in  ge- 
neraly  and  of  agriculture  io  particular, 
the  bombastic  nonseuse  to  which  I 
foresaw  Mr*  Bergamotte  would  give 
uttesrance,  would  pass  for  sterling  sense 
and  sound  experience. 

Oq  my  return  to  the  abbey,  I  found 
Lady  Erpjusgham  on  the  point  of  taking 
her  morning  airiqg.  She  was  viewing 
the  horses  with  peculiar  satisfaction, 
and  observed  that  for  the  first  time  for 
several  months  they  looked  as  they 
Oligbt  to  do.  I  handed  her  Ladyship 
^d  Jtf  iss  Toadeater  into  the  carriage, 
and  making  tbem  a  most  profound 
how,  I  went  into  the  house,  where  I 
soop  discovered  the  cause  of  her  Lady- 
«bip'«  ;9^eeable  looks.  B^r  establish- 
wsoi^  as  far  the  stable  went«  was  again 
CfmpX^%  »  stable  boy  haying  been 
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hired  tllat  very  morning.     It  must  be 
allowed  that  ber  Ladyship's  eye  sight 
iivas  remarkable    keen   to  perceive  a 
difTerence  in  her  horses,   of  v^hich  no 
one  else  could  possibly  be  av^are.    On 
'that  aiccoutit  it  might  be  imagined  that^ 
I  ran  a  great  hazard  in  exposing  Mr^ 
Bergdimotte  to  her  Ladyship's  pene- 
tration. 

ButI  was  not  dismay  ed,  and  consider- 
ed the  alccession  of  the  stable  boy  a  most 
■■'.■■       .  .     . 

fortunate  circumstance,  in  as  much  as 
it  had  promoted  her  Ladyship's  good 
liumour.  To  mend  the  matter  there 
was  still  the  scullion,  and  under  house 
maid,  as  corps  de  reserve  in  case  the 
stable  boy  should  fail  before  my  ends 
had  been  accomplished. 

That  I  might  not  lose  the  advan- 
tages of  the  present  happy  conjunc- 
ture, I  immediately  dispatched  a  ser- 
vant with  a  note  to  Mr.  Bergamotte^ 
requesting  the  honour  of  his  company 
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inner.  That  done,  I  went  to  my 
iy,  and  entered  into  a  series  of 
falations  upon  the  additional  in- 
le  which  the  Erpingham  estates 
lid  unquestionably  afford  me.  I 
ced  upon  the  affair  as  certain,  not 
^rtaining  the  sligMest  idea  of  dis- 
ointment 
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I  HAD  Bot  arrived  at  the  fall  ex* 
tent  of  my  anticipations^  when  I  was 
interrnpted  by  the  entrance  of  a  ser- 
vant, who  informed  me  that  one  of  my 
old  tenants  that  had  been]  recently 
turned  out  of  his  farm,  was  desirous  of 
seeing  me.  As  I  had  shown  that  con- 
fidence in  such  as  had  left  their  homes, 
as  not  to  require  the  payment  of  the 
rent  before  the  usual  time,  I  supposed 
that  one  of  them  had  conscientiously 
sought  me  for  the  purpose  of  clearing 


p  h»  mtflprS)  whioh  acoovdiDg  to  the 
lUMeml  bad  parMed^om  the  time  of 
ry  flmt  coiffiftg  into  pOMeMon  of  the 
itaitei^  of  leaTing  barlf  a  year  on  hand, 
nounted  to  a  year's  rent. 
A  grey  beaded  venerable  patriarch 
itered  the  room.  He  seened  care 
wm  and  desponding.  Age,  I  always 
ideratood,  to  be  attended  with  at 
ast  one  good  effect,  namely,  that  of 
MLdeniog  Ibe  feelings  against  the 
faeries  of  life,  and  thus  toking  ofi*tiie 
Ben  €i^e  of  sorrow.  In  this  instonde 
appeared  to  hare  foiled.  I  looloed 
iwards  him,  and  drew  an  involun- 
»jt  «igh,  wheal  perceiv^  that  in  tear 
jM^triokling  down'bisfunMrvred  eheek. 
tis  IMKngs  were  not  of  the  melting 
"der;  Which  made  <tfie  srtarong  expres- 
oil-  of  ^jfiet  that  marko4  his  ^ennto- 
woe  «be  fiiore'-irti^kiiigly  fbMible. 
onle  ^iMea  iMSeided  to  he  foraied  for 
le  purpose  of  conveying  to  the  be- 
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holders  an  idea  of :  unhappiness,  but 
.this  .  was  .  not  one)  of  them  ;  the  hoes 
were  harsh,  and  did:  npt  appear  J  jkelj 
to  yield  their.  $tufabord  tension  to  a 
slight  cause.  . 

After  I  had  looked  at  him  for  nUme 
few  moments,  I  requested  to  know  what 
was  the  occasion  of  my  theaaeeii^ 
him.  He  was  silent,  but  the  convul- 
sion of  the  muscles  of  hisface  plaiolf 
showed,  that  his  inward  agitation  was 
too  powerful  to  suffer  him  to  giy!&  ut- 
terance to  the  feelings  which  oppreait- 
ed  him.  At  last  his  efforts  to  speak 
were  successfuL  r   •  : 

''  My  Lord."  said  be,  ''  I  hi^i^e  p^ 
rent  to  your,  and  you  fkmily  for  forljr 
years.  My  father,  and  his  father  be- 
fore him  were  born  upon  your  estate, 
and  toiled  there  from  their  boyhood 
till  nature  confip^Ued  them  to  desist" 

^VWell,  my  g^od  £ciend,  and  what 
of  that?  Your  case  is  not  by  any  means 
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galar.  Situations  have  frequently 
scended  from  father  to  son,  till  an 
a  of  right  is  acquired.  There  hare 
»  many  cases  of  this  description, 
ne  within  my  own  knowledge,-  and 
lers  that  I  consider  equally  indubi- 
ile»  where  a  long  continued  occupa- 
Q  has  disabled  the  tenant  from  duly 
preciating  its  value.  Of  what  do  }  on 
nplain  ? 

'?  Of  ruin  I  I  have  worked  hard-^ 
«ye  paid  every  man  his  due-I  have 
raght  up  a  numerous  family,  and  I 
I  bold  to  say  that  I  have  claims 
on  your  Lordship.*' 
'*  Claims!  What  claims  can  you 
Bsibly  have  upon  me  ?  On  the  con« 
ry,  if  claims  do  exist  on  either  side, 
fy  are  most  assuredly  on  mine.  I 
I  not  aware  of  tlie  particular  farm 
a  occupied.  You  say  that  yon  have 
ioyed  it  for  forty  years,  consequent* 
for  that  long  period  you  have  been 
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itt  the  possession  of  important  advan- 
tages.    Your  rent  has  been  immock- 
raAdy  low,  and  if  you  have  not  laade 
a  proper  use  of  your  good  fortune,  it 
18.  your  fault  and  not  mine.     You  re- 
fused like  the  rest  of  those  who,  hif/oir 
tod  to  tiieir  former  prejudices,  refofled 
to  adopt  plans  Mnhich  must  iaftlliUy 
h9Lve  been  equally  beneficial  both  to 
you  and  myself.     The  rent  whidi  jtv 
)^id  bore  no  proportion  to  what  is  now 
gtvo),  and  which  sorely  yon,  w|io  veis 
aeqoaioted  with  the  scdl^  eould  hsie 
afforded  better  than  any  oCher  fiersoD. 
It  is  the  narrowness  of  your  ideas  that 
has  driven  you  from  a  situation*     I  am 
aorry  for  you,  and  indeed,  should  fed 
reg:ret    that   the  folly   of  any    indir 
vidual,  whether  I  had  ever  been  con- 
nected with  bim  or  not,  should  place 
htm  in  a  similar  condition*  You  doubt- 
less thought  that  you  were  acting  for 
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tbe  best,  and  therefore  quitted   your 
form  ■       '* 

"To  make  room  io^  a  London 
barberr' 

"  Of  whom  are  you  speaking  P* 
Of  Bergamotte,  my  successor." 
Did  yw occupy  bis  farm?'' 

As  I  asked  the  last  question  my 
Mood  rushed  up  in  my  face.  The 
abropt  entry  of  the  barber  into  the 
train  of  my  ideas,  set  them  all  in  con- 
fusion.  Although  I  only  half  listened 
t»  the  farmer,  I  cita  pretty  well  remem- 
ber (bat  be  went  op  uearly  as  follows, 
lieli^eriog  hij»  wordiS  io  a  decided,  man* 
ly,  tone. 

*'  On  ibat  farm,  I  became  the  prey 
of  y.ovr  former  sdew^rd.  I  had  given 
him  some  trifling  cause  for  taking  of<- 
fencej  and  he  aever  forgave  m^  He 
declared,  indeed,  that  he  wonld  be  my 
ruin,  and  though  that  was  not  com* 
pleted  in  his  time,  he  too  surely  laid 
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the  fonndation.  My  rent  was  con- 
tinually raised,  while  the  reftt  of  the 
farms  were  tidt  tooched,  and  every 
means  was  used  to  distress  me.  I 
often  tried  to  co'mplairt  to  your  Lord- 
ship, but  you  would  listen  to  nothing. 
But  this  is  not  all.  My  misery  was 
not  yet  sufficient.  My  son,  the  staff 
of  my  age,  and  uow  the  chief  support 
of  my  existence.  My  son,  on  whose 
labour  I  can  alone  depend,  has  fallen 
a  sacrifice  to        ■  ■  T 

*^  — — >  A  London  barber,**  said  I  to 
myself  aloud,  ^'  Heavens,  what  can  1 
say  to  Lady  Erpingham,  if  ever  sbe 
discovers  it.** 

*'  Tell  her,"  continued  he,  "  how 
her  son  has  injured  the  innocent,  tell 
her •' 

"  Of  whom  are  you  speaking,  my 
good  friend  ?*'  said  I,  half  recollect* 
ing  myself. 
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**  Of   Lady    Erpingham.      Of   the 
mother  of  your  son." 

The  barber  had  taken  such  a  firm 
possession  of  my  mind^  that  I  could 
hear  no  farther.  I  dreaded  that  all 
my  well  arranged  plans  with  Lady 
Erpingham  would  be  entirely  defeated, 
and  that  this  cursed  barber  would  spoil 
every  thing.  It  would  be  no  service 
to  forbid  his  coming,  as  independent 
of  such  a  course  being  degrading  to  me 
as  a  gentleman,  the  discovery  of  the 
barber  tenant  would,  1  fear,  make  its 
way  to  Lady  Erpingham  by  some 
means  or  other,  .So  that  at  any  rate 
I  was  apprehensive  that  this  hero  of 
powder  and  pomatum  would  mar  my 
projects. 

It  was  useless  my  talking  to  the 
old  man,  when  I  was  wholly  incapa- 
ble of  listening  to  what  he  was  saying. 
I  desired  him  to  call  to-morrow,  when 
I  would  hear  what  grievances  he  had 
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to  allege,  bat  that  he  mast  excuse  me 
now, 

•*  To-morrow,  my  Lord,  will  be  too 
late.    It  must  be  now/* 

"  Mfxsi  be  now,*'  sard  I,  as  my  p» 
sion  rose.  "  Mmt  be  now,''  I  repeat- 
ed as  I  rung  the  bell.  A  servant  eti- 
tered,  and  I  ordered  him  to  show  the 
old  man  to  the  door. 

The  old  man  cast  upon  me  a  look 
of  anger  mingled  with  contempt,  and 
then  left  the  room,  hoping  that  my 
cruelty  would  be  properly  recompens- 
ed either  in  this  wor^d,  or  in  the  next; 
an  that  my  son  would  be  as  great  a 
curse  to  me,  as  his  had  been,  as  yet,  a 
blessing  to  him. 

Happy  is  he,  who  has  no  stings  upon 
his  conscience,  and  no  regrets  for  bav** 
ing  left  uYidone  thoise  thitigs  which  he 
ought  to  have  done.  But  in  what 
street  does  such  a  mdn  live  ?  In  afl 
the  virtues  and  vieets  ttiere  is,  however, 
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gradtiated  scale  by  which  a  man  is 
it  to  measure  bis  own  actions,  and  to 
ablate  his  own  passions.  Acutene^s 
feelings  must  in  all  eases  be  r^alat- 
by  the  quantum  of  sensibility,  and 
re  no  one  can  estimate  what  that 
laatum  is  in  another,  nor  can  be 
actly  judge  of  what  portion  he  him- 
If  is  IB  possession.  That  I  did  not 
(ten  to  the  old  man  I  have  sincerely 
mented,  whenever  the  subject  has 
me  across  my  mind,  but  I  will  not 
iQch  that  it  made  so  much  impres- 
m  upon  me,  as  it  might  upon  many 
hers  whose  virtues  and  vices  were 
ion  a  par  with  mine.  Whether  it 
18  the  effect  of  disappointment,  or 
betber  it  was  the  result  of  Mttora^ 
Btrbidity,  I  will  not  pretend  to  deter* 
rae,  but  the  fact  was,  that  I  led  my- 
If  to  consider  all  past  mishaps  as 
tmedisble,  and  discarded  them  as 
<m  as  possible  frem  my  thovights. 
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I  could  have  wished  this  aflair  to  have 
been  otherwise.     I  learnt  w  hen  it  was 
too  late,  that  the  old .  man's  son  bad 
offended  Lord  Winterboarne,  by  de- 
clining to  part  with  a  favourite  dog. 
Charles   was  bent  upon    having  the 
dog,  and  was  not  nice  in  his  means  of 
obtaining  it.    In   revenge  for  the  re- 
fusal, and  to  obtain  that  possession, 
the  monster,  for  such  in  this  case  I 
must  call  him,   had  suborned  some  of 
his  servants,    and  had   procured  the 
poor  youth .  to  be  seized  under  a  war- 
rant, on  the  very  day  in  which  the  old 
man  made  his  appeal  to  my  justice. 
Upon    oath    he    was    committed  for 
poaching,  and  left  to  his  choice  of  iro- 
l^risonment  or  of  entering  into  a  con- 
demned regiment.     I  affected   to  be- 
lieve that  the  farmer's  son  W9S  guilty, 
but  circumstances  too  plainly  proved 
liim  to  be  innocent.     He  chose  the  im — 
prisonment,    and  became   an    inmates 
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of  the  county  gaol,  the  companion  of 
ieloDS  and  of  some  of  the  vilest  charac- 
ters which  the  kingdom  could  pro- 
duce. 

To  have  endeavoured  to  hare  repair- 
ed the  injustice  when  it  had  been  once 
committed,  would  not  only  oblige  me 
to  acknowledge  myself  in  the  wrong, 
but  would  have  dreadfully  exposed  the 
character  of  Charles.  Bad  at  I  felt  it  to 
be,  I  was  by  no  means  anxious  that  all 
the  world  should  entertain  the  sanie 
opinion  of  him  with  myself.  But  I 
looked  with  horror  at  the  monster  I 
9vas  called  upon  to  own  as  a  son. 

The  poor  farmer's  son  had  borne  an 
excellent  character  previous  to  his 
committal ;  but  habits  contracted  in  the 
gaol  soon  dissipated  his  good  quali* 
ties,  and  reduced  him  in  reality  to  the 
state  of  moral  degradation  of  which  he 
had  been  suspected;  thus  giving  a 
colour  to  the  first  accusation.  ' 

VOL,    IV.  F 
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Oft  his  diachfti^e  firom  oooteenmi^ 
M^iDiOtil;  friends,  or  cliani€tM,.aiid  witfr 
oMt^e  means  of  eaming  a  livdihocMl^ 
the  poor  youth  was  compeiled'  to 
a4i9|pt.tlMt  coocseof  Ike  for  wUchhe 
badi  bemt  uojustlj  pmushed..  Dmvk 
tc^d^peratioD,  hexJoaed  a  short  esxeer 
oi  kkfmny  by  the  nuirdsr  of  a  gaoie^ 
li^pg^  £»ic  which,  he  and  his  associates 
wjere  eiQecttlied*  The  bloodt  of  this^  od* 
hf9f^jf ,  jonthp  I'Sametinies  feel,  mau^ 
gm.  mj  generol  iosensibiUty,  wilt  one 
day.  he  required;  at  my  hands.. 

SbocJbed  at  the  close  of  this  tragedyt 
I  endeavoured  to  impress  upon  the 
BUadofv  Charles  the  consequeuceft  of 
what  J  termed  his  depravity.  Butmy 
eff^rto  were .  unavailing,  his  heart-was 
c^llous^  and  he  treated  the  whole 
business  with  a  horrible  levity,  turning 
aw^yfi^om  me mnd,  saying  the  fellow 
was  .born  for  a  gallows  or  he  woald 
never  have. been  hmaig^ 


B^iit  tb«'  bttl-b^  watt  np|>erm6st  iii 
Vf'  mittd','  i(bd  I  mvibt '  o^n  tbat  mj 
^AAe'WtM  alittbbf  as  naach  htittatre- 
fHr^inglny  ni$liir  associkte  atmy  tabte 
«■  Tex{MJcted-Lfledy  Erpibgham  wdtfld 
telnt^^  aecidefit  shciuld  make'kttoWa 
0'b«>r  l«dy ship  bis  r^r- quality.    But 
01 -it   would   biiVe  been  highty    in> 
lee«tabt»reTdk^  thfe  iHvittttiolD,  1  thare> 
kttk'detefttAo^  to  a^^i  fhe  cbdibi*> 
and  take  the  consequences  of  the  '&t- . 
posure.    My  courage  failed  me  every 
five  minutes,  and  it  was  with  some  di£. 
ficulty  that   I  screwed  it  up  to  the 
**  sticking  place"  as  the  time  of  dinner 
drew   near.      I  knew  that  the  Mar- 
chioness of  Haughtiford,    Lady  £rp* 
ingham's  first  cousin  by  the  mother's 
side,  notwithstanding  she  was  almost 
as  much  encumbered  with  pride  as  the 
Countess,   had  entertained    the  Mar- 
quis's tailor  at  their  magnificent  coun- 
try seat  for  a  whole  month,   during 
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which  Spip  was  noble  in  every  thing 
but  title.  But  then  the  Marquis  was 
a  little  out  at  dbows  and  a  great  deal 
in  Snip's  debt.  So  much  so,  that 
without  the  invitation,  the  Mar- 
chiopess  would  not  have  been  enabled 
to  have  procured  her  state  liveries  for 
the  ensuing  winter  campaign.  But 
then  again  the  Marchioness  had  none 
of  the  blood  of  the  Vavasours  in  her 
veins.  « 
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'  WHILE  I  was  rominating  upon  the 
approaching  dinner,  an  event  occurred 
which  Was  as  unexpected  as  it  was 
unpleasant.  This  was  no  other  than 
the' sudden  entrance  of  my  son-in-law 
Captain  Flanagan.  The  Captain,  pre- 
suming I  suppose  on  his  relationship, 
had  saved  the  servants  the  trouble  of 
announcing  him,  and  burst  upon  me 
hi  all  his  native  dignity,  unlocked  for 
ftud  unwelcome.  For  a  time  he  divid- 
ed my  attention  with  the  friseur,  and 
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had  it  been  in  my  power  to  have  got 
rid  of  one  only,  I  should  have  been 
most  undoubtedly  at  a  loss  lo  which 
the  preference  of  ejection  would  haVe 
been  given. 

•  The  worthy  Captain  had  contrived 
to  enter  into  a  composition  with  his 
creditors,  by  Yirhicb,  fpr  the  present,  he 
had  obtained  his  liberty.  By  con- 
tinual appeaj^  jtp  tl^e  gQ(i4  sense  of 
those  to  whom  he  was  indebted,  he 

hiijp  i^n  p^ini^i^,  that  w  lo<\g  ibls  t^py 
itougbt  proper  to'  |c^p  %  (a  c^fe 
^neuient  be  could  do  no^thin^  towardf^ 

IU6  mmion  of  Iii^  ^obligations.  But 
if  his  person  was  free  from  moleslatioo 
be  should  be  ej)abled  to  gain  posses* 
pion  of  bis  wife's  person  ;  her  fortune 
would  th^D  follow  as  a  matter  of 
coiirse,  and  could  be  appropriated  to 
the  use  of  his  friends.  Besides^  if  he 
should  fail  with  bis  wife,  there  was  a 
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aee  of  getting  sofnethiog  but  of  me, 
ag  that  my  pride  would  oblige  me 
atablish  him  as  a  gentleman, 
received  this  descendaDt  #f  die 
lent  kings  of  Munster  with  tl^  best 
ie  I  could  assume,  fie  aeated 
self  without  cereraony  ia  a  chair 
ictly  opposite  to  that  ia  vihidb  I 
I  placed,  and  then  told  me  that  he 
i  €ome  all  this  way  to  seek  out  his 
gage  of  a  wife,  that  liad  so  midwti- 
y  sttfiered  him  to  be  cooped  up  so 
^,  williout  coming  near  Ihrim  at  all 
II,  or  sending  him  so  inudi  as  n 
;ie  <tbihleener,  whicli,  k»oaiog4tew 
fhf  lie  levied  her^  and  seeii^  that 
lad  no  money  to  help  hsmclel^  was 
kked  thing.  Heite,  he  fasKl  inariried 
i'^ggH^  wheb  be  couM  ittw  had 
su  Giaves,  the  iitUow-chandler^s 
ow,  who  loYed  him  as  nerer  was 
ly^e,  and  bad  moraover  Itdc  ibiou- 
d  pounds  to  her  fortune^  besides  ^ 
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veil  established  shop  and  a  roaring 
trade  in  Tooley-street.  And  after  all  to 
lose  his  hopes  of  preferment  and  to  be 
tied  np  for  life,  for  what  chance  coald  he 
have  seeing  that  if  any  thing  could  have 
broken  his  wife's  heart,  it  mnst  have 
been  broke  long  ago  at  the  condition 
he  had  been  in. 

'.  I  declared  my  total  ignorance  of 
JLiady  Caroline  Flanagan.  With  her 
proceedings  I  said  I  was  wholly  unac- 
quainted, nor  had  I  either  seen  or  heard 
from  her  for  a  considerable  time.  She 
was  now  her  own  mistress,  and  I  did 
not  conceive  myself  entitled  to  inter- 
fere in  the  arrangements  she  thought 
proper  to  make  for  himself. 

The  Captain  then  requested  to  know 
where  she  was  seen  last,  declaring  his 
intention  of  following  her  to  the  end 
of  the  world,  and  beyond  that. 
^    I  should  have  cared  little  where  he 


♦  ■ 


EASE   AMD   ELEGANCE.  105 

^ent  SO  I  had  fairly  got  rid  of  him.    His 
enquiries  after  his  wife  were  succeed- 
ed by  several  questions  relative  to  her 
fortune.     I  told  him  that  I  had  no  far- 
ther information  to  give  him  upon  that 
subject,  beyond  what  he  had  already 
been  made  acquainted  with  at  the  time 
of  his  marriage.    The  money  which  I 
had  been  enabled  to  settle  upon  her, 
as  he  well  knew,  had  been  properly  se- 
cured to  her  own  exclusive  use.    She 
could  now  have  no  further  claims  upon 
me,  neither  did  I  think  myself  bound, 
as  she  had  pleased  herself  in  the  choice 
of  a  husband,  and  had  not  thought  it 
necessary  to  consult  either  her  mother 
or  myself  upon  such  an  important  step, 
to  interest  myself  more  in  her  concerns. 
The  valiant  son  of  Erin  blustered  and 
swore.     I  was  the  father  of  his  fioney, 
he  said,  or  by  Jasus  I  should  know 
who  he  was  and  what  he  was  made  of. 
He  despised  her  dirty  fortune  and  her 
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mean  connections,  that  did  not  knoi 
how  to  behave  themselves  to  a  realj^et^  - 
tleman  born.    But  that  was  no  wonde:ar 
seeing  that  they  had  no  more  gentiKty* 
obout    them    than    would  stay  in  an 

empty  snuff-box,   nor  no  more  bcMireh 

« 

of  cpmpassion  than  was  to  be  found  id 
a  wig  block. 

He  gave  some  further  account  of  bis 
wife's  family,  which  I  regret  has  escap- 
ed my  memory,  as  the  recital  of  it 
would  have  been  a  most  decisive  proof 
of  my  strict  impartiality  in  telKng  my 
story.  He  concluded  with  begging  the 
loan  of  ten  guineas  to  enable  him  to 
pursue  the  hussy  aiTd  bring  her  to  rea- 
son. 

A  demand  of  that  very  moderate 
natufe,  notwithstanding  it  was  made 
at  the  fag  end  of  a  speech  by  no  means 
^complimentary,  I  could  not  refuse, 
particularly  as  he  had  immediately  be-  - 
fore  expressed  his  determination  of  not — 
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akepjng  in  ^  ^  tilji  be  h»A  f^uBiA  bis 
rib. 

He  accompanied  th^  laat  vl^ntionQd 
determiDation    with  so   Tobement  an 
oatb,  that  I  really  believed  biin  to  be  in 
earnest,  and  under  the  iqapression  that 
there  was  a  probability  almost  amount- 
ing to  certainty  of  gettijog  rid  of  bim  so 
easily,  I  requested  hi^l  to  stay  till  the 
dinner  hour  when  I  would  lead  him  to 
Lady  £rpingbam.      I  bad  a  double 
motive  for  doing  this,  for  I  was  in  bopes 
that  his  royal  blood   wo¥bl  counter- 
balance the  low  migin  of  the  barber, 
besides  diverting  her  ladyship  s  attenr 
tion  from  her  other  guest. 

Soon  9fter  the  ringing  of  the  first  beH 
I  condmeted  the  Captain,  who  b^d  pre- 
viously adorned  Ins  person  as  £ir  as  my 
y^wdwbfi  }s,Qfi\^  allow  bim,  to  tb^ 
(^rawipg,  room«  In  a  short  ti.a>0  Lad^ 
J^ingbaig  loiade  her  appesM^^  Shie 
received  her  son-in-law  vjrith  b^r  cus* 

F  6 
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tomary  composure,  in  return  for  wbich 
he  paid  his  compliments  to  her  lady- 
ship and  Miss  Toadeater  with  his 
usu£il  grace. 

The  privilege  of  paying  compliments 
to  women  is  an  Irishman's  birth  right. 
It  is  seldom  that  he  lets  an  opportoni- 
ty  pass  of  saying  that  which  he  well 
knows  will  gratify  the  "  dear  crea- 
tures/' The  son  of  Erin  seems  to  con« 
sider  that  speaking  a  compliment  is 
talking  of  love,  and  perhaps  agrees 
with  the  Frenchman  that  talking  of  it 
is  making  it.  At  all  events,  had  the 
Captain  been  a  bachelor  and  Lady 
Erpingham  a  well  furnished  dowager, 
the  former  could  not  have  displayed 
greater  ardour  in  expressing  his  admi- 
ration  of  her  ladyship's  looks,  which 
he  was  pleased  to  say,  were  charming 
as  spring  ^nd  glowing  as  summer.  At 
the  last  word  he  hesitated.^— —Autumn 
I  imagine,  was  at  his  tongue's  end^  but 
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the  Captain  judged  rightly  that  Autamn 
^onld  have  conveyed  a  meaning,  the 
least  palateable  of  all,  to  every  female 
who  has  arrived  at  what  the  law  deter^ 
mines  to  lie  years  of  discretion. 

His  next  adorations  were    on    the 
point  of  being  paid  at  the  shrine  of 
Miss  Toadeater,  when  the  announce- 
ment of  Mr.  Bei^amotte  saved  hitn  the 
trouble,    for  on  the  entrance  of  that 
gentleman  every  eye  was  directed  to- 
wards him,   to  the  total  exclusion  of 
every  other  object.    This,  by  the  bye, 
was  not  much  to  be  wondered  at,  for 
the  gentleman's  figure  and  dress  was 
by  no  means  of  a  common  description. 
He  was  bedizened  from  head  to  foot  in 
the  first  style  of  fashionable  elegance* 
like  an  amateur  of  celebrity  or  rather  no- 
toriety, he  had  adorned  his  person  with 
paste  shoe-buckles,  knee-buckles^  and 
breast  pin.  His  brutus  wig  was  exchang- 
ed for  a  powdered  peruke,  and  he  was 
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;fj^C!geUi«r,  as  -j^  as  sUidiied  otaxfffx^ 

.dMicea  geaUeaqs^  to  tt>fi  d^WW  |t|We> 
who,  altboi;^^  bye  I^^  Muro^  Im^  ajttfli^ 
4ion  40  practical  figqcjqJltiKie,  1^  do 
<uie  A^  in  .coqvmon  >rith  ^  f^u^er.  In 

thi^  I  cb^Dced  to  1^  p,«rfec#y  liglMr  I 
Jita^  clc^scariUed  j^im  jb^  «.giei^iQ^  .^ 

pected  <]^ly  to^8«^  agentl^iu^^^^o^WM' 
.^olfl^an  VI  ^is  cQart  ^efi^  (^  j|ijp 
«}0»t  ifr^  UDe4  j»ithi»l^t(p;B^y^)!  rq^EvA- 
ed  bim  »itj||  the  sfKiD^  Iqcd^  .vl|iqb  ibie 
bad  hitbcirt^  ,co4l|iWf(j  tojMMUjr. 
i  Tb«  iio^F  ad«w<v?d  19  WJf  bis  »■ 
spects  nvitb  j(|o  siwU  fio^fiB  of .  epjp|r 
as^wraiice.  I  ^^ff^iie^  .wJtiQo  J  w^ip  i^ 
f^r  maki^ig  «  ipv«#Evr  ltf^».  tftkf  # 
.8(^  by  llbe  sidejpl  9%s  Ifoa^i^Biitf^ 
B«t  b^  bad  beea  so  Ipng  iu  the  babjJl' 
of  jy^jtiQiacy  with  nobility,  tlwt  ^  ^ 
q<mijr']fi^  to  b;^^  eyevy  spiecies  i^f  xe- 
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stndirt.  Indeed  his  manners  appeared 
to  sit  so  easily  upon  him,  that  I  b^an 
to  doubt  whedier  it  was  the  barber 
that  had  been  instrnmeotal  in  forming 
the  BoUeman,  or  the  nobleman  the 
barber. 

Mr.  Befg^moUse  soon  found  himself 
completely  at  home,  for  Miss  Toadeater 
having  casually  mentioned  the  break- 
ing of  her  scent  bottle,  he  entered  into 
a  long  and  learned  dissertation  npon 
perfumes  in  general.  It  was  wonder- 
fit),  he  said,  that  in  a  country  like  our 
own,  where  nature  had  been  so  bounti- 
ful, her  precibus  gifts  should  be  so 
shamefully  n^lected.  But  it  was 
ilefer  too.  late  to  effect  improvements. 
The  world  would  soon  be  enlightened. 
For  his  own  part  he  intended  U>  m«mi. 
fceftureallhis  own  perfumes/  and  for 
that  pnrpose  had  made  up  his  mind  to 
plant  this  autumn  twenty  acres  witb 
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rose  trees,  and  as  many  wjth  laven- 
der. 

Miss  Toadeater  requested  to  be  in- 
formed M^bether  be  iotended  tbe  whole 
of  that  quantity,  which  she  supposed 
from  his  manner  of  speaking  to  be 
pretty  considerable,  for  his  own  us^. 

**  By  no  means,  my  dear  ntadam,  I . 
am  always  at  tbe  service,  of  my  frieDds^ 
among  whom  I  .have  t)ie  honour  of 
reckoning  persons  of  the  very  first  con- 
sequence in  the  country.**  ..  ..i, 
:  Lady  Erpingham  expres8<q[d  her  sur- 
prise; that ,  sh/e*  ne^er.bad  the  boDO^i;  of 
meeting  him  [before  aqid  hoped ^  tbat  if 
accident^  should  qall  bim  to  London,  in 
the  course  of  tbe  next  winter  sbesJiAqld 
have  the  pleasure  of;  seeiqg  bim; at 
JBrpingham  house.  .  .;  : 
-'  '•>  '*  I  shall  be  proud  of  .the;hoDQwr  9f 
serving  your,  ladyship^  and  shalL^oot 
now  be,  backward  in  proving  tlie  high 
sense  I  entertain   of  your  ladyship's 
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CQQdesceDsioD  and  kindness.  Your 
Ladyship^s  orders  shall  be  most  punc- 
tually attended  to.  That  I  have  never 
before  had  the  felicity  of  receiving  your 
idyship's  commands  is  a  misfortune 
[have  always  deeply  lamented.  But 
poor  ladyship,  unfortunately,  was  al- 
eady  engaged  during  my  residence  in 
be  metropolis,  and  among  such  of  us 
IS  consider  ourselves  of  importance,  we 
nake  it  a  point  never  to  interfere  with 
lach  other." 

I  remiembered  that  Mrs.  Bei^motte 
HiUed  her  husband's  coat  on  his  men- 
ioning  his  intention  of  putting  his  roofs 
n  papers,  and  secretly  wished  that  I 
lad  included  her  in  the  invitation,  for 
[  was  thoroughly  satisfied  as  things 
itood  that  he  would  infallibly  discover 
the  barber  before  the  dinner  was  half 
over,  if  he  did  not  do  it  before  it  was 
fiatirly  commenced. 

Her  ladyship  looked  surprised  at  the 
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strange  sfneecb  which  the  barber  bed 
just  ulteted,  but  as  external  obj«et8 
nade  but  little  impression  i]fK)ii  iMr 
loipd,  Bod  as  sbe  was  ineapaUe  ofeai' 
]^a<^iiig  itwo  otqeots  at  once,  sbe  cobi* 
pletely  fei^t  ite  flibisiirdiity  on  the  ao* 
HPunosoKont  ^  the  dian^  teviog  been 

With  tbe  moflft  invkicible  asran^nee 
ih^  hmber  started  from  his  aeat^  and 
mi^  a  aiwrkincp  ak  adyalneed  towavdi 
Lady  Erpiogham  requesting theAiaMiMr 
^  h^f  la^ahip^  iiaiid.  tter  tedydbip 
sv^  a  wQSt  cwdescandik^Bnife^pMMilh 
cril  the  hamaiir  wbdch  die  ibapber  aalBed^ 
IYUA0  Cafitoin  Flanagan,  wtem  the 
imrbsr's  ioqnaoity  ihad  ^hiihcirto  ioeptia 
Ae  hack  ground,  ^etEmBoeA  the  wme 
mAee  to  Miss  Toadeater. 
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jttf paigtf att's  Mtidacfor,  ihe  ^iul 
r»at  an  admirer  of  the  laws  ^ 
jence  to  peraait  him  to  vrarp  tiM 
Kjr  at  the  diunen-table,  over  the 
ndaat  of  royally.  Her  ladyship 
f  stalked  to  the  place  at  the  head 
3  lahle,  and  instaDtly  called  upoa 
[HI  of  Mars  to  occttpy  the  chair 
her  right  hand.    As  Miss  Toad- 
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eater  supported  her  ladyship  on  the 
left,  Mr.  Bergamotle  was  consigoed 
to  •  a  seat  between  the  companion  tod 
myself.  '  .-- ..- 

The  vacant  cover  immediately  oppo- 
site the  barber,  was  reserved  for  my 
son.  As  Charles  seldom  missed  tlie 
only  meal  at  which  all  the  family  as- 
sembled, without  having  informed  me 
of  the  caase  of  his  absence,  I  enquired 
of  the  servants  the.  reason  of  his  non- 
appearance.  H$  hltd  not  been  'rten 
since  the  eak*ly'piai;  of  th)e  day;  antf 
one  of  the  footmen  told  me,  thathe'haci 
beard  Charleses  groom .  say,  that  his 
young  lord  was  first  of  all  going  upon 
some  justicing  business,  of  the  nature 
of  which  the  reader  is  already  ac- 
quainted. From  thence  lie  was  to 
proceed  to  ^  ,  where  he  had  en- 
gaged to  fight  his  bull-dog  against  a 
butcher*s  niastijBf  for  five  guineas,  play 
or  pay. 
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Hart  as  I  had  always  been  at  the 
owness  of  his  propeosities,  I  dow  gave 
lim  up  as  juncorrigible.  Bat  the  recital 
)f  the  son's  exploits  made  not  the 
lightest  impression  on  his  insensible 
nother.  To  bis  state  of  degradation 
ifae  was  perfectly  indifferent ;  and  I  am 
latisfied  it  would  have  been  of  as  little 
mseqnence  to  her,  whether  the  heir 
if  jtbe  iamily,  and  the  descendant  of 
be  Vavasours, .  had  been  the  first  gen- 
leman,  or  the  lowest  blackguard  in  the 
and,  so  long  as  her  own  establish- 
(IQiit  had  remained  untouched. 
The  dinner  was  proceeding  with 
olerable  quietness ;  probably  with 
ioeh  greater  order  and  r^ularity  than 
r  Charles  had  been  present  For  a 
ime  stillness  prevailed.  No  subject 
ras  started  that  could  afford  a  field 
OF  the  barber's  eloquence,  which  I  was 
low  satisfied  would  be  mute  upon 
point  not  connected  with  his 


iMwdOniHrfiop;  df'' bis '  tf^<  cWiiAipyi  oo 

ohiiffif  t«>>shttt)d<'  bin:  nSttHWn^  t^d^OKt^ 
iug\fi  Bat  {i  «eUM'df idtecOrtuB-IMBtia 
no  lie^tiWiAff' ti)tdtl'  F^adlt^fiQ'  i#ll»'  ^ 
vouned:  tf«tet43^'tbiii£^'b«ft»i«''-b{tal>irttlt!i 
voracityi  K^Hktb  deflfty  itfdV(i0*<kM'tte 
emjxtidMs  df  hii^/  stbttftob  <  hMi  nM  te 

thelctsatt id}t}ait«tf'bll#i«lp{Nltif«f  ' 

dinaer-tfArkl  Mr  a^'pitrnfof^ftl  WedR^j 
snd'  M$s»  To«deat«y/  WtNfi'iti  b^'be- 
btfnoaic  mas  bar  la.4fMp'*^  pd^yi^ncj^, 
w«s>  eqtftiHjF  >  utftibtraiih^  'iiif'^'tflf'  dii^ 
pli«y'-of  b«r'  vocaludiiry  iM>#M«l|:atafU 
sb0«bAno^d  td^'tnlibd  «» 'lifidtiti^  OMIlf> 
plitttifriol>tb4»«v»«et^it  b^ogi^Miii?. 

TAiit>oi9feDed>-^»~<variMi4er  ^  mMtlF- 
"  The- ti4ekr'  of'tbis    o^MMthlVtt 


fiur  beyond  what  a  persooi    who  did 
Mt  know  them,  could  possibly  bave 
sopponed.     Id  all  my  preparations,  I 
take  all  possible  pains  to  proonre  ge- 
nnine  oils ;  and  yet^  with  all  my  pene* 
tntion  and  discernment^    the:  fruit  of 
fijre-Mid-twenty  years  iuoessant  study 
a«d.  laborious  practice,   I  bave  been 
often  deceivedt  la  conseciueiice  of  fidU 
lag  under  the  displeasune  of  a  noble 
duke,  about  ten  years  ago,  for  sliding 
Upft  an- 'article  whioh*  he  positively  de- 
ebmed  to.  be  adulterated/  I  imported  a 
eensidmttble^quantity  on  my  own  ac^ 
county    and.iORGe^  thought  of  under^ 
takingajooniey  to  Itaiy^  for  thopur- 
](Mfi(  of  establishing  a  connexion  that 
<wnld.bt&tlKiroaghly  depended  upon,'' 

'' Ptay,  Ski!'  said*  Mtss  Toadeater, 
who  hadobaarved  upon4he  ooantaiaace 
Qi.hady^  Jsbrpiagfaam  A  look  of  surprize 
BKBo^ed.witbtcuriosity^^  which  she  co»« 
sidond  asaffioieDl  aatbority  to  tramk 
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gress  against  the  established  silence*- 
**  Pray,  Sir,  are  you  so  very  greats 
coDSumer  of  oils  ?" 

^'  I  flatter  myself,  Madam^  that  no 
person  in  my  line '' 

*^  Is  it  possible.  Sir,"  said  Miss 
Toadeater^  judging  that  Mr.  Bergft- 
iiiotte  was  a  farmer,  and  anxious  to 
show  her  knowledge  of  the  subject; 
^^  that  such  an  expensive  thing  can  mi- 
swer  as  a  manure  ?'^ 

Lady  Erpingham's  forehead  was 
screwed  into  a  forbidding  frown.  The 
companion  was  tongue-tied;  but  Ae 
barber  was  not  so  easily  baulked. 

**  Oh  no,  Ma'am !  there  is  only  one 
way  in  which  sweet  oil  can  be  property 
applied.  I  was  merely  observing,  that 
few  used  more  than  myself;  and  yet  I 
have  received  so  many  complaints,  and 
so  many  people  have  expressed  them- 
selves disappointed  in  their  expecta- 
tions, that  I  have  been  quite  out  of 
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leart;  and  I  know  that  several,  for 
vant  of  the  real  genuine  article,  have 
esorted  to  the  use  of  the  Russia  and 
d acassar  oils,  which  were  no  better, 
nd  if  any  thing  worse,  than  the  refuse 
f  an  oil  shop/^ 

"  Why  that's  the  oil,"  said  the  Cap- 
aiD,  '^  that  makes  the  hair  stick  to  the 
lead,  and  keeps  it  black/' 

The  barber,  with  a  look  of  eontempt, 
▼as  preparing  to  refute  the  Captain's 
assertions,  when  he  was  stopped  by  the 
;udden  entrance  of  my  son,  in  a  state  of 
lisgusting intoxication.  Charles  could 
vith  difficulty  support  himself,  while, 
with  the  assistance  of  the  chairs,  and 
the  occasional  aid  of  the  footmen's 
urms,  he  staggered  to  his  accustomed 
seat,  which  was  opposite  to  that  in 
virbich  Bergamotte  was  placed. 

The  redoubtable  barber  rose  from 
his  chair,  and  made  Charles  a  pro- 
found bow.  Charles  looked  at  him 
for  a  few  seconds,  with  a  vacant  stare, 
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and  then  reached  his-  hand  across  tbe 
table,  with-^ 


D— n  me,  if  this  is  not  a  hi§^ 
thing.   How  are  you  Bergy,  my  boy? 
Give  us  a  shake  of  y^ur  fist,  my  h^rty. 
Get  my  hair  cut  in  style  now— nobody 
here  knows  how  to  snip.     But  what 
tQ.  hr—U  are   you  doing  bene,  Bergy? 
Come  down  to  shave  dad,   or  make  a 
new.  wig  for  mam,  hey,  Bergy  ?  D— n 
n)Q,    this    is    something    like    enjoy- 
ment.     No  dining  upon  starch,  and 
W^aTiing  a  buckram  shirt — all  free  and 
easy, a^:iti  should  be.     Stay  where  you 
are,  my  lad.     I'll  just  step  out  of  the 
room   at  moment.     There's   a   choice 
spirit  withoutr^rU  bring  him  in,  and 
we'll. have  a  jolly  night  of  it.*^ 

Charles,  went  out  of  the  room  pretty 
much  in  the  same  manner  that  he  had. 
eat^red  it.  When  his  back  was  turned. 
Lady  Erpingham  cast  one  of  her  stately, 
looks  to  the  lower  end  of  the  tables 
which  absolutely  petrified  me.     My 
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yes  dropped  upon  my  plate,  atid  I 
ras  visited  by  the  same  fbelings  which 

apprehend  a  man  would  naturally 
iboar  under,  when  momentarily  ex- 
ecting  the  awful  sentence  Of  condem- 
ation  from  the  mouth  of  an  inexorable 
udge. 

The  absence  of  Charles  was  of  no 
ong  continuance.  He  speedily  re- 
umed,  accompanied  by  a  greasy  fel- 
ow,  in  a  butcher's  working-dress^ 
^hom  he  lugged  in  by  the  collar  of 
lis  coat. 

**  Here,  my  lady,"  said  he,  *•*  this  is 
Rrhat  may  be  called  a  proper  genius.  He's 
;ot  something  for  a  man  to  be  proud 
)f.  His  Marrowbone  has  beat  my 
Trencher  hollow ;  and  I'll  be  cursed  if 
Ire  is  not  the  finest  dog  in  the  king- 
dom. I  would  have  backed  Trencher 
against  the  field  before ;  but,  hang 
\iiiD,  he  had  no  chance  with  Marrow- 
bone. Come,  Calfskin,  take  your  chair. 

g3 
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I  told  you  that  you  should  have  the 
best   the    house  afforded.     Can't  say 
though  that  we've  much  beauty  to  boast 
of  in  the  parlour ;  (looking   towards 
his  mother,  and  her  companion,)  but 
there's  some  rare  bouncing  wenches  ia 
the  kitchen,  and  we  can  come  at  them 
by  and  bye.    And  now  here's  a  hun- 
dred for  Marrowbone,  which  dad  shall 
pay  you  down.     I'd  rather  have  Mar- 
rowbone than  the  finest  race-horse  ia 
the  world.     I'll  lay  an  even  fifty  hell 
pin  a  bull   with  one  of  his  fore-legs 
cut  off." 

"  Pray,  my  lord,"  said  the  butcher, 
**  let  me  go,"  "  Indeed,"  said  the  fellow, 
lODlcing  most  piteously  towards  me, 
"  indeed,*  my  lord,  it  is  not  my  fault ; 
I  would  not  have  intruded  so  for  the 
world." 

"  Sit  down,  you  snivelling  puppy— 
don't  you  see  we're  all  at  home.  Here 
bring  him  a  bumper  of  brandy,  to  give 


IMPUDENCE.  125 

him  some  pluck.  D— n  him,  he's  as 
down  in  the  month  as  if  Marrowbone 
had  been  only  second  best.  Drink  it^ 
you  turnip,  or,  by  the  powers,  I'll  send 
your  teeth  down  your  throat  upon  the 
quick  march." 

The  butcher  swallowed  the  brandy; 
Charles  then  called  for  another  chair 
to  be  placed  by  the  side  of  himself,  on 
which  he  forced  Mr.  Calfskin  to  sit 
down,  to  the  evident  confusion  of 
the  knight  of  the  cleaver,  who  cast  up 
his  eyes  to  heaven  in  search  of  that 
relief,  which  thiere  appeared  no  likeli- 
hood of  his  obtaining  upon  earth  ;  for 
Charles  still  kept  a  firm  possession  of 
his  prisoner,  and  did  not  show  the 
smallest  inclination  to  release  him  from 
hid  grasp. 

While  this  distressing:  and  almost 
distracting  scene  was  going  forwards, 
toy  eyes  unconsciously  wandered  iii 
search  of  something  that  would  yield 
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fne  consolation ;  talking  qare,  however^ 
not  to  direct  themselves  towards  ^dy 
Erpingham^  till  every  other  prospect 
had  failed.  Miss  Toad  eater  was  fixed 
and  motionless,  her  eyes  stedfastly  cast 
upon  vacuity ;  her  features  ready  to 
obey  the  signal  of  her  superior,  either 
to  smile  or  to  be  indignant.  (Qaptaiii 
Flanagan  had  dropped  l;iis  lower  j[aw, 
and  stared  with  wild  asctonishment ; 
.but  his  eyes  pjiainly  s.howc;^  his  in- 
.cmnatipp  to  join  in  ithe  fup,  if  be  d.fired. 
As  to  Bergaimotte,  h^  feaUii:Q8  ynstp 
as  stationary  as  .those  of  Miss  ToimI- 
eater,  and  betrayed  as  much  9urpri2e 
as  those  of  the  noble  Captain  ;  but  he 
differed  from  both^  in  being  apparently 
glued  to  the  bacl^  of  the  chair,  and 
in  having  his  mouth  extended  from  ear 
to  ear,  in  la  settled  but  .unmeaning  grin. 
At  la^t,  J  fearfully  |C;a,^t  my  orbs  of 
yision,?— tl)ii$)  term  I  n^aJ^  ^us^e  pf,  fiot 
from  iM^y  ,ppe|i^ftl  i^eas,  but  siini^y  be. 


oause  I  have  been  under  the  necessity 
of  so  often  pressing  *'  cfyes  "  into  my 
service,  within  the  last  half  bour;^*^! 
cast  my  orbs  of  vision,  then,  towards 
Lady  Erpingham,  and  plainly  per- 
ceived that  her  breast  was  swelling 
with  indignation. 

I  was  no  less  angry  than  her  tady- 
sbip,  although  my  vexation  arose  from 
a  ilifierent  source,  for  I  saw  that  my 
^lans  would  be  effectually  destroyed. 
It  was  my  duty,  as  the  osteimble  bead 
#f  noijr  family,  4o  resent  s«rch  a  co^nTse 
^  {Kooeediugft  i»n  the  part  of  my  son  ; 
•and  I  sternly  asked  him  how  he  dared 
4o  insult  his  mother  and  myself,  by 
such  outrageous  conduct.     I  further 
insisted  upon  his  immediately  retirirrg, 
-until  his  brain  was  freed  from  the  fumes 
of -the  liquor  he  bad  been  so  disgrace- 
fully drinking,    and    which    had   ne« 
duced  him  to  the  lowest  state  of  de- 
gradation. 
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I  was  as  bitter  as  possible  in  my 
expressions  to  Charles,  from  the  faint 
hope  that  I  might  re-establish  matters 
with  I^ady  Erpingham.  But  my  ex- 
hortation had  no  other  effect  than  that 
of  rendering  bad  worse. 

**  Insult,  my  Lord,"  said  Charles, 
starting  from  his  chair,  but  without 
releasing  the  butcher — **  if  there  is  any 
insult  in  the  case,  it  is  on  your  part. 
On  this  occasion  1  seem  to  know  better 
than  your  lordship,  what  is  due  to  the 
united  blood  of  the  Vavasours  and  the 
Erpinghams.  I  only  want  to  assort 
the  company.  If  you  expect  me  to  sit 
down  to  dinner  with  my  own  barber, 
you  cannot  grumble  at  sitting  down 
with    your   own   butcher.     Stand    up 

for    yourself,    Calfskin.     D mme, 

if  you  a'nt  as  good,    at  any  rate,  as 
that  pot  of  pomatum  over  the  way." 

This  was  too  much  ;  and  the  worst 
part  of  the  business  was,  that  the  ob* 
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nervation  of  Charles,  as  to  mutual  re- 
ipectability,  was  founded  in  truth. 
Lady  Erpingham  had  now  just  reason 
to  be  offended  with  both  Charles  and 
me;  and  if  either  of  us  was  excusable, 
it  certainly  was  not  myself.  Nothing, 
I  was  satisfied^  would  induce  her  lady- 
ship to  believe  that  it  was  not  a  pre- 
meditated insult  on  my  part. 

The  Countess,  at  the  first  mention 
of  the  barber,  had  majestically  risen 
from  her  seat,  and  marched  towards 
the  door.  Miss  Toadeater  followed 
her  example,  and  they  both  made  their 
exit. 

I  went  out  after  them,  with  the  yain 
endeavour  ofpacifying  her  ladyship,  and 
of  protesting  to  her,  that  I  was  wholly 
unacquainted  with  the  rank  of  the 
person  whom  I  had  ventured  to  bring 
to  her  table.  I  overtook  her  as  she 
was  about  to  enter  her  dressing-room 
which  was  always  sacred  from  my  un- 
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haUpwp4  W<:rusiQttj  J>fj|  |  could  g§t 
nothing  frpqfi  \^er  hnt  a  look  of  jfi- 
^al^fe  ppptempt,  fij^^  ^  word«,  '*  Tt^s 
is  yo^r  ^eptlefpa^  £^riner.  1  giye  you 
)9Yt  Wy  JqJ^ J?  of  your  new  systein." 
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CHAP.  IX. 


CONVIVIALITY. 

IN  despair,  I  returned  to  the  dioifig*^ 
[>arIour,  with  the  intention  of  closing 
this  disgraceful  scene  of  riot  and  con- 
fusion. But  it  required  a  stironger 
tuind  than  mine  to  accomplish  the  task. 
[  had  not  been  out  of  the  room  more 
Iban  ten  minutes ;  in  that  short  time^ 
iiowever,  Captain  Flanagan  had  for- 
|Otten  his  royalty,  the  barber  his  gen* 
tUity,  the  butcher  bis  vulgarity,  and 
my  son-^himself.  A  perfect  amalga* 
Hisation  seemed  to  have  Sruddenly  taken 
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place  of  their  respective  powers,  wkich 
tended    to  unite  them   in    one  social 
bond  of  conviviality.     I  left  them  in  a 
state   of    seeming  consternation,  and 
prepared  to  be  frightened  at  their  own 
shadows ;  when  I  came  back,  I  found 
that  every  particle  of  tnauvaise  hmte 
had  entirely  vanished,  to  make  way  for 
good  fellowship. 

The  dissertations  upon  bull-baiting 
and  dog-fighting  were  elaborately  en- 
tered into  by  Charles  and  the  butcher, 
to  the  great  delight  of  the  Captain. 
The  same  amusements,  which  formed  . 
the  deflight  of  my  son  and  his  friend, 
were  also  congenial  to  the  temperament 
of  the  Irishman.  Whenever  the  pro- 
prietors of  either  Marrowbone  or 
Trencher  made  an  end  of  a  tale,  Flan- 
agan had  one  ready  to  keep  up  the 
discourse.  As  to  the  barber,  the  sub- 
jects under  discussion,  as  they  wierc 
amusements  perfectly  consonant  to  the 
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lew  life  be  had  adopted,  the  recital 
^f  a  series  of  redoubtal  combats,  to- 
gether with  a  detail  of  the.  merits  of 
he  respective  dogs,  as  well  those  who 
lad  fought  and  vanquished,  as  those 
vhose  want  of  strength  and  valour  had 
exposed  them  to  be  beaten,  appeared. 
o  give  him  the  highest  satisfaction; 
^though  his  previous  ignorance  did 
lot  enable  him  to  mingle  in  the  dis* 
M)urse,  the  greatest  part  of  which  must 
liave  been  far  above  his  comprehen- 
sion. But  he  made  all  the  amends  in 
lis  power ;  and  while  he  listened  to 
the  several  narratives,  gazed  upon 
the  orator  for  the  time  being,  with  a 
Itapid  stare  of  admiration  and  astonish- 

mtot. 

Had  my  mind  been  at  ease,  and 
had  I  been  in  almost  any  other  cir- 
eainstances  than  those  in  which  I  was 
Etctually  placed,  I  should  have  enjoyed 
the  scene  before  me,  and  entered  into 
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the  spirit  of  it.  But  in  lor>kiiig  forwaid 
to  the  ruin  it  seemed  likely  to  briftg 
upon  me,  I  could  not  view  it  nitb 
comuion  patience.  To  melt  butter  in 
a  cabbage  net,  which  was  a  definitiot 
I  once  heard  of  nonsense,  would  not 
ha^e  been  more  difficult  than  to  reason 
efficaciously  with  drunken  men.  I 
endeavoured  to  apply  a  few  persitt- 
sions,  but  they  were  of  no  use.  On^ 
rectives  would  only  have  irritated. 
Seeing  that  nothing  could  be  done  in 
restoring  order,  I  wisely  left  disorder 
to  work  itself  out. 

I  have  frequently  smiled  when  the 
recollection  of  the  scene  has  cow 
across  my  mind,  and  have  regretted 
that  my  agitation  deprived  me  of  the 
power  of  impressing  it  more  strongly 
upon  my  memory.  An  observer  of 
nature,  if  he  has  no  objection  to  view 
her  in  her  homeliest  garb,  would  have 
derived     a    considerabte    portioQ  of 
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amygeiMnt  from  b^iog  a  spectator  of 
thif^  strange  assemblage ;  for,  however 
propriety  of  behaviour,  aad  a  nice  at- 
teDtion  to  the  laws  of  good  breeding 
nay  have  been  monopolized  by  the 
higher  ranks  of  society,  wit  certainly 
prefers  to  exercise  her  playful  talents 
among  those  less  favoured  by  birth 
tod  fortune. 

Angry  as  I  was,  it  was  with  the 
utmost  difficulty  that  I  repressed  a 
smile  at  what  was  passing  before  me. 
My  son  seemed  to  possess  the  art  of 
unitiug  the  most  opposite  characters, 
and  had,  in  this  instance,  completely 
ivcceeded  in  forming  a  happy  party 
out  of  the  most  discordant  materials. 
I  remained  a  spectator  as  long  as  I 
decently  could ;  but  a  sense  of  what 
was  due  to  my  own  character  and 
dignity,  compelled  me  to  retreat,  and 
I  laft  the  qusMTtetto  in  the  full  pok- 
sesfifioA  of  their  glee  and  of  the  dining* 


18(5  •    CONVIVIALITY. 

room.  In  about  two  hours  the  i^hole 
party  were  couveyed  to  bed  in  a  state 
of  insensibility. 

I  well  knew  the  effect  which  this 
unhappy  business  would  have  upon 
Lady  Erpingham ;  and  I  despaired 
entirely  of  repossessing  her  with  confi- 
dence in  my  improvements.  I  retired 
to  rest  in  a  state  of  considerable  un- 
easiness ;  and  neither  my  waking 
thoughts,  nor  my  dreams,  contributed 
towards  the  acquirement  of  tranquil- 
lity. 

When  I  rose  in  the  morning,  I  found 
that  all  my  fears,  though  not  tny  hopes, 
were  in*  a  fair  way  of  being  realized. 
Lady  Erpingham  had,  on  the  over- 
night, given  orders  that  preparations 
should  be  made  for  her  departure  from 
the  abbey.  Every  thing  was  in  a  state 
of  great  forwardness  before  I  had 
finished  my  breakfast ;  and  the  abbey 
from  one  end   to  the  other,    was  agi- 
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iated  with  a  bustle,  corresponding  to 
he  vast  magnitude  of  the  undertaking. 

Uowilling  to  trust  to  verbal  mes- 
lages,  I  wrote  a  note  to  Lady  Erping- 
lam,  which  contained  a  short  excul  pa- 
ion  of  my  conduct,  and  a  request  for 
i  personal  interview.  An  answer  was 
■eturned  in  a  similar  manner  from  Miss 
Toadeater,  in  which  her  ladyship  de- 
clined any  personal  communication, 
^nscious  that  it  would  be  an  unne- 
cessary waste  of  time  to  both  parties. 

I  then,  in  the  same  way,  desired  to 
)e  favoured  with  a  short  conference 
nrith  Miss  Toadeater.  This  was  kindly 
^nted ;  and  as  the  lady  condescended 
to  come  to  my  study,  I  ventured  to 
ingur  fovorably  of  our  meeting.  Miss 
Toadeater  heard  my  account  of  the 
unfortunate  transaction,  from  beginning 
to  end,  with  the  most  condescending 
attention,  and  without  giving  me  the 
least  interruption.     But  when  I  had 
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made  an  end  of  my  defence  of  inyself, 
she  only  confirmed  what  I  badatfiiM 
anticipa'ted.     Her  lady«hip't<  anger  at 
the  infisah  she  had  received,  Vas  wt 
to  be  i^ppeased  ;  .and   virliether  I  bad 
:beeu  in  fault  or  not,  -was  of  little  coo- 
sequence ;  for  it  was  bt^  fixed  aBd«»- 
alteralftle  deteraoi  nation,  <on  no  com* 
deration  to   be  exiposed  to  a  «ifliilit 
occui^eiiicie.    With  fltegard  te  my  fW- 
jected  im|>rovemreot,  her  lad>ysfai|i  ^ei- 
pceesed   a  liiope    that  ibey  wottU  he 
-fiiuccesfifinl ;  hot  Mids  Toadeater,  as  the 
dfgafi  of  course  of  her  laidyafaip^  Ofri* 
xikiifi,    af^peared   to    eatertaia  stroig 
doubts  of  libe  beneficial  reeiilt  wUcii  I 
expected  Irom  my  new  system. 

Thinking  that  Miss  Toadeater  wrM 
be  pleased  by  my  soliciting  ber  ad- 
vice and  sentiments  on  the  bttsiDess, 
and  when  pleased  might  insensibly 
forward  my  cause,  I  requested  to  be 
made  acquainted  witb  the  grounds  ^^ 
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ier  opinion.  She  knew  nothing  of  the 
matter;  but  as  she  found  the  barber 
nras  one  of  the  new  operators  upon  my 
aads,  there  could  be  no  hopes. 

I  endeavoured  to  make  it  mathema- 
jcally  clear  to  the  comprehension  of 
Miss  Toadeater  that  tbe  part  was  not 
Jie  whole.  To  this,  after  >ome  con- 
lidiBFation,  she  assented.  £ncouraged 
»7  loiy  essay  in  demonstration,  I  went 
Ml  to  prove  that  all  men  were  not  bar- 
be^j  and  that  althougph  the  most  com- 
plete «ystem  might  fail  in  same  of  ito 
ivboicdinate  .parts^  iiuch  failure  could 
Vfii  jhe  consid4&red  as  sax  jaipeachment 
of  Ibe  general  principles^  wluch  gene- 
ral principles  J  could  venture  tto  as- 
ier<t  had  stood  tfie  never  £aalins  test 
pf  'experience.  Besides,  I  added,  ai- 
jlowwg  Mr.  Ber;gamotte  to  have  been 
»)>ajrbei*,  there  was  no  proof  of  his 
Mcompetwc}^  to  agricultural  purs^Jits. 
I9  pupport  of  Uiis  last  argumrat  I  ad* 
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duced  several  instances  in  which  men 
had  suddenly  and  intuitively  attained 
the  highest  pitch  of  eminence  in  pro- 
fessions directly  opposite  to  those  in 
which  they  had  been  previously  train- 
ed. 

Miss    Toadeater    listened    with   a 
gravity  becoming  the  prime  minister  of 
the  Countess  of  Erpingham,  and  with 
a  look  of  a  person  who  wished  to  have  • 
it  supposed  that  they  understood  the 
question   under  discussion.     When  I 
had  made  an  end  of  luy  elaborate  ha- 
rangue the  lady  with  more  than  her 
usual  sweetness  of  manner,  declared 
herself  particularly  sorry  that  it  was 
utterly  out  of  her  power  to  enter  upon 
the  business  with    Lady  Erpingharo, 
her  ladyship  having  positively  forbid- 
den   her  to  speak  upon   the  subject. 
Miss  Toadeater,  however,  was  pleased 
to  say  that  my  arguments  were  incon- 
trovertible and  must  convince  a  seep- 
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ic.  They  had  completely  satisfied  her 
Qind  as  to  the  great  eligibility  of  my 
»laDS,  and  she  doubted  not  they  would 
lave  the  same  powerful  effect  upon 
he  mind  of  Mr.  Frill,  to  whose  deci- 
ion  all  matters  of  business  would  in 
iiture  be  left,  and  in  whose  judge- 
lent  Lady  Erpingham  entertained  the 
nost  unbounded  confidence. 

Here,  as  far  as  the  Erpingham 
estates  were  concerned,  all  my  golden 
Ireams  vanished  from  before  me,  leav- 
ng  not  a  wreck  behind.  The  attempt 
it  reasoning  with  Mr.  Frill,  could  I 
3ven  have  submitted  to  the  degrada- 
tion, would  only  have  been  the  waste 
Df  so  many  words,  and  the  loss  of 
30  much  time. 

In  the  afternoon  her  ladyship  com« 
menced  her  journey,  directing  her 
steps  towards  the  great  city.  Upon 
au  understanding  that  I  was  not  to 


142  COJfVIVIALlTY. 

take  the  liberty  of  ad  dressing  her  upon 
matters  of  business,  I  was  permitted 
tb  assist  her  in'  mounting  her  carriage.- 
When  she'  and  her  companion'  were 
seated  I  pulled  off.my  hat  and  received 
fh)m  both  a  gentle  inclination  of  tbe 
head  as  the  carriage  drove  from  ttie 
door.  Had  it  been  any  where  else 
but  at  Bingwood'  I-  should  most  un- 
questionably have  seen  her  ladjrsfaip 
at  the  devil  before  I  would  have  pot 
such  a  constraint  upon  my  inclinations. 
But  I  looked  upon  Bingwood  to  benQf 
peculiar  residence,  and  upon  Lady 
Erpingham  as  an  invited  guest.  I' re- 
solved therefore,  that  her  Istdysbip 
should  not'  have  it  in'  her  power  to 
accuse  me  of  neglecting  tbehotfodrs  of 
toy  house. 

The  departure  of  Cady  Erpidgbam, 
as  it  blighted  my  hopes  in  ottequart^^ 
enabled  me  to  bestow^' an   tindifided' 
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ttention  upon  another.      In  one  re- 
pect  it  was  a  lucky  circumstance,  for 

soon  found  the  Bingwood  estates 
apable  of  affording  me  an  ample  em- 
loyment. 

I  must    now  dispose  of  my  son's 
ompanions.       The  barber  and    the 
Hitcher  had  been  early  dispatched  to 
heir  respective  homes,  both  of  them, 
!  doubt  not,  thoroughly  ashamed   of 
^taat    had    passed.     But    the    other 
plague  seemed  iextremely  loth  to  quit 
the  good  quarters  into  which  fortune 
had  been  so  kind  as  to  throw  him. 
The  day  had  not  passed  before  I  pain- 
fully perceived  that  a  great  degree  of 
intimacy  was  fast  growing- between  the 
brothers<-in-law,    to    which    I   would 
willingly  have  put  an  end  had  it  been 
practicable. 

Captjiin  Flanagan  in  a  short  time 
becamiethe  companion  of  mry  son  in  all 
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his  pursuits.  Their  congeniality  of 
disposition  had  closely  united  tbeio, 
and  bid  defiance  to  all  my  efforts  for 
breaking  the  tie.  All  my  attempts  to 
dislodge  this  son  of  Mars,  ivithoot 
resorting  to  actual  force,  which  I  ^as 
often  more  than  half  inclined  to  em- 
ploy, proved  abortive.  Hints  he  did 
not  chuse  to  take,  and  when  I  remind- 
ed him  of  his  previous  determination 
to  seek  his  wife,  he  told  me  that  be 
entertained  such  an  immense  regard 
for  the  whole  family  that  he  could  not 
reconcile  it  to  his  conscience  to  be  so 
cruel  as  to  quit  his  brother-in-law,  when 
his  brother-in-law  seemed  so  happy  in 
his  company. 

The  consequence  of  this  conjunction 
of  royalty  with  nobility  was  that  my 
house  became  a  den  for  the  reception 
of  blackguards  of  every  description. 
The  Captain  was  a  complete  adept  in 
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cock-fighting  and  badger  baitiog,  and 
by  the  accommodations  which  Charles 
Irom  his  situation  could  command,  the 
most  eminent  professors  of  those  ele- 
gant accomplishments  were  drawn  to- 
wards Bingwood.  My  bouse  present- 
ed one  continued  scene  of  riot  and  dis- 
order, and  had  it  not  been  for  the  hope 
of  witnessing  the  realization  of  all  my 
splendid  improvements,  my  continuance 
there  would  have  been  insupport- 
able. 

Before  I  close  the  present  chapter, 
I  may  as  well  just  mention  that  at  the 
appointed  rent  day  I  duly  received  the 
arrears  from  all  of  the  tenants  who  had 
quitted  their  farms,  with  the  exception 
of  the  old  roan  whose  son  Charles  had 
been  the  means  of  ruining.  Most  of 
my  old  friends  seemed  fat,  sleek,  and 
contented.  Few  of  them  had  thought 
of  placing  themselves  in  fresh  situations, 
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and  several  of  them  had  the  impudence 
to  tell  me  that  I  should  soon  want 
them  back  again,  and  then  it  would  be 
their  turn. 
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TENDERNESS. 

HB    money  collected   together  at 
rent  day  formed  a  pretty  cousider- 

sum,  but  the  drawbacks  upon  it 
3  enormous.  Dr.  Bubbleby  visit- 
me  the  following  morning  for  the 
pose,  he  said,  of  handing  me  a  re- 
>t  for  three  thousand  pounds  on 
paying  him  that  amount.  This  de- 
id  brought  to  my  recollection  that 
ight  to  have  received  for  the  last 
PS  tithe  of  such  of  the  tenants  as 

quitted.     But  it  was  too  late.     I 
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had,  at  their  request,  ^and  to  prevent 
further  trouble,  furnished  them  with 
receipts  in  full  of  all  demands.  I  had 
nothing  to  do  but  to  sit  down  quietly 
with  my  loss. 

I  had  likewise  a  further  drain,  and 
that  by  no  means  a  small  one.    Mn 
M ^Estimate  had  already  prepared  me 
for  making  sacrifices  at  the  first  start- 
ing of  the  new  system.     Before  the  al- 
terations on  the  farming  buildings  were 
commenced,  I  had  rendered  myself  re- 
sponsible to  the  difierent  workmen,  it 
was  therefore  fair  and  reasonable  that 
they  should  be  supplied  with   money 
tipon  account.     When  to  this  source 
of  expenditure  I  added  the  amount  of 
debts  incurred  in  London  and  at  Biog- 
wood  since  my  last  settlement  with  my 
creditors,    the  remainder  was  wholly 
ifiadequate  to  support  the  current  ex- 
pences  of  a  winter  in  the  metropolis. 

Not  having  the  means,  therefore,  of 
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MirsuiDg  my  inclinations,  I  wisely  ibl* 
bwed  the  dictates  of  necessity,  and 
resolved  to  pass  the  winter  and  spring 
it  Bingwood.  The  same  cause  kept 
iiy  son  in  a  similar  situation.  Bat  as 
I  €9imtry  life  presented  so  many  more 
qiportanities  for  the  indulgence  of  his 
oir  propensities,  than  what  the  town 
soald  afford,  no  murmur  escaped  his 
ipa.  Captain  Flanagan,  his  bosom' 
liaod  and  inseparable  companion  fttiH 
lODOured  me  with  his  company,  and 
leemed  to  have  intended  that  the  lodge- 
nent  which  he  had  contrived  to  make 
ihould  be  permanent. 

The  Captain  had  always  been  a  fa- 
murite  with  Charles,  but  he  complete* 
ly  won  his  heart  by  the  purchase  of  a 
bear  from  a  travelling  showman,  which 
was  regularly  baited  every  Thursday 
afternoon  in  the  riding  house,  to  the 
great  delight  of  the  neighbouring 
blackguards  of  all  ranks,  ^nd  also  to 
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such  of  their  dogs  as  never  had  been 
honoured  with  one  of  bruin's  close  em- 
braces. 

As  I  had  very  little  taste  for  field 
sports  I  had  never  maintained  a  hunting 
establishment,  but  Charles  had  of  late 
laid  me  under  pretty  heavy  contribu- 
tions in  the  formation  of  a  stud  which 
he  prideil  himself  in  being  the  best  in 
the  county.  Both  he  and  the  Captaia 
were  never  failing  attendants  at  all  the 
meetings  of  the  ■  hunt,  and  both 

of  them  seemed  to  follow  the  chase 
with  the  greatest  avidity.  To  this,  and 
to  such  other  rural  amusements  as  came 
within  the  occupations  of  a  gentlemaD, 
I  gave  every  encouragement,  partly 
because  it  kept  them  at  a  distance  from 
me,  and  partly  because  I  considered 
that  although  every  fox-hunter  was  not 
a  gentleman,  yet  that  there  were  some 
gentlemen  who  were  fox-hunters,  and 
I  thought  there  was  a  chance,  although 
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a  distant  one,  that  Charles  might  chuse 
1)is  intimate  associates  from  among  the 
latter  description. 

The  monotony  of  my  life  was  some- 
times interrupted  by  fresh  demands 
for  buildings  or  roads,  from  some  of 
my  Scotch  tenants,  and  occasionally 
relieved  by  the  sporting  friends  of 
Charles.  With  the  neighbouring  gen- 
try I  have  already  remarked  I  had  not 
been  in  the  habits  of  intercourse,  but 
such  as  were  respectable,  I  now  wel- 
comed as  my  own  friends.  This  I  did 
with  pleasure,  as  there  were  some 
among  them  whose  example  Charles 
might  have  followed  with  great  advaii* 
tage  to  himself. 

These  visits,  it  must  be  owned, 
however,  were  not  without  their  incon- 
veniences. I  shall  just  mention  one, 
not  meaning  it  as  a  ''  sample  for  all  the 
rest,"  but  merely  as  the  most  remark- 
able which  I  can  call  to  mind.     One. 
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fine  clear  frosty  morning,  when  the 
hounds  of  the  ■■  Hunt,  as  well  as 
all  the  other  hounds  \vithin  the  opera- 
tion of  the  frost,  were  indulged  with  a 
holiday.  Sir  Timothy  Sweepstakes,  the 
principal  subscriber,  and  occasional 
huntsman  to  the  said— —  Hunt,  drove 
up  to  the  door  of  the  abbey,  in  his  cur* 
ricle,  accompanied  by  Lady  Sweep- 
stakes, who  appeared  fast  approachiug 
to  the  time  of  her  accouchement.  I 
happened  to  be  in  the  hall  as  the  ca^ 
riage  stopped,  and  went  out  to  assist 
the  lady  in  alighting.  Whether  it  was 
my  awkwardness,  or  the  lady's  care- 
lessness,  I  cannot  say,  but  her  ladyship 
contrived  to  miss  the  footing  as  she 
descended,  and  before  I  could  prevent 
the  accident,  had  rolled  upon  the  pave- 
ment. The  consequences  of  this  mis- 
hap was  a  premature  labour.  Her 
ladyship  was  immediately  carried  to 
bed,  the  doctor  sent  for,   and    every 
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thing  done  by  the  houseke^;ier  Mrhich 
our  situation  would  admit. 

In  a  short  time  Sir  Timothy  Was 
presented  with  a  son  and  heir,  and  re- 
ceived our  congratttIa.tions  accordingly. 
The  lady  was  as  wdl  as  could  be  expect* 
ed^  but  it  was  of  course  impossible  to 
think  of  her  being  removed,  fiingwood 
Abbey,  then  for  the  first  time  since  my 
birth  was  converted  into  a  nursery. 
But  this  was  far  from  being  the  worst 
part  of  the  story.  The  lady  in  the 
straw  was  incapable  of  giving  me  any 
trouble,  but  it  necessarily  followed, 
that  I  should  be  annoyed  by  the  com- 
pany  of  Sir  Timothy,  who  was  com^ 
polled  by  decency  to  pass  a  consider* 
able  portion  of  his  time,  in  the  same 
house  in  which  his  wife  was  so  pecu* 
liarly  circumstanced. 

A  week  had  scarcely  elaped  since 
ihe  delivery  of  Lady  Sweepstakes, 
when  my  son  thought  proper  to  invite 
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his  brother  fox-hunters  to  dinner,  or  as 
the  circular  summons  expressed  it,  to 
a  jollification.  This  I  apprehend  was 
done  in  compliment  to  Sir  Timothy, 
who,  as  the  frost  unfortunately  contina- 
ed,  found  the  time  hanging  very  heavily 
upon  his  hands  at  Bingwood,  and  was 
desirous  of  something  in  the  shape  of 
amusement 

The  party  was  numerous  and  seem- 
ed inclined  to  "  drink  deep  ere  they 
departed."  I  remained  at  the  table  as 
long  as  I  could,  but  was  compelled  to 
retire  from  it  on  perceiving  that  the 
whole  of  them  were  loosing  sight  of 
common  decency.  Having  given  the 
necessary  directions  to  the  butler  and 
house-keeper  to  take  care  of  such  as 
were  found  under  the  table  in  a  state 
of  beastly  insensibility,  I  went  to  bed. 

My  first  sleep  was  interrupted  by  a 
tremendous  noise  upon  the  staircase. 
In  the  apprehension  that  thieves  bad 
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again  ninde  their  appearance,  I  put  on 
my  night-gown,  and  grasping  a  brace 
of  loaded  pistols  sallied  boldly  forth 
to  ascertain  the  cause.  To  my  utter 
astonishment,  I  perceived  Sir  Timothy, 
my  son,  the  captain,  and  others,  aided 
by  a  score  of  grooms  in  different  live* 
ries,  in  the  act  of  conveying  one  of  the 
hunters,  bound  in  such  a  way  as  to 
prevent  his  kicking,  up  stairs  upon 
their  shoulders. 

On  enquiring  the  reason  of  this 
strange  proceeding,  I  was  informed 
that  Sir  Timothy  Sweepstakes  had 
laid  a  bet  with  Lord  Uasper  of  five 
hundred  guineas,  play  or  pay,  that  his 
pye-bald  hunter  should  clear  the  bed, 
which  contained  Lady  Sweepstakes 
and  the  child,  at  a  standing  leap  with- 
out doing  any  damage  to  either. 

It  was  in  vain  I  remonstrated  against 
such  an  act  of  cruelty.  I  had  madmen 
to  deal  with  who  were  deaf  to  all  my 
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persuasions.  I  appealed  to  Sir  Timothy 
ias  a  husband,  and  a  father,  but  it  was 
preaching  to  the  winds ;  Sir  Timothy 
declaring  that  five  hundred  guineas 
was  more  than  all  the  dogs  wives,  and 
brats  in  the  kingdom  were  worth.  As 
I  could  obtain  no  influence  over  the 
masters,  I  at  least  determined  to  exert 
my  authority  over  their  lacqueys,  whom 
I  commanded  instantly  to  desist,  and 
to  retire  to  the  stable  upon  pain  of 
personal  chastisement. 

But  my  interference  came  too  late. 
The  horse  was  already  at  the  head  of 
the  staircase,  and  one  exertion  more 
which  the  rascals  made  in  pretending 
to  obey  my  orders,  safely  landed  him 
on  even  ground.  Here  the  animal  was 
untied,  and  in  spite  of  my  prayers  anH 
entreaties  was  led  to  the  door  of  the 
chamber  which  contained  the  lady  in 
the  straw,  and  was  ushered  into  the 
room. 
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Here  a  new  obstacle  presented  iU 
self.  Sir  Timothy  had  engaged  that 
the  horse  should  leap  over  the  bed. 
Heallowed  the  term"^'  bed*'comprehend- 
ed  the  bedstead,  but  he  denied  that 
he  ever  meant  that  the  tester  of  the 
bed,  and  the  hanging,  should  con- 
tinue in  their  place.  Lord  Rasper, 
on  the  other  hand,  insisted  that  the 
term  hed  included  every  thing  as  it 
stood  at  the  time  the  bet  was  made. 
He  agreed,  however,  that  it  was  rea- 
sonable the  curtains  should  be  drawn 
back,  seeing  that  they  were  articles  of 
a  moveable  description,  and  the  per- 
son lying  in  bed  might  suit  their  own 
fancy  in  having  them  open  or  closed. 

The  parties  argued  this  knotty  point 
with  the  greatest  vehemence,  and  had 
it  not  been  for  the  timely  interference 
and  salutary  advice  of  Captain  Fla- 
nagan, the  argument  would  have  in- 
fallibly proceeded  from  high  words  to 
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blows.  The  Captain,  loth  that  the 
wager  should  be  undecided,  obtaiDed 
a  silence  while  he  stated  the  leading 
points  on  both  sides.  These  he  con- 
trived to  balance  with  such  equality, 
that  it  would  have  been  diifficult  to 
have  determined  on  which*  side  his 
real  opinion  Jaid.  He  strenuously  ad- 
vised that  an  end  should  be  put  to  all 
verbal  disputes,  and  that  the  removal 
or  non-removal  of  the  tester  should  be 
decided  by  the  dice-box. 

This  very  equitable  mode  of  settling 
the  dispute  was  eagerly  embraced  by 
both  sides.  Sir  Timothy  and  his  Lord- 
ship accompanied  by  Flanagan  vfewt 
down  into  the  dining-room  to  arrange 
this  preliminary,  leaving  the  rest  of 
their  friends  to  attend  to  the  horse  and 
the  lady. 

Fortune  favoured  Sir  Timothy,  and 
the  tester  of  the  bedstead  was  doomed 
to  be  removed.     The  lady  during  the 
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i^vhole  of  these  proceedings  was  in  a 
state  of  agony  difficult  to  be  described, 
but  easily  to  be  conceived.  But  the 
dreadful  state  she  was  in  did  not  make 
the  slightest  impression  on  the  two 
legged  brutes. 

In  a  few  minutes  the  tester  was 
taken  down,  and  the  room  cleared  for 
the  leap.  At  the  leading  of  the  horse 
to  the  bed-side  the  lady  fainted,  but 
all  assistance  was  positively  forbidden, 
Sir  Timothy  declaring  that  his  wife 
was  better  as  she  was,  than  if  she  had 
her  senses  about  her.  In  the  latter 
case  she  might  probably  have  frighten- 
ed the  horse  by  crying  out. 

At  a  signal  from  Sir  Timothy,  ac- 
companied by  a  crack  with  his  whip, 
the  horse  actually  cleared  the  whole 
without  touching  the  bed  in  the  slight- 
est degree,  or  doing  any  other  damage, 
except  destroying  a  magnificent  toilet* 
table,  and  demolishing  a  superb  look- 
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iDg-glasa,  for  which  I  had  paid  two 
hundred  and  fifty  guineas* 

Sir  TimothyV  shout  of  exultation, 
roused  his  wife,  and  he  now  permitted 
the  attendants  to  give  her  the  proper 
assistance.  Hoping  that  she  would 
soon  be  well,  the  tender  husband  har- 
ried  his  friends  back  to  the  dining- 
rooni^  that  he  might  further  expatiate 
upon  the  merits  of  his  hunter,  and  k- 
ceive  the  amount  of  his  bet. 

This  miracle  was  suceeded  by  ano- 
ther more  remarkable  than  the  first, 
for  Lady  Sweepstakes  actually  reco* 
vered  from  the  fright,  and  although 
she  was  for  some  days  in  the  most 
imminent  danger,  she  was  able  to  re« 
ceive  her  visitors  at  the  usual  time, 
and  was  in  a  condition  to  be  removed 
with  safety  at  the  end  of  the  month. 
Sir  Timothy  and  his  lady  took  their 
leave  of  me  with  many  thanks  for  my 
kindness,  and  many  apologies  for  ike 
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tronble  they  had  occasiosed.  Sir 
Timothy  whispered  in  my  ear  at  part- 
ial^ that  his  wife  was  game  to  tiie 
hack-bone.  The  worthy  baronet,  how- 
erer^  totally  forget,  both  the  toilet- 
table  and  the  looking-glass. 

This  occarrence  so  thoroughly 
shocked  me^  that  I  positifely  forbad 
any  more  dinner  parties  of  the  same 
deteription*  Althongh  I  was  not  ap- 
prehensive  of  a  similar  scene,  yet  I 
knew  «ot,  to  what  pitch  of  abaordity 
their  madness  would  next  drive  them« 
At  all  events^  I  determined  that  my 
house  should  not  be  the  theatre  of  such 
horrible  excesses. 

The  remainder  of  the  winter,  and 
the  first  part  of  tiie  spring  were  passed^ 
so  far  as  1  was  concerned,  in  dull  uni» 
formity.  I  took  care  that  within  doors 
every  thing  should  be  preserved  in  a 
tolerable  quietness,  and  whenever,  aa 
was  frequently  the  case,  the  Captain 
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and  Charles  were  brought  home  from 
their  drunken  revels  with  no  other 
signs  of  life  about  them  than  a  capa* 
bility  of  breathing,  they  were  trun- 
dled to  their  rooms  without  ceremony, 
and  suffered  to  remain  there  uutit 
sleep  had  restored  their  recollection, 
and  enabled  them  again  to  plunge  in 
riot  and  disorder. 

It  was  with  feelings  of  considerable 
regret  that  I  saw  the  constitution  of 
my  son  sinking  under  the  continued 
round   of  debauchery,    in  which  he 
lived,  and  from  which   it  seemed  be- 
yond the  power  of  man  to  wean  him. 
Not  that  I  entertained  any  sanguine 
expectations,  that  he  would  ever  have 
been  a  credit  either  to  me,  or  to  him- 
self,   but   there    were    many    reasons 
which  induced  me  to  be  desirous  for 
the  continuance  of  his  existence,  which 
was  necessary  to  relieve  me  from  my 
embarrassments.      Besides    my    titles 
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d  become  extinct, — a  family  of  high 
uity,  and  unblemished  reputation 
d  end  with  myself, — and  the  whole 
ly  extensive  possessions  would 
ive  upon  distant  branches,  with 
n  I  bad  never  maintained  the 
test  intercourse,  and  who,  I  well 
r,  had  always  viewed  me  with  an 
y(  jealousy,  as  the  fatal  obstacle, 
h  stood  between  them  and  their 
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CHAP.  XL 


MXeMCTATION. 

MY  spirits  since  the  fetal  departure 
of  Lady  Erpiqgbam  from  Bingwood 
bad  been  none  of  the  best;  hut  as  tfie 
spring  advanced  they  gradually  im- 
proved,  more  from,  every  passing  day 
bringing  me  nearer  the  completion  of 
my  new  system,  than  from:  any  phy* 
sical  benefit  from,  the  genial  season. 

The  rent  day  at  last  arrived,  and  I 
resolved  to  be  my  own  receiver.  The- 
first  of  my  tenants  who  made  his  ap- 
pearance was  Mr.  Bergamotte,   who 
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9iad  carefully  kept  out  of  my  way  since 
the  dinner  party.  Considering  him  as 
the  cause  of  Lady  Erpingfaam^s  dis- 
pleasure, I  cannot  say  that  I  Tiewed 
him  with  any  [extraordinary  decree  of 
complacency,  but  perhaps,  I  was  more 
in  fault  than  himself.  The  recollec- 
tion of  the  past  seemed  to  have  had  a 
similar  effect  upon  him,  for  it  had  ap- 
parently  deprived  him  of  his  conse- 
quential look,  and  he  approached  the 
table  at  which  I  was  sitting  surrounded 
with  my  official  paraphernalia  of  account 
books  and  receipts,  with  all  that 
grovelling  humility  of  deportment  to 
which  he  must  have  been  early  accus- 
tomed 

He  handed  me  vouchers  for  the  pay- 
ment of  taxes  of  every  description,  to 
an  amount  that  staggered  me.  They 
had,  be  said,  been  all  assessed  upon 
his  form.  He  further  told  me,  that  his 
bills  for  the  alterations  in  his  house 
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and  buiUiings  bad  not  yet  been  deliver- 
ed in,  but  he  should  deduct  them  from 
the  next  half  year's  rent. 

"  Buildings !"  said  I,  "  surely  you  do 
not  mean  to  charge  me  with  all  the 
foolish  alterations  you  have  made." 

"  There  have  been  no  further  altera- 
tions, my  lord,  than  what  were  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  the  suitable  ac- 
commodation of  Mrs.  Bergamotte,  my 
daughters  and  myself." 

"  What  the  saloon,  the  drawing- 
room,  the  lawn,  the  virandas!  You 
cannot  imagine,  Mr.  Bergamotte,  that  I 
shall  be  such  an  idiot  as  to  deem  them 
necessary  to  the  occupation  of  your 
farm." 

"  Such,  my  lord,  was  my  agreement 
with  Mr.  M'Estimate,  The  place,  in 
the  condition  in  which  it  appeared 
when  we  first  saw  it,  was  not  habit- 
able," 

"  You  took    tiio  farm,  Mr.   Berga- 
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motte,  io  the  state  it  was  formerly  iu. 
The  house  and  the  other  buildings  have 
been  judged  sufficient  from  generation 
to  generation,  and  I  shall  never  con- 
sent to  make  allowances  for  all  the 
kickshaws  which  you  and  your  foolish 
wife  chuse  to  set  up.  I  can  certainly 
littve  no  objection  to  your  ornamenting 
the  bouse  as  you  please,  but  I  have  a 
most  invincible  objection  that  the  costs 
and  charges  should  be  drawn  from  my 
pockef 

**  On  that  point,  my  lord,  the  terms 
of  the  lease  will  decide.  It  is  unne- 
cessary at  present  to  occupy  your 
lordship's  attention,  as  I  now  make  no 
deduction  on  that  score.  In  the  mean 
time,  your  lordship  will  find  this  to  be 
the  balance  of  the  present  account  be- 
tween us.'* 

",  I  counted  the  barber's  money,  and 
was  on  the  whole  satisfied.  The  rent 
after  all  the  deductions    were  miade. 
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was  tndre  than  double  the  amount  paid 
by  the  old  matt,  who  had  complaioed 
to  ne  af  beiii|^  rutBed.  Tbe  buildings 
once  cmnpleted  would  put  an  ead  to 
furlber  drawbacks  a  pom  that  bead, 
and  if  I  was  obliged  to  make  tbe  al- 
lowances for  Mr.  Bergamotte's  alien- 
tioQs,  I  did  net  ioiagine  that  the 
sum  would  be  very  coosideraUe;  be* 
sides,  the  house  was  certaktiy  an  or- 
nament  to  the  estate*  As  far  as  tbe 
matter  went,  I  augured  well,  for  tbe 
Scotehmea  not  beii^  incumbered 
with  Mrs.  Bergaiootte's  taste,  could 
have  no  claims  of  the  same  descrip- 
tion« 

The  next  comer  was  one  of  my 
Scotch  tenants,  who  told  me  that  be 
was  come  accor dmg  to  the  nsotice,  but 
that  he  had  little  to  say.  As  yet  be 
had  receWed  nothing  &om  his  farm. 
and  could  not,^  therefore,  be  expected 
to  pay  rent.    Such  a  ihing  in  kis  own 
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country  had  never  been  heard  of/  for 
how  was  rent  to  be  paid,  bat  by  the 
produce  of  the  ground,  and  when  did 
the  ground  bear  a  marketable  crop  in 
the  beginning  of  May.  He  had  paid 
some  of  the  cesses^  and  should  have  to 
pay  more,  and  he  dared  to  say,  whop, 
the  accounts  came  to  be  settled  after 
Michaelmas  we  should  be  about  equal, 
for  he  should  be  at  great  expences 
this  summer  in  making  roads  and 
other  proper  things  for  which  I  should 
have  to  make  him  a  large  allowance. 

I  have  suffered  so  very  severely  from 
these  northern  locusts,  that  1  am  too 
much  out  of  humour  to  attempt  their 
dialect.  Since  my  agricultural  com- 
munication with  them,  the  sound  of 
a  Scotch  piper,  the  smell  of  Scotch 
snuff,  and  the  high  cheek  bones  of  a 
Scotchman  set  me  in  a  state  of  irrita- 
tion  almost  equal  to  that  of  the  Scotch 
fiddle.    I  shall  therefore  content  my« 

VOL.  IV.  I 
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«elf  wiik  giving  their  seutiments  m  my 
aviTn  ktngiiage^  leaving  the  reader,  pa^ 
ticularly  if  ^h€;  has  participated  in  fed- 
logs  like  my  own,  to  gaess  the  rest. 

The  next  that  maile  his  entrance 
was  a^  fellow  coantryman  to  the  last 
iie  prodoced  his  accounts,  by  wbick 
it  appeared  that!  was  considerably  m 
his  debt.  He  had  paid  the  rates  and 
taxttS«Jie  had  altered  and  knprofed 
the  bwirdings,  all  of  which  he  had  co^ 
veted  widt  paper,— he  had  made  a  patrt 
of  tile  roadts  for  the  occupation  of  his 
&rai.  He  closed  his  statement  by  re* 
guesting  the  payment  of  the  balance 
due  to  him,  in  order  that  he  might  be 
enabled  to  extend  his  improvements^ 
and  carry  on  fiis  business^ 

I  dismissed  this  claimant  with  a  pro- 
mise of  enquiring  into  tlie  justice  of  his 
demand  and  of  settling  it  accordingly. 
I  suggested  to  him  the  propriety  of  his 
not  making  further  charges  against  me 
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of  the  same  de§criptk>n.  Ttrnt*  he  an- 
twered^  must  depend  oo  what  he  foapd 
to  be  necessary. 

It  is  needless  to  enumerate  the  oo- 
cnnences  of  the  day.  $ufice  it  to 
say,  that  from  not  one  of  my  northern 
tenants  did  I  receive  a  single  farthing 
of  rent*  The  excuses  for  non-pay* 
ment  were  various,  and  the  instance 
I  have  juBt  mentioned  mun  not  the 
only  one  in  which  the  landlord 
was  brought  in  a  debtor.  I  referred 
to  the  fatal  clauses  in  the  leasee, 
and  fonnd  that  I  had  made  myself 
answerable  for  every  thing  which  the 
gentlemen  thought  proper  to  demand, 
whetiier  it  was  reasonable  or  not. 

From  tlie  farms  which  had  been 
thrown  up  by  the  Scotchmen,  and 
eubaeqnently  engaged  by  credolous 
Bnglishtnen,  who,  like  Bergamotte,  had 
left  their  former  occupations,  and  de- 
serted the  needle,  the  awl,  and  the 

i2 
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comb  for  the  plough  and  the  harrow, 
I  received  the  balances  which  tbey 
allowed  to  be  due.  All  these  men 
must  of  course   have  diminished  their 

• 

capitals  to  make  good  their  payments. 
On  the  whole  my  receipts  were  not 
very  far  short  of  what  they  had  for- 
merly been,  but  they  were  subject  to 
the  half  yearly  payment  to  Doctor 
Bubbleby  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds, 
and  to  the  other  clergymen,  who  were 
satisfied  with  receiving  the  same  amount 
as  formerly. 

The^result  of  my  rent  day  was  of  a 
nature  calculated  to  put  me  somewhat 
out  of  humour  with  my  new  system. 
But  I  still  looked  to  better  times. 
These beavy  deductions,  I  was  satis- 
fied could  not  last  for  ever,  and 
must  in  great  measure  be  done  away 
with  before  the  expiration  of  the  next 
half  year. 

I  wrote  an  account   of  what   had 
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passed  to  Mr.  M' Estimate.  I  expressed 
myself  greatly  disappointed,  particular- 
ly with  my  northern  tenants.     The  sur- 
veyor, in  reply  to  my  letter,  observed, 
**  That,  it  was   impossible  for  tenants 
to  pay  such  extraordinary  high  rents  to 
thf^ir.  landlords,  unless  every    facility 
was  afforded  them  in  their  operations. 
It:  W9A  necessary  that  they  should  be 
^pished  with  ail   possible  means  of 
l^bridgjng  labour ;  and    it    was  highly 
reaN^Ouable  to  expect  that  a  total  change 
of  aystem  could  not  be  effected  without 
9Pnie,  ttrifiing  inconveniences.''  He  con- 
cluded by  saying,  **  that  the  business, 
hitherto,  had  quite  answered  his   ex- 
pectations ;  and  that  I  had  been  more 
fortunate  than  many  of  his  other  em- 
ployers, some  of  whom  had  pursued 
the  system  with  spirit  for  two  years, 
and  had  not  yet  received  a  single  half- 
penny." 

Shortly  after  harvest,    one   of  my 

I  3 
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Scotchmen  brought  me  a  plan  and 
specification  for  a  threshing  machine, 
to  be  worked  by  water.  The  cost,  he 
said,  would  be  only  about  eight  hun- 
dred pounds.  I  referred  to  his  former 
account,  and  found  that  he  had  already 
charged  me  for  the  erection  of  a  ma- 
chine to  be  worked  by  horses.  I 
therefore  refused  to  accede  to  his  de* 
mand,  alleging,  in  addition  to  its  not 
being  necessary,  that  the  situation  he 
had  pointed  out  for  the  erection  of  the 
machine  would  not  command  water 
enough  to  set  it  in  motion  for  above  a 
month  in  the  year. 

He  very  coolly  told  me,  that  as  I 
had  refused  to  erect  *^  such  buildings 
as  he  required,'  he  considered  his  lease 
as  forfeited,  and  should  throw  it  up. 
To  this  I  did  not  make  any  great  ob- 
jection, as  I  felt  assured  that  other 
tenants  could  be  easily  procured.  I 
took  no  further  notice  of  him  ;  but  the 
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west  intelligence  I  heard  was,  that  he 
had  sold  all  his  crops,  and  every  thing 
that  could  be  removed  from  the  pre* 
mises,  and  had  decamped  wiUiout  the 
ceremony  of  taking  leave,  leaving  me 
to  pay  for  all  the  buildings  and  altera* 
tione  he  had  made,  and  for  which  I  had 
previously  allowed, 

I  produced  the  rascal's  accounts  to 
the  tradesmen,  but  they  plainly  con« 
vinced  me  that  they  had  received  no« 
thing ;  and  also  proved  to  me  that  i* 
was  fully  liable  to  their  demands,  as 
I  had  given  directions  that  the  tenants! 
orders  might  be^  com  plied  with. 

I  again  wrote  to  Mr.  M^Estimate^. 
who  comforted  me  by  saying,  that  there 
were  rogues  in  all  countries,  and  he 
was  sorry  to  say,  that  Scotland  was 
not  entirely  exempt  from  characters- 
who  were  a  disgrace  to  their  fellow- 
citizens.  He  would  see  about  getting 
me  a  new  tenant  immediately,  and  was 

14 
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confident  of  succeeding.  In  the  meau 
time,  he  requested  the  favour  of  aa 
early  settlement  of  his  account,  which 
he  had  taken  the  liberty  of  inclosing. 
Mr.  M'Estimate  wasat  Biiigwood  only 
four  days,  and  bis  charge  amounted 
to  the  very  moderate  sum  of  thirtem 
hmdred  pounds  !  ! 

Z  These  things  served  only  as  preludes 
to  what  I  term  my  Scotch  misfortunes. 
Captain  Flanagan  had  become  as  ne- 
cessary to  my  son  as  Villiers  had  been 
to  myself.  He  led  him  by  the  nose  in 
every  thing ;  and  ijn  the  quality  of  his 
prochain  amt,  obtained  an  injunction 
from  the  Lord  Chancellor,  to  prevent 
my  breaking  up  the  park,  and  cutting 
down  the  timber,  conformably  to  the 
recommendation  of  M'Estimate,  and 
the  agreement  with  the  Scotchmen. 
This  involved  me  in  iaw.suits  with  the 
tenants,  who  reluctantly  gave  up  their 
prospects  of  gain,  by  being  prevented 
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from  the  immediate  cultivation  of  an 
extensive  tract  of  fresh  broke  land. 

I  was  now  reluctantly  compelled  to 
resort  to  legal  advice  and  assistance. 
The  opinion  of  council  was  obtainedj 
and  was  so  far  against  me,  that  1  was 
induced  to  get  rid  of  the  tenants  who 
had  anything  to  do  with  the  park^  by 
permitting  them  to  sell  their  property 
on  the  spot,  and  by  giving  them  bonds 
for  the  payment  to  each  of  them^  of 
a  sum  equal  to  a  yejir's  rent  of  their 
respective  farms,  at  a  twelvemonth's 
date. 

By  this  time  I  had  began  to  feel  a 
considerable  portion  of  disgust  towards 
the  new  system,  and  to  entertain  strong 
suspicions  of  the  expected  advantages. 
I  bad  already  lost  a  sum  equal  to  half 
a  year  s  income,  according  to  the  old 
rental,  and  I  began  to  fear  that  the 
next  audit  would  not  be  much  more 
productive.. 

I  5 
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When  the  hunting  and  shooting  sea* 
son  finally  closed,  the  country  begad 
to  feel  intolerably  irksome,  both  to 
Charles  and  his  prochaiu  ami.  The 
latter  again  talked  of  his  wife,  for 
whom  his  affection  began  to  revive— 
at  least  in  words.  The  Captain  fre- 
quently heaved  the  tender  sigh,  and 
exclaimed  against  the  hardiieartedness 
of  parents.  As  this  was  talking  at  me^ 
and  not  to  me,  1  did  not  think  it  worthy 
of  notice ;  but  as  I  was  anxious  to 
keep  Charles  in  good  humour,  I  agreed 
to  pay  a  short  visit  to  the  metropolis, 
and  accordingly  wrote  to  apprise  Lady 
Erpingham  of  our  intention.  Miss 
Toadeater,  by  her  ladyship's  com- 
mands, simply  informed  me,  that  our 
apartments  would  be  prepared  for  our 
reception.  I  had  given  notice  that  the 
royal  Flanagan  would  accompany  us. 
But  there  was  no  welcome  held  out  to 
him.    However,  as  his  presence  wa« 
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DOt  forbidden^  we  all  agreed  to  construe  ' 
silence  into  assent.  This  was  the  more 
reasonable  interpretation,  as  both  Lady 
Erpingham  and  her  secretary  were,  on 
all  occasions,  so  sparing  of  their  words. 
I  would  willingly  have  transferred  my 
residence  to  any  other  place ;  but  cir- 
cumstanced as  I  was,  and  continually 
reminded  by  the  state  of  my  pocket, 
of  the  absolute  necessity  of  retrench* 
ment  and  economy,  I  had  no  choice^ 
and  therefore  drove  directly  to  Erping? 
ham  House. 


S  6: 
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CHAP.  XII. 


I  DISAPPOINTMENT. 


MY  first  step,  on  my  arrival  in  Lon- 
don, wag  to  send  for  Mr.  M^Estimate. 
He  came,  and  I  explained  to  him  the 
situation  in  which  he  had  contrived  to 
place  me,  and  flatly  accused  him  of 
betraying  me   into  errors,  which   his 
experience  in  his  profession  must  have 
enabled  him  to  foresee.     His  country- 
men, I  told  him,  were  a  set  of  corrao- 
rants~they  were  never  satisiSed  ;  and 
if  their   ultimate  improvements   were 
effected^  at  all,   it  would  not  be  till 
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they  bad  drawD  every  drop  of  blood  ia 
my  veins. 

As  usaal,  I  proceeded  in  a  wrong 
coarse.  I  ought  to  have  known,  that 
to  utter  a  word  derogatory  to  any  thing, 
be  it  what  it  may,  that  derived  its 
origin  from  the  other  side  of  the  Tweed, 
is  an  allowable  cause  for  a  Scotch- 
man's! indignation.  If  the  foul  fiend 
does  not  start  within  him  at  the  time, 
it  is  only  because  the  moment  is  not 
favourable  for  retaliation  and  revenge, 

Mr.  M^Estimate  did  not  deign  to 
make  the  least  reply  to  the  charges 
which  I  exhibited  either  against  him  or 
his  countrymen,  but  preremptorily  de- 
manded the  immediate  settlement  of 
his  account ;  at  the  same  time  declaring 
that  he  would  not  degrade  himself  nor 
his  profession,  by  having  any  further 
concern  with  me,  I  might  blunder  on 
^  as  I  could,  and  if  I  ruined  myself,  it 
was  my  own  fault,  not  his. 
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**  And  this,  Sir,  you  call  an  honour- 
able mode  of  proceeding.  Yon  first 
lead  me  into  errors,  and  then  leave 
me  to  extricate  myseK  as  I  can.** 

*^  Your  lordship  will  excuse  roe,  bat 
we  can  have  no  further  communication 
together,  except  in  the  pajrment  of  my 
demand,  which,  although  I  have  no 
wish  ta  ofifend  your  lordship,  I  must 
insist  upon  faaTing  immediately  done." 

**  I  can  have  no  objection.  Sir,  to  a 
fair  remuneration*;  and  care  not  how 
soon  f  get  rid  of  such  a  scoundrel." 

**  Your  lordship  is  pleased  to  com* 
pliment,"  said  the  surveyor  with  a  ma- 
licious grin. 

"  Not  in  the  least.  Sir ;  I  giro  the 
same  unreserved  opinion  now  of  your 
<XHidnct  that  f  formerly  did,  when  I 
entertained  a  favourable  idea  of  your 
respectability  and  common  honesty," 

'^  Your  lordship's  opinions  are  all  of 
them  so  marked  with  judgment^  that 
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it  would  be  worse  than  sacrilege  to  dis- 
pute their  correctness.  But  opinions, 
my  lord,  are  not  the  current  coin  of 
this  country.  I  must  therefore  again 
call  your  lordship's  attention  to  my  de^ 
mand.'^ 

"  I  can  have  no  objection  to  that, 
Sir,  on  your  reducing  it  to  a  tenth 
part  of  its  present  amounf 

••Not  to  be  trifling  any  longer  with  youF 
lordship,  the  demand  I  have  made  is  ac- 
cording to  the  commission  I  haVle  invari. 
ably  charged.  It  is  therefore  impossible 
for  me,  my  lord,  to  make  the  slightest 
deduction ;  and  I  advise  your  lordship, 
as  a  friend,  to  settle  the  business,  to 
prevent  any  unpleasant  consequences. 
I  should  be  sorry  to  behave  totvards  a 
nobleman  in  an  unhandsome  way ;  but 
I  fear  your  lordship  will  compel  me  to 
act  in  a  manner  contrary  to  my  inclina- 
tions.'' 

I  put  an  end  to  this  conference  by 
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ringing  the  bell^  and  ordering  the  ser- 
vant to  kick  the  rascal  out  of  doors,  an 
operation  he  literally  performed. 

The  following  day  brought  me  a 
copy  of  a  writ  for  the  sum  of  thirteen 
hundred  pounds,  at  the  suit  of  Mr. 
Alexander  M 'Estimate,  and  a  notice  of 
action  for  the  assault  committed  on  his 
person  by  myself  and  servant. 

I  again  took  advice,  and  found  my- 
self in  the  wrong.  I  was  told  that  both 
actions  might  be  maintained ;  and  that 
in  all  probability,  he  would  recover 
very  considerable  damages  for  the  as- 
sault, particularly  as  juries  were  apt  to 
entertain  some  odd  notions  respecting 
aristocratical  oppression. 

My  natural  irrascibility  of  temper 
was  obliged  to  give  way  before  dire  ne- 
cessity. By  the  advice  of  my  lawyer, 
1  paid  five  hundred  pounds  into  court 
This  settled  both  the  affairs,  for  I  was 
never  afterwards  troubled  upon  either 
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case.  lo  this  way  I  have  remained  ig- 
Qorant  what  portiou  of  the  five  hondr^ 
pounds  Mr.  M 'Estimate  applied  to  the 
payment  of  his  commission,  and  what 
portion  to  the  kicks,  which  I  will  do 
the  footman  the  justice  to  say,  were 
most  liberally  bestowed  upon  his  car- 
case. 

I  bad  led  several  persons  to  whom  I 
had  become  indebted,  to  expect  the 
discharge  of  their  accounts  from  the 
piooeeds  of  my  last  rent  day.  The 
reaalt  of  that  day  had  been  far  from 
enabling  me  to  get  rid  of  my  obligations, 
and,  as  might  natnrally  be  expected,  a 
considerable  degree  of  impatience  was 
shown.  I  was  obliged  to  pacify  them 
in  the  same  way  my  father  had  formerly 
done,  by  urging  the  approaching  end 
of  my  son's  minority,  for  my  hopes  were 
by  no  means  sauguine  respecting  the 
next  audit. 
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Here  I  had  a  great  advantage  ovep 
mj  father.    Charles's  tarn  for  extra^a^ 
gance  could  not  be  supplied^  \?ithou( 
bis  acting^  as  I  shoald  direct  hinu    I 
now  made  bim  privy  to  my  intentions ;: 
and  it  was  agreed  between  ns,  that 
the  produce  of  the  Bingwood  estatea^ 
should  be  released  from  the  settlement;, 
and  tiie  lands  themselves,,  or  their  prcK 
dnce,  if  sold,,  equally  divided  between 

Captain  Flanagan  materially  assisted 
in  the  arrangements  ;  for  he  had  made 
up  his  mind  to  share  Charles's  half^ 
and  his  creditors  judged  hi»  prospects 
to  be  sufficiently  promising  to  allow 
him  a  further  time. 

I  have  no  occasion,  during  my  pre- 
sent stay  in  town,  to  make  any  mention 
of  Lady  Erpingham,  for  I  should  only 
have  to  repeat  what  I  have  said  before. 
I  shall  likewise  pass  over  many  trivial 
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ioeideotB,  aad  pniceed  at  once  to  the 
close  of  all  my  golden  dreams,  so  fieur  as 
my  aew  system  was  concerned. 

My  Michaelmas  audit  was  not  of  a 
saliire  a  whit  more  promisiog  than  that 
of  the  preceding  L^dyday.  Mr.  Ber«- 
gamotte,  as  before,  was  the  first  to 
oiUke  his  appearance.  He  tendered  me 
his  aceouats  for  his  bnilding  improve* 
mants,  inclttduig  the  new  salooa  and 
the  drawing-room*  It  would  have  been 
useless  to  have  made  any  objections  to 
tllowing  tbenit  seeing  that  I  stood 
pledged  to  the  payment;  but  experience 
has  taught  me  the  propriety  of  ascer* 
taining,  that  these  large  sums  had  been 
actually  paid  to  the  different  tradesmen 
before  I  admitted  them  as  offsets  against 
the  rent. 

The  ferme  omie  of  Mr.  fiergamotte, 
I  will  do  both  him  and  Mrs.  Bergamotte 
the  justice  to  say,  was  one  of  the  most 
elegant  byouon  I  had  ever  beheld  \  but 
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I  nevertheless  thought  it  a  tittle  hard 
to  be  saddled   with  all   the  expeDces 
iDCurred  in  the  formation  of  this  little 
earthly  paradise,  which  I  was  informed, 
l¥as  the  appellation  Mrs.  Bergamotte 
bestowed  upon  it,  just  afterevery  thing 
had  been  completed  to  her  taste,    fiat 
I  had  no  remedy  whatever  against  the 
allowance;  the  words  in  the  lease  were 
peremptory,  and  admitted  of^  no  quali- 
fication.   I  was  to  be  at  the.  expence 
of  erecting  whatever  buildings  the  te- 
nant might  require;  and  had  reserved 
to  myself  no  right  of  interfering,  either 
in  matters  of  necessity,  or  in  those  of 
inclination.    However,    as  the   barber 
professed  his  intention  of  immediately 
paying  the  remainder  of  the  rent,  I  coo- 
sented  that  the  whole  should  stand  over 
till  the  ensuing  rent  day. 

From  some  of  my  Scotch  tenants,  I 
now  got  a  little  towards  the  rent,  but 
this  1  attributed  in  a  great  measure  to 
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my  having  desired  it  might  be  express- 
ly understood,  that  I  should  no  longer 
submit  to  be  trifled  with. 

Many  of  the  tenants  urged  that  the 
ensuing  crop  would  be  the  first  by 
which  they  could  really  benefit  them- 
selves under  the  new  system,  the  fop- 
iner  being  only  to  be  considered  as  a 
course  preparatory  to  the  improved 
husbandry.  They  would  then  be  en- 
abled to  proceed  with  regularity  and 
certainty.  If  I  now  urged  them  beyond 
what  they  could  conveniently  bear, 
their  means  would  necessarily  be 
cramped,  and  they  would  consequently 
be  unable  to  fulfil  their  agreements. 

liVhatever  appearance  my  new  sys- 
tem promised^  for  I  had  promises 
enough,  I  saw  on  reflection,  no  reason 
to  be  dissatisfied  with  the  interference 
of  my  son  and  Captain  Flanagan,  rela- 
tive to  the  park.  The  letting  it  origi- 
nally had  gone  much  against  the  grain, 
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and  bad  not  M'Estinate  ineesMDll} 
wrgtd  AM  I  att¥er  shoald  hare  cooMot- 
ed  to  the  nieaftare*  Tive  rdseals  who 
lield  it,  ami  wbu  contrived  to  mdke  a 
pvey  of  me  on  my  iwatbilitf  to  adhere 
to  the  covenants  on  Wf  part^  I  seirt  to 
the  dw\\,  oomtor^kxg  nvyiseitf  (bait  it  ma 
a  ^  good  riifaiancd  of  bad  rnbbiab."-^ 
I  eboidd  kideed  hav«  forgotten  tbeai 
entirely  had  it  not  beem  lor  thoae  emaed 
tfamga  catted  bocids^  which  I  bad  pwk 
to  free  myself  from  their  clutches^  and 
whieh  had  new  only  a;  few  Montha:  to 
^pse  b^bre  they  became  diite. 

With  considerable  labour  and  ex- 
pence,  the  sods  which  had  been  tiitned 
ap  were  replaced  as  well  as  diey  could 
be  in  their  former  position^  A  fresh 
stock  of  deer  were  procured  aod  the 
park  in  a  short  time  began  to  resume 
ks  fonanr  appearance. 
f  The  next  rent  day  fully  exposed  the 
fidiacy  of  my  scheines  for  the  .iiiipro¥e* 
ment  of  my  income,  and  left  me  more 
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Dfolved  than  ever.  At  the  in?itatioQ 
if  Lady  ErpiDgham  I  had  attended  her 
It  ker  residence,  for  the  Easter  hoK- 
lays,  and  did  not  get  to  Bingwood 
intil  within  a  week  of  the  day  appoinlr 
Mi  for  receiving  the  rents. 

The  storm  now  broke  upon  me.  Not 
yne  of  my  Scotch  tenants  were  remain* 
ing.  Every  one  of  them  had  disposed 
df  all  their  moveable  effects.  The  pro- 
duce of  the  last  harvest,  their  cattle, 
fnmiture,  and  effects  of  every  deserip- 
tion  were  gone,  and  I  had  to  take  pos- 
session of  a  complete  desert.  Land 
exhausted  by  over-cultivation,  and 
buildings,  notwithsanding  pretended 
repairs,  in  a  state  of  delapidation,  were 
every  thing  that  remained  to  reimburse 
ne  fi>r  the  loss  of  rent,  and  to  meet  the 
several  demands  for  rates  and  taxes, 
which  came  pouring  in  upon  me  is  idl 
directions.  The  tradesmen  remained 
wipaid,  and  my  whole  estate  presnted 
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one  scene  of  ruin  and  desolation,  spur^ 
ingiy  interspersed  with  the  marks  of 
industry  among  a  few  of  the  old  ten- 
ants whom  it  had  hot  been  in  my  power 
to  disturb,  and  partially  adorned  with 
the  glittering  ornaments  which  Mr. 
Bergamotte  had  stuck  up  in  every  part 
of  his  farm. 

I  The  day  preceding  that  on  which 
the  rents  were  to  have  been  paid,  I 
learnt  that  an  execution,  which  had 
been  long  hanging,  over  Mr.  Berga- 
niotte's  head,  had  been  put  in  force, 
and  that  all  his  property  was  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  the  sheriff  or  his  de- 
puties. The  upholsterer  who  had  so  su- 
perbly furnished  this  magnificent  bijou, 
had  been  induced  to  trust  his  goods 
under  the  impression  that  Mr.  Berga- 
motte had  left  off  business  with  a  for- 
tune,  which  had  been  scraped  out  of 
pomatum  and  lavender,  and  had  retired 
to  spend  the  rest  of  his   days  in  the 
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tranquil  enjoyments  of  rural  fieclusion. 
The  upholsterer  had  been  pat  off  from 
time  to  time  with  excuses,  but  as  soon 
as  he  iearnt  the  source  from  which  his 
debtor  expected  to  derive  the  means  of 
satisfying  the  demand,  he  commenced 
those  proceedings  which  led  to  the 
close  of  poor  Bergamotte's  agricultural 
career. 

It  was  needless  to  stand  upon  further 
ceremony.  Forbearance  could  be  of 
no  service  to  any  one  but  the  uphol- 
sterer. 1  therefore  saved  what  I  pos- 
sibly could,  and  in  my  capacity  of 
landlord  distrained  over  every  thing 
upon  the  farm  to  the  entire  supercession 
of  the  upholsterer's  prior  claim.  The 
every  thing,  however,  when  exposed  to 
the  hammer  went  but  a  little  way  to- 
wards the  extinction  of  the  arrears  of 
rent 

P<K)r  Bergamotte,  like  myself,  had 
become  enamoured  of  the  new  system. 

VOL.   IV.  K 
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The  great  gaius  of  the  fanners  had  beeu 
so  often  commented  upon  in  the  public 
prints^  and  the  enormous  profits  of 
farming  under  the  improved  system, 
had  been  so  flamingl/and  so  eloquent- 
ly set  forth  in  the  publications  of  Mr» 
M* Estimate,  that  the  whole  soul  of  the 
poor  barber  and  his  wife  was  set  upon 
a  farm.  In  a  farm  how  was  it  pos^sible 
for  them  to  fail  in  the  rapid  accumula- 
tion of  a  fortune?  Did  not  many  farmers 
now  keep  their  carriages,  drink  their 
wine,  and  carry  their  heads  as  high  or 
higher  than  the  gentry?  And  how 
could  all  this  be  accomplished  unless 
bank  notes  issued  almost  spontaneous- 
ly from  the  land? 

The  sale  of  his  stock  of  perfumery, 
wigs,  and  combs,  togetlier  with  the  col- 
lection of  his  outstanding  debts,  had 
enabled  the  barber  to  scrape  up  a  lit- 
tle money  for  his  outset.  Clear  of  the 
world,  and  with  a  few  hundred  pounds 
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in  his  pocket  he  had  taken  my  hxm  at 
Ibe  recommendation  of  his  magnus 
Apollo^  Mr.  M'Estimate,  who  knew  as 
little  of  his  real  circumstances  as  the 
upholsterer,  and  instead  of  retiring  into 
the  country  to  enjoy  a  competency  al« 
ready  procured,  he  was  infatuated  with 
the  hope  of  gaining  an  ample  fortune 
by  a  pursuit  wholly  strange  to  him^ 
and  for  which  he  was  in  no  respect 
whatever  calculated. 

I  felt  for  the  poor  deluded  man,  but  it 
was  wholly  out  of  my  power  to  befriend 
him,,  had  I  been  so  inclined.  Therie 
was  a  certain  degree  of  sympathy  be- 
tween us.  We  had  been  equally  the 
dupes  of  an  empty  conceited  quack. 
Unlike  the  prudent  who  live  within 
their  means,  poor  Bei^amotte  and  his 
family  had  lived  up  to  their  e^eclo- 
ii(ni$^  which  were  of  the  most  sai^uine 
description.  While  money  or  credit 
could  be  procured,  his  wife  and  daugh- 
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ters  indulged  in  all  the  luxuries  of  life, 
and  at  the  termination  of  his  agricul- 
tural campaign,  the  poor  man  found 
himself  several  thousand  pounds  in 
debt.  I  sincerely  pitied  him,  for  the 
new  system  had  not  left  me  in  a  much 
better  state,  allowing  for  the  great  dis- 
proportion in  our  situations.  My  per- 
son  was  fortunately  sacred,  bnt  poor 
Bergamotte  made  a  rapid  transition 
from  his  ferme  omSe  to  the  county 
gaol. 

I  was  pleased  that  Lady  Erpingham 
continued  in  ingnorance  of  these  un- 
happy transactions.  Not  that  I  ap- 
prehended  I  should  have  heard  any 
thing  from  her  lips  to  have  reminded 
me  oi  my  gentleman  farmer^  for,  thanks 
to  her  insensibility,  she  was  above  all 
ill-natured  illusions,  but  had  she  been 
aware  of  them,  I  could  not  have  looked 
her  in  the  face  without  seeing  my  own 
folly  reflected  in  it. 
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The  only  iDonies  I  received  were 
from  my  old  teoants  that  held  by  lease, 
aod  from  the  sale  of  Bergamotte's  ef- 
fects. Nothing  remained  for  me  to  do 
but  to  replace  the  estates  as  they  were 
before  the  change.  In  this  I  succeed- 
ed ;  most  of  my  old  tenants,  whom  I 
had  turned  out  of  their  farms,  returned 
to  them,  reminding  me  that  it  was  now 
tkeir  turn.  I  was  even  happy  at  the 
certainty  of  receiving  the  former  rental 
sobject  however  to  a  very  large  allow- 
ance in  the  first  instance,  for  the  very 
bad  condition  in  which  they  had  to 
retake  the  lands. 
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WH  EN  thiDgs,  they  $ay,  are  at  th« 
worst  they  mW  mm^.  Perbiip^  it  wm 
this  idea  which  actuated  me  in  looking 
around  and  calculating  the  e;cteQtof 
my  obligations  to  Mr.  M^Estimate. 
The  result  of  my  labours  was  the  con- 
Tiction  that  I  had  been  a  losel*  of  rather 
more  than  eight  and  twenty  thousand 
pounds  in  money,  besides  a  depreciated 
property. 

This  I  considered  was  quite  sufBci- 
ent,  but  the  entrance  of  Dr.  Bubbleby 
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remiDded  me  that  I  had  agreed  to  pay 
him  annually  the  sum  of  three  thousand 
pounds  for  the  term  of  twenty-one  years, 
while  the  utmost  I  could  expect  to  re- 
ceive for  the  tithes  from  the  tenants 
would  not  exceed  half  that  amount. 

The  doctor  with  his  usual  smile  (for 
since  Lady  Erpingham  s  departure  he 
had  thrown  off  his  wig  and  recovered 
his  simper,)  requested  the  payment  of 
his  tithes.  He  made  many  tender  en- 
quiries after  the  Countess^  congrati»- 
lated  me  on  my  appearance  and  hoped 
that  my  new  system  answered  my  ex* 
pectations. 

This  was  more  than  I  could  bear. 
The  doctor  must  necessarily  have 
known  how  I  was  circumstanced ;  his 
expression  was  therefore  a  deliberate 
insult  In  my  rage  I  cursed  the  doc 
tors  hypocrisy  and  himself  into  the 
bargain. 

**  Youmustwellknow/'addedl,  "the 
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situation  in  wliich  I  have  been  placed 
by  the  knaves  and  fools  which  have 
swarmed  about  me.  The  delusion  is 
now  at  an  end,  and  the  amount  of  my 
losses  I  am  ashamed  to  mention.  I 
entered  into  an  agreement  with  you  on 
the  supposition  that  the  plans  of  that 
scoundrel  M 'Estimate  would  enable 
me  to  fulfil  it  without  injury  to  myself. 
Indeed  you  took  an  advantage  of  me, 
but  you  surely  cannot  expect  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  payment  when  all  hopes 
of  success  in  the  plan  pursued  have 
vanished  .'* 

"  I  inquire  but  little,  my  lord,"  re- 
replied  the  hypocrite,  "  into  the  affairs 
of  other  people.  It  is  sufficient  for  me 
to  attend  to  my  own.  Your  lordship's 
success  or  failure  in  schemes  with 
which  I  could  have  no  sort  of  concern 
could  be  of  no  consequence  to  me,  and 
had  I  even  interfered  in  the  slightest 
degree,  your  lordship  might  very  justly 
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have  accused  me  of  presumption ;  even 
though  that  interference  might  only 
have  been  given  in  the  shape  of  advice. 
I  am  truly  sorry  that  your  lordship's 
schemes  have  been  unsuccessful,  but  I 
should  have  made  no  complaint  if 
your  lordship  had  discovered  that  the 
tithes  vrere  worth  double  the  sum  which 
your  lordship  undertook  to  pay  for 
them.  Your  lordship  will  always  find 
me  a  man  as  incapable  of  receding 
from  my  word  as  I  would  from  my 
bond,  and  I  expfict  to  find  a  similar  dis- 
position on  the  part  of  your  lordship.'* 

I  told  the  doctor  that  as  to  money  I 
had  none,  neither  for  him  nor  myself* 
But  he  begged  to  remind  me  that  I  had 
money's  worth,  and  declared  it  to  be 
his  unalterable  intention  to  abide  by 
the  terms  of  the  agreement  between  us. 
Be  that  as  it  might,  I  told  him,  he  must 
be  contented  to  wait  like  other  creditors: 
uolesB   he   thought  proper,    which  I 
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should  consider  the  most  advisable  as 
^ell  as  the  most  honest  plan  for  him  to 
pursue,  to  cancel  the  agreement  for  the 
three  thousand  a  year  and  again  take 
the  tithes  upon  himself. 

The  doctor  did  not  seem  the  least  in- 
clined to  do  either.  He  declared  his 
inability  to  ivait.  He  nvas  poor  and 
could  not  afford  it.  His  little  pittance 
was  as  much  to  him,  as  a  large  income 
was  to  a  nobleman  like  myself.  Times 
were  hard,  distress  'was  every  where 
prevalent,  and  he  was  continually  re- 
grettihg  that  he  had  nothing  to  bestow 
towards  the  relief  of  the  poor  and  help- 
less. Cancelling  the  agreement  was  a 
thing  that  he  could  not  think  of  for  a 
moment.  Since  I  had  taken  the  tithes 
upon  myself  he  had  lived  with  his  flock 
as  a  shepherd.  The  quarrels  between 
him  and  his  parishoners  had  never 
ceasf^d  from  his  first  entry  into  fte 
parish  tiir  he  came  to  t^rmis  with  me. 
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But  now  the  cause  of  coqtention  was 
removed,  every  thing  was  harmony. 

As  I  was  not  in  a  frame  of  mind  to 
have  any  further  squabbh'ng  with  him, 
I  requested,  that  I  might  be  left  to  my- 
self. His  age  was  the  protection  of  his 
person,  or  I  hardly  know  what  would 
have  been  the  consequences.  Death 
1  feared  was  the  only  friend  that  could 
relieve  me  from  the  fangs  of  this  merciless 
tfhark,  and  I  felt  myself  somewhat  com- 
forted that  in  the  journey  of  life  the 
doctor  had  at  least  five  and  twenty 
years  the  start  of  me. 

My  son  was  now  the  only  person  to 
whom  I  could  look  for  a  freedom  from 
embarrassment.  In  the  ensuing  spring 
bis  minority  would  cease.  To  that 
event  I  could  alone  look  forward  with 
any  prospect  of  comfort  or  satisfaction. 
I  made,  indeed,  one  more  attempt  to 
engage  the  assistance  of  Lady  JBrpinf- 
bam,  by  making  her  acquainted  with 
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the  difficulties  I  had  to  surmount.  She 
listened  to  the  tale  as  usual  with  the 
most  steady  composure,  and  without 
making  the  least  reference  to  the  mis- 
carriage of  my  plans  for  the  improve- 
ment of  my  property,  but  told  me  that 
it  was  impossible  for  her  to  pay  atten- 
tion to  any  affair  of  business  except 
through  the  medium  of  Mr.  Frill,  from 
whom  I  should  receive  her  answer  to 
any  specific  proposition  1  thought  fit 
to  lay  before  him. 

To  see  Mr.  Frill  upon  the  subject 
was  out  of  the  question.  Before  I 
parted  from  her  ladyship,  however,  I 
managed  to  create  a  considerable  de- 
gree of  alarm  upon  her  mind,  by  giving 
her  to  understand  that  an  execution 
against  myself  would  reach  to  the 
moveables  which  were  not  strictly  heir 
j|oom,  both  at  Erpingham  and  in  the 
London  house.  This  was  striking  at 
the  very  root  of  her  ladyship's  gran* 
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deu(,  and  she  now  requested  that  I 
would  explain  the  matter  to  Mr.  FrilK 
On  my  positive  refusal  to  have  any 
commauication  whatever  with  Mr. 
Frill,  her  ladyship  desired  that  time 
might  be  allowed  her  to  consult  with 
her  friends,  in  order  that  she  might 
take  such  steps  as  would  avoid  the 
threatened  inconveniences. 

The  next  morning  I  was  honoured 
by  a  visit  from  the  Duke  of  ■, 

the  brother-in-law  of  Lady  Erping- 
ham.  Our  intercourse  had  been  very 
confined,  and  as  neither  his  Grace  nor 
myself  were  much  overburthened  with 
small  talk  he  came  at  once  to  the  busi- 
ness of  his  errand. 

He  had  waited  on  me,  he  said,  in 
consequence  of  a  consultation  between 
his  femily  and  the  Countess,  and  was 
sorry  to  hear  from  his  sister-in-law, 
such  an  account   of  my  embarrass- 
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ments.     He  should  be  extremely  un- 
willing that  any   thing  which   could 
happen   to  me  from  my   imprudmce 
should  disturb    the  establishment  of 
Lady  Erpingham.     He  had  therefore 
made  up  hiif:  mind  to  offer  me  the  full 
ralue  of  the  furniture  and  moTeables 
at  botli  houses,  as  the  amount  should 
be  settled  by  appraisers  duly  appoint- 
ed.    In  addition  to  that  he  would  take 
a  lease  of  both  houses  i;for  a  definite 
time,  or  for  the  life  of  his  sister-in-JlLW 
if  I  chose  it,  paying  the  remt  of  tie 
house  in  London  to  me,   and   the  rent 
of  the  house  and  park  at  Erpiogham 
to  the  Countess's  trustees.      In  this 
way   he  should  be  able  to  accommo- 
date her  ladyship  with  both  residences, 
and  she  would  then  be  free  from  tbe 
apprehension  of  any  unpleasant  pro- 
cedings. 
However  grating  such  a  proposition 
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was  to  my  feelings,  it  had  its  uses  and 
advantages.  My  adopting  it  would 
pat  me  in  poHvession  of  a  conMiderable 
sam  of  ready  money,  which  was  neces- 
sary as  well  for  my  own  wants  as  to 
keep  Charles  in  good  humour. 

The  business  was  settled  as  soon  as 
the  appraisers  had  delivered  in  their 
report,  and  tlie  money  was  paid  into 
the  bands  of  my  bankers.  As  my 
library,  picture?,  a  large  stock  of  wine 
in  both  places,  the  deer,  her  ladyship's 
horses  and  carriages,  with  a  long  train 
of  €t  celeras,  were  included  in  the  in- 
ventory, the  amount  was  very  consi- 
derable, and  set  both  Charles  and  my- 
self at  ease  for  the  time  that  was  to 
elapse  before  his  minority  ceased.  I 
remember  one  reason  of  my  agreeing 
to  the  arrangement,  and  even  pressing 
its  execution^  took  its  rise  from  Dr. 
Bubbleby,  who  had  brought  an  action 
against  me  opoii    the  agreraient,  in 
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^hich  in  a  few  months  be  must  have 
obtained  a  judgment.  1  was  not  a 
little  pleased  at  disappointing  his  ex- 
pectations; and  thought  that  on  bis 
failing  to  obtain  his  money  by  fool 
means,  he  would  be  induced  to  canctl 
the  agreement  and  get  what  he  could 
by  fair  means.  I  considered  the  mode 
in  which  he  had  taken  advantage  of 
me,  so  truly  unhandsome,  and  even 
rascally,  that  I  was  resolved  to  defeat 
him,  and  therefore  prevailed  upon  the 
Duke  to  take  a  nominal  transfer  of  my 
personal  property  at  Bingwood  into  the 
bargain.  His  grace  was  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  a  man  of  the  strictest 
honour,  notwithstanding  in  this  in- 
stance he  lent  his  sanction  to  what  I 
know  many  persons  would  have  deem- 
ed a  palpable  fraud ;  I  could  therefore 
place  the  most  firm  dependence  that 
the  trust  would  not  be  abused. 
The  Duke  was  no  sooner  in  virlaal 
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possession  of  the  three  places  of  resi- 
dence, than  the  newspapers  blazoned 
forth  the  fact,  that  his  Grace  of 
bad  taken  the  town  and  country  houses 
of  the  Earl  of  Erpingham  on  lease  for 
twenty-one  years,  and  had  purchased 
all  the  furniture  and  effects  prepara- 
tory  to  the  marriage  of  his  grace^s 
eMest  son  with  a  young  lady  of  dis- 
tingQisbed  rank  and  immense  fortude. 
Id  this  way  my  creditors  of  eyery 
description  were  given  to  understand 
tbat  all  proceedings  at  law  were  nse- 
lesB,  and  that  I  was  in  a  state  to  pat 
them  at  defiance.  They  instantly  be- 
came as  submissive  as  they  were  before 
violent.  Dr.  Bubbleby  put  a  stop  to 
bis  action  and  wrote  me  a  letter  in 
which  he  protested  that  any  tbing 
which  bad  occurred  tbat  I  might  con- 
sider unpleasant  bad  been  not  only 
without  bis  directions,  but  even  with- 
out his  knowledge;  his  attorney  hav* 
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log  commenced  proceedings  simply 
upon  bis  saying  that  he  shonld  like  to 
be  paid.  He  hoped  I  would  acquit 
him  froH)  all  blame  in  the  transaction, 
and  expressed  his  readiness  now  to 
cancel  the  agreement  and  give  me  a 
full  dif^harge. 

H#re  was  an  opportunity  of  serving 
my  tenants  by  putting  it  out  of  tke 
doctor's  power  to  worry  and  barrasi 
tbem  in  future,  for  I  am  certaio  the 
doctor  would  have  caught  at  auy  tbiof 
rather  than  lose  every  thing,  which  I 
was  resolved  he  should  do  if  he  went  on* 
But  it  was  my  fate  never  to  take  any 
measures  which  should  be  of  real  ser^ 
vice  to  any  one  who  deserved  it.  The  con- 
sequences of  my  omission  were,  that 
Dr.  Bubbleby  became  more  oppressive 
than  ever,  assigning  as  a  reason  the 
losses  he  had  sustained  through  me, 
and  the  necessity  he  was  under  of  re- 
imbursing himself  by  some  means  or 
other. 
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I  could  not  but  wonder  at  the  ease, 
with  which  the  Duke,  whom  I  well 
knew  had  for  years  been  ahnost  as 
tniich  distressed  as  myself,  should  sud- 
denly have  been  enabled  to  come  for- 
ward with  the  money.  This  enigma 
was  however  soon  solved  through  the 
negligence  of  bis  grace's  lawyer.  The 
money  was  a  part  of  her  ladyship's 
saTings.  What  tba  whole  of  Lady 
Brpingham's  savings  amounted  to  I 
cm  form  no  idea,  but  from  circum- 
•tancei  which  casually  transpired  a 
short  ttine  after,  I  had  reason  to  be** 
li#ve  that  tbf  y  were  very  considerable. 
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I  MUST  now  carry  my  story  a  little 
back  in  order  to  balance  my  acconnto 
With  my  daughter  Lady  Caroline 
Flanagan,  and  sorry  am  I  that  what  I 
have  to  relate  of  her  is  far  from  being 
of  a  nature  either  satisfactory  or  con- 
solatory. 

On  his  first  coming  to  town,  the 
Captain  earnestly  sought  after  his  wife, 
but  when  he  learnt  that  there  was  no 
way  whatever  in  which  her  fortune 
could  be  applied  to  his  uses,  he  gave 
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himself  no  trouble  respecting  her  per- 
son, but  contentedly  hung  upon 
Charles  as  the  most  promising  bargain 
of  the  two. 

The  residence  of  Caroline  at  Lady 
Littleworth's  had  drawn  to  the  house 
of  the  dowager  much  idle  company  of 
both  sexes.  My  daughter  was  really 
a  fine  woman ,  and  had  learnt  from  her 
chaperane  the  way  of  setting  herself 
,off  to  the  best  advantage.  In  this 
equivocal  and  irksome  situation  of  a 
•  ''  widow  bewitched,"  she  remained  for 
some  time  exposed  to  temptation^  and 
to  the  assiduities  and  allurements  of 
the  myriad  of  empty  fops  that  con« 
tinually  fluttered  round  her. 

In  a  certain  sphere  of  high  life,  a 
female  may  assume  privileges  which 
would  be  considered  unbecoming  with 
those  of  an  inferior  rank.  Lady  Caro- 
fine  prided  herself  upon .  the  number 
of  her  adnoirers,   among   whom   she 
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reckoned  the  Honourable  Charles 
Burfordy  a  gentleman  well  known  in 
the  annals  of  gallantry  and  distingnish* 
ed  by  the  appellation  of  the  "  Lady 
Killer/'  and  from  what  follows  the 
title  may  be  tnore  apt  than  is  perhaps 
commonly  imagined* 

The  coquettry  of  Lady  Caroline 
rendered  her  proof  against  the  allar^ 
ments  of  all  her  admirers,  Mr.  Burford 
excepted,  who  was  far  from  being  con- 
tented with  remaining  a  cold  blooded 
disciple  of  Plato.  The  consequence 
of  this  friendship  between  two  persons 
in  the  prime  of  life  and  of  the  opposite 
sex,  was  extremely  natural.-*— -Lady 
Caroline  was  in  a  fair  way  of  present- 
ing her  hosband  with  a  son  and  heir. 

The  rest  I  must  hurry  over.-— By 
whom  the  fatal  medicine  which  was  to 
preTcnt  exposure  was  administered,  I 
could  never  satisfactorily  ascertain. — 
There  was  a  mystery  and  a  i»arder- 


\ 


INSTABILITY.  216 

Otis  mystery.— If  it  was  given  by  the 
hand  of  the  paramour,  be  it  on  his 
own  head.  At  all  events  Lady  Caro^ 
line  expired  in  the  most  excruciating 
agony. 

The  death  of  an  individual  in  a 
family,  let  that  family  be  high  or  low, 
rich  or  poor,  noble  or  plebeian,  cannot 
fail  of  casting  a  momentary  gloom 
over  every  part  of  it.  I  am  not  going 
to  enter  into  a  dissertation  upon  death. 
My  intention  is  merely  to  shew  that 
the  loss  of  my  daughter,  notwithstand- 
ing the  very  small  portion  of  affection 
which  subsisted  between  us,  did  ex- 
cite in  my  breast  a  something  beyond 
cold  indifierence.  If  I  did  not  do  honour 
to  her  memory  by  cherishing  a  tender 
recollection  of  the  few  virtues  she  pos- 
sessed, to  the  exclusion  of  her  vices  and 
follies,  I  at  least  regretted  that  a  being 
who  was  indebted  to  me  for  her  exist- 
ence had  been  untimely  dispatched  in 
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the  prime  of  life  to  that  *'  bourne 
whence  no  traveller  returns,"  How- 
ever little  the  intercourse  between  ns 
had  been,  I  still  felt  that  she  was  my 
child,  and  now  blamed  myself  for  hav- 
ing omitted  to  assist  in  the  formalion 
of  her  mind  and  manners  in  early  youth. 
Her  heart  was  not  naturally  deficient 
in  those  qualities  which  render  a  peN 
son  estimable  in  the  eyes  of  others; 
but  her  education  had  been  so  grossly 
neglected,  her  mind  was  so  completely 
uninformed,  that  her  good  qualities 
never  had  an  opportunity  of  develop- 
ing themselves.  Drawn  suddenly  from 
the  country,  where  she  was  suffered  to 
run  almost  wild,  to  be  introduced  into 
society  where  nothing  is  natural  and 
every  thing  constrained,  it  is  only  as- 
tonishing that  she  acquitted  herself  as 
she  did.  Marrying  as  she  was  fated  to 
do,  and  in  a  manner  deserted  by  both 
her  parents — thrown  upon  the  world, 
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with  nothing  to  guide  her  but  her  own 
Blender  stock  of  discretion,  it  could  be 
no  wonder  that  her  virtue  wavered  and 
that  she  at  last  fell  a  sacrifice  to  pas- 
sions which,  circumstanced  as  she  was, 
she  could  hardly  be  expected  to  con- 
troul. 

On  the  death  of  her  daughter  Lady 
Erpinghani  most  religiously  adhered  to 
all  the  observances  prescribed^  from 
time  immemorial  in  great  femilies.  Her 
ladyship  kept  the  house  the  stipulated 
number  of  days,  and  admitted  in  strict 
order  of  priority  her  several  friends, 
according  to  the  different  degrees  of 
intimacy  and  relationship.  The  fea- 
tures of  the  Countess's  face  were  of  that 
happy  cast  as  to  serve  for  expressing 
all  the  various  passions  under  the  sun 
which  she  was  capable  of  feeling,  with 
hardly  any  trouble  to  herself* 

But  the  outward  grief  made  ample 
amends  for  the  lack  of  inward  sorrow, 

VOL.  IV.  L 
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Lady  Erpingham  clothed  herself,  as 
well  as  her  whole  esiablishmeot,  io 
Hack.  I  cannot  call  it  monraiiig^ 
for  except  in  the  son^bre  appearance 
which  every  thing  was  made  to  assume 
I  could  not  perceive  the  slightest  altera- 
tion. 

The  last  assertion  is  perhaps  of  too 
unqaalified  a  nature ;  there  was  a  dif- 
ferea(!b  in  the  arrangements  for  her 
ladyship's  morning's  airing.  She  aIte^ 
nately  drove  her  black  and  grey  horses, 
but  during  the  first  three  months  of  the 
mourning,  the  grey  horses  were  sent  to 
the  straw  yard,  and  the  black  horses 
had  the  undivided  honour  of  dragging 
her  ladyship  from  place  to  place. 

The  pride  of  Lady  Erpingham  in- 
duced her  to  bestow  upon  her  daugh- 
ter a  most  magnificent  funeral.  The 
expences  she  very  liberally  took  upon 
herself  and  defrayed  from  her  private 
purse.    In  collecting  together  an  im- 
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meuse  asBemblage  of  cftrriaged  to  ac- 
company the  earthly  remains  of  Lady 
Caroline  Flanagan  to  the  stone's  end, 
and  in  directing  that  the  trappings  of 
woe  should  be  of  the  most  splendid 
description,  the  Coantess  rested  satis- 
fied that   she  had   performed  all  the 
duties  that   could   be    required  even 
frooi  a  fond  and   exemplary  mother, 
much  less  from   a  mother    of  rank, 
where  fondaess  and  example  are  as 
sddom  found  as   looked  for.      Miss 
Tofldeater  had  led  the  visitors  of  her 
ladyship    to    tinderstand,     that   the 
slightest  mention  or  allusion  (o  Caro- 
line would  harrow  up  a  world  of  sor* 
r^w,  her  memory  therefore  soon  sunk 
into  that  oblivion  front  which  no  out 
about  the  Countess  had  the  smallest 
inclination  to  disturb  it. 

As  to  myself  f  can  honestly  say,  that 
I  was  a  real  mourner.  1  mourned  for 
Lady  Caroline's  foibles,  I  mourned  for 
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the  cause  of  her  death,  and  I  mourned 
for  her  loss.  But  as  the  proverb  says, 
it  is  an  ill  wiod  that  blows  nobody 
good.  By  the  settlement  I  made  on 
my  daughter  the  twenty  thousand 
pounds,  in  case  of  her  decease  without 
children  would  revert  to  myself.  The 
money  was  acceptable,  but  it  was  the 
means  of  stirring  up  strife  between  me 
and  my  son.  The  Captain  had  made  a 
friend  of  Charles  in  the  business^  and 
the  latter  strenuously  insisted  that  it 
was  for  my  honour  as  well  as  for  my 
credit  that  the  wife's  fortune  should  be 
yielded  up  to  the  husband.  On  my 
refusal  Charles  threatened  me  with  re- 
fusing his  assent  to  the  arrangements 
in  contemplation  on  his  coming  of  age. 
This  alarmed  me,  and  I  thought  it  ad- 
Tiseable  to  compromise,  but  experi- 
ence had  taught  me  the  utility  of  cau- 
tious dealings. 

In  the  first  place  I  ascertained  the 
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amount  of  the  Captain's  debts,  which 
I  found  to  be  less  than  five  hundred 
pounds.  I  then  guaranteed  the  credi- 
tors the  payment  of  their  several  de- 
mands on  their  again  taking  him  into 
custody.  With  the  Captain  bnce  more 
in  limbo  I  had  little  difficulty  in  nego- 
ciating.  His  ardent  desire  of  liberty 
ted  him  to  agree  to  any  terms  I  pro- 
posed. 

Id  return  for  my  interference  on  his 
behalf  I  required  his  assistance  in 
maintaining  Charles  in  good  humour 
till  he  was  of  age.  On  his  agreeing  to 
this  preliminary  I  undertook  to  pay  the 
Captain's  debts  in  full,  and  to  pay  him 
the  sum  of  two  thousand  pounds  the 
day  the  deeds  were  signed,  by  which  I 
became  absolute  master  of  my  allotted 
portion  of  the  Biugwood  estates. 

But  with  all  my  foresight  I  neglected 
a  most  material  stipulation.  I  had  not 
provided  that  the  Captain  should  desist 
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from  leading  Cbarlae  into  timt  roBtioe 
of  debauchery  and  diasipatiop  which  f 
fi>re3aw  roust  soon  terniioate  his  exis- 
tence^ possibly  bdbre  my  ends  were 
served.  AH  attempts  to  separate  him 
from  Flanagan  were  ineffectual,  and 
without  a  complete  separation  there 
could  be  no  hopes  of  amendment. 

I  had  no  complaint  to  make  of  Flan- 
agan, but  for  the  course  of  life  in  which 
he  kept  my  son  constantly  engaged, 
like  many  of  his  countrymen^  he  was 
thoughtless  and  passionate;  but  be  had 
neither  trouble  nor  care,  except  for 
the  present  moment.  Unlike  the  ser- 
pent who  wormed  himself  into  my  con- 
fidence at  the  same  period  of  life,  he 
had  no  view  beyond  the  enjoyment  of 
the  time  being;  and  I  verily  believe, 
that  so  far  from  preying  upon  Charles, 
he  would  have  cheerfully  shared  his 
purse  with  him.  At  the  death  of  hit 
wife,  the  Captain,  like  the  other  parts 
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of  the  family,  dressed  himself,  for  a 
short  time,  in  black  ;  but  as  soon  as 
decency  permitted,  he  cast  off  his  sabie 
habiliments,  and  with  them  all  his 
grief;  and  prepared  to  achieve  fresh 
conquests  in  the  field  of  love,  in  the 
hope  of  being  more  successful  in  his 
operations  than  he  had  been  with  Caro* 
line.  I  have  been  told  that  hi^  stars 
were  subsequently  propitious  to  him ; 
and  that  an  old  dowager  of  sixty-three 
was  smitten  with  his  charms,  and  after 
a  courtship  of  three  hours,  had  made 
him  master  of  a  lovely  person  and  large 
fortune.  But  as  my  intimacy  with  the 
Captain  was  of  short  continuance,  I 
cannot  vouch  for  the  fact.  If  it  be  true, 
the  old  liquorish  ■  (I  do  not  like 

to  fill  up  the  blank,)  richly  deserved^ 
the  fate  which  I  am  confident  awaited 
her 

The  death  of  my  daughter  was  suc- 
ceeded by  the  alarming  illness  of  my 

L  4 


224  INSTAHILITY. 

son.  He  and  his  companion  had  been 
to  a  masked  ball  in  character.  The 
heavy  dress,  which  Charles  wore,  was 
put  on  over  his  usual  clothes.  The 
beat  of  the  room,  and  the  exertion  re- 
quisite to  maintain  his  part,  were  more 
than  his  debilitated  frame  was  enabled 
to  support.  He  withdrew  from  the 
party  in  haste,  and  undressed  himself 
in  a  room  without  a  fire,  exposing  him- 
self, while  in  a  state  of  profuse  per- 
spiration, to  a  cold  sharp  air.  An  in- 
flammation upon  the  lungs  was  the 
consequence  of  his  extreme  impru- 
dence. The  physicians  considered  him 
in  the  most  imminent  danger,  and  gave 
me  reason  to  expect  that  every  moment 
would  be  his  last. 

Knowing  how  much  I  had  at  stake, 
my  attendance  upon  him  was  unceas- 
ing ;  and,  in  the  course  of  a  few  days, 
the  disorder  had  arrived  at  its  crisis, 
and   had  taken  a  favourable  turn.     I 
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had  at  last  the  satisfaction  of  having 
my  cares  repaid  by  the  declaration  of 
the  medical  attendants,  that  all  positive 
apprehension  had  ceased  for  the  pre- 
sent; and  that  with  the  greatest  caution 
and  strictest  temperance,  there  was 
a  strong  probability  of  a  perfect  re- 
covery. , 

My  joy  at  the  announcement  of  his 
convalescence  was  excessive  ;  and  T 
am  satisfied,  arose  more  from  the  pre- 
servation of  my  son,  for  his  own  sake, 
than  for  the  event  which  first  induced 
me  to  watch  by  his  bed-side,  and  to 
hope  for  the  prolongation  of  his  ex- 
istence. Health  may  lay  the  foundation 
of  a  friendship,  (if  indeed  it  is  possible 
for  such  a  thing  to  exii^t  at  all,)  but  it 
is  the  sick  bed  which  strengthens  and 
cements  it  I  admired  the  fortitude  of 
Charles  under  his  sufferings,  and  felt 
the  glow  of  affection  increase  in  warmth 
from  the  time  he  refused  to  take  either 
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nourishment  or  medicine,  nnlefss  ad* 
ministered  by  my  own  hand. 

His  recovery  was  gradual,  but  his 
amendment  was  certain.  As  soon  as 
he  was  judged  to  have  gained  sufficient 
strength  to  bear  the  motion  of  a  car* 
riage»  it  was  deemed  expedient  that 
he  should  be  removed  to  a  more  genial 
climate.  The  Continent  being  closed 
against  us,  the  south  coast  of  Devon* 
shire  was  fixed  upon,  as  the  most  effi^ 
cient  substitute  for  the  mild  air  of 
Lisbon  or  Montpelier;  and  into  Devon- 
shire  I  resolved  to  attend  him. 

A  sick  couch  had  no  great  charms 
for  his  bosom-friend  the  Captain.  J 
had  therefore  little  difficulty  in  prevail- 
ing upon  this  descendant  of  royalty  to 
retract  his  offer  of  being  the  third  in 
the  party,  particularly  as  my  style  of 
reasoning  was  strengthened  by  a  few 
hundred  pounds,  which  I  presented 
to  him,  for  the  purpose  of  supporting 
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himself  in  a  manner  becoming  his  high 
birth  and  accomplishmento.  Bj  tbig 
means  Flanagan  was  placed  beyond 
tiie  power  of  giving  me  any  annoyance 
in  the  plan  I  had  formed  for  the  re. 
establishment  of  C'harles's  health,  and 
for  the  improvement  of  his  moral  cha- 
racter. I  thought  it  would  be  a  farottr- 
able  time  to  work  npon  his  mind ;  to 
direct  his  attention  to  pursuits  adapted 
to  his  rank  in  life ;  and  to  withdraw 
bim  wholly  from  his  former  habits. 

While  Charles  continued  in  pMitive 
danger,  his  mother^  for  form's  sake, 
entered  the  chamber  of  sickness  as  the 
clock  struck  two.  Her  ladyship  did 
her  son  the  honour  of  asking  the  nurse 
after  the  health  of  the  patient.  What- 
ever the  answer  was,  she  left  the  room 
hoping  that  he  would  be  better*  This, 
however,  did  not  satisfy  her  maternal 
feelings,  for  she  as  regularly  made  en- 
quiries through  the  medium  of  Miss 

l6 


230  INSTABILITY. 

my  son,  I  may  be  mistaken.  It  is  pro- 
bable I  may  baye  been  deceived  by 
my  own  sensations.  I  had  found 
Charles  different  from  what  I  had  ex- 
pected—H^hanged  from  what  I  had  pre- 
viously seen  him.  In  the  fulness  of 
my  heart,  I  may  have  given  him  credit 
for  more  merit  than  he  really  did,  or 
was  ever  likely  to  possess.  Be  that 
as  it  may,  I  certainly  felt  as  a  father 
proud  of  his  offspring.  I  had  not 
many  years  to  live  in  the  world,  and 
I  was  not  a  little  proud  that  my  repre- 
sentative would  preserve  the  respecta- 
bility of  his  family,  at  least  as  well  as 
I  had  done. 

In  the  midst  of  the  pleasing  pros- 
pects which  inveterate  habit  of  vision- 
ary castle-building  was  always  pic- 
turing to  my  fancy,  I  recollected  the 
motives  which  had  induced  me  to 
refuse  severing  the  family  estates,  and 
began  to  use  the  same  train  of  reason- 
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iog  with  regard  to  my  son.  Bat,  in  our 
case)  the  step  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary ;  although  my  debts  did  not  come 
under  the  appellation  of  '*  debts  of 
honour/'  they  were  such  to  me,  and  I 
Gould  never  have  looked  forward  to. 
comfort  till  I  had  honourably  dis- 
charged them.  1  made  Charles  ac- 
quainted with  the  actual  circumstances 
under  which  I  was  placed,  and  found 
him  ready  to  meet  my  wishes  in  every 
respect,  and  willing  to  make  every 
sacrifice  for  my  present  and  future 
ease.  I  blushed  for  myself  when  I 
called  to  mind  my  own  behaviour  in  a 
parallel  case,  and  considered  that  half 
of  the  misery  which  I  had  known  in 
the  world,  had  been  inflicted  on  me  as 
a  punishment  for  a  neglect  of  the  first 
of  duties. 

Satisfied  with  the  society  of  each 
other,  we  continued  rambling  firomi 
place  to  place,  until  die  near  approach 
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of  the  period  which  was  to  rdease 
Charles  from  bis  state  of  pupilage.  We 
then  returned  to  London,  when,  aft^ 
a  warm>  encomium  upon  his.  merits,  I 
deaired  Lady  Erpingham  to.  embrace  a 
new  son.  But  she  was  as  indifferent 
of  the  new  son  as  she  had  been  of  the 
old  one,  suffering  all  maternal  solicitude 
to  evaporate  in  simply  hbping  that  he 
was  better. 

Our  next  steps:  were  to  arrange,  the 
necessary  deeds,  aiid  to  celebrate  the 
termination  of  jCharles's  minority.  Bing- 
wood  was  the  place  fixed  upon  by  both 
of  us.  Charles  had  taken  an  early  dis- 
like to  Erpingham  ;  besides,  it  was  no 
longer  mine.  The  furniture,  and  the 
house    itself,  was    the    acknowledged 

property  of  the  Duke  of*— — .  The 

pride  of  my  son  seemed  as  much  hurt 
by  this  circumstance  as  my  own  was, 
but  it  was  not  to  be  remedied  ;  for  I 
do  not  think  that  to  have  saved  the 
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world  from  destruction,  Lady  Erping- 
ham  would  have  been  iuduced  to  run 
the  rihk  of  being  disturbed  in  her  ar- 
langements. 

Previous  to  leaving  London,  I  again 
resorted  to  a  public  advertisement  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  exact 
amount  of  my  debta.  As  a  lawyer 
was  a  necessary  instrument  to  our 
proceedings,  I  devolved  that  task  upon 
his  shoulders.  My  son  and  I  agreed, 
that  a  sufl&ciency  should  be  sold  from 
the  Bingwood  property  to  clear  both 
him  and  myself  from  all  incumbraiices, 
and  that  the  remainder  should  be 
equally  divided  between  us.  The  part 
left  would,  I  calculated^  leave  enough 
for  us  both,  according  to  the  dimi- 
nished scale  of  our  desires.  Until 
Charles  formed  an  establishment  of 
his  own,  he  would  be  provided  with 
a  country  house,  and  Lady  Erpingham 
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would  of  course  permit  her  son  to 
have  the  "  run*'  of  the  toii^n  house. 
By  this  means,  his  income  would  be 
adequate  to  his  rank,  while  be  re- 
mained  a  bachelor;  and  I  intended, 
whenever  he  settled  for  life,  to  give  up 
Bingwood  to  him  entirely^  as  well  ss 
a  considerable  part  of  the  iacome  I 
bad  reserved  for  himself.  We  had  th» 
only  to  look  forward  to  the  departure 
of  Lady  Erpingham  to  be  again  in 
affluence,  but  in  the  mean  time  we 
ahonld  be  in  comfort 

How  easy  is  it  for  the  imagination  to 
revel  in  schemes  of  happiness  which 
it  has  formed,  and  how  rarely  are 
those  schemes  realized.  But  there  is 
a  gratification  in  those  visionary  plea- 
sures, which  has  at  least  the  merit  of 
being  innocent.  Even  now,  while  my 
head  is  tracing  the  sensations  which 
I  had  formerly  experienced,  I  forgot 
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my  disappointmentdy  and  ceased  to 
think  that  hope  had  for  ever  deserted 
me. 

In  this  state,  which  to  me  was  ap« 
proaching  towards  happiness,  we  ar- 
rived at  Bingwood.  The  sight  of  my 
old  tenants  now  re-established  in 
their  farms,  and  the  air  of  gaiety  which 
surrounded  us,  made  me  feel  myself 
six-and-thirty  years  younger;  for  the 
scene  which  was  then  presented  upon 
a  similar  occasion,  forced  itself  upon 
my  recollection.  Under  what  different 
auspices  was  I  ushered  into  life,  to 
those  which  now  attended  upon  my 
son.  In  my  case,  the  immediate  pos- 
session of  wealth  almost  unbounded  ; 
in  my  son's  case,  having  to  secure  a 
father's  comforts,  by  the  same  means 
which  I  had  refused  to  my  own  parent. 
Myself,  on  the  day  of  festivity,  enjoy- 
ing the  most  exuberant  health;  my  son 
but   newly  risen  from   the  couch   of 
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sickness.  The  contrast  of  our  situation 
created  many  painful  reflections,  and 
my  heart  felt  as  heavy  as  if  it  had  been 
laden  with  the  foreboding  of  the  evils 
which  the  coming  day  was  destined  to 
bring  forth. 
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CHAP.  XV. 

A  FATAL  CHALLENGE. 

THE  loDg-wished-for  day  at  last  ar- 
rived, and  was  ushered  in  with  every 
demoDstratioQ  of  joy.  The  prepara- 
tion for  the  festival  had  occupied  se- 
veral of  the  preceding  weeks,  and  bid 
fair  to  rival  the  honours  formerly  done 
to  myself.  The  nobility  and  gentry  in 
the  neighbourhood,  as  well  as  a  nu- 
merous assemblage  of  Charles's  ac- 
quaintance were  invited  to  partake  of 
the  entertainment,  and  to  witness  the 
sports  which  the  tenants  and  the  pea-* 
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santry  had  arranged  among  themselves 
to  celebrate  the  occasion.  Wherever 
Charles  made  his  appearance,  the  ac- 
clamations rent  the  air.  With  such  of 
the  farming  classes  as  took  pleasure  in 
the  combats  of  cocks  and  dogs,  and 
in  all  field  sports  of  a  minor  as  well  as 
major  descriptidn,  Charles  had  always 
been  popular ;  and,  except  in  the  in- 
stance of  the  young  felfow  whom  be 
had  caused  to  be  committed  for  poach- 
ing, he  had  not  been  gcrilty  of  any  glar« 
ing  act  of  oppression. 

Although  Charles'i?  fecOvety  had 
been  rapid,  he  was  still  much  of  an 
invalid.  He  had  not  only  to  struggle 
against  the  weakness  which  naturally 
follows  severe  indisposition,  bat  it  was 
evident  that  his  constitution  had  sut 
fered  considerable  injury  from  his  early 
courses ;  and  the  cordial  greeting  and 
the  look  of  satisfaction  with  whicb 
he  received  his  old  companions,  l^r 
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Timothy  Sweepstakes,  Lord  Rasper, 
and  his  brother  foxhnnters,  made  me 
apprehensive  that  there  was  no  small 
danger  of  his  relapsing  into  his  former 
habits.  I  dreaded  the  consequences 
of  fresh  excesses,  and  earnestly  be- 
sought  him  to  be  careful  of  his  health, 
and  above  every  thing  to  avoid  a  too 
eager  pursuit  of  the  bottle. 

As  far  as  promises  could  go,  I  was 
satisfied.  Charles  urged  the  necessity 
he  was  under  of  receiving  his  old  ac^ 
quaintances  as  formerly,  but  assured 
me  that  he  now  too  well  knew  how  to 
estimate  the  blessings  of  health,  to 
rashly  throw  away  the  poor  remains 
which  disea8e  and  dissipation  had  left 
him.  But  I  still  dreaded  the  perform- 
ance, and  as  the  day  advanced  1  wa8 
convinced  that  my  apprehensions  were 
well  founded.  I  plainly  perceived  by 
the  company  he  selected  immediately 
about  himself,  that  his  former  propeoh 
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sities,  although  they  had  been  sus- 
pended in  consequence  of  his  illness 
were  far  from  being  eradicated  from  his 
breast. 

He  talked  with  delight  to  bis  old 
associates  of  their  former  exploits,  and 
listened  with  the  greatest  glee  to  the 
recounting  of  scenes  of  a  similar  na- 
ture which  had  happened  since  his 
departure  from  them. 

la  mingling  with  the  tenantry,  I 
could  see  that  his  attention  was  ar- 
rested only  by  those  who  had  hereto- 
fore joined  with  him  in  his  low  pur. 
suits,  leaving  the  most  respectable 
among  the  farmers  altogether  unno- 
ticed. 

The  party  at  dinner  was  numerous, 
but  they  were  more  to  be  considered 
as  the  friends  of  Charles  than  of  my- 
self. As  I  had  mingled  so  little  with 
the  surrounding  inhabitants  few  could 
have  been  present  on  my  account,  ex- 
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cept  indeed,  *  my  old  friend  Doctor 
Bubbleby,  for  as  the  bone  of  conten- 
tiou  between  us  no  longer  eixisted,  we 
managed  to  interchange  civilities  as  if 
nothing  had  happened.  My  eyes  were 
frequently  directed  towards  the  part 
of  the  table  where  Charles  was  seated, 
particularly  at  those  times  wheQ.  I 
found  the  bottle  was  circulating.  I 
was  gratified  to  find  that  he  was  con. 
ducting  himself  with  a  sufficient  degree 
of  caution,  and  I  ventured  to  enter* 
tain  a  hope  that  he  ^would  qot  be 
thrown  off  his  guard.  He  had  manag- 
ed to  resist  tlie  united  effor,ts  of  Sir 
Timothy  Sweepstakes  and  Lord  Ras- 
per, with  more  firmness  than  I  gave 
him  credit  for  possessing,  and  I  au- 
gpred  well  from  obserring^that  he 
smiled  when  he  was  charged;  by  them 
with  haying  become  a. milksop. 

About  two  hours  after  the  desert  had 
been  placed  upon  the  table,  I  left  the. 
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ditthigroom  upon  a  trifling  exctise.  My 
motives  for  so  doing  originated  from 
tiie  supposition  tb&it  tny  prei^ehte  \?oold 
be  a  check  upon  the  general  hilarity  of 
Ae  company.    I  found  myself  for  many 
teasons  incapable  of  deriving  amuse- 
xuent  from  the  scene  before  me.     I 
<ioiUd  add  nothing  to  the  pleasures  of 
Hie  day,  and  I  was  determined  not  to 
diminish  them.    Besides,  I  was  aware, 
that  fox4iunters,  perhaps,  ii!iOre  than 
any  other  set  of  men  give  way  to  a  fi'ee- 
dom  of  discourse  to  which,  I  was  not 
so    lost  to  decency  as  to  become  a 
listener  in  the  presence  of  my  son.    I 
could  not  prevent  its  taking  place,  but 
there  was  no  necessity  ibr  me  to  coun- 
tenance it. 

I  retired  to  my  study.  The  time 
which  was  to  put  an  end  to  my  em- 
barrassments, and  again  to  set  me  free 
in  the  world  had  now  arrived,  but  I 
Mi  fyit  from  satisfied.     A  secret  dread 
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seemed  to  be  hangiDg  over  me  for 
which  I  could  in  no  way  account  I 
saw  before  me  the  means  of  enjoying 
comforts  for  the  future,  not  indeed, 
upon  the  scale  to  which  I  had  been 
accustomed,  but  fully  adequate  to  my 
wants  or  to  my  desires,  but  still  the 
prospect  did  not  cheer  me.  £very 
thing  that  I  could  desire  was  within 
my  reach,  but  I  was  far  from  feeling 
myself  in  a  state  of  tranquillity.  I  was 
not  miserable,  but  I  cannot  say  that  I 
was  happy. 

I  was  disturbed  from  this  melan- 
choly train  of  thought  by  a  cry  1  heard 
in  the  passage  that  Lord  Winterbourne 
was  dying.  I  rushed  to  the  dining- 
room  and  found  him  lying  upon  the 
floor  deprived  of  sense  and  motion. 
His  face  was  black,  and  bore  evident 
marks  of  suffocation.  A  young  sur- 
geon who  chanced  to  be  at  the  table 
attempted  to  draw    blood  from  him, 
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and  exerted  himself  iQ  the  application 
of  the  usual  remedies.     But  it  was  too 

* 

late.  The  vital  spark  was  extinct, 
and  I  had  not  only  to  mourn  the  loss 
of  a  son  who  promised  to  be  an  honour 
and  a  blessing  to  me,  but  that  too  at 
jthe  critical  moment  when  he  was  so 
essentially  necessary,  if  not  to  my 
existence,  at  least  to  my  well  being  in 
the  world. 

A  look  of  consternation  pervaded  the 
whole  company.  In  one  or  two  of  the 
countenances  I  could  read  not  only  aq 
inward  horror  of  the  event,  but  aisp  a 
secret  consciousness  of  guilt.  I  fearfully 
cast  my  eyes  around,  in  expectation  of 
being  told  the  causes  which  had  led  to 
the  unfortunate  catastrophe,  for  I  could 
not  bring  myself  to  believe  that,  it 
could  have  happened  from  natural 
means.  But  finding  that  a  dead  silence 
prevailed,  I  tremblingly  ventured  to 
enquire  of  the  surgeon  who  had  officiat- 


i 


A  TATAL   CHALLENGE.  245* 

edy  and  who  still  hung  abbnt  the 
body. 

After  some  hesitation  on  the  part  of 
tnv  informer,  I  learnt  that  my  nnhappy 
boy  had  fallen  a  victim  to  the  disposi- 
tion I  have  formerly  mentioned  of  doin^ 
any  thing  that  he  was  dared  to  do,  with-i 
out  giving  a  moment's  consideration  to 
the  consequences  of  the  act.  Sir 
Timothy  Sweepstakes,  and  his  noble 
colleague  in  debauchery,  Lord  Rasper^ 
had  made  up  their  minds  to  christen 
Charles,  as  they  called  it,  by  leading 
him  into  a  state  of  intoxication.  The 
forbearance  of  Charles  had  only  stimu- 
lated their  exertions,  and  made  them 
more  eager  to  conquer  his  repugnance 
to  the  bottle.  Soon  after  I  left  the 
room  the  wine  was  succeeded  by  the 
punch  bowl,  accompanied  by  the  ap- 
paratus for  preserving  the  liquor  at  the 
desired  degree  of  heat. 

Sir    Timothy   Sweepstakes  had  al* 
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ways  prided  himself  on  being  an  ad- 
mirable manufacturer  of  punch,  and 
on  this  occasion  insisted  upon  officiat- 
ing in  honour,  as  he  termed  it,  of  bis 
young  friend.  In  the  beverage  which 
the  baronet  composed,  the  smallest 
part  of  the  ingredients  was  water,  but 
the  company,  however,  had  so  far  lost 
sight  of  reason  to  partake  of  it.  Charles 
alone  was  proof  against  solicitation, 
having  been  most  seriously  cautioned 
against  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors.  He 
stoutly  maintained  his  resolution  until 
Sir  Timothy  having  first  emptied  an  ad- 
ditional  bottle  of  brandy  into  the  larger 
bowl,  took  a  smaller  one  which  was 
capable  of  containing  about  a  quart, 
and  filling  it  with  the  hot  punch,  thus 
strengthened,  offered  a  wager  of  five 
hundred  pounds  that  no  one  would 
drink  it  at  two  draughts,  allowing  an 
interval  of  three  minutes  between  the 
operations  of  swallowing. 
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The  scheme  of  Sir  Timothy,  was  com- 
pletely   successful.      The    rash    boy 
caught  at  the  wager,  seized  the  bowl, 
and  before  he  could  be  preyented  had 
nearly   emptied    its    contents.      The 
bowl  fell   from   his  hands   upon  the 
floor,  he  sunk  back  in  his  chair — strug* 
gled  for  an  instantF-^but  before  the 
efforts  of  nature  could    be   assisted* 
breathed  his  last  -*«~«  a  victim  to  the 
brutality  and  intemperance  of  a  beast 
in  the  human  form.    The  alarm  was 
instantly  given.  The  unfortunate  youth 
was  placed  on  the  floor.  The  windows 
were  thrown  open  for  the  admission  of 
air,  and  in  that  state  I  discovered  him, 
a  melancholy   spectaqje   of  ebstinate 
presumption. 

My  own  sufferings  were  of  too  acute 
a  nature  to  allow  me  to  pay  much  at* 
tention  to  what  was  passing  in  the 
dining-room,  but  the  awful  looks  of 
those  that  had  witnessed  the  calamity 
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and  the  coDf^cience  stricken  visages  of 
the  great  actors  in  this  melancholy 
scene  are  still  before  my  eyes.  The 
house  of  rejoicing  became  instantane- 
ously the  house  of  mourning,  and  the 
gloom  which  overspread  the  cheer- 
ful faces  of  those  who  were  innocently 
partaking  of  the  festal  enjoyment,  would 
have  satisfied  the  most  enthusiastic 
aiichoret.  The  cup  hung  upon  the 
lip,  the  dance  ceased,  the  gambols 
were  closed,  and  the  happy  beings 
who  had  been  partakers  in  the  general 
joy,  gradually  retreated.  In  a  short 
time  the  place  was  a  dreary  waste-^ 
I  must  drop  the  pen- 


ile        *         « 


An  end  was  now  put  to  all  my  hopes. 
Nothing  but  dreariness  was  before  me. 
No  means  were  left  to  me  for  the  pay- 
ment of  my  creditors.  To  act  with 
common  honesty  towards  them,  which 
I  was  resolved  to  do,   to  the  utmost 
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extent  of  my  power,  I  must  have  deli- 
vered up  to  them,  every  thing  that 
was  at  present  in  my  possession.  My 
incumbrances  were  so  enormous,  that 
in  the  natural  course  of  thins^s,  I  could 
not  expect  to  out-live  the  discharge  of 
my  debts,  even  if  I  transfered  over  the 
whole  amount  of  my  income  for  that 
purpose. 

I  regretted  the  loss  of  my  son  for 
his  own  sake.  Possibly  more  on  that 
account  than  for  the  situation  in  which 
his  death  had  placed  me.  I  say  possi- 
bly, because  I  have  been  unable  to 
analyze  my  feelings  with  that  eij^act- 
ness  which  would  allow  me  to  deter* 
mine  whether  they  wefe  n^ost  swayed 
by  parental  fondness,  or  by  ^  sense  of 
honour,  for  in  that  light  I  always  view- 
ed even  a  tradesman's  debt.  At  all 
events  I  was  miserable. 

I  wrote  to  Lady  Erpingham  an  ac- 
count of  the  melancholy  event  which 
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bad  bereft  us  of  our  Burviving  child. 
My  letter  wa«  dictated  by  my  feelings, 
but  I  had  not  that  command  over  my- 
self to  weigh  the  words  as  they  es- 
caped from  my  pen.  I  thought  that 
OB  such  an  occasion  her  heart  would 
vibrate  with  my  own. 

But  whether  my  epistle  was  wanting 
in  the  proper  forms,  or  whether  it  con- 
tained expressions,  which  did  not 
exactly  accord  with  her  ladyship's 
views  of  mortality,  I  cannot  say.  1 
was  fool  enough  to  expect  that  such  a 
a  subject  would  have  been  thought 
worthy  of  personal  exertion,  and  that 
her  reply  would  have  been  given  in  her 
own  hand.  The  loss  of  an  only  child, 
however,  made  no  difference  in  the 
established  regulations  ; — the  answer 
was  as  usual  from  Miss  Toadeater. 
Her  ladyship  lamented  the  circum- 
stance, but  felt  thoroughly  satisfied 
that  she  had  fulfilled  the  duties  of  a 
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mother.    She  had  caused  directions  to 
be  ^¥en  for  the  immediate  prepanu 
tion  of  a  patent  coffin,  and  had  given 
instrnctions  to  an  undertaker,  eminent 
for  his  taste  and  classical  knowiege,  to 
conduct  the  funeral     The  ceremonials 
her  ladyship  had  ordered  to  be  such 
as  the  noble  blood  of  the  Vatasours 
were  entitled  to,  and  she  hoped  at  my 
earliest  convenience  to  receive  authen- 
tic accounts  of  the  whole  having  been 
performed   with    the   utmost   magnifi- 
cence.    Miss  Toadeather  was  kindly 
desired  further  to  inform  me,  that  her 
ladyship  being   aware  of  my  uncom- 
fortable situation  with  regard  to  pecu- 
niary matters,  had  engaged  to  be  res- 
ponsible to  the  undertaker  for  all  his 
charges.     Her  ladyship  attached  one 
condition   to   her   condescension — my 
son  was  to  be  buried  at  Erpingham, 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of 
the  countess,  the  remains  of  my  son 
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yrfive  couYeyed  to  the  family  vault  at 
Erpiug^am.  The  style  of  the  funeral 
perfectly  accorded  with  her  ladyship's 
^ishjBS.  To  add  to  its  dignity,  and  to 
shew  her  regard  to  the  deceased,  the 
mother  sent  the  carriage  Mrhich  she 
most  frequently  used,  to  accompany 
t;he  procession. 
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CONCLUSION. 

IT  now  became  incumbent  upon  me 
to  meet  my  creditors,  and  to  lay  before 
them  a  statement  of  my  affairs.  I 
dreaded  the  idea  of  being  a  pensioner 
upon  the  bounty  of  Lady  Erpingham  ; 
indeed,  my  spirit  sunk,  and  dejected 
as  it  was,  could  never  have  submitted 
to  such  degradation.  I  should  other- 
wise have  given  up  the  whole  of  the 
income  1  then  possessed.  But  even 
while  1  am  talking  of  accepting  Lady 
Erpingham'S' bounty,  L have  no  reason 
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to  suppose  that  it  would  have  been 
offered.  Her  ladyship  might,  indeed, 
have  kindly  acceded  to  me  an  apart- 
ment in  her  houses,  aiid  a  seat  at  her 
table;  and  her  pride,  which  would  have 
been  my  only  ground  of  dependance, 
might  have  induced  her  to  discharge  a 
tailor's  bill  that  her  husband  might  not 
be  a  disgrace  to  her. 

As  it  was,  I  expressed  a  readiness 
to  yield  up  all  my  interest  in  the  BiDg- 
wood  property,  upon  receiving  an  an- 
nuity of  only  five  hundred  per  annum, 
and  a  general  release.  It  was  accept- 
ed by  the  majority,  and  trustees  were 
appointed  to  carry  the  arrangements 
into  effect.  But  an  obstacle  was 
created  by  some  creditors  more  un- 
reasonable than  the  rest,  who  pointed 
out  that  I  was  entitled  to  the  Erping- 
ham  estates  on  the  death  of  my  wife. 
According  to  Lady  Erpingham's  ha- 
bits of  life,  she  seemed  to  bid  fair  to 
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reach  the  age  of  Metfauiraleh;  to  ob- 
viate that  difficulty,  therefore,  I  threw 
my  reversionary  interest  into  the  bar- 
gain, stipalating,  however,  that  in  case 
of  any  accident  befalling  her  ladyship 
at  an  earlier  period  than  might  be  ex- 
pected, that  every  thing  ^liould  be  my 
own  again,  when  the  principal  and 
interest  of  the  several  debts  should  be 
entirely  dischai^d.  I  had  little  hope 
of  such  a  happy  event,  but  it  was  still 
vnthin  the  verge  of  possibility.  I  con* 
sidered,  however,  that  the  chances 
were  so  greatly  against  the  probability 
that  I  can  safely  say,  the  attentions  I 
paid  to  Lady  £rpingham,  were  purely 
disinterested.  I  received  nothing  from 
her  while  she  was  living,  and  I  had 
now  no  motive  to  wish  for  her  deaths 
for  even  were  such  an  event  to  take 
place  immediately  I  could  scarcely 
look  forward  to  the  enjoyment  of  the 
property. 
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From  a  splendid  fortune  and  the 
brightest  prospects,  I  ndw  saw  myself 
reduced  to  an  income  of  five  hundred  a 
year.  1  was  childless,  and  deprived 
of  fortune.  I  had  4)ot  the  disposal  of 
a  single  shilling  after  my  decease^  and 
could  therefore  hold  out  no  hopes  to 
any  one,  whom  interest  woiild  induce 
to  bear  with  my  humours,  and  to 
smooth  the  pillow  of  declining  age. 
;My  breast  revolted  at  the  thought  of 
even  partaking  of  my  own  property, 
;when  it  was  the  boon  of  my  wife.  On 
my  circumscribed  income  I  determined 
to  subsist,  and  laboured  hard  to  re- 
duce ray  wants  to  my  present  means. 

My  retirement  from  a  world  in 
which  I  had  experienced  little  else 
than  misery  excited  no  degree  of  sur- 
prize, for  not  one  human  being  took 
an  interest  in  my  welfare.  My  cre- 
ditors had  insured  my  life,  and  as  the 
insurances  were  paid  from  my  estates. 
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they  cared  but  little  whether  I  lived 
or  died.  I  left  behind  me  no  one  whose 
affections  were  due  to  me,  or  on  whose 
friendship  I  had  the  slightest  claim. 
When  I  expressed  my  determination 
to  seclude  myself  from  the  vices  and 
follies  of  mankind,  the  pride  of  Lady 
Erpingham  did,  indeed,  induce  her  to 
offer  her  husband  an  asylum,  which  I 
have  no  doubt  she  wrould  have  afford* 
ed.  Nay,  perhaps,  had  her  fausbanck 
been  in  actual  want,  her  pride  would 
have  tempted  her  to  administer  relief. 
But  had  I  been  mean  enough  to  fiave 
availed  myself  of  herbounty,  I  should 
have  been  only  an  humble  addition  to 
her  empty  state,  and  have  been  placed 
in  a  situation  similar  to  that  of  Bajazet 
in  his  cage  of  iron.  1  should  have 
been  exposed  to  the  finger  of  ridicule, 
and  continually  reminded  of  what  I 
had  been.  As  it  was,  I  was  indepen- 
dent, much  more  so  in  reality  with  my 
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slender  pittance,  than  when  I  rolled 
in  useless  thousands.  There  was  now 
no  temptation  to  deceive  me,  nor  mo- 
tive  to  mislead  me.  I  was  enabled  to 
view  the  world  in  its  natural  colours, 
and  to  rest  satisfied  that  self-interest 
is  the  only  diety,  where  the  worship  is 
free  from  hypocrisy,  and  that  no  man 
fails  to  prey  upon  his  neighbour,  ex* 
cept  in  cases  where  his  advantage  is 
greater  from  an  opposite  line  of  con* 
duct 

I  have  now  lived  some  years  in  a 
state  of  dull  quiescence,  bordering 
upon  tranquillity,  but  without  its 
sweets.  At  a  distance  from  the  busy 
"  hum  of  men,''  1  hear  of  little  that 
makes  me  regret  the  change,  but  on 
the  contrary,  I  hear  of  nothing  which 
reconciles  me  to  it.  My  feelings  have 
rusted  for  want  of  use,  and  I  am  alike 
dead  to  sensations  of  pleasure  or  of 
pain.     I  have  known  sufficient  of  the 
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miseries  of  being  in  debt  to  induce  me 
to  live  within  my  allotted  pittance 
which  is  regularly  transmitted  to  me. 
I  have  wandered  from  place  to  place, 
not  in  search  of  happiness,  for  that 
was  beyond  my  contemplation,  but  in 
search  of  the  means  of  consuming  the 
vacant  hours.  I  have  dropped,  and 
almost  forgotten  my  titles,  and  have» 
indeed,  almost  lost  the  remembrance 
of  myself. 

I  There  is  nothing  in  my  past  life  on 
vvhich  I  can  dwell  with  satisfactiont 
Conscious  as  I  feit^of  my  own  neglect* 
ed  education,  I  criminally  permitted 
my  own  children  to  pursue  the  same 
path.  For  their  errors  and  follies  I 
was  answerable,  for  I  should  have 
taught  them  otherwise.  It  is  not,  I 
will  admit,  in  the  power  of  one  person 
to  form  the  heart  of  another,  but  much 
may  in  all  cases  be  done  towards 
moulding  it  for  the  proper  performance 
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of  the  da  ties  of  life.  Neither  Charles 
nor  his  sister  were  deficient  in  essen- 
tial qualifications,  but  their  minds  were 
warped  by  improper  indulgence,  and 
culpable  indifference  on  the  part  of 
their  natural  protectors. 

I  have,  perhaps,  gone  a  little  farther 
than  I  am  actually  warranted,  in  say- 
ing that  I  had  nothing  to  cheer  me,  for 
my  heart  holds  out  to  me  the  consola« 
tion  that  in  my  progress  through  life  I 
have  been  more  unfortunate  than  cul- 
pable. I  was  trully  unfortunate  in 
not  possessing,  at  the  time  the  disposi- 
tion becomes  fixed  and  settled,  the  ad- 
vantages to  be  derived  from  the  super- 
intendance  of  any  one  on  whom  I  could 
look  with  reverence  and  respect,  and 
on  whose  opinions  I  had  been  early 
taught  to  place  reliance. 

I  had,  it  is  true,  the  sense  to  be 
fully  aware  of  my  father's  follies,  and 
yet,  had  the  weakness  to  fall  into  the 
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same  pit.  I  blamed  him  for  aiming  to 
dupe  his  son,  in  order  to  support  his 
extravagance,  and  was  compelled  by 
necessity  to  resort  to  the  same  course 
of  proceeding  with  my  own  child. 

My  heart  once  was  capable  of  feel- 
ing an  ardent  attachment,  and  heaven 
onlj  knows  how  fervently  I  loved. 
Still  I  could  in  great  measure  acquit 
myself  of  biame,  in  my  transactions 
with  Lydia  Berrington.  I  was,  per- 
haps, hasty,  too  hasty,  in  plunging  into 
an  abyss  of  passion,  and  I  was  equally 
blameable  in  a  too  rapid  assumption 
of  prudence.  But  to  have  satisfied  my 
mind,  when  doubts  had  been  created, 
was  due  to  myself,  particularly  as  I 
had  so  lately  been  the  victim  of  early 
impressions;  and  although  I  was  sa- 
tisfied that  most  of  the  miscarriages  in 
life  are  the  result  of  imprudence,  and 
miscalculation,  yet  in  my  own  case  I 
have  sometimes  been  tempte4  to  think 
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that  fate  had  set  a  spell  upon  me.  At 
least,  I  am  anxious  to  believe  that  she 
did  so,  in  separating  me  from  the 
being  whom  my  heart  had  chosen. 

Whatever  miseries  I  experienced  in 
my  marriage  with  Lady  Erpingham, 
I  richly  deserved  them.  It  was  in- 
terest, and  interest  alone,  which  led  to 
the  connection,  and  it  was  interest 
that  virtually  dissolved  it.  They  who 
form  an  union  from  similar  motives, 
have  no  right  to  complain  of  the  un- 
happtness  which  must  necessarily 
follow. 

I  spare  myself  the  recapitulation  of 
any  other  parts  of  my  history.  It 
may,  perhaps,  be  instructive  to  others, 
but  it  can  be  of  no  service  to  myself 
I  have  endeavoured  to  prepare  my 
mind  for  an  event,  which  must  ere  long 
happen,  and  I  can  assure  the  reader 
that  the  present  work  has  in  no  small 
degree  tended-  to  the  composure  I  have 
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long  been  endeavouring  to  obtain.  I 
have  exerted  myself  to  give  a  faithful 
picture  of  my  feelings,  and  a  true  ac- 
count of  my  actions.  If  I  have  dis- 
guised, or  concealed  any  material  it 
has  been  through  inadvertency.  The 
world,  as  I  have  already  said,  I  have 
long  done  with,  and  of  the  reader  I 
now  finally  take  my  leave. 


FINIS. 
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